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I8 Ry INVEMIGATION OF ACSIDEWT OF THE Cuwigane, BE,PAUL,
HITHTAROLEIO & OMAHA BATLIAY AD MUNDOTA, MINN,, CH
BARGH, Y4, 1014,

——

On Yareh 14, 1914, thevre wanr a derziloant of & possanger
train en the Chloigs, 56, Paul, Hinnaspolls & Unralka Rellway
gt Bendote, Rinn., resuliing in the death of 1 passenger and
the injury of & passengere and 1 suployus,

After faveetipgation of thils ansnident and the slraunstances
sonnsoted therarith the Chiasf Inspeator of Safety Aprliances
raparts as  Tollowey

The Pianesots and lowa dlvislon gf the Chlaonge, 3, Faul,
Zinneapollis & Cmeba HAallsey, upon whioh thie acoident sanurre,
axtendn BHetwasn 4, Paul, tinn,, and Sloux City, lowa, & 410w
tanoe of AT7 milen, T¥ 22 a "iogde Srask line upon whish
tralne sra aparated anisr the manual Yook oilunal eyntem,

The deratled traln wa~ -cpvinund passengs® traln <o, 4,
in ongrge of Conduetor ‘ober and arinsasn Foote, It zas
hanled by englne "o, T3, ! 2arainted of saven onyw, looated
1n the following ormisr 7w "he spius Beakl mall ear do, ™99,
Baggeas 6°r Ju, 248, smolzivy e o, 141, coseh Ro., 28, oogoh
Ho, B85, parlopr esy ‘W, 513, n7 nsfa ear Ko, 818, The parlor
end anla gars ware of wonia aonstrystiong all other ¢srs 'n
tha traln wara of B*sal ao=strustlon,

Traln Hoa, 4 %2 e 27 (avdots 4t 7121 p.A. bt does nod
2top &t that stntivn, ‘fron wrensshing Hendota m{ Exe ‘ata of
the & sldend Bginssan oty refuced the dpesd of hie trein to
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aveld passing e station absad of tima, snd wills pamsing
over e Boumaetimol awltsh, located about 300 Tost west of
We station, conch Ho, 65, the Fifth aar froe the angline, lofy
the reils at Mie evitoh, The pavler dzr Lmiediately 4n the
veayr of the daralled onnoh was elno dersiled, but tha gafe anrr,
which wag *he Yaet oap In tha tealn, remalined on the ralls,
The speed of the treln 34 the tlde of dJarsilment wnn sheut
25 milan per toure The darsiled ca¥m ran about 400 el 10
A sngeavan bridges avar 3 Nishuway orareling at the sant a0l of
the statlsmm platform, At this noin? the trucke of ssusah Yo,
86 dropped aver the 51ds of the Wddge % the alutment an the
g0t alda of the Bi.hways the oar Body was torn from Lts trucke
and mlied over dnwn the eabanksant, whieh was aluul fivae ar
gix f#2t Righ, taming thresefonrihe sf the wvay ovar 1n dolng
g0, Prrlop ear ¥o, 517 brolie loase from ansoh Wing B& and
tarned 8o that Lta front wnd peated en the ground at the rear
af the goaoh, s renp and paveinifsg sith truaaks harging avay
the olde of the bridegn, This cay remainad In &y gprdight pooie
tion, The forwvard portion of the train stoppsd with 1te pear
eni about 140 fwnt ayand the forwvard end of goash Uo, 58 as
11 lald at the Toot of the smbankpent, The track wan but
slightly dameyed, The wanther &% the tlme of the aceldent vas
alead and mild,

This de-nfiment waz couaed by s switelhs peoints on the
housswtraok awitoh standing open suffisfently % Allow 4 whesl
flange to po betwean then, e flpet sheel mariis on tha tlag
wopa at the hesl af the gwiteh reil, The opmming of the ewitoh
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points war saused By the throw rod of the wwitsh Desoming dltoone
nagted fron the up and down 1 a8t the evitol stand, due to
the regoval of 2 ao%ter Ray from the battom of the up snd down
rod, This awltell wae 202 equippsd with & point ook Yor heolde
ing 1% in the clased noslitlion, snd tha aotter Rey 2t the Yot
tom of the up and down rod was *he snly thing provided for
lielding the throw ved {n place, “hen this ey wog ragoved
the throw rod dropywd dosn off the snd of the up and dosn rog,
laaving the awitsh points frag to movs in rerponede to the
vibhration of the witpele of a traln psgsing ovsy them,

Jgotion Torenan Longer statsd that aftar tha sealdent he

found the ootter key lying on tha ground oloee to the treck
batwaan the hesd blacks of the gwitoh, about 19 inahss fmm
the woint of epn eetion hetwasn ths throw pod and the up and
down rmd, I% was a 2warier ey than 2 generally utad for
making ™is nonneotian, and anly Mo fastad through the up gnd
down red about Malf sn inab, The «sneing of the Reo¥y wee ufle
filotant to have held 14 in ~lads, "ut there 1 Ao evidence
that 1%s romoval wae the reglt of any malisiounad oapr Jdsllbarits
intent to wresk the traln, 71 was the Dellef of fGenaersl Supape
intandant Peghln tha® in alesntine mt #atar, eaused by nelting
~f the ice and anew ant “oruingy of the gedund, esction msn
strouok the end of this 3hart cotter Keay with some too) with
whigh thay w~pe workiag na? ‘rovs 1t elther whelly ar nartislly
out, I driven sutirvely »mt 1% sonld saelly havs aagﬁ@ﬁ 18

