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in as ^vsstiOATioa O F A C C I D S K T OH TBZ C U V S U I © , C X K X X S A R , 

CHICAGO & ST. I.0CI3 ? MT-^At AT HRA5ff TOTEft, , OK KAROH ££. 1014. 

Or, Jtersh £2. 1314, th«re wa* ft Serailaeat of A freight 
tr^ln on the Clavel^n^, Cincinnati, Chlnaso A St. Louis Hallway 
at Brrnt ?ow*rf near Xnai&n#pelii. Ind., which resulted In the 6eeth of the fireean *n& head breJaenan, and the Injury of five 
esplo;?8ae. After investigation of tola eeeident the Chief 
Instructor of Safety Ap?ll*neea report* at follow*t 

;"s?tbour.u ertrs CSC 3 consisted of 3? loaded errs ane 2 
ca bootee, hauled toy loooaotire Be. *630, and waa la charge of 
Conductor Johnson sad Snginenan KooXuaa. It left tankage, 
111., ftt 11.10 n*, p&ased Aagnata, the last open telegraph 
office sM 7.5 stiles i#est of SriAt towert «t 10.43 p* a., and vae derailed at the derail Itmedietely weet of the hoa# elgn&l 
set tbe Interlocfci;.g plant at Brent tower ftt 10.50 p.a., bAVios 
ffl&de the run fron Aoguata to flrent ftt en aTerage apeed of 
C2.5 si lee per hour. 

2he locoaotlve end 11 eare were derailed and damaged 
«or» or lees, 6 of tlx* ears bein$ daatroyed. Three other ears 
were also daaeged, while the track wee ton ftp for a distance 
of afcottt 170 feet. 

Thle pert of the Chicago Division of the «Ug four H&ilw&y 
la % double-track line, end trelne are operated by train ©rdere 
protected by the nanus1 block eignal tyetes. Hie traoka of 
the Chicago Division connect with the eIngle track sain line 
of tlie Peoria * Eastern Eivlaion at Brant tower. Beginning 
at the switch where the two sain linee connect, end est tending 
westerly for & distance of £.662 feat* the traeke of the 
Chicago DlTlalon are on a curwe ef S°S0*f. thia curve lea&a 
to the l*ft for esatfcounS train*.' £e«t of tbla curve the 
track ie etrai^nt for aererai etUec, and la en a alightly 
dcaeen&ing grade, the eignnle end ewitchea in the vicinity 
of Srant Tower are governed by ait electrically operated inter­
locking alant, ao arranged that when tha treeke governed by 
It are being used cither by a train en the Peoria * Eastern 
Qlviaion, or by t oftr on the eXeetrlo line wWoh eroeeee the 
C&icafo .Urlelon Just west of the tower, the diataat and heae 
GlgnaOft on the Chicago Divieion, aa well aa the derail, are 
aet against any eeatboand train which any he approaching and 
cannot be cleared for that train wtttl tbe train or oar uelag 
the tracita of the interlocking plant hae paaaed. the bene 
tlgnsl la loeated at a point 1,450 feet weet ef the itmetion 
of the two divisions, while the dletaat aicaal la 3,250 feet 



weflt of the hoa« *ign*l. The derail at which th* aeoident 
occurred is 56 fset e&st at th* bona signal* On ao count of 
beinr; on the outride of th* curve on engineaan c&n see th* 
how* signal & 31stance of only 400 fest with his head aut of 
the cab wlmlov, although by leaning j»t of the window If 
possible to see the signal a distance 3f about 1,100 feet. 

the fireman1* aide of tbe engine, however* the base signal 
cr,.n be seen * Uiet&nca of about £,000 feet* On account of 
the tracfc bei:i§ straight the distant eigne! can be seen froa 
a point ebout 2 ailes away* At the Use -f the accident a 
frei-ht train on the ?«oria * Eaetorn Division wae pulling 
through the crossover in a westerly direction* on account af 
which the home «nd distent elgpale were eet against extra 

while the derail w&* also eet egalaet that train* She 
waatiier et the tiae w*s* clear, 

