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FEEPORT OF THE DIRECTIOR OF 1EE BUREAU CF CAFETY IN RE
INvEZeTIGATION OF AN fCCIDZNT WAICH OCCURRED ON
IHE CLEVELAND, ALLINGCE & (LHOJING VALLEY Ry IL-
ROMD NEAR sTIWATEP, ., QN CEPTE:BER 25, 1933

October 31, 1933.
To the Comalgslon

Oa Septemoer 35, 1830, tnere mas a rear-end col-
ligion vetwesn a frelght tIain ana a fassenger train
cn the Clevelam, Alliance & wahoning Valley Rallroad
rear fuwater, Ohilo, which resulted in tne death of one
ewnslovee, and the 1njury of two passengers and two em-
¢loyees

Lecation and me thod of cperation

This acciment occur_-ed 2n the Alliance @ivigloan,
mlcn extenas oetl reen Ravenna gna Alliance, Ohio, a
dlstance of 18 2 wiles, at a doint 85 feet west of
Stop 1B, aprroxirately lz wileg east of Atwater; in
the vigcainity of the point cf accident this 1s a single-
Track electric reoad over wshich trains are operated by
tlme—taple and train orders, ac block-sicnal system
belng in Lse Approaching the point of accidsnt from
the east the track 1s tangent for more tazn 3 miles,

while the grade 1s Q 5 per cent descending for a dis-
tance of 5,085 feet It wag very Zoggy ana milsty at
the time of the accident, which ocourred gt about
5.43 g o

Deacription

kes tbound pgssenger traln Mo 3, CONslgtling of
motor car No 5, of wooden coasitructicn, 1in charge of
Conductor Bemnett and Motorman Schrader, left Ravenna
Junction, according to Conducter Bennett, at 5:34 arm |
four winates lase, passed Eocinburg siding at S 33 a m.,
two mirutes late, picked up a pascsenger at Stop 15,
and had proceeded apout 85 feet from that point, trav-
eling at a speea 0 about 10 miles an hour, when it
Jas strucn oy aestoound freight traia eaxtra 15.

Tegtbound freight traln extra .5, consisting of
rovor carl .0 15, a rermdelea passenger car of wooden
constructiion, 1a cnarge of Conoici>r BoogingeTr and
‘lotorman Crays, left Favenna Junction at £5:22 a.m ,
and collidec with the rear snd of train No 3 at Stop
15 while travel:ng at a speed estimated to have been
ebout 15 miles an ho.r



Tne feorce of the Lnpact velescopea the front end
of car 15 a shnrt aistance, which locxed toth cars 1o-
getner, and 1o tils posltlon they ran down the track
on the deccending graae & Gilstance of aocout 980 feet
before thev coula be brought to g stop lre employee
ki1lled was the rotorran oI extra 13

SumwaTry of evidence,

«0torman Schracer, »f train No 3, sald that on
the worniup of the acciiexnt 1t was so foggy that 1t
"as oriy pcssible to aistinguilch a red light gbout a
gole length dis .ant Several stops were made after
leaving Ravenna Junciuion, the time consumed being
2071% the average, at Edimburg siding he iooked at hils
Taich aad notew taav it ¥as then 5 33 a.7 , and tnat
they wvere t0g minates late At 8top 15 hig train had
stoppea for a passznger and had rroceeded gbout two
pole lengths, attaining a speed of sbout 10 miles an
houir, when the accildent occurred inhe force of the
lLddct <nocked him down, and upcn fegalalng his feet
he shut off the conireller, applied the ailr orakes 1n
emsreency and then appliled the hana brgke, but was un-
able to bring the cars to a stop uni:l they haa trav-
eled gbout 950 feet

Aczoralng to the statement of Conauctor Bennett,
of train No 3, there wmere tnree red lights on the
rear, consisting of a red laniern ingide the vesti-
bule resting on the controller and leaning agalnet
the window, a vestibule light, ard an oil marker on
tne outside, He saila that thers wags a short delay
leaving Ravenna Janctisn on accoant of having to wait
for a car of another line, and whiie he did not look
atl his waich after leaving Ravenng Junction he was sat-
1zf1ed thal they were making running time At Stop 15
he 2313 the train ~vas brought to a stop and @ passenger
bog:ied tke car who apneared to be i1n a hurry, and who
tola him itz lock out for the freight traln coming, as
sc0on as the paszenger had toarded the faret step, he
signaled the 'mtorman to proceed, The traln then
started, and being unable to gee clearly throagh the
rear window, Conductor Bennett eald hs stepped to the
doorway to louk oack, and about tnis time the collision
occurred.

