(346)

In re Inveetigation of acocldent whioh ocourrod
on the line of the Chioags, 8t. Paul,
Himnenpolis, & Omaha Reailway
at Mountain Lake, ¥Minn.,
Maraoll 4, 191&.

April 15, 19186,

On Hereb 4, 1916, thers was & reareend sollision bee
twean two frelght tralnz on the Chicege, 8t. Prul, Minnasgolia,
& Omaha Hellway at Mountaln Lake, linneacts, whioh resultaed
in the death of 4 porsons and the injury of 3 persona, all of
whom were 1ln oharge of live atook and emigrant outfita. After
favantigstlion of this aocoidsnt the Chief of the Diviaion of
Bafety reportns as follows:

This part of the Chlosgo, &b, Paul, Uinpeapelis &
Cmahs Nellway 18 & aingle Srack line. Trains are operated
by tigpeetnble and train oprders, troin movemenss belng protagte
od by a aspusl blook systen under whioh trsing mey snter an
oooupied bloek after receiving o onution card. Under rule Ho,
98=C of the rules of the oierting department the reeponalbil-
ity for ecllisiocns oocurring ut statlions rests with the ape
proaching trsin. This »uls ronds ag followss

PALL regular frelght trains, exbras ond work
extras will pass inte and through all stotions

and will approsch all laolated sidings, and a1l

wator toanks and oonl sheds, with temipn under full

eopbrol, expscting to Pind tralns et such poinis,

Specd muat be roduced; onginemen end trainmen

mugt commenae to got their treain under control

one nmile from all such spes!fied polnts, eo that

under no siroumstanoes whatowver shall it he pose-

sible Loy them t~ atrike apy SIuin, ear or -
gine thut mey be within the switohes or yard
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lizits of any staution, or that may be taking

ot rearaalLL18Y for satey costs

approtching trein.”

The collialon occurred at a pafnt sbout 1,380 fast
szat of the west paseing traock switeh at Mountsin Leke, 8
short distance weat of the statlicn. Approaching froa the
wont Lhe traok fa strafisht Detween Singhanm Lake snd Yountsein
Loke, a dilztanoe of S.2 miles, The grads is dessending for
2 distanos af 6,600 fe-t, varylang frea .25% to 1%, most of
it belny 1%. Then there i3 1,200 feoct of level trnok, snd
an sgoending grade of «75% ror 1,200 fort, the top of ihis
last grade belng about &40 fecvd west of the atation, The
wenther was oloar,

Bauthound extra J14 comsisted of 29 ¢are and a oa-
boose, hauled by logomotive 314, end was in oharge of Con-
duntor Levarich and Enginemsn BIll. It laft Bingham Leke
at L:27 a, m. and arrived st Mountaln Lake at about 142 a,
we, Sbopping with the guhoome 1,380 fost esst of the west
pasaing trzok awiteh. There wers seveXal asrz to be net out
at thia point and theze oars were plaged at the steck chute,
which s on the weatern end of the louse track aearly oppesite
where the gnboogse stood, The locomctive waa returning to the
train, aftsr settlng out the oars, when the rear end of the
train wep strusk by ssstbound trein Ho. 20,

Bustbound fast frolizht tralin He, 20 nansiatpﬁ of 2%

oars and a osboose, hsuled by locoamative 373, mnd was in
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sharge of Conduotor Hart and Engineman Peterscn. At Biaghem
Iake the onglne erew reaeived s train order that westbound
pessanger $rain No, 1l would wait at Butterfield, 7.3 miles
beyond Mountsin Lake, until 7e3% a, m, for Srein No. 30, and
also a eaution ocayd showing that the blook wan cocupied by
extra 114, and that that train hed left Binghew Luike st 1127
&¢ ®e« Tha rsar drokamsn, bowevsr, wisaed the hooep, holding
the order and osuticn oerd, and the traln erew Had o knowledge
as %o what opdays wers thore for their truin. The condustor
said he took It for grantoed that Shere wws only A osution ourd
and made no attempt to atop his tralpn, slthough the trala order
board was In the astop posltion when his trein passed, Train
Ho. 20 paesed Bingher Lake at 1:54 &, m. and collided with the
feay end of axtra Jii &t Mountaeln Lake ot about 2100 &, m.

A1l of the ssven men who were slesping in the oaboose
of extrn JYii wore kilisd or seriously injured. The ¢aboose was
demolished, wiile the two ocars lamedliately ehead of it were con~
sideradly damsged. 8light duxage was sustained by one other
oy and by the loscamotive of traln He. 20 ¥one of the wheols
uader the loocomotive of traln No, 20 was derailled and no dagage
was sustained by the equipment of Shis traln.

