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Ia re Investigation of accident vftloh occurred 
on the Una of tfee Chicago, St. Paul, 

Mian©apollc, & Omaha Railway 
at Mountain £»ake, Minn*, 

Siaroh 4, 1916* 

April 1$, 1916* 

On J&xroh 4* 1916, there %ne a rear-end collleien be­
tween two freight trains on the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, 
& Osiaha Hallway at fountain Lake, Minnesota, which resulted 
in the death of 4 persona md the injury of 3 persona, all of 
whom were In charge of live stock and emigrant outflta. After 
Investigation of this accident the Chief of the Division of 
Safety reports as follows* 

This part of the Chicago, 8t • Paul, Minneapolis 4 
0m$m Railway ia a single track line* Trains ere operated 
by tlsie-tablft and train orders, train movements being protect­
ed by a annual block systra; under which trains mt enter an 
occupied block after receiving & caution card* Under rule $o* 
9S-C of the rules of the Qj,eritlntf department the responsibil­
ity for colli si oas occurring ut stations rests with the ap­
proaching train* This rul© rwds as followsi 

"All regular fr«ljaht trains, extras and work extras will pass tnt<> and through all stations, and will op preach all isolated sidings, and all water tenkn and oowl sheds* with train under full central, expect in*? to find trains at euoh points* Speod oust be rnduoed; enginemejt and trainmen tauct aomenoe to get their train under control one mile from all auch at>eof fled points, eo that under no circuit?moes wbatover shall it be pos­sible for them to atrike say train, car or en­gine that my be within tbo switches or yard 
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limits of «ny station, or that mr bo taking ooal or wot or at any ooal oboe: or water tank* intlre responsibility for safety roots on approbating train** 
Tbe oolilaion occurred at a point about 1,3$0 foot 

east of the west passing track swltoh at ̂ fountain talcs, a 
ebort diataaoe west of tbe station* Approaching froa the 
weat the traok is straight between Bingham I.aka and fountain 
Lake, a dlatanc** of 6*2 miles* The grade la descending for 
a distance of 6,6()Q fe-t, vary ins **em *£5f to 1$, most of 
It being 1%. Then there is 1,200 fort of level traok, and 
an asaondiaa &rnde of .75% for 1,200 fe*t» tbe top of this 
last gra-de bela^ about &$Q f e«t west of tbe station. The 
weather wns oleer* 

Sastbound extra 314 consisted of 29 ears and a oa** 
boose, hauled by leeomotivs 314, and was in charge of Con­
ductor Levari oh and ̂ gineman Hill* It left Bin^hm tmfcs 
at 1:27 a* m* and arrived at ̂ fountain take at about it42 a* 
m*, stopping with tbe o&boeae 1,380 foot east of the woat 
passing trsek awitefr. There were eevoral oars to be set out 
at this point and the&e ears were piaood at the stock chute, 
which Is on the western end of the bouse traok nearly opposite 
where the oa boose stood* Tho looomotlvo was returning to tho 
train, after setting out tbe oars, when tbo roar end of the 
train was struck by ê atoound train Mo* 20* 

Xaet bound fast freight train fto« 20 consisted of 25 
cars and a caboose, hauled by laeossotivs 373, aad was in 



•hare* ef Conductor Ears aad Kagiaamaa Pater son* At Blaithem 
ta&e taa eaglae erew received a train order taat westbound 
pasaeager train Ho* 11 would wait at 8utterflaid, 7*3 alias 
bayoad Mountain Lake* aatil 7i 35 a* a» tor traia Ho* SO, aad 
also a caution eard shewing that taa aleak waa oeeunied or 
extra 314. aad that that traia had left 8ia£hea take at Is27 
a« a* The rear braheaan* hower^r* alaaad the heea* holding 
the order aad eautlaa eard* aad the trala arew had ao knowledge 
aa ta ahat orders were there far their traia* the eeaduetcr 
said he tools it for granted that there was only a oautloa oard 
aad «flde no attempt to atop hia train, although the train order 
hoard v»aa la the atop position when hia trala panned* Train 
8o* ao Omened aia^ea hake at U54 a* m* and collided with tha 
rear end ef extra 314 at MountnIn Lake at about StOO a« a* 

All af tha seven men fcho were sleeping; la the caboose 
of extra $14 ware killed or serioualy injured* The oahooee eas 
demolished, while the two oars Immediately abend of it were oen~ 
alder ably damaged* Slight d&xaago ana auatalaed by one other 
ear aad by tha locomotive of train Ufa* 20* Nona af tbe aheals 
aader tha loooaatlve of train So* SO aaa derailed and ao damage 
waa auatalaed by the equipment of thia trala* 

