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im CKCGAQO, ROT i w A B&GOTO HAILWAY. AS 
HX* t OCtOBEfi 3. 1918, 

Oa October 1 9 1 8 * there m» a headend collision be* 
twsm a paseeaser train and aa extra freight traia aa tha Chicago, 
Roefc X&l&ud & Pacific Bailwy at Reae, 111*, which resulted ia tha 
iaiury of 1 4 passenfsrs aad § employees* Aft^r invest î atioa of 
thia acoldoat the Chief of the Division of Safety reports aa follows 

The Sursau Branch, ui>oa wfeiea this accident occurred, la 
a cin$Xe~trae& liao extending froa Peoria, 1 1 1 * to Bureau, 1 1 1 * , 
a distance of 47 all&a* Uo Mock signal aystss Is ia uae, traiao 
being operated hy t4mo*taolo aad tr&ia orders, following myrmmt® 

being spaced 10 minutes at open telegraph offices* The point of 
solliflion was shout 720 feet west of tho station at Homo, on s 
curve of 1 degree, mors than 3*000 feet la length, this curve lead* 
ing to the right for westbound trains* fas collision occurred 
TO feet vfeat of tho eontexa ©ad of the curve* ffae m^ssm range 
of vision on this curve is about 900 feet* Tho aeather ms clear* 

Bacthouad paeseager train #o* SOS eoasistsd of 1 combi
nation &all ana baggage ear, 1 s&o&£a$ ear, 1 coach and £ parlor 
oars, hauled by loeosBotive 1 0 4 4 , and waa ia charge of Oonduotor 
Murray aad Hngiacaaa Thompson* It left Peoria at It 00 c*m#, oa 
time, aad at about 1*85 p«ra* collided with westbound extra 2019 
west of the station at H O B C, while traveling at a speed estimated 
to have been about IS mile a aa hoar* 



Extra £010 left Bureau at ISJlf p»m», vita a eaboose, 
aad waa ia ensile af Conductor Soma and Sngineman Huntington* 
At Potass, 7*8 milaa west of Bureau, 15 ears mere pieJcod up* 
Tbe train left Putaaia at 12t35 p#is*# parsed Chilliootha, a*§ 
miles from Berne* at 1*10 p*&*» passed Bone between IsM and 

p*a*t and bad iunt been brought to a atop when train Ho* 
203 oolUdod «?ith It* 

Slight dasag© was sustained by both locomotives and 
by the eoftbiaation ear of tho passenger trala* Four of the 
freight oars ware alee moro or less dai&a$ad« 

In̂ aatsaa fbe&psoa of trala Ho* SQZ stated that ap
proaching Boss he had sad© a slight application of the brake© 
preparatory to stopping at the station whoa tbe firtsaan, who 

oa the inside of the curve, said that there m» something 
ahead* Snglneasn Thoiapfflon &t one© ̂ Imood tbo bra&e valve in 
the eatorgeuoy position* Juaria«s from the engine whoa he m-vt 

th&t a collision wag uttavoldnble* Then he s&de the emergency 
application of the brals®©, tho speed of the trala was about 
W m±Xm m bour* He .str̂ ted that he did hot hear any wM&tle 
aigs&le aouhded by the engi&«mas of the freight trala* 

Flrg&an Kerrigan at. t tod thst he heard three short 
blasts of a whistle m& in a few ̂ ooads saw tho freight trala 
and notified tho ottglncsum* -"±o -1 ones applied tho e&ergeney 
air brakes* He thought the sea of his trala whoa he Jumped 
from the anglae* within a faw cr lengths of tho point of col
lision* ms sail e-3 an hour* 

