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LJIZDSTATE COIZXRCE CC 7 ISSIOr

RICORT OF TrE DIRTCTCR OF T2 BURTAU OF SAFETY IN
2T ITVISTIGATION OF AT .ﬁLuC‘IJ‘:)’:"Trn THICE 00CTPRII
ON TEE CHICAGO, ST PAUL, IIINNZAPOLIS 2 OATA
RATLROAD AT SIOUX CITY, IOWA, OIT JUIIT 2, 1830,

Ausust 4, 1930.
To the Cowmisgion:

On June 2, 1930, tnere wns a head-end collicion
between a Ch1ica 200, ?urllagtor & Quincy Ratitlroad
passecngsr train nd a Chiceago, 8t Pavl, linneapolis &
Omaha Ri1lroad freight train, on tne line of the last
ramed carrier at Bioux City, Iowa, rhich resulted in
tae 1njury of threc pessenrers, four enployees, and one
other person

location arnd nethod of oneration

This =zccident occurred on Subddivision o, 1 of the
Nebraska Division, exteading between Sioux Citr, Iowa,
and Omaha, leoraska, a dist-ace of 125 4 niles, thlis 1s
a glrzle—~track line over which trains aire operated by
time-tavle, train orders, and a mnaual block-sirnal
gsysten Between First Street, Sioux City, and Ferry,
Nebraska, o digtance of *.,5 -1leg, within which territory
the accident occurred, trains of the CB&QRR ~re operated
over toe tracks of the CStPU&ORR. The accident occurred
on the nain track between the switches ol Bridge Cut
g1cing; the siding 1s 822 feet 1n length and parallels
the mailn track on the west, the accident occurring at
a point 472 feet south of the north switch. Approaching
the point of accident from the north, the traok 18
tangent for 4,182.3 feet, followed by a 89 30! curve
to the right 967.9 feet in length, the accident occur-
Ting on this curve at a point about 400 feet from 1ts
northerua end. Approacning from the South, the track ies
tangent for more than 4,000 feet, followed Dy the curve
on which the accident occurred. The grade for south-—
bound trains is 0.75 per cent ascending around thc curve
1involved.

Owing to the deep cut, neither crevw could sce the
opposing train around the curve until they wereg within a
short distance of eaca other.

The v=ather was clear at the time of the accident,
ihich occurred about 6.55 p.m.
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Deszcripsion

Southuourd OB&J passeger train "o 70 coiststed
of one corbination car aad oune conch, bBoth of 7ooden
construction, hauled oy en-1ine 2020, ~nd wng 10 Charge
of Conductor O'3rien and Tafinenan Ta*lo At First
Street, 1 3 uilles norts of DTl@WL Cat, o coutron card
ard tro trein orders vere recoived, n.ae of theasgs,
nasely, trein order No 46, Fora Zl, rcading 1a part as
follows.

"No 72 toke s1l1c;, eet

¥c 22 at Bridge Ot *** 0
Troin No. 77 denarted froa First Street at 6 49 p
four airutcs late, out 1nsce~d of heoding 1. at
north svitch »f ke vacginyg track at Erldwe Cut, 1
tinzed on tre 'ain trock cnd collided wath trerin T
betveen the switches while cravelin., ol o gpecd €8
to have been asout 1o wileg per hour.
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Northbound CStPM&O third-cless freight frain Ko.
28 coasisted of 18 cnxs amd @ cabonse, hauled 57 englne
302, and wes 1n cherge of Conducsor Yavanauch and
Eﬂ”lﬂcﬂﬂn Onstot At Ferry, 2.3 1108 gouth of Bridge
Ght, a coutlon card aad copiles of train order o 46,
For- 19, nreviously referred to, vere 1cceived. Tra 10
o 22 dep-rted trom t®is noint a2t 5.78 p 1, 20
nirutes I-te, r~ad shortls ~lter nassln~ the soush switch
of the passing track »t Bradce Jut 1t collide’ r1iib
treia I'o 72 vhile mom1iar 2t a tow rwe of <oced Tae
lead trucxk of enjine 3030 --~s Agrniled, butbt neiticr
engine vas badly dauwnsed, one car in tre1n 0. A2 Tog
~rlso deroiled,