Shglneaan Petersen of trala Ho* 20 atated that be re­
ceived a traia order and a eautien eard aa hia train passed 
Blnghaa Lake* Whan he reached the too of the hill, a alia end 
a half west of Mountain Lake, ha aould alearly sea the switch 
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lighta, but did not tno anything of tho oahoooo lighta on tho 
oxtra. Shortly afterward a ho sound ad tho station whistle and 
after that tho creasing whistle* IShea within 10 or 15 ear 
leagfcbs of tho west passing track a wit oh ho ana aomeene giving 
stop signals with a white lantern* It than ooaurred to him that 
possibly tho extra might bo t lie re, end he abut off steam and ftp* 
ailed tho emergency air-brakea. Eo thought tha speed *ea about 
AO or 45 miles an hour and thought it had boon reduced to 20 
alios aa hour when tho collision occurred* He stated that bo 
did not aao tho caboose of tho extra until hia loeostotlvs waa 
oleso enough to it to allow hie* to tea tho reflect ion of his 
electric headlight on tho window glass on tho roar of tho ca­
boose, end ho thought that tho tail lights of the caboose wore 
either extinguished or wers so evoked that ho could not see 
them* He said that when ho got to hia foot after Jumping from 
tho loooaotive tho hood brakenaa remarked, *Hot a tail light 
lit." Raglaenjon Peterson further stated that hia locomotive 
waa equipped with en electric headlig&t, but that it waa burn* 
ins 3?o riy aad lllu&inatiag to the right and up Into tho air, 
but that ho did not know what waa tho matter with It* fhotooo* 
active waa aot giving hist any trouble at aH and tho airbrakes 
wore in good condition* Ho also stated that ho hud hia hoad 
oat of the window from tho ti&o hia train started down tho 
hill approaching Mountain lake* 

Plraaan Jennings atated that before reaching the top 
of tho hill west of fountain Lake, Xâ inemaa Pot arson pushed 
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open the window and was looking out of tho window froa that 
point to the point of tho accident, The firat thia$ he know 
of danger ahead was when the anglottsiaa ahut off ate^as, applied 
tho (siT-brakea, m& told htm to junp« Firemen Jeaaiaga than 
looked out of tho gangway aad saw the caboose of the extra a 
short distance ahead, hut did not see any lights oa th« r e a r 

of it. He thought his train must have been 2 5 ®? 30 asr lengths 
from the on coos** whoa the brakes wars applied; and he stated 
that when he first noticed the speed* after the brakes had been 
applied, it was ibout 20 o r 25 ailea aa hour* Be thought the 
collision occurred at about 2sQQ a* us. Be also stated that 
aft^r the accident, fagin̂ eaam Peterson told bin tbst hm did 
aot aaa my red light is j he first saw stop si goals being eivan 
w H b a whit c lantern ana at about the aasae time he saw the 
re^ir end o f the e&boose* 

Hawd Broicenan Walker stated that he thought his train 
P©assd aing&fvm L*ke b#tv'©fm li£5 a. nu and 1 : 5 0 a, &•* cut T * S B 

not positive* Boaidea th@ caution cart? an ord^r was reeetlv*>d 
at this poiat sdvi&ing thea that *n opposing; paasanger train 
wins lato, ttud he stated that after leaving Bingham Itoko they 
w«*rfj thinking of that order* ^hm the eaglnemaa sounded she 
tit at Ion tshlstle approaching Mountain Lake ho looked out of the 
window aad began watching the switch lightss the sp*>«5d at tbla 
tine was 4bout 4 0 or 5 0 milaa an hour* Suddenly he saw th$ 
Cisbttose of the ©rtr« revealed in the raya of the electric hemt* 
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light, at wbieh tin© the locomotive fete close to the east 
switch. At about th© assae t1 rce the engineman a hut off at earn 
and applied the "mergynoy "srsfeas. Brakeman Walker thought 
the engine by thia tine was nearly opposite tbe switch and 
at firat thought that tha ea^inasaan would be able to atop 
the traia* 3raIceman Walker further atat«d that when ha first 
saw tho caboose, ha did aot thiak anything about the r«d lighta 
^hiofc should bavo b©en on the raar of the e»beo«a\ ha did not 
rea«ber seeing thaa aad asi*? th&t ha was unabia to say £ ©fi­
nitely whether or not th«y *?era th©re* After tbe aaaideat he 
re&arked to tba ta^iaajsan th«t be did not see the tail lUrhtK* 
Ha thought that th© headlight on hia locomotive waa ia goad 
condition* Re further stac^i that th© engineman did aot aay 
anything to hi**! about th«* caution card, only saying that train 
3o. 11 waa lata* 