raglaeaan Baatlagtoa of extra 3019 stated that he 



Bad boon aa bhts\ run days* He statod tbat aa was thorough
ly familiar with tha branab aad eith tba operating conditions 
assisting, upon itf althou&b be bad not rua aa eagiae over it 
for about i£ yeara* At Bureau bo rseelved oa order to rua aa 
aa astro to Peoria, together tilth, a asssage to piofe up tbo 
13 ears at Putnam* Be did not look at bla tise-t&bl©t aad 
did not have any conversation ̂ itb tbo eoaduotor es to where 
they wero to so for train Jffo* S0S5t aad bo did aot tbiate of 
tbat train 'at any timet be atated that ̂ ea passing through 
Chillicethe at a &peed of from tt to lailce an bour* bo re-
ceivad a prooeed signal from tbo roar of tbe train* W&m ap* 
prosoMug tbe station at Home at a speed of about W nlioo aa 
bour be SJW p&asoagsr© standing oa tbo platform* and for tbo 
first time thought of train Ho* SOS* do be w&« about to ap
ply tbe brakes sad reverse tbe ea&iae tbo brake® wore ap^liod 
from tbe rear of tbe train* at which tisae the loeoieotive wet* 

nearly opposite tbe station* ûst aa the trala to a &top 
be aa** the seaaeasor train oome aroaad tbe carve and souadsd 
one long blast of the whistle* So tboa sounded a back-up 
alinal* and plaoelag tbe brake valve ia tbe reload position, 
tried to bask hln train* but ma ua&ble to do so* so the braises 
were still applied* 

Firman Fletcher stated t»».t the eaglacman answered 
a prooeed signal g&rm from tho rear of the train at Chilli* 
ooth@» B& 4id sot saa tho signal biŝ elf* So stated that 
h& did not look att hip tiiae-table at &ay bias sad did not ieaow 



tbat the freight train m& on the time of the passenger traia 
until tao brakes were allied and tao euglaonna aad head brake-

(' aan lumped from tao engine* 
load Brakomen Hilier stated tbat wbea tao applies-

tion of the air braJcoa waa aaaii© tbo engine waa opi>oaite tbo 
station* Oeaias through Ghiilicotbe bo did aot ooe tne pro
ceed signal given from tao reap of tao traia, aa be was oa tao 
stops of tbe ©agin© to pi ok up a t&eaaaco held oat by tao oper
ator. Tbe eagiaesaa, however, aaid that he resolved a prooeed 
aigaal* Head Brakemaa Miller farther stated that ho had aot 
o easalted his time-table, i%& he had hesn buey wafcahlag somo 
oars in the train whioh he thought algbt develop hot boxes* 

Oonduotor Boras, of extra S019, stated that hs had 
figured oa his train ;2oin̂  GO Chilliooths for train No* £.08* 
Approaehias that station she flâ aaa r̂ aarteed that they were 
aot going to bead in on th** aiding and Conductor Horao then 
thought they would baeg la* On looking out of the window, 
however, he aa«r that the t r a i n '/a* traveling at a rapid rats 
of speed and that it vma auL ̂ oiurf to stop* Tb© train pasaea 
the station at 1:19 ?*M# fei stout aay proceed slgaal havlaf been 
given froa the roar of ib& tr i i a * He sold that two or throe 
times hs thought he ̂ uid a p p l y the air braicea sad stop tho 
traia, but from the $ps&a ,-u.oh the train we traveling, 
however, he thought they vcalc* be able to reach Home* Be î sat 
to the forward platfcm of ufce G ^ C O S © with the intention of 
going to tha head oaa at zh,: iiraia as it slowed down for the 



switch at Beta©, but be did aot ©tart to go O T B T tlia oars to 
tho heed end oa aooouat of tho saeeo*. which ho estimated to 
have hooa about SO sillee p.r, hour* fie soon realised that tho 
traia *ae aot going to atop at Homo aad returned inside tho 
caboose to apply tho air bm&es* fbe flâ &an* thea ia tho 
cupola, said that he m& tho smoke of tho approaching train, 
and Ooaauotor Horse then ran to tho roar of the caboose and ap
plied the sir-brajraa by opening tho rear angle eoefc, Jumping 
from the oa boo ̂e just before the train case to a stop* After 
tho a cola suts he talked ̂ ith laglaeaaa Baatiaftoa and the lat
ter told him that he had forgotten train Ho* SOK* He further 
stated that at no &i&e aid ha talk with Ingiaeaaa BoatSaltan as 
to where they would meat traia lib* SOS* Ooaduotor Home further 
stated that ho ka&w the rule required eaglaemeato sound two short 
bleeta sad one long blast of the whistle when going to take a 
siding, and that la tne acseaee of thia signal at Chillicothe he 
should have stopped tho train at that point* as also Know that 
he waa violating the rules in allowing h i * traia to pass Chilli* 
sot be without sufficient ti&e to clear traia He* 20& at Home by 
at ls«s& five minutes* So thought, however, that Shey could 
re.ioh Bosae and be clear of the naiu tresis before train Ho* SOS 
arrived at Borne* 

