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IN PE INVESTIGATION CF AN AZCIDEIT WHICE OCCURRED ON THE CHICAGO,
ST. PAUL, MIVKZAPOLIS & OWAHA RAILROAD AT ZAU CLAIRE, wIS. CN
FEBRUAAY 28, 1520,

April 22, 1920,

On Februsry 26, 1920, there wos a reor—cn” cnllisisn be-
Tween Twr~ pesse~ger trains »n the Caicegn, St. rsul, Minneapnlas
& Oraha Reilrnacd at Eau Clazre. Wis., waich resulted in the in-
Jury of 12 passengers and 2 empleyers. After investigztion of
this accient, tke Chief of the Bureau of Pafely r=ports &8
f21llows®

Trr s accident occurred on the Ezetern Division, a double-
track line extending wetween Minneapolls ¢_nn,, and Wyeville,
Wieg,, a distsace of 202 niles. Trains are operafted by timetable,
Tra.n orders and an automnabtic clock signal system. Between Al-
toona, Wis., and ¥au Claire, a diastence of 3.3 miles, all tracks
are within yard limits.

Tle peint of accideng wes 1 230 fe~t east of Eau Claire
station and 1,220 feet w=est o a T ¥, 87 P?. R. R. crossing.
Approaching fron the east Tezinring 420 feet easgt of this
crossing, thers ie a tangent ol 1,227 eet, fo'lowed by a 4-
degree curve to the right 447 Ize o _ength, and about 10C
feet of tangent exts.ding to th nr of collislon The grade
18 slightly Gescending as lar as Ltn= c¢rossing, a2nd then .b per-—
cent ascending to the point of cocllisicn, The view is restric—
nside of the curve. The
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wesatier was clear.,

Train movsrents over the crossing ar~ governed by 1inter-
loczing sigrals contrelled from a tovrer. About 545 feet east
ol tne croegsing there 1s a signal governing westbcund movements,
the top arm i1s a home interlocking signal known as signal 27,
on tne sam= mast there is a colling-on arm known a3 clgnal 28,
At a point 5,400 feet east of tnis signal is another westbound
signal operated from an nterleoczing plent located at the Dzu
Cleire Raver brildge. Tke top arm of this sagnal also 1s a home
interlocking signal snd ths botcom arm 1s a celling-on signal,
£nown ag signal 1. Tris eienal provides a distant indication
for signzl 27, neer the crossing. Under block signal rule 613-A
dwarf signals, which are aintsrpreted by s bulletin order to 1n-
clude calling-on errs, "mey be us=d to give a proceed signgl for
2 low-speed main trrcs novemcnt " while under operating rule
98-A~1, a trein receiving a procsed indication at a dwarf eignal
"may vroce=ed &t a sr=sd not to exceed 10 miles an hour."

Wegtbound nassenzer troin No. 3 consisted of engine 386,
1 ma1l cer, 1 bagpege car, 1 swoking car, 1 parlor cor, and 1
Pullmen sleewing car, in the order nar-d, all of wocden con-
gtruction excert the mail car Thie train wac en route rrom
Merrillan %o Minnzapolis, end wes in charge of Conductor Lyons
and Engineman Jungck. I%t left Altoona ot £.05 e,m., 1 hour and
37 mirutes late, and arrived at Eau Claire yard at 8,12 e.m.
It was stopped Just east of s switch loceted 1,310 feet east of
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Eau Claire depot, on ecccount of a yard engine using the switch.
Fhile standing st this point the rear end was struck by train
No. 21 at about 8.25 a.m.

Westbound passenger trrin Ho, 21 consisted of engilne 389
and eight steel cars, en route from Wyeville to Mirneapolis, and
was in charge of Ceonductor Quinn and Enginemsn Robinson., It left
Altcona a2t 8,16 a.m,, 40 minutes late, and collided with train
Ho. 3 while running at a spesd of approxiratcly 6 miles an hour.

The engine crushed the vestibule of the sleeping car of
train No. 3, while slight dar age wes sustained by the chalr car
irnedlately ahead of it. The second and tkird cers in troin No,
£l were slightly Jdarsged. None of the equlpment in either trein
wags derailed

Fingran Shomshaz, of trein No. 3, stated that wheh his
trein stopped at the gwltch at Bau Clalire, Conductor Lyons told
him to zo back snd flag train No. 21. About two minutes elapsed
before he got off, #nd 1 1,2 minubtes additional bofore he started
beck to floz. Hz went beck to the curve, 2ol stood there until
he saw the smoke of the erglae, He tren walked farther back,
saw train No. 21 apgproschins when it w-s chout at the C.M.S5t.P.
crossing, he started fowrrds it waving Ils red flag, being ot
that Time 2bout 800 fe2t from the reor of his trein As trein
No. 21 passed hin the enginnmer gounded two short blasts of the
whigtle. Inasmuch se hisg tr-in wag within yard limits, and as
the engineman cf train No, 21 received a ceution signal indica-
tion, ha velleved he wog becs fer enough vroperly to protect his
train,