Conductor Hart &tat>td that h?- 4id not notice tt what 
tisia his train ^asaafl Zln^h- n 1,^, ! ;̂t that ha h&d a llftet 
train, and that the tr*cfc ratt*/ faatv rmd that thsy ran 
right Alcaic• Contlac Into Mcntit̂ ia lake, tha rear brakeoaa told 
hiss th<*t ha could ©ea aos«ro:u- ̂ vint atop signals, hia eahcoea 

being at this tiae about ?j or "50 o*r lengths wast of tha switch, 
About tha asme time ha ff.lt %hi ^ir-brakes being applied ia 
emergency* He thought the v*-3 or tha traia «hen the collision 
occurred was abcut 15 or ?o m hour, but aatd that this 
estimate vms bae«d *m tho done, «nd not on hia personal 

observation of the speed* 

http://ff.lt


Flagman K̂ ogtin an train No. 20 stated that reach­
ing Mountain I.ak« ha looked out of the side window in order to 
bo in readiness to w&tcb the train as it rounded the ourv® just 
beyond tha station, and that he sew at05 signals haing &ivm 

with a v&ite lantern, the alr-breken being applied at about 
this tits©. IS» thought th*t the spaed between £in&ha& Ltske snd 
Mountain Lak# varied from 55 to 49 mllee an hour* 

Conductor Levorlob of ey.trs 3 1 4 stated thofc bia trnin 
stopped et Mountain Lake, and that «>he» he got off be saw the 
markers and they Showed e red indieation to the rear ̂mfi ̂ ere 
burning bristly* senile svriteblag *t Mountain t.ske, h« s» 
tho ©ieetric headlight of train $ 0 * 20 some dlstanoo m®.y, and 
as he looked in that direction he not iced that the light on bis 
side of the eabca&e, whlefe would be the ri$ht side going east, 
was burning* As the train approached the «agin«̂ i« ̂faiatlsd 
for the station and abut off stenffi* GcntJuatcr Levarioh though 
it was coding pretty fast sad b«*gsa to give stop signals *ith 
his lantern* At this bias® ho> thought he ma «bcut 1? or 15 
oar lengths from his caboose* 

Fiâ aon Taylor of extra 314 stated that the markers 
on tho cabooae were In good condition! while Fireman Alorleant 
stated, thfit when leaving 3iâ faaa Lake, he looked beck and cai? 
thsit they were burning, showing ̂  ireen Indication to the front. 
Ehgin̂ -aan Hill further stated he looked et bis watch, *?hilo 
switohiag just before the collision occurred, §nd it ma then 
2} 00 S * ! Q , 



Operator borrow, ©a duty at Bingham Lake, statad that 
extra 314 loft that point at 1:27 a. a*, at which time the mar­
kers oh the roar of tho e&boose wero burning and showing a red 
indication to the roar. Ha »l»o stated that train Ho. ao 
passed at 1*54 a* n« at a speed of abeut $0 miles aa hour* 

This accident was caused by tbe failure of %^inoma 
Peterson to have hier train under full control oo&lng into 
Mountain Lake* His responsibility Is definitely determined 
by rule ifo. 9$-C» quotod above, ?*hieh provides that tho apô d 
of all freight tralnK camint into sad passing through stations 
aad certain ofehar ̂joints shall fee such thnt under no circus** 
stances will it he possible to «trik© any train, oar or loco­
motive, la this case, o>:tr& 314 hisd stopped between the 
switches at tho atatios far 5h« s;ur- wsa of switching out some 
oars, and under ml© 2Vo. responsibility resteA -sita 
the orew of the approach *r"-<in. Th« svidense ladtQat«i>s 
that the markers <cm tljs c-.b' o->̂  »,, m 314 w»ra burning, but 
la vi*m of tho provisions ot n L " So. the question of 
whether or not they w&i-tf :>urr.in̂  hne nothing to do with the 
question of reeronsibllitv; neither ia rule Ho* 99 involved, 
as that rule requires fl^^an to .rotnot their trains only 
whan they stop between 0taticna« 

whllo £agiaa*Kui ,j*t ?wn is directly reavonelblo for 
this accident, attention is ctl'sd to the faet that whoa p&ss* 
lag Mngyvm. Lfska, yiagnsa X * e r m ,:loe<?d tho hoop holding tho 



the traia order aad caution onrd* At this time the train order 
hoard wee in the stop position sad by allowing his traia to 
peso thle board, la the atop position, without receiving &&y 
authority to do so Conductor Hart violated rule ffa» 302 of 
the rules of tha operating department* Tfeia rule provide® that 
trains arriving at! a blook station where tho olf&al is at atop 
ffiuat obtain proper authority froa tho aigaalŝ a bofora proceeding, 

Shtiiaeaaa Peterson entered thio service ae fireman 
ia October 1907 and ma promoted to eâ iaeiaan In January 191% 
la February 1914 ha had been diaslaa«d for violation or th® 
rules regarding the securing e? olaaraaoo, and for aot t eating 
his eir-breke© before reaching the to^ of a 1$ grade* At the 
tlno of tha accident he bed been on duty ov̂ r 12 hours nTtvr 
a period off duty of about IB hours* 