-̂ î âlafiii Frank* on uuty at Strant Tower et UIG %Xm of 
the derailment, said that r.lc fir it knowledge of anything woti^ vae wtien he found the interlocking out ef order* *u*t 
aft#r this, £n£ineman tfoolu&e. ee»e into tk* offioe end e&id 
that hie train had been wreefced* So aaied the englneaan if he 
had not seen the freight train on th* rear in * Eaetern 3ivl-
3 Ion and the englneaan replied that he haft* £a£ine»an tfeoluaa 
sight have aeant that he saw that train after the aooident* 
He then asked hla why he did not etop* end he replied that the 
f lresen and head bra£eaan had aeid that the hone signal was 
oleor* 

2ngln*«*n Wooluaa wee la the hospital at the tiae he was 
intervleved, end on account of hie condition eould not «&Jte 
an extended statement* He said* howrfwer, that he aav th* 
distant signal tet in the oautlon poeltlon ead a&de an applic­
ation of the air brakes, reducing the speed af hie train to 
about 1$ or 20 ailee per hour* which wae th* speed et which 
it T*as running when it peeeed th* bow eixnal and rsn off the 
dornil. He further eteted tlsat he asked the flreaan and heed 
bra&e&sn about the position of the has* clonal end was told 
that it was clear* He then laoulred about th* position of th* 
trs»in order boards but received no answer froa them* He then 
looked up and saw the horn ai$n&l in the stop position, at 
whioh tiae he m a right under It* 

Conductor Johnson end Aeer SreJteaan l̂ rere were seated at 
a tsble in the oa boose at the tiae of th* derailment* Con­
ductor Johnson said that he did not netio* enjr application of 
the brakes, but thouĵ it the train slowed up a listle before 
passing the waiter tank loon ted about * quarter of a alle west 
of the distant signal* When it passed this tank he thought 
it vac running at a speed of about 26 or 90 alle a per hour* 
fhe rear braXeaan, ae well a* Srs&eaan Jtertla* who was deadV 
heading, stated that he did not no tie* any applieation of th* 
braXea; th* first information theee arm having of anything: 
wrong wae when the/ felt the shoo* of the dftrallaent* f 



thig accident waa caused by tha failure £n$ineflaan 
Woe!'ias properly to observe and obey the Interlocking signal 
indications. While he etated that the apeed ef hla train 
approaching Brant Tower waa ebont 18 or SO clles per hour, yet 
fross the danage cauaed by the derailment, fron the etatcnent 
of the conductor that It waa traveling at a apeed of fron 
£5 to SO miles per hour, and from the fact that the average 
speed of the train for peer 7 allea bad been «ore than CO ailee 
per hoar, it is believed that the cpeed erne very ouch in 
exeeas of the rate of 18 or 30 allea per hour specified by 
Sn^ineoan veolume* On account of the death of the fireman and 
head brakenan there ia no way ef verifying the etatenent of tfee 
enginaaan that he waa inforned that the hone eî nfll was set 
in the clear position, ̂ egardleee of thle fact, however, 
he knew that the distent elgnal wae eet at eeatlon and had 
he mde the effort xrrr^ntod under the eirouraetRnceo, he 
con Id have seen the hoae a i final a dletanee of about 1,100 
feet, which would have enabled hla to atop his train had itc 
apeed been properly reduced when he eav the diatant clonal 
set in the caution position* 

Snglne&an VOOIUSR V#S exvployeed ae a flreaan in 1902, 
and In Seceaber, 1005, paaeed the exaalnntien for promotion 
to engineman. Si a eervlce record aa furnished by the Big 
Four railway showed that, ha had been tuapended on five occa-
elone for reaponslblllty for collisions, cm one occasion 
for running b,. a stop aignal* and on one occasion for feat 
running over track undergoing repairs. At the tise of the 
derailment he had been on duty IS houra and § minutes, 
rtter a period off duty of d heure and SO atlnatee* 