Engineman Ro®inson, of trein No. 21, stated that on approach-
ing the Bsu Cleire Eiver brldge he receilved a ceution indication.
Upon arriving ot the C.M,& St.P. crcscling, signel 27 was dis~
playing a stop indication, while signel 28 indicated caution,
which permitted him to procesd under full control. His normal
view ol the tracs on the curve vass about 12 car lengths, but at
The time of the accldent ~ frexcgkt trein consisting of an engine
znd five cars was stending cn yard tracg 5, on the inslde c¢f the
curve, resetricting ris range of vision to about four passenger-
car lengtha. He hed Just passcd the rear end of the cars on track
5 when he gaw tne rear end of trasin Ho. & and sbout the same tiue
sow the Tlegran, who vas only 90 feet frot the rear of that train.
He inmedistely epplicd the braves in emergency snd had reduced
the sceed frovr 15 mi"es an hour to 5 or & milzs an hour at the
tine of collieion., FKe sew eignals given him by the englneman of
the train standing on track £, but i1nterpreted tihen either eas
proceed sipgrnals cor simply e a ealutotion. Els interpretation
of the term "full control! was "to be able to stop within range
of wvisgion." lie expected to find trne tracs clerr as frr as the
switch and to be flsgged if thsere was any obstruction short of
that point. He acunowledged that in procesding around the curve
et a rete of epeed from 156 to 17 miles an hour he was not running
prepared to stop withln his range of vision under the conditions
as they existed, ond admitted responsibility for the accident.
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Fireman Parks, of train No. 21, verlfied the engineman's
statement as to the indications displaved by the signals at Esu
Claire River tridee and ths C.M.& St.P. crossing He estimated
the sneed atb about 20 miles an hour when the envineman spplied
the brikes in emergency; he then looked over the forward part
of the engine and ssw the flagman end the reor of trsin No, 3.
He estimated that th- flagren wae sbout three passenger—car
lengtns from his troin.

Engineman 0'Gara, of extrse 110, which was standing on track
No. B, stated that st the tine he saw trein No. 21 moving over
the C.M.& 8t,P crossing he could not see the rear end of train
Ho, &, but saw a flapman bacc fronm th2 trrin an estinated die-
tanece of 150 feet. As the engine of train No, 21 passed has
earine at 2 spced of oetwezn 18 and 20 miles an hour. he sio-
nalled to tue ensinernan thet there was a train shesd, h: thought
Encirn-ron Robinson saw Figs s.eonels before he saw the flapman, end
Thet ne scxnowlza~ed therr. Firenan Woods, of extira 11C, also
egfl~ated tho specd of trein No, 21 at 18 or £0 wiles an hour,

the spaed of
d that Flecman
of his train. Re
noticed Engineman O'Gara sivinn si.anlg, ¢ himself gave a
glgnal to the enpinersa of train No, 21 1rllcetin that there
were cars eaherd, aid then e sipnel to nroce=zd sloily; he did notg
Zgive a stop sicnal,

Srokenan Suchlen, of extra 110, =stira
trean No., 21 at 20 or 22 wil-e an hour =&=nd
Snomshat was only 3C or 4C feet frow th: e
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Track Forerman Sciocrt, who was worgine near the voint of
accident, estimeted thet troin No, 3 had been stondins about 15
1inutes before the aceident occurred and that trasin No. 21 was
running at a2 spe=d of at least 20 miles an hour when he first
sa7 1t. He pointed out the nlace where tlez flegrnan stood vhen
floeezing train No. 21, when mzasured, this point was found tn
be 245 feet fro the point where the rear »f troin No, & stcood,

Siinal Sugpervisor Grewe ststed that at the time of the
accifent the sisnalman hod the prooer sirnels displayed. The
lest insvection of tne sicnal epoarstus prior tn the accicent
was riade February 20tr, while ne alsc macCe arn ingpection imme-
Ciately sfter the acecilent., He frund the simncl apparatus work-
inT proe=riy on bsth nccasicns.,

This occldent wers caused by the failure of ZnTinenan
Robinscn, of trein Yo, 21, tn nperate his trein under
contrel &s required by the sicnel in”iceation which he had re-—
ceived, anc oy tne -i1lure of Fle-ira Shoishaz, of trein No. 3,
prorzerly to pretect his troin.

With signel 27 displeyin. o st~p 1ndiceticon, Zasineqan
Robinson kncw vnsitively that the track ahead 1 8 nccuplsd or
obstructed, and while he 7oy have thought that a pracefins train
would be at the stction, the ceuticn inficatinn of signal 28
only authorized him to pass siznel 27 and to on+~rote his trein
at a rate of speed not 1n excess of 10 milcs an hour, which
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accorcing to his own staterient ne fairled to do.

Uncder rule 92 & flagnan is required in ga back 3/4 mile
wien protecting by flaz, while unler rule 99-D a flsanan sent
back to stop a firvet-class troin cen nnt o2 recalled. These
rules meke nc exceptlnas in case a train 1s vitaln yard limits
or ths 1limits of an interliockinz plent, and the rule 1s &2 worded
that wren the followine train is a first-clase train particular
care 1s 10 be exercised 1n seeing that it 1s stopped. Accrrding
to the fle~wan's own statemsnt, he was instructed tn flez train
Jdo. 21, while estimates as tn hew fer back he went i1n doin~ this
vary bestveen 30 and 800 feet., Zven 1f his own 2stimate of 6CC
feel 1s ecccepted, the Irset that 13 minutes elepsed betwern the

1me hig train stopred gnd the time of the collisisn makes 1t
evicent that he arde 1ittle atlempt tn nbey the rule, for the
fime he hed at hig dlsposal was sufficient f~r him to have gone
back the specifiel Cistance »f /4 mile,

En~inemnn Robinsnn had be=n employed as an engilnemen mnre
then 37 yeecrs; his recnrd vag exc:lient., Fls-Tan Shomshak was
ervicyed as » Pratemeon in Aususit. 1817 and from June, 1218,
to february, 1219, vag in wmilitery s-rvice, his record was clear.

The crew cf trein I'e. 3 had ve~n an Juty a%sut slx hours,
after hevinx been off “uty #brut 26 hours, tli= en-ine creit of
trsin No. 21 hed been on (ulty about threc hours, after havines
beon of £ Juty about 14 hrurs,



