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In Re. Investigation of sn Acoldent whioh Ooe
¢urred on ths Cinoinnati, Indisnspolis
& VWestern Railroed mt Maplewood,
Ind., on Qot, 7, 1916,

Hovexber 16, 19106,

On OGo.gber 7, 191y, there was a collision betwean a
freignt traio sad & lopowmotive on the Cinplmnatl, Indlanepolis
&% Voutern Railyoad at Heplewood, Ind., which resulted in the
deeth of 2 auployees and injury to 2 employees, one of whom
piterwards died, Aiter invesatigation of this socident, the
Chief of the Division of Safety reports as followa:

The part of the Cineinnabvi, Indienapolis & Western
Rellircad on whicoh this mooldeat ooourred is a alngle~track
line, over whleh train smoverents are governed by tize-table
and tralan oruers, while a meanuszl block system is used for
spacing trains., Westbound trsins are superior t© eastbound
treine of the same clsss, The socident ocourred 200 feet in
on the passing traek &b Maplewcod, Approaching the point of
eocident from the west there are six miles of streight treck,
and approsehing frou the east the traek is straight for about
sleven «dles. The grade approuching Maplewood from the west
is 3lighily asoeuding. Thers were no obatructions which
woula intarfere with the view of either trein orew, It was
dark st the time of the oollision, but the weather was elesx,

westbound extra 308, consisting of a lcoomotive,
Fanning backwasrds, snd & ceboome, was in ¢harge of Condustor
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Henderson end Engineman Teylor, This train left Moorsfield,
Ind., et 3356 n, m., after regeiving, among other orders, a
oopy of train order No. 4, reading as followst

e e

No. Ninety-nine Eng. 303 wait at Roachdale until

six & A, M. Tor Extra 308 West,*
At Mitohellville, eight empty hopper care were picked up and
the train arrived at Maplewood at 4130 a. m. The train was
left on the mmin track, while the lovomotive ploked up six
more empty hopper ears, placed them on the nein line and them
entered the passing track at the west switeh, and was in the
aot of spotilng two ocears of coal whem emsthound extya 200 entered
the pessing treok at the open switch and ocolllided with the
tender of locsomotive 308,

Basstbound extrs 209, consisting of a locomotive and
two comohes, was in charge of Conduotor Cook and Bugineman
Owen., This train left Tuscola, Ill., at 11100 p, m,, Oetober
8. At Roachdale, Ind., ths orew received a copy of train
ordey No. 4, reading as follows:

"Pngine 308 run extra, Moorsfield %o Monbtesume,
Extra 308 West mesot Extre 209 East at Maplewocod,

Extra 209 lef't Roaohdale at 4308 &. m., at that time consisting
of 10 losdesd cvara, 1 smpty oar and Z cosches, This train
passed the weszt switoh of the passing track at Maplewood,

which was displaying a red indisation, and while traveling at

a speed of 20 or 25 miles an hour collided with tha locomotlive
of sxtra 308,
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The impaoct of the sollision shoved loecomotive 308
and the two osrs of coal abous 300 feet, but 4ld not derail
the, Locomotive 200 wes deralled, turning pertly over on
its left side} the tender was buokled arcund sud ceme to
rest on 1ta side at right angles to the engine, while the J
head ears were 50 hadly demsged that they were destroyed,

The ire~door on losomotive 209 was found to be open
after the collisicn snd the mechanlsm &0 damaged that 1t
sould not be closed. This would icdioate that the firemen
wes putting in a fire when the moaident heppened. The
body of Enginemsn Owen was found in front of the boller head,
Indiceating that he Lad left hls seat, probably in am attempt
to get off, while Head Brakemen Monce was found two oer
lengths west of the spot whers the others were found, which
geems %0 lndicate that he elther Jumped or was thrown off
the locomotive st about the time the sollisien oocurred,

Conductor Henderson, of extra 308, stated that a%
the time of the collision he wes standing between the maln
track and the passing track end saw extre 209 epyroaching
when 1t was about at Mount Clair, a station 3.4 miles wesy
of Meplewood. He also stated that he 414 not ssud & flege
man s&head to yrotect his trein, &8 the bhrekenen had had ex.
perience enough %o know whet the rules were, He stated that
the lemp on the switeh-stend at the west sand of the pessing
traok was lighted, displaying & red indlostion to extra 209,
while there was one light on the locomotive of his tP&ile-we
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white electrio light on the righe side, OQonduoctor Henderson
further stated that whan the losumotive of extra 209 reached
the west passing treck switch it was working steam amd his
enginemsnl sounded & warning signal on the whistle. 1t was
the opinion of Jonduetor Henderson thet the orew of extra 209
mads ho atbempt to regard train order Ho. 4., He stated that
he exemined the looomotive of extra B0P efter the accident,
finding the reveras lever azbout two notohes in the forward
position, while the throttle was forward in the drifting
poteh. He also inapected the automatie and stralght alr
valves and found them both in the running position.