Conauctor Boosinger, of extra 15, sald that he did
not compare time with J4otorman Crays on the morning of
the accident and he did not know the exact time of the
departure of his traian from Rgvenna Junction, but he



vhouzht 2t wag apoat 5°30 a.a., very shortly after traln
No 3 rad depamica, he noticed .articulariy thatv train
No 3 was displaying vhree Ted ~1phts to the rear, a
marker, tne eleciric iight, ani a r=u lantern on the
rear cornirollsr  After izavany Pavenna Junction he
gtodd 1n the vegtioule dosr.ay a part of the tine, talk-
ing with Motorran Cravs aoout ireln No. 3 and also
about extra 10, vhicn they knews was followvirg them At
Stop 1g they stopped lorng encugh to anload a sack of
cement, tals belus the cnly stop mace petwyeen Havenna
Junctior and the roinv of accilaent, ana alter leaving
Ctop 18 ‘Motormaa Crays meat:ionzad the fact that on ac-
cornt of the conditicn of the power, extra 10 must be
very c'oss 4t a poi1nt he estimated o have been about
from 2ton 15, ~hile traveling at a speed of
aUOLL 55 9T 30 nileg an hoar, Yotorman Crays shut off
the 22.er, scanled the whistle ara reducec speed aoout
onc-tla, according w kis stuatément the brakes had
a0t seern rzlegsedl dhen the rear of trein Ho. 3 became
Vviglnic through vhe fop aodut 25 cor 30 fest distant, at
Ww.lca tire he thought the opeed of his traln was apout
15 mi1lee an kour or more, .e %as ungole to say waether
9L nol traln o 3 aas mwoving atv vhe Tume Tmueaigtely
af ter the collision he staried back to flag extra 10,
overtaking Conductor Rerneti 1n a dazed condition stand-
g on tne *rack, and after gfushing Conductor Bennett
gafely to the gi1ie of the =rack he tarned Just 1n time
to flag extra 10, that trsin stopping after 1% haa
Pacsed hum about a calr length  Conauctor Boosinger
further stated that sh.le the gneed of extra 15 had
oeen qulte high, considerine tne rist grnd fog, ana the
#et reil, ne thought 1t a safe speeu 1n order to keep
out of the sy ol exsoa 10 Unier rale 151, auring fog-
£y Or sstormy weather, "ligcn*ted I'isess .ay 0e aroppea
froem train at prozer intervoals onto the track when train
is Tuining, in Oraer 1o protect i1ear of train," but
Corductor Boosginger said he tho-1ght he was keeping clear
of the following train, and apparently hls mind was
more occuplea 1n keeving out of the way of that train
than 1n tae aanger of hi1g 1raln overtaking the irain
ahead

Jnaer the riles, conductors =nd mouoruen ale Te-
Quir:d to ovtainr cocrrect time oefore siarting on thelr
TunE ano rase a Tliten recerd of this cowparison, they
are alse ragrirse to compare time with each other 4
genera. ordelr was subseouently 1gcued giving location
0f th2 staaterd clock, but vhe reguirement that a writ-
ten record be kept has not wveen enforced, the company



na7T1az failiea to provide the negeisgarv reglstration
=recis Ine crewg of the ©m tleins 1nvolved uid not
ootain cosrect time vt rorn¢15 Jf taz acclaent, aor
comzare time with 2ach other, and on account of the
tcant atteation pa1d oy then to we t.umes of thelr re-
SPECTIVE treins al tae Vasious svations 1t s azifficult
WC d2teriineg now ~L.zch tine thare vas vetween the two
TTalls at any given pciat Ls near as canbe determined,
nowever, traln VYo & seft haverma Junction at Sise a n.,
and exira 15 atvt acous 5.32 & «., the accident occurring
ot about 5 4 9 6., Jncer 1ius tlee-table schedule train
o 3 218 we to leave Ltmwater, ly miles oeyona the point
o aciiuell, at Z.=o a

