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TEIT, NEAR WILLT.LISTCLI, KY., CL0 CCUCILR 15, 19?0.

IL.oveniver 20, 19zZ6.
To tne Connmission-

On Oebtober 1b, 126, there was © dertilment of a
passenger trarn on the Cincinuati, Few Orle.wns & Texas Pa-
c1f1c Rairlway, Soutnerm Railway Systen, near "illiznstown,
Ky., resulting 1n the deatn of one enploree and tne injury
ofF three enplnyees.

Locaticn and nethed of operation

Tnis aceident occurred on that part of the Southwestern
District extending betwoun Croeinnaty, Cnio, -nd Danville,
Ky., a distance of 116.5 rnles; al tae point of accident
taic 18 a fingle-track line over Jnich rains are operited
by bime-table traim orders, and an auvtonatic vlock-signal
systen, wvithin autonztic trJlﬂ control territory. Tne ac-
ci1dent occcurred about 1 riles souunh of "illianstewn, on
the passing track, at a point 140 o feet mnexth of the south
switen. W3 tower 13 at the soutacrn end of douvle track,
and tne passing lrack om wvalch the accident occurred 1S
praclically 2 continuation of the soutnoound nzin track, 1t
15 4,851.¢9 feet 1n lengtin and parallels the 3single nawn
track on the west. approac.aing the point of acecident fron
tae north tacre 15 o 17 curve to tne lert 2,810 Tfect 1n
lengbn, extending clmost to the tarnout of the sculh switen,
the curvature of tne turnout 1s 3°15' and 1t wos on taois
latter curve that the 2ceidont cecurrcd. Tne grade 1s
practircecally level, The passing track 18 laid wiln 85-pound
ralls, 23 feet 1n leugon, Wluh 18 ties te the rail-length,
except at the turnecuv, whiecn had recently been 1laid with
130-pound r.1ls, 3% fect in lensha, 41th 24 ties to the
rai1l-lengtn, single-sp.ked, fully tie-plated at turn-outs,
and ballasted wita gravel znd cinders to o depth of fron
18 to 24 inches.

The wevtner wig clear a2t the tine of the 2ccident,
wnien occurred at about 11.48 a. 1.

Deseripbion

southbound passenger tr_in llo. 97 cons:isted of one club
car, one aining car, nd four Pullriza c¢xrs, of 21l-steel
construction, h'uled by engine 6467, nd was 1n chirge of
Conductor Zeith ond Duginenan Peorse. Thais tr.im pissed
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WS tower at 11.46 a.n., accordins to tne ftrain sncct, five
minutes late, continued dowr the picsing triecx nnd on reacn-
1ng the turnout o the south switen, the erngine ran cver 2
splke and was dera.led while traveling -t 4 speed estinited
t0 have been between 10 2nd 15 miles an hour.

Engine 6467 cane to resbt on 1ts right side parallel
with and west of tane nain traek, with 1us nead snd 206 fect
south of the initial point of derxilnent. Tac tender re-
nilned couplecéd to the engine and first c.r "nd e¢ne to
rest leaning bto the right, diagonilly across tne ri.an track,
tne first car cime to rest leaning to tne left, east of
and porallel with the nhan trwek. Mone of the otner ers
wis derallied. The cmployee killed wons the fircnan.

Sunncry of cvidence

Rail~-loying was 11 pregress ol the nnain irock, ~nd
Inginenan Pexrse stoted tnat ~iter »assing WS tower his
troain procceded down the passing tr-ock as required, ot o
speed of —bout 10 riiles an hour. agproacning the south
switch, when just north of tne frog, he fclt the enginc
rise and tnougnt 1% was on account of pigsinz over tne
compronise Joint from tne 85-pcumnd vo the 130-pound rail.
He nenard no unusuzl noise at tnls tire wnéd lexned out of
the window to n.ke sure thit the switch wies properly lined.
hen about opposite the frog he beg.n to work stennn, lightly,
and while passing tae switeh poinbts, 2t 2 speed of ~bout
10 or 12 niles an nour, hce noticed ¢iltner snoke or dust
from under the front end of the engine, rcolized tnt the
cenzine was deroilled, and imedictely shut off stean tnd
applied the brzkes, bul was uncblc io s:.y whether or not
he succeeded 1n reducing oveed before tne cngilne turned
over. IHec did not ni.te .y eramnition of tae track for
tne purpose of deternining tne ciuse of Lihe nccident.

Conductor Kerth stated tnat the speed of the troin

was not nore tnan 10 or 15 niles n noar tnrough tne pissing
trael, that he wis riding 1n tne first cir wnen tne accident
occurred, and that tne first he knew of anytnirg wrong wos
wnen tne 21r brakes were 2pplied 1n energency, 1t ~bout

tne tine he felt tne Tr:in lurch, on ~ccount of having becen
derniled, Aftcr the ~ccident ne obscrved flinge nhrks on
the west ro11 of the turnout, 2bout 60 Teet nortn of tae
frog, appoarently mxide by the wheels of the le~d truck, which

nrks continucd along tae top of the rail scrnie distonce
before dropping ofi on the ties. Tane statencnts of Bhog ge-
naster Bell and Fl.gnnn Swearchger corroborated 1n substince
tnose of Conductor Ileitn.

Operator Wwillison, stitioned at VS tower, stnted tact
after troin HNo. 97 pissed the tower ne w.tcaed 1t s 1t
pisged out orf signt cround the curve and the speed was not
high, about tae sanec s nost troiwns entering the passing
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tracl.