Enginemanu Teylor, of extrs 308, stated that he 4id nok
whistle out a flsg upon reachlung Maplewood, He stated
that extra 20V, heing inferior by direetion to his treln, 1%
wes requirsd by rule to teke the siding at Meplewcod, and
that it was the duty of the anglnemen of that trsin to &D-
proach Maplewood prepared to stop at the west pessing track
switeh. VWhen he sew that extre 209 was not going to stop
before pansing the switch he sounded one hlast on Lis whistle
as & warning signal. He stated that the lamp on the switeh
stend was 4isplaying e red indication, and 1t wuse his opinion
thet Enginemen Owen was asleep,

Pirensn Duckworth, of extra 308, corrodborated the statew
mente of Conductor Handerson and Engineman Teylor, and stated
that the logomotive of extra 209 was working steam st the time
of the oollision,

Brakemsn Plerce, of sxtra 308, stated that he was
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stenéing about 70 fest south of the switch when he 22w eX-
¥ 209 approeehing, end when that treln wes sbout five ear
lengths from the switeh be realized that it wes not going %o
stor before passing the switeh and he gave a atop signal to
the engineuan, The enginemsn jald no attentien to his sig-
na} apd Brakeman Pierce then yvelled to him., He stated that
he 414 ot go out with & flag, as he was assisting with the
work his trein was performing.

Brikenan Ferguscn, of extre 308, stated that extra
208 was supposed te stop et the west passing traock switohr, and
e 418 not consider it necessary %o proteet his train by flag.
He siso stated that extra 209 was working stesm when the ool-
lision cosurred.

Conduotor Cook,; of extra 20¥, stated that when he re
delved trein order Wo. 4 he compersd it with Engineman Owen,
and thset they both understood it gsorrectly, He stated that ap-
proashing Maplewood he wee in the rear coech, and judging from
the epeed of his tralp he thought extrs 308 must be into olear,
He stated that his englnemen sounded no meeoting point signal
approaghing Maplewood, He stated further that sfter the zocie
dent cecurred he did not notice whether or not the light
on the Sender of looomotive J08 was buraing, but noticed
thet the switeh light was burning brightly, displaying & red
indicatlon. He stated that the fact that the fire door of
the logomotive was open after the ascident wes evidence that
the firemen of his train was putting in & fire at the time the
scoldent ogsourred., He stabted that Lhe throttle attachment
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was bent, meking it impozsible to tell whether or not the
force of the eollision had sauscd the throttle to ¢lose, and
stated that the reverss lever was two or three notches in
the forwerd position. He steted that although all of the
gera of his trein were equipped with alr brskes in operating
oordéiition, it 414 not enter his mind to atop the train by
means of the conductor's dmergenoy valve until it wes too late
to do sa,.

This sooident was ¢sused by the failure of Engineman
Owen, of extra 209, to heve his trein under control epprosch-
ing Haplewnod,

As the suginenan, firemen and heed brakemen of extra
209 were killed in the oolligion, the rezson why Enginemen
Owep felled to approach the meesting point with his train under
control, as required by the rules, osn not e ascertained,
Eowaver, the evidenoe seans t0 indicate that either Englineman
Owen was ssleep or he tiought that the switoh wes lined up for
hii., and thet extra 308 wes intc olesr, the latter sonelusions
teing the more :rrobable.

The orew of oxtra 208 are also censurable for fail-
ing to take apy meesures to ~roteet their train while doing
work at Mepleweod. OConductor Henderson steted that he ocould
see extre 209 cuming "almost to Mt. Cleir," & distance of
3.4 miles, yet he gave no instrustions to his flagmen, although
he had both trecks blocked and a solllsion was inevitable if
extra 209 failed to stop before reaching the switoh, Flagman
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Plerce waa easisting 1o doing the station work at Maplewood,
and nade no attempt to yrotect his train, He 4id not even
glve & stop signal to the spproaching treain urtil he saw that
it was not geing to stop, 41t then belng only about five oar
lepgths awey frouw the switeh. FEnglnemsn Teyloy 4id not
whlstle out a flagman, and zede no inguiry about the pIV-
teotlon of his trasln. The situstion of extyrs I0B &l Haple
wood was csloulated to decelve the engineman of the approsdhe
ing trein, 28 the switoh light indiceted thet the switeoh was
lined up for the siding, and with the engine of extras 308,
tenfder first, spotting ezre in the siding, signals given by
menbars of the orew of extra 306 Pight eesily heve been nis-
taken by Enginemsn Owen for aignsals ocalling him into the
si@ing. It oan herdly be sssumed thet all three of the cen
on the locomotive of extra 209 were aslee., or s0 inattentive
to their duty as to deliferately ignore all precsutions and
mles Tor the safety of thelir train at e meeting point, and
it is probable that had extra 308 bean properly proteoted
this avpident would not have oocurred.

BEnglneman Owen entered the service ¢f the Cinsinnati,
Tndianepolin & Western Rsilrced az fireman in Meroh, 1906,
and was promoted to enginemsn in Desenber, 1610, In February,
1811, he was assessed with thirty demerit marks for his re-
Eponaibility in connection with a eollision at Moorefield,
end in Maroh, 1912, he was dismigeed for his responsibvility
in conneotion with & dersilment et Chrisman, X1l, IR July,
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1913, he was reinatated as engineman,

A% the time of the ascoldent the crew of extra BROU
lad been on dAuty about 10 hours and 40 minutes, DBefore going
on duty ou the dsy of the acclidsnat Enginemsn Owen had baen off
duty 8 hours and 10 mimtes.



