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REp~\l? C P THE DIHZC'J'CK O"1 VIII" 3uTE^~J 01' S^JTETY Hi RE 
ITTESTTG.-TICI Oi1 .1 T -CC ITC'IT milCH OCCURED 0IT 

C±FE C LEVEL. .I'D, CIlClVhPLaTI, CHIC .GO & ST. LOUIS 
R. IL I..Y .1 ST. FP..HCISVILLE, ILL. , Oil !a,Y 21, 
1926. 

Juno £2, 1926. 
To the Commission 

On May £1, 1926, there vas a rear-end, collision 
•between a nassen* er trnn and a freifcbt tram on the Clevelard, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway at St. 
Francisville, 111., resulting m the death of one employee. 

Location and. method of operation 
This accident occured or tnat part of the Cairo 

Divisior extending between Parville -ind Kt. Carmel, 111., 
a distarce of 12b. b "iiles, m the vicinity of the point 
of accident this is a air^le-traok lir.o over which trains 
are opeiated by t mo-table and trr m orders, no block-
signal ays ton beir.r in use. The accident occured on the 
mam trrck, between the switches of tho passing track at 
St. Fran c is vi 11 e, at a pomt 1,25^ feet south of the north 
switch, tne passing trrck at this pomt is approximately 
4,725 fect m length rad parallels tho nam track on the 
east. Ihera is -a tol rphone nootn located erst of the 
track rr.d opposite tha north suitor.. ' Mpro^chms tho 
point oi collision lion the i oiti tho trrok is tangent 
for a ^onsidoreb-^ distrro<. , c? toeing to within 403.5 
fect oi tho nor bn s/ibch, folio oa by a 2° curve to tao 
ri^ht £,603 = 3 fe^f i-1 Ic^jta, tao rcsidcnt oc curing on 
this curve rt a poi1 t l,6e>7.5 foot fro^ its uor bhern end. 
Tho crrdc for southbo md trains is 0.259 per cent rsconc­
ing \t tho point of aociflcnt. 

O^irs to > cut loo- ted a short distance north 
of tho point of collision, the view of the recr end of the 
st,:rdi*\a freight train vas restricted to about 1,200 foot 
from the ca^ircmrn's 3ico of tho <Tgmo of tne southbound 
pcsscnQcr train, it m also difficult to determine, until 
within a short distance, wliebncr or not a tram is stand­
ing on the mrir track or tno pasTina, trrck a^ St. Frrncis-
villc. The speed of passenger trains is limited to 55 
juiles an hour. 

The weather w S clear and the C U E wrs shining 
at the tine of the roe:dent, which occured at about 
5.34 a. ia. 
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Dcscription 
Southbound freight train extra 6108, in charge 

of Conductor I'organ ~nd Engineman Kelson, consisted of 72 
cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 6108, when departing 
from Lyons yard, 5.3 miles south of Dar.villc, at 10.25 a. m., 
Hay 20. Cars wore picked up ?nd sot out cn route, the tram 
leaving Lawrcrccvillc Junction, the last open office, 9.4 
miles north of St. Francisvillc, at 5.09 a.m., May 21, 
and being brought to a stop or. the m a m track at St. 
Froncisville at 5.27 a. m., in order to set oui a car. 
It was while this work was being performed that the rear 
end of the tram was struck by train I\To. 43. 

Southbound passenger tram Ho. 43 consisted of 
two baggage cars, two coaches, and one sleeping ccr, hauled 
by engine 6920, and was m charge of Corductor Woodlmg 
and Engmeman Earl. This tram passed Lawrenceville Junc­
tion ct 5.23 a. rn., two minutes late, and while traveling 
at a speed estimated to have been about 40 miles an hour 
collided with the caboose of extra 6108. 

The caboose of extra 6108 was demolished rnd five 
empty steel coal cars were derailed, four being overturned. 
Engine 6920 plowed through the wreckage of the freight cars 
a distance of 132 foot and thcr turned over to the right, 
bottom up, the front truck of the first brggage car was 
also derailed. The employee killed was the engmeman of 
trein No. 43. 

Summary of Evidence 
At lawrenceville, Conductor Morger, of extra 

6108, instructed Head Brakenar Boycc to inform Engineman 
Nelson to proceed down the nair trade at St. Francisvillc, 
es there wrs a err to bo set out at that poirt. On arrival 
at St. Francisvillc, Flagman Baxrd dropped off the caboose 
at the usual point, just north of the north switch of the 
passing track, having beer instructed by Conductor Korgan 
to head trcin No. 43 through tho passing track provided 
the work of setting out the car had not been completed, 
otherwise to have the passenger train continue down the 
ncin tri?ck; he expected to receive orders to run ahead of 
tram No. 43. Not seeing or hearing tram To.43 ap­
proaching after getting off the caboose, Flagman Baird, 
after his tram cane to a stop on the mrm track, left 
the rear of his tram entirely unprotected, although he 
had in his possession a red fla£, fusea, and two torpedoes, 
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ord k̂ cv, it v;rs gctbmg close to the tine of trai: Ho. 43 
wort to the telephone booth rrd inquired, of the operator 
at St. Francisvillc co Tcer-mg trnn No. 43, bomg informed 
thct it had passed Lawrcrccvillc Junction two minutes late. 
Inncdictely after hanging up the telephone receiver fol­
lowing this conversation, v/hich consumed several nirutes, 
Flagon B^ird stepped cut of tho booth and at this time 
t m : I'o. 43 xvaa ri rht rt the booth, traveling st a speed 
of ?bout 50 miles a^ hour, and Flognor Baird shouted a 
arming of danger to the firon^. Fireman Lawrenz ob­
served Flagna1" Brird beside the telephone booth, waving 
his rrns, a..d ho m turn shouted c warning of dci ger to 
Engirenar 3u.rl, who immediately mado cn emergency applica­
tion of the cir brakes and shut off steam, but at this 
time it was too lcte to bring the passenger tram to a 
stop m tine to avert the accident. 