Fl&gaan Fryaier states' that after picking up the care 
at ?utaa«i he consulted hia tintertable and thought they v?ould go 
to ChilliGOthe for train £o* SOS* Approachlag 0hill1cotbo ho 
sa^ that the engineman was not going to head ia oa the siding, 
and oa os'ling the conductor*a attentioa to the fact tho latter 



replied tlat he thought the cnginejsna intended to baefc la* Plsg* 
man ?ryai<ar thoa west out oa the plotters to he la readiness to 
handle tho salteb* riding oa the loft aide when peesla$ the eta* 
tloa* Hhen he etra sbat the train ̂ aa not going to stop he wont 
inside aad talked with tho conductor, oho said that he thought 
they would ho able to reach Bo&e* Approaching loses the conductor 
went out the forward end of the e&boos© and soon returned russing 
b&e& toward the rear to soply the brakes* le further stated that 
he did not &lre any proceed signal whoa passing Qhillieoth«. He 
mw eosaeosae at the station giving a signal sad WXVM hie hand in 
reply j he did sot testae definitely, but thought po»aî ly that this 
hand eigaal sight hare bees mistaken or the eaglnemsft for a pro* 
coed signal* 

$aii* aotjia@flt ̂ aa ssueed by estrs SOI 9 occupying the 
mala traek oa the tine of a ruperior tr̂ la* for whioh Conductor 
Horns ami Xatĵ tnan g&atia/stoa ar-- responsible* Stogiassjaa Sua* 
ting ton admitted that h«' eves ICEfcru. tr-̂ ia Ho* SGC, not thlafeiag 
about it until he saw PFU's^AGTRN st̂ adlajg; on the ototloa ?l*t-
fona at Horn©* Ocnduetcr Som- had act overleaped this train* and 
is especially st fault for nifc fallure to stop bis train at chilli* 
set be* Fai* Wo* 87 provides in :art as follow 

"tetye trolas wu-t ̂ leier the time of opposing r©$* ular trains five aiau&os, unless otherwise provided* and will be q$v#mia$ BY T W I I J S W'er? with raspoot to exposing 
& K T R » trains** 

ffrai3 Ho* SOI fas dua &o LC-ivs Scsao at Irfd P * C 2 * T and uador this 
rule, tnereforet extra 2013 bed tJ be late clear at Borne at li 31 
P*B# Cea&aetor Borne allorod his train to pasa Obillleoths at. 



1:10 p*a*f knotting that It did sat have sufficient time to go to 
Home, a distance of miles, sad dear traia No* 2502 as re
quired ay the rule referred to above* 

Rule 14*s requires two snort blasts sad one long blast 
of the whistle 

"to be glroa by snglasmaa after tbe station whistle to indicate to tho traia er£« that time-table restriotions to bo observed oa traia orders to be executed at that station have aot been forgotten** 
Kale 14 also requires that 

"Sboulfi an engineman fail to souad the ai&aal 14 (a) approaching a station oaore time-table rostrictioas ar$ to bo observed or a traia order executed, the traia crow aust, at once, stop tbe train** 
conductor Boras also admitted that he failed to obey this rule* 
Had either of toss® rules b&ea observed this aaeldest «?©uld not 
ha'1© occurred* 

All of the employees Involved wore experleaees' mm 
with good records, and aone h&u b*en on duty ia violation of any 
of the provisions of the hours of oorvioo law* 