11ghes away, 2t ths solat shers L% way found, and L7 dvivon
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oniy martially out ths snring of e Yoy, when 1t 1ol thy
hals dus %t the vibration of tesing paccing over the suliteh,
would have thrown 1Y to the polat whers 1% was found,

Roadmas tay Loerden 2%atal that L1 waz the duty of ssetion
Foropan to goke & daily etnoination of the osmdition of al)
awvltoiied, fsotior Porszan Langer saild tha? e sxantined miae
awitah abowt 3 olalock in the afternoon of the day of the
aootdent snd 41d not diecaver the aber-oe pf the oolier Eay,
Ao d41d not, however, at 4hat “ime sxantine the bhotrom of the
By and doen pad o assure hisself that the kay wae in plase,
i axamined the botron of the rod on Eareh 11th, thres jage
bafars the asald nt, and found the) oF 40 pluds ot that tins,

Tha Lnveatizatlion dsvalopest "he faod et miteh stands
of s tyne wara ondinsely provided with & atyap of iron
reaghing sorone the heod Blooks and Bensath the botton nf the
Throw rod, 50 as bty prevant 1% from droppdng down far anough
T beoome dizcontented from the wp snd down 2od in osse the
antter Xey boosse Ilovlcoel, thuo praviding 2 #s spused spelnn®
tha theoe rod Deondny se~idotally dignonnestsd, Thias -afety
#Lrap was not In vlezeg on Rls switoh 2tand st the tlxe of the
agoldent, Nedtion Forwman Langey sald that the strap hos besen
renoved somstlge 1e8t 211 Tor the purcase of shanging ths hesd
Blonke to the awltoh, He 414 not replsne the strop aflier shange
i the hasd dlonke for the poamsen Ehat 4 was woe out, @nd he
Yatraded renlaooling 1% oih » agw ane, but Porgot altout 11, Ye
farther atated that hed he 9trap basn in alane tﬁ& thiaw rod
gould not have Aropred down far sneigh to heaode 4%izoontesyrd,
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Roadmaster Lardsn sald that he onde A pepaonal srininge
tion of the awidoh an Pebrausry 481, bat 414 et astice the
stsnas of the Bafety strap, HNe eaid $hat had thie ateap
baan in piasse e thrw M weald not hawe dropped dowis,

Under dats of dewah 7, 1%8, fosdnnster Laxgsn Llosued a
slzoular lattar %o a3l santion foraien waring thies to pay
partionlae afamtion t Thalz gyitais? and ges thaet theda
vefeaty 24raps wars in plaow,

For thae wnoafe doniltion of this switely, 3edtlon Foreman
Langsy and wadnaates larsen ars ranentiilde, Both of these
Ben knew e lupartantse of maintainisg thes safety atrep in
plaoe, and the roaipastss has issansd fpsalal lasdrpetlons with
refereongs t3 Tue matter, yat 20 11ttle attentim wasn pald to
Lt that when the ItTrap sxz savval By foranan Langer %9 perw
1% the shanging »f haad Yooy Tz neplaeted to paplace 1%,
and adntitted that he forgnd a3 abent 1$, The switsh therew
fore resalined without iula sgeentln). safety atischment far

fovarsl mmthe, and 197 nhugeise was the primapy oruss of thi-

fAerallinent, Jurdns the time Wit this seitoh was in 1te ungale

agoandl tion, oINTIary o * o sroeads {nateabtliont of Rosdmandep
Larean, 4% was mder the 1211y ghespvation of Foprwmsn Langer,
antt aven the moeat perfuaat ry Inapooilon womdd awvy ap riled
i 232 At goiitlan, Tatmnntar Larden alts gosde an 1068000
Bhon 9 this gwlish moes Zuen 0 20n9R arior to tha Asts of the
asaident, a1l altoough B ateep 98 then absanh ’%;MW 0
his apeoi®lo inatronrians, as f1led to note 1%, Iuspsotiona

By tha -oadianter are nals Tor e nurcoss of Alanioaing unzale
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tyack sondttions and fegurling Welr sorrasticn, Whan they fall
7 geoeamslieh Phalw pitreodn, 43 wad wanifazdly trae in iz
3w, he roaleaster tansot sdaqadn Peupongibility for the sofiw
Saruanass of ouch filure,

Jeation Forsmac Langsy Has Baen espioyed &n Yrack work by
the OXlosep, 3% Peul, Hisnsapolis & Osaha Railvsy for slghtesn
¥raye, sine yeara of whleol tiae had bhean A gedtlion fopman,

As hat been forman of the Yandota seitlon fo:0 awven ¥-ars,
Bomitind ey Laregn hed eoarked for e Shioags, 7%, Pauvl, #aes
avolis & Ogaba silyay 11 toaok enwl Tor a perlod of thirtyetwo
yehogy tranty gearn gr sention and axtra gang o wman, and
trolve yospa 28 rondpesfer and acting msdmsster. e hatl heen
roadmagter 1 the ¥incennte ol Youws Aleizion a 111tls over
nhng yrari,

40 saployes lovolved 1n this geoldent was earking An
violatlion of any of the provisions of the houwrs of epvine law,