Enginensn Petsrson of train No, 20 stated that ho ree
oeived & traln order and = oaution gerd as his train pasaed
Binghem Lake. ¥hen he reached the top of the hill, & mile and
a half west of Mountain Lake, he could olsarly ses fhe awitoh
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lights, but did oot see anything of the sabooss lights on the
oxtrn, SBhortly afterwards he zcunded the ststion whistle and

aftey that the orcaning whistle. When within 10 or 15 aar
kengtha of' the wesd pasaing t@uck awitoh he saw aoneone glving
stop signals with & white lmntern. It then cgoourred to him thet
posnibly the extra might be there, and he ohut ¢ff stean and ape
?lied the emergensy ewir-drakes, He thought the apesd was about
A0 or 45 miles an bour snd thought it hed been reduced to 20
miless nn hour when the ocolllsion occurrad. He statsd tbhat he
di4d not sgee the 0sbooso of the extra until his locomotive was
glowe enough t¢ 4% to allew hism to 2ee the reflection of his
eleotric haadlight ¢oa tho window glnes on the rour of the daw
bocse, and Be thought that the tall 1ights of dhe ceboase were
either axtinguisked or were 3o smoked that he aculd not Baee
them, He seld thet when he got S0 his feet alfter junping from
the loocantlive tha heod brakeman ramarked, "Not s tall light
11t." TPaglnemean Peterson further atated that his locomotive
wap aguipped with an electric headlight, but that It vas burne
ing poorly and {lluminating to the right ané up into the alr,
bt that he 4id not know what was the matter with i1t. Thelooos
zotive was 3ot glving hin any sroudle as all and the airbraies
were in good gondition. He alao stetad that he had his hoead
out of the window from the time his trsip started down the
hill zpprounching Moumbain Lake,

Firezmon Jennings ststed that Before runahlﬁé\thm top
of the 2ill weat of Mountain Lake, Xagineman Petorson pushed
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open the window and wag looking out of Lhe window frow that
point to the point of the scoident, The first thing Ne knew
of dsnper ahead was when the enginesan shut off steqm, appllied
tha afr«drakes, and told him to jump, Firemen Jeanings then
looked out orf the gungway and sew the gnboose of the extra a
ghort dlatance ahsad, but 4id not ses any lights on tho rear

af 1t., He thought his train oust have been 25 or 30 esr lengtha

from the geboosa whoti the hrakes were applied; and he ghated

that when he first noticed the speed, after the hrakes had been

applied, 1t was sbout 20 or 25 miles an heur. He thought the
eoliinlan coourred at shout 2:100 a, w. He alao statod thot
arfter the ageident, "nginemen Peterson Lold him thet he 44
not ses any reod llights; he first asaw sbop signuls being slven
with a white lantern and st sahout the seme time he saw the
rear eiad of the ouboona,

Hownd Breakaman Walker stated that he thougkt his traln
peasen Olagham Leke Datvenn 1:L5 &« Me 884 1550 3. ®me, but wan
nct popitive, Bhsiden the ceution aard an order was regaived
at thila poiat sdvlsing them thet an opposing passenger train
wny lato, and he astabed that sfter lesving Blnghsnm Laks theoy
were thinking of that order. When the enginsman acunded the
station whistls approaohing Mountain Lake he looked out of the
window and began vatohing the switah lightsy the spesd at thin
time wag about 40 or S0 miles an hour. Suddenly he ssw the

¢shoose of the oxtre revesled 1n the rays of the eslactriec hende
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1ight, &% whioh tire the lcoomoblve was alose 6o the wont
awiteh, At about the same tiwe the englnaman shut off steam
and applied the amerzency “rakos, Hralkeman Walker Shought
the engine by this time wag nearly oppoaite the swlitah and

at first thought thut the engineman would be able o stop

the train, HIrakeman Walker further atsted that when he Tirst
gaw tho eaboose, he 41d act thlak anything about the rsd iilghts
shioh should have Boen on the rear of the oahoome; he dié net
remenber seeing them and gald thst he wes unable te sny defle
pitely whether or net thay were there. Affter the acoldent he
renerked to the snginewan that he 4id not ase the tall lights.
He thought thet the headllsht on hle locomotive wad in goed
sendition, He further stavsd that the englnemen d4id not say
anything teo hi=~ about the erution fard, only saying that trailn
Ho. 11 waen lato.

