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INTERSTATE 0 0 1 1 : 2 R O E C C R I S S I O R 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF BUREAU OF SAFETY IN 
RE INVESTIGATION OF 41* ACCIDENT "THIC1-" OCC1RRED 
ON THE CHICAGO, ST PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS d- O.iAHA 
RAILROAD AT SIOUX CITY, IOVA, ON JUNE 2, 3930. 

August 4, 1930. 
To the OOnnission: 

On June 2, 1930, tnere wis a head-end collision 
between a Chicago, Burlington & Qumcy Railroad 
passenger tram and a Chicago, St Paul, Minneapolis & 
Omaha Railroad freight tram, on tne line of the last 
named carrier at Sioux City, Iowa, which resulted m 
tne injury of three passengers, four employees, and one 
other person 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on Subdivision No. 1 of the 

Nebraska Division, extending between Sioux City, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska, a distance of 125 4 miles, this is 
a sirgle—track line over which trams aie operated, by 
time-table, tram orders, and a manual b l ock-sif nal 
system Between First Street, Sioux City, am 1 Ferry, 
NePraska, a distance of 3,5 miles, within which territory 
the accident occurred, trains of the CB&QRR m e operated 
over tee tra.eks of the CStPIA&ORR. The accident occurred 
on the n a m track between the switches "of Bridge Cut 
sidmg; the siding is 823 feet m length and parallels 
the n a m track on the west, the accident occurring at 
a point 472 feet south of the north switch. Approaching 
the point of accident from the north, the track is 
tangent for 4,199.2 feet, followed by a 6° 30' curve 
to the right 967.9 feet m length, the accident occur­
ring on this curve at a point about 400 feet from its 
northern end. Approacnmg from the South, the track is 
tangent for more than 4,000 feet, followed by the curve 
on which the accident occurred. The grade for south­
bound trains is 0.75 per cent ascending around the curve 
involved. 

Owing to the deep cut, neither crew could see the 
opposing tram around the curve until they were within a 
short distance of eacn other. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
vvhich occurred about 6.55 p.m. 
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Description 

Tram Mo. 73 departed from First Street at 6 49 p m 
four .urates late, out ins ecu of heading in ac the 
north switch of one parsing trac1' at Bridge Cut, it con­
tinued on the m m tmck and. collided with tram To. 22 
between tht_ switches while iravolin^ ant a speed estimated 
to have been about 15 miles per hour. 

Northbound CStPM&O thud-class freight tram No. 
22 consisted of 18 cars and a caboose, hauled 07- engine 
302, and was m charge of Conductor navanau°h and 
Engineman Onstot At Ferry, 2.3 miles south of Bridge 
Cut, a caution card, and copies of trrnn order Fo 46, 
Form 19, oreviously referred to, were leccived. Traan 
No 22 departed Irom t>as pomt at J . 7 8 p m , 2 0 
minutes l nte, and shortly niter passim- the soueh switch 
of the passing track at Bridre Cut it collided ,rrith 
tram No 73 while moving no a I01" rate ot ooced. Tne 
lead trucic of engine 3020 t i - S dcraalad, but neither 
engine was badly damaged, one car m tr~m I'o. 2 2 TTLG 
also derailed. 

Sumiary of evidence 
Enginenm Taylor, of ura:n To. 73, stated cnat he 

was thoroughly f arali ir vath. the reo in roments of traan 
order No. 4b, received art First Street, although the 
order w^s not delivered to htm personally jy the 
conductor, nor did ho rra.lL it a"i oud to tne contactor, 
as rcotired, tne Cxigi.io.~iui, however, read the order aloud 
to the fire, in Engine iai Taylor ŝ jx1 tha.t a, stop wa„s 
â.de for tho C^StP&P crossii0 located between First 
Street and nrid-gc Cut, out tha„u ne did not sound the 
mginc thistle approaching t-c meeting point, as he was 
of the opinion that it w ns 1:01 repaired to be done on 
the CStPH&ORR. Appropening the north switch of the 
passing track at Bridge O n , tho opeed wa? about 30 
or 35 ailei per hour '7nen m the lumeda^te vicinity 
of the switch, he shut off steam, m d as soon as he 
saw the engine of the opposing train a, saort distance 
away, he applied the air urm:es m emergency, he 

Southoourd CB&3 passe iger trnn No 75 consisted 
of one combination car and one coach, both of rood en 
construction, hauled oy en-me 3 0 2 0 , md wr>s m charge 
of Conductor 0 'linen and Enginê r-ai Taylor At First 
Street, 1 0 hales nortn of Bridge Cat, a caution card 
ard. t ro tram orders rcre received, one of ths^e, 
namely, tram order No 4 6 , Form 51, reading in part as 
follows. 

"No 75 take siding eet 
No 22 at Bridge Cwt *** " 

http://rra.lL
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jumped ju'st prior to the collision, nt much time he 
estimated the speed to bmve teen about 15 allies per hour 
Engineman Taylor had been operating passenger trains over 
this section ton. a number of yems, mid said tnat it wa„s 
customary for tram Ho. 73 to aake meets at Bridge Cut 
about once or t ace a \ eek The air or pikes kmd been 
tested and worked properly, the engine wa.,3 m good 
condition, m d there was nothing m coranectiori 'nth the 
trip to distract his attention from the meet order except 
that he was rot accustomed to operating an engine of 
the type of engine 2020, a 2-o-2 engine Snrmeman 
Taylor stated that he did not hear Fireman Holt or 
Brarkemmn Haney, both cf whom were also riding on the 
engine, call attention to the meet when, approaching 
Bridge Cut, and said that he entirely overlooked the 
meet with tram Ho 22 Ho apparent reason for his for-
getfulnesa was developed. 

