
In Re, Investigation of m Aooldent which Oe* 
ourred on the Cincinnati, Indianapolis 
& Western Baiiroad at Maplewood, 

Ind«» on Oet* 7, 1918* 
November 16, 1916* 

Qn Goober 7, 1916, there was a colli sion between a 

freight train &&d & locomotive on the Qinoinnsti, Indianapolis 
& Veatem Railroad at Maplewood, lad., v&ioh resulted in the 
death of Z employees and Injury to $ employees, one of whom 
afterwards died, After investigation of this accident, the 
Chief of the Bivision of Safety reports as follewaf 

The part of the Cincinnati* Indianapolis & Western 
Hallraad on which this eooidaat ooourred is a single-track 
line, aver whluh train movw^enta are governed by tine-table 
and train orders, while a m&nue& block system la used for 
spacing trains* Waatbound trains are superior to eaetbound 
trains of the class. The accident occurred £00 feet in 
on the pacing track at Maplewod, Approaching the point of 
ticsi&ent from the ̂ est ther* are six alios of straight track, 
and approaobine; froa. the east the track is straight for about 
eleven .̂ 11 es, 9fhe gra4e approachirtg Me.plewood from the wast 
is 3llglitly ascending, There were no obstructions viiiich 
wula interfere with the view of either train crew* It was 
dark at the time of the collision, but the weather was clear* 

fcestbound extra 30&, oo&aieting of a locomotive, 
running backvr&rdB, end & caboose, was in charge of Conductor 



Keadarson and Siginemaa Taylor, This train left Moorefield, 
Xnd», at 3}S5 a* m., after receiving, among other orders, a 
oopy of train order No. 4, reading as follows! 

"Sag. 508 run extra Moor ef laid to Montezuma. 
Ixtra 306 west meet fetra £09 last at Maplewood, 
Ho* Ninety-nine Bug. 303 mult at Roaohdale until 
six 6 A. M. for Extra 308 West** 

At Mitohellville, eight empty hopper ears were picked up and 
the train arrived at Maplewood at 4*30 &# m. the train was 
left on the &aln track, while the locomotive picked up six 
more empty hopper ears, placed them on the main line and then 
entered the passing track at the west switch, and was in the 
act of spotting two oars of coal when eastbound extra £09 entered 
the passing track at the oi>en switch and collided with the 
tender of locomotive 306* 

Bastbaund extra £09, consisting of a locomotive and 
two coaches, was in charge of Conductor Cook and SnglncBan 
Owen* this train left Tuscola, 111., at 11*00 p , m.f October 
0* At ftoaehdale, Xnd,, the crow received a copy of train 
order Ro« 4, reading as follows! 

*fcgine 306 run extra, Moorefield to Montesuasa* 
Extra 308 West meet Extra 209 East at Maplewood** 

Extra S09 left Roaohdale at 4t0£ a* m*, at that time consisting 
of 10 loaded care, 1 empty oar and & coaches* This train 
passed the west switch of the passing track at Maplewood, 
which was displaying a red indication, and while traveling at 
a speed of SO or 25 miles an hour collided with the locomotive 
of extra 308* 
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the impact of the collision shoved locomotive SOS 
and the two ears of ooal about 306 foot, out did not derail 
them* Locomotive £00 waa derailed, turning pertly over on 
its left side $ the tender was buckled around and came to 
rest on its side at right angles to the engine, while the 3 
head cars were so badly damaged that they were destroyed* 

the fire-door on locomotive 209 was found to be open 
after the collision end the aeebaniaa so damaged that it 
could not be closed, this would indicate that the fireman 
was putting in a fire when the accident happened. The 
body of Bngineman Owen was found in front of the boiler head, 
indicating that he Uad left his seat, probably in an attempt 
to get off, while Head Bra&emsn Monce was found two oar 
lengths west of the spot where the others wore found, which 
seems to indicate that he either Jumped or was thrown off 
the locomotive at about the time the collision occurred. 

Conductor Henderson, of extra 300, stated that at 
the time of the collision be was standing between the ssaln 
track and the passing tracts and saw extra 200 approaching 
when it was about at Mount Glair, a station 3.a miles west 
of Maplewood, Ee also stated that he did not send a flag­
man ahead to protect his train, as the brakemen bad had ex­
perience enough to know what the rules were* Ee stated that 
the lamp on the switch-stand at the west end of the passing 
track was lighted, displaying a red indication to extra £09, 
while there was one light on the locomotive of bis train—a 



white el so trio light on the right side. Conductor Henderson 
farther stated that whan the locomotive of extra SOS reached 
the west passing track switch it was working steam and his 
engineman sounded a warning signal on the whistle. It was 
the opinion of Conductor Henderson that the crew of extra £00 
made ho attempt to regard train order Ho. 4* He stated that 
he examined the locomotive of extra £09 after the accident, 
finding the reverse lever about two notches in the forward 
position, while the throttle TOB forward in the drifting 
notch. He also inspected the automatic and straight air 
valves and found them both in the running position. 