Conduetor Hapt atutad that he 414 not notloe st what
time his Brain naseed Jimk o L.o4a, bul thet he hed a llght
train, and that the $r=ek -4x  rott” fast, nud thet they Tan
rlght saleng, Coninr inte ‘onatoin Leke, the rear braiemsn told
him thst he dould seos gomecone ~Pving stop sighels, hia orboose
being at this tise about V) or 0 e~T leagths wast of the awiteh,.
About the same tinme he falt thy ~ip«brakesr Yelng applied in
emargenoy. He bhought the 3pa-3 ol the train when the coellisimn
ocaurred wis absut 15 or 20 fles sn hour, dut safid Shet this
estinate was bBased on the A va.e done, and not on his perannal

aobszervation of the apeed,

B e e e S



http://ff.lt

P

Flagman Koogen on train No., 20 stated that epyroache
ing Yountain Lake he loocked ocut of the aide window in order to
he in readinens to wateh the train as it roeunded the ourve just
heyond the stution, and that he sew atoy signals deling given
with » vhite lantaern, ths alrebrakes befag anplled at abeut
this time, Ba thought thet the speed bebwesn SBlnghan Luke znd
Mountaln Lake varied from 25 to 40 wmlles an hour.

Conductor Leworioh of extra 14 atated thot hils prain
gtopped &t Mountolin Lnka, snd thet when bhe got off he saw the
narkexrs apd they zhowed & red Indleation to the rear aug vere
urmieg bdrightly. ¥hile avitobing =t Yountaln Lake, he saw
tho eleotrie heodlight of train Ne., 20 soms distsoce away, and
as he lccked In thst direction he noticed thet the 1igkt on his
slde of the erbotse, which would be the right side golng asat,
was burnipg. A8 the truin approsched the englnemasn whisiled
for the stetlon and shut off steam, Gonduotor Leverioh thoug!t
1t wes ooming pretty fuost sad begen to glve stop 2ignalia sith
hig lnnt=yn., At this time ke thought he waas adeut 17 or 15
gar leagths from his eebooze.

Fiagmen Taylor of extrs Il stated thet the markers
on the caboose wera in good condition) while Fireman Albricons
etated, that when leaving Bingham Lake, he looked daok and saw
that they wore burning, showlng a green ilndieation %o the fromt,
Pnginenasn 1Ll further astsnted he looked at his watoh, whils
switohing just delore the eollision ooourred, and it wan then
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Operator ilorrow, on duty at Singhea Lake, statad that
extra 314 left 3hat polint at 1:27 n. m., et wvhioh tise the mare
kors on the recr of the pabhoose were burning and showing s red
indiontion to the rear, He ales stated thet $ralm Ho. 20
pussed &t 1154 B. @. 2% s speed of zhout 20 ziler ag hour.

This scolfent was osused by the fallure of Enpinemen
Peterson to have hie tralpn under full scontrol ocomling into
Hountaln Lake. Hia responaibllity s definitely dotersmined
by rule No., 980, quoted sbove, which provides thst the apeed
of all froeight tralne ecoming tatoe and paseing through etations
and ecrtxin othar pelnty zhell be suek thet under ne elroun=-
stancey will it be possible to strike eny train, ear or locoe
wotive, In thie enmo, extre 2L hed stopped detwsen the
switghes at the statlion For she gur ose of switehing asut seme
oars, and upder rmle do, T80 Lhe rozgiousidillty rosted -2ith
the orew of the approachin. ~ria., Tha avidence 1adigstag
that the aarkers on L8 0B noo 17 2, ma JL4 wara buraing, bHut
in view of the provisionny o »il- 3o, 8«0 the guestlon of
whether or a0t they wera ocurning hep sothing to do with the
queztion of resrvoreibilitr; u=ither s ruls Yo« 99 invelvad,
&5 that rule requires [lusuon Lo .roteot their tralne only
when they stop bstween atutliconoe

¥hilo Enginensn ot 2vmen 1s direotly resonsible for

thils eaoldent, attention iz ool ed $o the faet that whon passe

ing Binghen Lake, Flagrmen Xeeswn ~lased the hoop hoidlng the
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the traln order and gaution oard, 4t thie time the traln order
board wea in the stop rositlon end by allowing his traln to
posa thile doard, in the stop poridion, without recelving any
agtherity to do ac Conductor Hert vislated rule Ho. 102 of
the rmles of the operating departament, This sule provides that
fraina srriving st & block station whare the signsl is ot etap
mist obtain proper sutherity frowm the signelmsn before precseding,
Englnenen Peterson entered thio asexvice se fireman
in Qotober 1907 and wao promotsd %o ouginemsn in Janwsry 19113,
In Pebruary 1914 he hed been dismissed for violation of the
rules regarding ths sscuring « clearsunge, and for not testing
his alr-brakes befora renching the top of u 1% grade. At the
time of the acoldent he had been ob duty over 12 hours afisr
a peried off duty of sbowb 18 hours.