"Lrle rule B, of the :pecial time-tavle 1nstruc-
“Loni, regnares 1ia gcart thet extrca trains agperoach all
cbalicne nwer controw, Stop 15 18 not a siation within
the .esulnx of vre word as ussu o ihis raillroad, but
unuer Juls 163 of the Rulee zad Hezulations, tralns run-
nng irn the s=a.ue direction are Lequlred o keep not

lees then 1 rile gpari exscept 11 clocing up at stations
or Jeetvlng points, anu shesc the viswy 1s ooscured by fog
they ruet be anuer such control that they may be stopped
71tnin ons--alf the 1~nge of vision The aistance irom
Havenng Junction to the point of accident 15 appIOXKi-
aately 7 7 wiles, and the fact that extra 15 travelea
this distance at an averaje speeua 1n excess of 30 males
an hour shcwg that the reyuirenents of rule 183 were not
being rigidly ovserved L e eviaence also indicates
that train No o had azbout mane 1ts echeaule running
time fror heveans Janction to tas point of accident,
$t1ll bei1ng aporcxiaately - rinutes 1ats then the acci-
dent ogcurred

Couclusione
inls accidert var caused oy extra 15 being operated

at an excescive rate cf speed 1a view of the existing
g LUBr conaltlicons

Te evidence 1nulcates taat while train Ho 3 was
tate in as.arsue fror Ravemna Junction, 1t had raln-
talasa 1t= scaz2w led running tl e On tne other hand,

eatra 15 1ad ¢

scheanle uf trginm Ho 3, haviag oecan operated at an
averuie 0° azout 35 milez an a0our "1thout alilow-
1ig 2Cr tne deiay ociasloned by raking a short stop at
€107 18, a6 1t 75 Guvious thaw this train was not being
opernted 1o genordance with that part of rule 183 reguar
ing that /here th2 vies l1le obgcured by fog, trains rust
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e unCer such control that they can ve etopped within
ore-talf tae range of vision fhile Ztwop 15, at which
ire mcowdeat oceurred, 1g ot a station within the
meaning ¢ the word as used con tnls rallroad, 1T 1s a
Pulne where passengers gst or aad off ana good Judg-
ment na tne part of 'lutorran Craves should have prompted
hir to aprrozch thias point vander fuli control, had ne
done so, thils accident probeably could have teen pre-
venisa

This acci1dent agaln directe att2nI101 to the total
luadeguscy of a rule, oftea fouad ¢a interurban Trail-
rozds, requiring tralas 1n The same ulrection o keep
at least 1 mile apart sacent then closing up at sta-
tilons or meetlng polnis Juger levordble aeather con-
1iv1ons &Nd witn the ¥iliew unopgoured by curves, 1L 1s
Posgsibie to secure a fair asgree of compliance with the
Teculrerents of thig rule, bput in foggy »r stormy
wegther, cr then the view 1lg otaerwlse cbgcured, 1t 1s
anreasonable to expect tral. creds to mgintain the re-
quired space interval unless an adeguate block-signad
system 1s 1n use

Tae 1nvestigavioa wiscloused that vhe matter of oo-
talnlag corrcct tume 18 left entirely to the employees,
%#1thout any .aequate cneck teing rade, and, 1n this
‘caze, at ieast, they nhac not cotalned correct time nor
hao tacy coapaTed time with ezca other Tne necessi1lvy
for raiircau erployees Lav.ng Cor.ect Lime 18 100 aob-
vious to Teguirz discuss104, the ufficizls of this
rgilrogn should at cnce take neczssary steps to cCor-
Tect this unsafe condltilon

"hile not i1avolved 1n t-is accident, 1t also ap-
oeared thet train crders whilch naw peen 1stued to tae
crews involvea were made covmplete oy the dilspatcher
without rirst obtaining ihe signatures of the conauc-
toi1s and motormen, in viclation of rule 217, which re-
gulires that afier a train order nas bern given Lo a
crev 1t ghall be repeated back to the diepatcher, =ho
witl then give "compiete" It 1s uroerstood that the
necessary steps to correct this situatlon have already
been taken.

The employees involved #ere experilenced wen At
the time of the accident the crew of each train had
been on duty less than 1 nour, previous to which the
crew of irain Yo 3 hal been off auty 14 hour. and the
crew of extra 15 acout 12 hours.

Respectully subritled,
T. P BORLAND,
Dairector
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