Engineman Taylor, of extra 303, stated that he did not 
whistle out a flag upon reaching Maplewood* He stated 
that extra 209, feeing inferior by direction to his train, it 
was required hy rule to take the siding at Maplewood, and 
that it was the duty of the engineman of that train to ap­
proach Maplewood prepared to stop at the west passing track 
switch* When he saw that extra 200 was not going to stop 
before passing tha switch he sounded one blest on his whistle 
as a warning signal. Ha stated that the lamp on the switch 
stand was displaying a red indication, and It was his opinion 
that Jfrgjasron Owen was asleep. 

Fireman Duckworth, of extra 308r corroborated the state* 
msnts of Conductor Henderson and Engineman Taylor, and stated 
that tha loooaaotive of extra 209 was working steam at the tisae 
of the collision* 

Brakemaa Pierce, of extra 308, stated that ho was 
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stan&lng about 70 feet south of the switch whom hs sew ex* 
trn S09 approaching, and when that train was about five oaf 
lengths from the switch he realized that it was not going to 
stop before passing the switch and he gave a stop signal to 
the engineman« The engineman >ald no attention to bis sig­
nal and Brakeman Pierce then yelled to him. Ee stated that 
he did not go out with a flag, as be was assisting with the 
wort his train m a performing* 

Bxh&eman Ferguson, of extra 308, stated that extra 
£09 was supposed to stop at the west passing track switch,, and 
be did not consider it necessary to protect his train by flag* 
He also stated that extra 309 w s working steam when the col­
lision occurred. 

Conductor Coolc, of extra 209 f stated that when be re­
ceived train order Ho* 4 he compared it with Zngineaan Owen, 
and that they both understood It correctly» He stated that ap­
proaching S&aplewood he was in ths rear coach, and judging from 
the speed of bis train be thought extra 306 must be into olear* 
Be stated that his engineman sounded no meeting point signal 
approaching Haplewood. Be stated further that after the acci­
dent occurred he did not notice whether or not the light 
on the tender of locomotive SOS was burning, but noticed 
that the switch light was burning brightly, displaying a red 
indication. He stated that the fact that the fire door of 
the locomotive was open after the accident was ©videaoe that 
the fireman of bis train was putting in a fire at the tisie the 
accident occurred* He stated that the throttle attachment 



was heat, making it impossible to tali -whether or not the 
force of the collision had caused the throttle to dose, and 
stated that the reverse lever was two or tferee notches In 
the forward position* He stated that although all of the 
oars of his train were equipped with air hrsk.es in operating 
condition, it did not enter his mind to stop the train by 
means of the conductor's aaargaaoy valve until It was too late 
to do so. 

This aoeldent was caused by the failure of B&gineman 
Owen* of extra 209, to have his train under control approach-
lug Maplewood. 

As the engineman, fireiaan and head hra^eman of extra 
£09 were killed in the collision* the reason why Sngine&an 
Owen failed to approach the meeting point with his train under 
control, as required by the rules, can not he ascertained* 
However, the evidence se&ris to Indicate that either Engineman 
Owen was asleep or he ttought that the switch was lined up for 
hiii* and that extra 303 was Into olear, the latter conclusions 
being the more probable* 

The crew of extra 306 are also censurable for fail­
ing to take any measures to protect their train while doing 
work at Mepl ewood* Conductor Henderson stated that he could 
see extra 209 coming "almost to Mt. Clair,* a distance of 
3*4 miles, yet he gave no instructions to his flagman, although 
he had both tracks blocked and a ool2 islon was inevitable if 
extra £09 failed to stop before reaching the switch* Flagman 
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Pierce was assisting in doing the station work at Haplewood* 
and &ade no attempt to protest his train. He did not even 
give a stop si glial to the approaching train until he saw that 
it was not going to stop, it than Being only shout five oar 
lengths away from the switch* Snglnema fay lor did not 
thistle out a flag&aa, end made no inquiry about the pro* 
taction of his train* ¥he situation of extra SOB at Staple-
wood was calculated to deceive the engineasn of the approach­
ing train, as the switsh light indicated that the switch was 
lined up for the siding, and with the engine of extra 308 > 
tender first, spotting cars in the elding, signals given by 
members of the crew of extra 308 slight easily have been mis­
taken by Bnglnemen Owen for signals calling him into the 
siding. It can hardly be assumed that all three of the nen 
on the locomotive of extra S09 were asleep, or so inattentive 
to their duty as to deliberately ignore ail precautions and 
rules for the safety of their train at a meeting point, and 
It le probable that had extra 303 been properly protected 
this accident would not have occurred* 

Engineman Owen entered the service of the Cincinnati, 
Indianapolis & Western Railroad as firemen in BSaroh, 1906, 
and was promoted to ©nginoman in December, 1910* In February, 
1011, he was assessed with thirty demerit marks for his re* 
sponsibility in connection with a collision at Moorefield, 
end in March, 1918, he was dismissed for his responsibility 
in connection with a derailment at Ohrisman, $11» In July, 



1913, ho was reinstated as emgin«sisn« 
At tha time of tha acoidant tha orew of extra £09 

had been on duty about 10 hours and 40 reunites. Before $oing 
on duty on the day of the aoeldent Engineman Own had been off 
duty 8 hours and 10 minutes. 