Assistant Signal Supervisor Vilson staited tant ot
the request of Track Supervison Strunk he proceeded with
his rnotor car over tae nhin trwck fron /3 tower, ccon-
panied by 2 nmember of tnc seclicn force, to 1 point Just
north of the soutn switeh, 1n order to line and lock the
switch for the prscing trock, z2bout & or 10 ninutes prior
to the derailment, they then relurncd to the tower 1giin
using the noin tracks  Supgervigor Jilson said thnt he did
not get off the car on .rriving 1o ihe switch, did not
pay ony attention to the passing track, ind did not notice
any trackmen in the vicinity of the south switch 4 ftne
ti.e.

Iaster ITcenanic "Tilking rrived it the scene of tne
accrdent z2bout 1.30 p.n. He At oacee ingpected tne derniled
encgine but found no defeel tn~t would hive ceontributed
to the accident. On loolzirg over she troek e saw on
indentation on the riil, there were several spirkes 1 ying
around ot tnis point wnd tne second one he prekcd up
nad been run over rceently, ~nd¢ ac Tound tnit thne indent-
tion on the rail exnetly nmatched the herd of tne spike.

In nis opinion Ltas derailnent wns c-used by the engine
runniing over tne spike.

Roadnaster Ilzrsnall, Tr-ck Sapervisor Strunk, Section
Foreman Ballenger, Lxtr~ Gang Forenan Zesterson, Rozd
Forenman of Engines Ronan, lingter llech2niec .1lking and
otners exanined the track and equipnent subsequent Lo tne
accident. Tne Tirst nark of cderailment was an i1ndentation
on the wegst rail or tne turnouwt, 44 fcet south of the com-
prounise joint on the west rai1l znd 57 fect 4 1incnes south
of the conproriise joint on the opposite rairl. It distinet-
ly showved that o spike, vith the point to tne rnorth, nnd
been run over, while laying or the rail. Tnis spike was
found about 2% feet away ond tne i1sdentation on tnc rail
exactly natened taoe head. At a point 72 incnes south of
the spike nark on the roil xnd 7/16 incn fron the gauge
si1de of tne rail the first wheel flange mark, distinet,
appeared on top of the roil, tnis mark continuing oacross
the ro1l for a distance of 8 feet 81 1ncnes to wnere 1t
dropped to the ties. Cross levels showed the west rail to
be from one quarter to one-nalf inch low, wnile the giuge
of the track showed 1t to vary fron 4 feet 8% 1nches to
4 feet 9 inches, The ties werc only in foir condition,
but the roadbed w2s well ditened wnd drained. o super-
elevation 18 provided 2t tnc turnout, ard tne outside of
the roxdbed bore sonc cvidence of being soft 2t tne initial
point of dercilment. The track was destroyed fron the
switeh frog, loc~ted 61 feet 44 inches south of the spike
ncrk, to wacre tne engine cane to rest, 204 feet, 10 incaes
fron the frog. Cnrcful exaninttion of the derailed englne
diseleosed no defeet tn t would naive crused the derailnent
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and 1t was tne genercl opinlon tnit neitner the condition
of the trick nor rolling stoecl eruscd or contributed to the
accirdent, but rather thnt 1t was exusced by tne spirke ploced
or dropped on the r.1il.

Ingine 6467 1s of the 4-6-2 type, hiving = totnl weight
cngine and tender loaded of 380,700 pounds, distributed
25 follows, cngine truck, 48,000 pounds, driving wacils,
141,500 pounds, trailing truclk, 42,500 pounds, tender,
148,700 younds. Its driving whecl base 1s 12 fecct 6
1nches, ~né tobtal wnecel base engine ind terder 67 feet &
inch,

Conclusions

This accident was caused by a spike which was laying
on the running surface of the reil, with 1ts point toward
the approaching brain.

AT the tine of the accident the passing track was
being usecd as n2in track. The last train to uge the prssing
track prior to the ceraillnent was southbound freignit Lrzin
No. 51, 2t about 3.52 o.n., B8 hours 16 ninutes prior to the
accident, at wonico tine nothing unusual wos noticed. About
9.30 2.n., 2 hours 18 nimutcs prior to tne cccident, the
passing traick was used by Trick Supcrvisor Strunk and Lxitra
Gang Forenon Kasterson with a gang of 16 laborers, 2 push
car was rnoved upon the passing track through the south
switeh, brought to 2 stop on the turnout near the frog ind
loaded vith switcn naterinl, 2fter vmicn the push car was
noved northward cover the pownt of derilnent to Tthe nopth
end of tne passing trock. The track supervisor 2nd extrs
gang forerncn looked over the trock after the lo.cding of
tne switch nzteri2l wos conpleted but notning irregular was
cbserved, or any obstructicn on tae r:1ls, .nd they said
that had 1 spike been on the riil 2t thrt time 1t would
nive becn rnoticed. Thne evidence clerrly indiealed tnnt
the engine of tr2in To. 97 encountered o spike wnd that
tnis caused 1ts dernilnent. 4t tne fime of this investi-
gation 1t nad not been deternined uncer Just what circun-
stances tne spike nappened to be on the reil.

411 of the enployees involved were experienced uen,
1t the tine of the accident none of tnen hid beun on duty
in violation of zny of tne provisions ol tnc hours of ser-
vice 1low.,

Respeatfully submitted,
V. P. BCRLAID,

Dircector.
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