Flagman Baird further strted that while cn route 
o,r this trip he had afforded rear-end protection to his 
tram on : uiicrous occasions a-d thrt ct Lrwrc^ccville 
Junction he had placed two torpedoes on the rail after 
being called m , one1 he said it "/as his understanding 
that on exploding t^o torpedoes a tram should be 
moved under control to the -ext opo^ office, and that 
m this instance, in view of tho fact that two torpedoes 
had been exploded " c La ;rencovj.llc Junction by tram No. 
43, it shbuld iirvo Deer operated under control to St. 
Fia rcisvillc, tne next oj>c office. Tne flagman expressed 
the opinion, however, tint had1 he properlj stationed him­
self m the vicinity of the north switcn and flagged tram 
No. 43, mstord of going mto the telephone booth, the 
accident would nob have oceured. 

Tone of the ochcr members of the crev of extra 
6108 Vt s aware o f any thin a '.rr , u*"til jus b prior to the 
accidcit. Conductor Igor;?" ^cctcd that who his train 
cone to a stop at 3t. Francisvillc ho lrrxicdmtcly pro­
ceeded iron the caboose tc the south switch of tho storage 
track, a distance of about 40 car-lengths, m connection 
with the work to Toe performed. It wes the u; derstending 
of Conductor i:orban, via also of Ergm ciian Nelson, that 
a t m should proceed under control to the - cxt open 
office "ftcr oxplodm ; tho torpedoes, while Co. due tor 
rorgan r-d Head Brokernn Boycc 3" 20. the t r flagiiar, sta­
tioned at trie point where Fl£ gnan Baird got off the caboose, 
could heve been seen oy the engmeman o f the following 
tr^m for a dist ̂ cc of ?bout one-half rule. 

Firena: La rrcnz, of tnjm No. 43, stated tnat 
c ftcr exploding the v. 0 torpedoes at Lcwrc^ccvillc Junc­
tion, E" gi our- Ecrl coundod two blasts o: the engine 
whistle ^nd reduced snood 0: encountering cherp curves. 



Firemen Lav/renz did rot rccell whether or rot the whistle 
was sounded fox the gurve or which tho accident oceuxed, 
"but ho said it hrcL "been sounded for the road, crossing 
loeeted about one-half mile north of the north passing-
track switch. It was also the understanding of Fireman 
Lawrerz that or stnftkmg two torpedoes a tram should he 
operated under control to the next oper office, hut he 
said that had Flagman Baird t"kcr up position m the 
middle of the tr"ck just north of the rorth passing 
trrck switch, fron which point his tram had beer flogged 
on numerous occasions previously, he could have been seen 
in cnplG time to have averted the accident. 

Conductor Woodlrcg, of tram No. 43, stated that 
he was unaware of cry thing wrong until the emergency ap­
plication of the n r brakes, node just prior to the accident. 
It was his opinion that Engmeman Sari wes laboring under 
the impression thct tho freight trrm was on the passing 
track, and he scid that on numerous occasions while round­
ing the curve ot this poi-'t the engmeman of the following 
trem would r p p l y the air brakes m emergency o r l y to find 
that the first t m n w?s clear of the main track. Conduc­
tor Woodlmg further stc?ted that his tram i s flagged fre­
quently ot this point and headed in at the north switch of 
the passing track, and that had Flagman Baird been sta­
tioned at the usual point, just rorth of the rorth prssirg-
track switch he could have been soor fron the straight 
track approaching the curve in ample tine to have pre­
vented the accident. He had the same understanding as 
the other employees in respect to operating the tram 
under control to the next open office after striking two 
torpedoes. The stabemcnts of Brakeman Hickman corroborated 
i s substenec those of Conductor Woodling. 

Conclusions 
This accident was censed by tho foilure of Flag­

man Baird, of extra 6108, to afford proper fla^ protection 
for the rear end of h i s trai^. 

Rule 99 of the eurrcrt book of rules of this rail­
road requires the fla^uar to go back a sufficient distance 
and then to put down two torpedoes. Had Flagman Baird 
made any attempt tc comply with the requirements of this 
rule, instead of goiK^ to the telephone booth to obtiin 
information concerning tram Eo. 43, which was being 
operated practically on time, the accident would have been 
averted. Flagman Baird admitted his responsibility for 
the occurrence of this accident. 

It was generally understood by the employees 
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irvolvcd, p-~C. alss b/ sone of tho officials, that a train 
shoulc bo operated uaccr control to the next opcr. office 
after cxplodir.3 t\/o torpedoes, hut rule or special 
irstructior could be cited as authority for such aa 
u.-dcrsta " d i ; g, l"1 the abac: cc of a specific rule 
to the t effect it is 2 ot eoi sidered that E] 3 1 2 : 0-an Earl 
C T 0^ held responsive for a collision oceumng uore 
thar S mice bcyord Lhe poirt \ here torpedoes ./ere ex­
ploded. 

Had ar adequate bl oc^-si^rcl systcn been ir 
usc or this lire, tnis accident probably vould not ha.vc 
occured, cr> ad.eq.uatc autonatic tram stop or trair cor-
trol device vould have prevented it. 

.J-l of the cnplovccs i n v o l v e d "ere experienced 
n c - , a.rd at th^ tine of the accidort roro cf then had 
beer 0 1 : duty m violation of a„ry of the provisiors of 
the hours of service lav/. 

Respectfully subnittco, 
P. Borland, 
Director. 

http://ad.eq.ua