Swa1ary of ovidence

Engiaer n T-vlor, of orriz: I'o. 73, stoted cast he
was thoroughly foriailyr il the reoaoo rﬂmban of train
orcder No. 40, rececivad at First Stireet, nlthour,x the
order vos a0t delivered To him nersoarlly ov the
conductor, nor did hc rcad 1t alovrd to tne con acbor,
as reorlred, toe casiactwn, orever, reesd the nrvder aloud
to the firc. ~n Erngincn Teyslor soud thft A 3u0D ™”ASs
~ade for the CUSLP&P crosaii, locnated botuveca First
Street ~ad sridge Cut, out thoo -~e A1l nOu sound the
vagine aistle opproaching tre aceting point, s he wasg
of the opinion irat it wog nev rerulred to Te done on
the JStPH&OPR. Approncalng the north ewitel of the
passing, track at Bridge Ci., the zoeed mne avout &
or 35 .a1le= per hour Wiecn 1n the umedi~te vicinlty
of the switeh, he shut off steam, ~ud ng goon nsg Le
saw Lhe engine of the opporing troln 2 siord Clstonce
avay, he applied the rir wr-kes 1n enerpency, ae
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Juemped Just prior to the ¢ollisacn, at waich time he
catin~ted the speced to h-ve Teen about 15 walles nor hour
Engincrinn T~ylor had been oporating pessenper tr-ins over
this section ton » nuiber of ye-rs, -~nd spid taat 1t wns
custonary for trrin No. 73 tc -ake mects at Bridge Ont
about once or trice a leck The nir uwrnkes L-fA been
tested ond —orked properly, the engine wns 1n good
condiltion, ~nd there wos nothing in connection vith the
trip to disirsct his rttencion from the meel order except
thot he was not nccustomed to operating nn engine of

the type of engine 2020, o Z-o-2 enplae Ingincion
Teylor stnrted thrt he Gid not hear Firewan Holt or
Brakeri~a Honey, both of whom were also riding on the
engine, call attentioa to the ucet vaen aporoaching
Bridge Cut, rnd sri1d that he entirely overlooked the

seet 1rith train Ho 22 Wo opparent reason Tor his for-
getfulness was developed.

Fireuwan Holt, of train Wo 73, ‘rns fully amrre of
the contcnts of train order No 46, ae stnatcd that he
hnd Just finished putting i1n » fire and vas on the seat
box, he noliced that the ensinc "~ ng nerr the acrth
s7itch of t™e passing track at Bridege Cub, =t ~Tich time
he estimnted the sneed to h-ve been ~bout 25 or 30 niles
per hour, ~nd he rnd the orokemrn shouted to the engine-
man soout the time the north g~i1tch =8 reached, ool the
enginemsn 1rmedintely cpplied tac air br-keg 1n e ergency,
the speed being reduced to about 15 miles per hour nt
the time 2f the collistion Fizermon Holt nlso s.~ited that
1t wns not the regular practice Tor cnginemca to sound
the meetiag-point whistle s1;n~1 1n this p-rtaiculer
vicinity, ond that in order to hove corpliad -1th that
part of the rule reguiring thet this signnl be sounded
at least 1 rmile before re~ching the mecting polat, tTae
signnl should have been sounded Just ~fter lenwving
First Street.

Brokemnn Hrney gtoted th-t he rend ~nd understood
tlie trnin order involved before hondiag 1t %o the
enginerian  He rode the eafine 30 ng to be 1n position
ta line the north svitch of the pnssing trock at Bridge
Cut to head in, and snid that vhen his train waos about
300 to 450 feet from the switch, ir~veling at n speed
of about 30 or 25 miles per hour, hc crlled the atten-
tion of the engineman to the meet, but the englneman
did not mnrke any cffort to reducc specd ond as they
neared the switch he agoin called to the eagineman;
the opposing trnin came into view at about that time,
and 1t was tben too late to avert the accident

