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REP~AT CZ 2RT TDIR-CYWNR O WHT 3UPL.Y C» SLFLTY Il Ro
TIVISTIG..TICT o0 .I" _.CCIDTUT WIIICH OCCURED OIF
“PFE OLTVET YD, CIICINTLTI, CHIC GO & ST. LOUIS
R.OITILY T T. FR.LNCISVITL LJ, ITL., OU .Y 21,
1926.

June 22, 1926,
To +he Corralssion

1 May 21, 1926, there vas a rear-end collision
betweer a nassevter troin and a freigbt train on the
Clevelard, Cinciunati, Chicago & St. Louils Railway at St.
Trancisville, TI1ll,, resultiug in lhe death of one employce.

Location und method of operation

This accident occured or tnat part of the Cairo

Divisior extendilsis between Derville and Mt, Carmel, I1l.,
o distarce of 12b.5 -1les, 1 tho vicinaty of the point
of accaident thig 15 o sirnzle-track lire over which traims
are operated by tire-tible ard troin orders, no block-

s1gral SyYsuCH beins 14 uwse. The wccident occured on the
main treck, between the switches of the passing traclk at
St. I'rarcisvalle, ot @ polet 1,252 feet south of the rorth
switch, taz passireg treock 2t this poi-t 1s app“ox1nwte
4,720 feet 1n length o-.d parallﬁl o woin track on th
east. There 13 ¢ t21lcpbors hoocta located cost of the
troer ornd O“DOSL+C the. rorth sw-wick. '.prorchinzg the
pairt of 2lision tr1om The 10rbn the trock 1s tangent
tar a uOTSluCICD_” digterec, cxtendrade to withain 408.9
fcet ot the norta SMlLCh 2110 2¢ by o 29 curve to tae
right 2,603.0 fort 10 Lovrzhto, tac rccident occourisg on
this LU‘VC "t a nor t L,bd7.a fect from 1ts uvor bhern end.
The grede for southbond tr.irs 13 0.259 per cent ~scond-
irg t the poirnt of ozeadent,

Owirsg to . eul loc. ted o 3hort daistonce north
of the point of collisior thc view of the recr end of the
stordivy freight troin ves restrieled to obout 1,200 feet
Lrom the casircmrn's 31ce o1 the crgine of tuno southbourd
pcsscerger teain, 1t 15 2lso daffievlt So dctvermanc, umtal
vithin o zhort aLntuﬂu,, wlhialhor or not o trair 1g stond
1vg on the moir irack or tne poss3icy trock ot St. Froncis-
villc., The specd of passenger tr‘lns 135 limitcd to 535
mlles e hour,

T1e wenther wos clecry and the cup wes shining
nt the tine of the neeident, whar h cceurcd ot about
5.54: Qe Tie
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Description

Southbound freight train extra 6108, ir charge
of Conduector lorson ~nd Ernginemarn Kelsgorn, cor51s§ed of 72
gars and o coboose, hauled by enginc 6108, when departing
from Lyons yord, 5.3 miles south of Danvalle, at 10.25 a.ﬁm.,
Moy 20, Cars were picked up “nd sct out en route, the troin
lecvirg Lawrcrccoville Junction, the lnst oper office, 9.4
miles rorth of St. Fronecisville, ot 5.09 a.o., May 21,
ord being brought to o stop or the moin track at St.
Froneisville 2ot 5.27 2. m., irn order to set oud 2 car.
It wos while this work was being performed thot the rear

crd of the train was struck by traim No. 43.

Southbound passenger train No. 43 consisted of
two baggage cars, two cotchcs, and onc slecplnglccr, houled
by englne 6920, ard was 1.a charge of Corductor Woodling
rnd Engirenmcn Barl. This troin passed Lawrenceville Junc-
tior. ot 5.23 a. m., two minutcs late, and while traveling
nt o speced estimated to have been n~bout 40 miles an hour
collided with the coboose of extrn 6108.