Fireman Holt, of tram Ho 73, was fully aware of 
the contents of tram order Ho 46, ne stated that he 
hod just finished putting m a fire and ras on the seat 
box, he noticed that the engine m„s near the north 
switch of t'n passing track at 3ridge Cut, nt -Inch time 
he estimated the speed to bmve been about 25 or 30 miles 
per hour, and he and the brakeman shouted to the engme­
man about the time the north snitch 1_as reached, and the 
engmemnn immediately applied tne air brakes m emergency, 
the speed being reduced to about 15 miles per hour at 
the time of the collision Fneman Holt also s ̂  ted that 
it was not the regular practice for cngmemcn to sound 
the meeting-point whistle si.'nal m this particular 
vicinity, and that m order to h^ve complied nth that 
part of the rule requiring that this signal be sounded 
at least 1 mile before reaching the meeting point, the 
signal should have been sounded just after leaving 
First Street. 

Brakeman Hmey stated that he rend and understood 
the tram order involved before hmding it to the 
enginenan Ke rode the engine so as to be m position 
to line the north svitch of the pressing track at Bridge 
Cut to head m , and sa.id that when his tram was about 
300 to 450 feet from the switch, traveling at a speed 
of about 20 or 25 miles per hour, he called the atten­
tion oi the engmeman to the meet, but the engineman 
did not m nke any effort to reduce speed and as they 
neared the switch he again called to the engmeman; 
the opposing tram came into view at about that time, 
and it was then too late to avert the accident 

Conductor O'Brien, of tram No 73, s t a t e d that, he 
received the orders m the office at First Street, but 
that he did not personally deliver them to the engme­
man, giving them to the brakeman to give to the engine-
nan, as the bra.kenan was going to ride on the engine 
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to line the north switch of the passing track. Con­
ductor O'Brien atrted that approaching Brid.gc Cut he went 
xo the re-er door of the coach, so as to definitely ascer­
tain his location, and whei he re-ched for the trap 
door, ;hich was down, the collision occurred.. Conductor 
O'Brien further stated that the rule m regard to sound­
ing the neetmg-point ihisxle signal at least 1 rule 
before reaching the meeting point, is not observed at 
this particular location, as it is oily slightly more 
than 1 mile from First Street to Bridge Cut Conductor 
O'Brien we,s under tne impression that the freight tram 
had arrived at tne meeting point first and had opened 
the north sr/itch of the parsing track tor his tram, 
he said tram No. 73 h-s a, meet ..t Bridge Cut about 
once a week and that it el rays tnfres sidmg 

Engmeman Onstot, of tram No 23, stated tha/t the 
speed of his tram w->g aoout 7 or 8 miles per hour on 
passing the soutn switch of the passing tnclf at Bridge 
Cut, approonhmg the north switch, the fireman amid head 
brakeman, being on the inside of the curve, shouted that 
train No 73 was coming on the m a m track instead of 
having taken the siding, and Engineman Onstot immediately 
applied the air brakes m emergency, and. he thought the 
collision occurred just after his tram had stopped. 
Statements of Fireman Jacobs and Head Brakeman Early 
corroborated m substance those of Engineman Onstot, 
while statements of Conductor Kavnnaugh and. Flagman 
weber brought out notning additional of import-*ice. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused, by the failure of Engmeman 

Taylor, of CB&Q passenger train No. 73, to obey a tram 
order establishing a meeting point. 

The testimony m to the effect that it n̂„s custom­
ary for tram No 73 to naeke meets at Bridge Cut passing 
track sevcrad times a month, and for this tram to take 
sidling Engineman Taylor rras familiar ôith the con­
tents of tram order No. 48, as ^ere the other icmbcrs J 

of tho crew of tram No. 73, and there wa„s nothing in 
connection with the trm to distra.ct his attention from 
the meet order, except that he ,*p„s not accustomed to 
operating m engine of ihe tope ho was handling, and m 
some unexplo,ined way he entirely overlooked the meet 
with tram No. 22. 3oth the fireman and head, orakeman 
stated th->"G they called the engincrvn's attention to 
the meet, but apparently he did not he^r or understand 
them, jid. when they realized he was not going to stop 
at the switch, it was then too late to avert the accident 

Under the rules, a Form 31 train order must be 
delivered to the engmeman personally by the conductor, 
ajid the engmemaai must read it aloud to the conductor 
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befoie proceeding "hiLe Conductor O'Brien -ad En inemnn 
Taylor both failed to comply literally with uhc lule m 
this instance, each cf then JOG thoroughly familiar ~ith 
tho--contents of train order No. 46, whici .^s delivered 
to the englnerajiri by the brokeaan, /ho "as ^Iso J iding on 
tne engine for the espies1? purpose of opening the 
passing track switch 

On this portion of line there v a ? a move icnt of 
approximately 30 trains per day In vie i of u his volume 
of traffic on single track, and the circumstances 
surrounding this accident, tho carrier should give 
careful consideration to the need for additional protec­
tion on this line 

All of the employees involved "ere experienced men, 
a.u the time of the accident the crew of tram No 73 
had been on duty less than 1 hour, after having been 
off duty more than 40 hours, while the crew of tram 
No 23 had been on duty less than 8 hours, prior to 
vhich they had been off duty more thm 40 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 
17. P. Borland, 

Director. 
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