Conductor O'Briecn, of trpin No 73, st-ted that he
recelved the orders 1n the office av First Strect, but
that he did not personnlly deliver them to the cagine-
ran, glving them to the brokeman to give to the cngine-
nan, as the brakeman was golag to ride on the engine



to line the north switch of the passing troack. Coa-
drctor C'Brien 3trted that spproaching Bridge Cut he ient
to the rcor door of the coach, so as to definitely ascer-
toin hig location, ~nd thear he re-chzd for the trao

door, hich wos dovn, lhe collision occurred. @Qoncuctor
O'Brien furtber stnied th~t the rule 1n reznrd to sound-
1ng the uneeting-poiant thistle signal at lenst 1 rale
before reachinsg the nectinz poiat, 19 not observed at
this prrticuler location, -~s 1t 1s 01ly slichtly rore
than 1 mile from First Street to Bridge Cut Coaductor
0'Brien was under tne improgssion that the frelght train
had -rrived ot tne meetianz poiat firet and hnd opened

the north switch of the passing track for his troin,

he said trrin No., 73 hrg n smeet ot Bridge Cut aoout

once n vreex ond that 1u olryrs taves siding

Euginemen Qastot, of train Fo 22, stoted thnt the
gpeed of his train wns acout 7 or 8 miles per hour on
passing the soubtn switch of the wassing tr~ck ot Bridge
Cut, cpproaching the north switeh, the fireman and hcad
brekemon, being on the 1nside of the curve, shovted that
trrin fo 7S waz coming on the aerin trock instead of
hoviag taken the sidine, -nd Engineman Onstot 1-medintely
oarplied the nir brakes in erergency, »nd he theousht the
colligion occurred just after his train had ctopped.
Strtements of Fireman Jocobg ongd Fead Brokownn Early
corrobor~ted 1n mubstnnce those nf Enginemnn Cnstot,
vhile statements of Conduclor Kav-nauch and Flaminn
WVeber brought out notaing sdditioncl of import-ice.

Conclusions

Tils accident was coused by ithe failure of Zaginemsn
Taylor, of CB&Q prssen~er train No. 73, to obey ¢ frnln
order establishing ~ meetiag point.

The teatriony 1a to the effect that 1t wng custon-
ary for train No 73 to =ate mects abt Bridge Cut pessing
track geveral tiies a month, end for this train to toke
siding Eagincan Toylor vag fannilaiar vwith the con-
tents of train order o, 45, as vere the other ierbers °
of the crew of train No. 73, nnd therec wns nothing in
Gonnection with the tr.p to distract his atteation fronm
the 7eet order, except thnt he s not accustoned to
operating ~n engine of the twpe he was bandling, and 1n
some unexplnined 7oy he entirely overlooked the .nect
with trrin Wo., 23. 3oth the fireman and head orzkeman
stated th-t they c-lled the enpginemrn's attcntion to
the meet, put appnrently he did not he-r or understand
them, nd vhen they renlized he woag not go1a to stop
At the sii1tch, 1t was then too lote to svert the r~ccident

Uncer the rules, o Forizx 31 irmin order rust be
delivered to the orgineren personnlly by the conductor,
and the enginemon must read 11 nloud to the conductor



ot b, W

n" M'l e

Ty R,

LI N h VR " - . r [
—B

before proceeding nile Conductor O'Bricn ~ad Ea ineman
Taylor poth feoi1led to comply laterally wivh che rtule 1n
this 1instance, each ¢f thonn gns thorouzhly faixliar —ith
he-contents of train order ¥o. 48, whica .ns delivered
to the cnglirneman by the brokenrn, sho "rae ~lso 11ding on
the engine for the expiess purpose of opening the

passlng track switch

On this portion of line there -;1ne a moveient of
approximately 30 trairs per day In vie. of uJh1s velume
of traffic on ¢inzgle track, ond the circunstances
surrounding this accldent, the carrier should [1ve
careful consideration to the need for addition~l protec-
tion on this line

A1l of the enployees involved rverc cxperienced rnen,
av vhe tine of the ~ccident ithe crew of train No 73
had becn on duty less thon 1 hour, ~fter hoving, been
off duty more then 48 hours, vhile the crew »f troain
No 3 hnd been on duty less then 8 hours, prior to
vhich they h=ad been orff duty wore thon 40 hours.

Regpuctfully subnitted,
W. P. Borlnand,

Director.