The coboose of extra 6108 was demclishcd snd fivc
cripty stecl coal cars werc dersilcd, four being overturncd.
Ernzine 6920 plowed through the wreckage of the frecight cars
o distance of 132 feet acd thor turned over to the right,
bottom up, the front truck of the first boggage cor was
2150 derailed. The employec killed woas the engineman of
trein No. 43.

sSurnmary cf Lvideuce

At Lawrencceville, Conducvor ilorger, of extra
6108, 1irstructcd Hcad Brokemar Boyce to inform Engineman
Nelson to procced down the rnair track at 5t. Francisville,
£8 there wes a cer to be set out at that poirt. On arrival
at St. Fraencisville, Flagnon Baird dropped off the caboose
at the usual point, just rorth of the morth switch of the
vassing tracly, havirng beer i1rstructed by Conductor Morgan
to hecd troin No,43 through the passirg track provided
the work of setting out the car nod not been completed,
otherwise to have the passerger troin conmtinuc down the
nein trock; he exvected to reccive orders to run chead of
train Lo. 43. TNot seeing or hecring trein 1'0.43 ap-
proachirg after gctting off the ccboosc, Flagman Baird,
after his troin camc to a stop or the mein track, left
the rear of his trair cr-tirely unprotected, although he
hed 1r his posseéssion 2 red flag, fusea, and two torpedoes,



-

srd krew 1t wos settiis closce to the time of troi: No. 43
vert to the tcluphorc booth 2@ arqurred of the opcrator
2t 3t. Fraacisville corcer-irg troin Fo. 43, being inTormed
thrt 1t hnd passed Lavrercceville Jurction two minutes lote.
Tnnecictely after horgirg up the telcephore receiver fol-
lowirs this corversotior, which comsuncéd scveral rurutes,
Flogeor Beird stepped cut of tho booth ond at this tinc
trrir Io. 43 wos rlghu ot the booth, travelirg 2% o specd
of ~bout 50 miles 2~ hour, 200 Flognor Baard shouted o
wornire of daager to the fircme~. Fircnan Lawrelz 0b-
scrved Floagnar Braird beside the tclephore booth, vavirg
his rrins, o..d he ir turn shouted ¢ war..int of do:ger to
Irgirenar Borl, who airmnmedintely nade sn ecmcrgency anplica-
tion of the oir brokes ord shut off steam, but at this
time 1t wos too lote to brirg the posserzger trair to 2
stop 1 time to zwvert the 2ccidcnt.

Flaginr Board further stoted that whilc cor» route
o this traip he hod ~ffordcé rcar-er-d protectior to his
troir o s uncrous gccasioms ~d thed ot Lewrerceville
Jurctiorn he had pl”cud two torpedoes or the reil after
beirg ¢allcd ir, & ¢ he sn1d 11 vas his urnderstordirng
that or explodirg two tormcdocs o troir should be
moved urder co1trol to the c~ext oper office, ard that
1r this ir-storc 11 vicw of the fact thot two torpedocs
hod been oxplouoa "y Lo:re“ccv¢llc Ju-ctiorn by train No.
£3, 1t should arve becer operatcd wiacr cor trol to 5t.
I'roreisvillic, tac 1ext opce- offaice., Tae flo ~ cxXpresscd
thc opanior, howcewer, the t had' he properly stntlo 1eG him-
sell 1. tlke V101rltv ¢l the rortn bw1t a1 aerd fiagzed troin
To. 45, 1nsterl ol foilsr, 1uto the {tcilephemc vooth, the
accicert would noc have gccured.

I'oic of the ocrer .ieubers of zhe crev of oxtra
6108 w8 aware of ~oythir, wro , wtil just prior to tac
accitct.  Corcuctor Tlor: -~ stctor th-t vhe his praix
coiic wo o s3tor 2t 3t. Proccigville he imnmcedictely pro-
cecded fre:1 the eiboose tc thc south switch of the storage
track, o diszorcec of zbout 40 car-lcrgths, in correetion
with the work teo be perforccd. It wos “lhc w derstordiae
of Corductor Ilor,ar, o2a also of ®xgi:encn Liclsoer, that
~ trci should precesd wrdcr GO”Urol to the .oxt open
office ~Ltecr oxnlofi; tuwo lorpedocs, while Co.ductor
I'orgar ©-d Heed Brokerins Boayee 32a thoet o flogear, sta-
viored ot tae porrt where Tl:z.onm Board ot off the caboose,
could reove beer secr oy the erqgirenc: cof the followar
trriz for o Gist.rce of ~bout ore-half male.

Firenr: Ioorrerz, of teoir No. 43, st-oted tnat
tftecr xplod1“; the oo torpedocs ot Lowrerceville Jurc-
tio:, g1 ener oorl coucded twe blasts oo the crginc
vhistic ~~d recucch snecd oz sreownterirg chorp curves,

'Dj o



Fircmer Lawrenz did rot rceecll whether or rot the whistle
was soundcd for the surve or which the occidcnt occurcd,
but he said 1t hed beor sounded for the rocd crossing
locoted about ome-half milc north of the rorth passing-
tracl: switch, It was also the understaldirg of Farcnan
Lawrerz thot or strimking two torpedows a train should be
opercted under conrtrol to the mext oper offiecc, but he
sa1d thot had Flognmen Boird tolier upe posation an the
1:1ddlc aof the tr-~ck Just north of the rorth possing

trrek switeh, fronm which poirnt his troin hind beoer flrgged
on numerous oceasions previously, he coull hove boen scen
in onple time to have ~verted the accident.

Corductor Woodling, of troin No. 43, stoted thot
he wog urawore of orything wrong until the emergency ap-
plicotion of the ~ir breokes, node Just prior to the occident.
It wasg his opainion thrt Ernzincnon Earl wos laborin? under
the impression thot the freight troix was ox the possing
track, ond he scid that or rwicrous oceosions whilc round-
1ng the curve 0t this poi-t the cngiremt of the following
trean would opply the nair brokes 1~ emergency orly to find
that the first troirn wes clecr of the mnir trock. Conduc-
tor Woodling further stocted thot his trair i1s flagged fre-
quently ot this poirt and headed 11 2t the north switeh of
the pessing treck, ond that had Flagman Baird been sta-
ti1orcd ot the usunl point, just rorth of the rorth prssirg-
trock switeh he could hove becr scer fron tne streight
troek epproaching the curve ir ample tine to have pre-
verted the accident., H¢ had the same understairding as
the other employees i1 respect to operating the troan
w'der control to the next oper office after striking two
torpedoes. The strbements of Brokeman Hickman corroboroted
1s substencee those of Conductor Woodling.

Conclusions

This <ccidewt was ccvsed by thoe foilure of Flaga-
man Baaird, of extro 6108, to afford proper flap protcction
for the recr cnd of his trai..

Rule 39 of the currcrt book of rules of this rail-
road requires the flasumar to go back a sufficrent distance
end ther to put dowr two teorpedoes. Hod Flognan Board
nade any atterpt tc comply with the rcequirements of this
rule, instead of goir; to the telcphone booth to obiiin
infornntion corcerning train No. 43, which was being
operated practicolly on time, the accident would have been
averted. Flagman Baird adritted his responsibility for
the occurrcnce of this accidcnt.

It wos zonerally urderstood by the employees
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irvolved, 028 rl2s by sone of the officicls, thot o treoin
shoulc be oper-icd wrder control to the next oper office
after cxplodirg tuwo teorpcedoes, butbt we rule or speeial
1rstrvetior could be cited ©s cuthority for such on
w-dcrsto ~dizg, o, ¢ 1 the obsc ec of o specific rule

to thet cffcet it 13 10t coisidered thet Ty sine tn Earl
¢~r Bbe hcld resporsiule for o c¢ollisior ccocumng Lore
thon 9 rialoes beyverd the poart here torpecocs Jere ex-

ploded,

Hod o odequate block-gigral sysiem boen ir
use or this liarc, tnis acecident probably would not have
occured, °p» adeguate ocutorictie troin step or trair cor-
trol dcvicce vould have prevented 1t.

.11 2f the cniployecs 1-volved 'rere cxperierced
nc -, ard ot the tince of the aceidert rorc c¢f then had
beor or futy 1a vieclirtior of nry of the provisiors of

he houvrs of gervice lew.
Respectfilly subnatted,
Ww. P, Berlazasg,

Dircctor.
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