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IS B$ INVESTIGATION Or ATI ACCIDENT WHICH OCOJflHFD OS 
THK CHICAGO, ROCX & PACIFIC RAILWAY, 2l£*n PUTTS 8IVEH, KO., 08 JOSE 27, 

1915. 

On Juaa 27, 1915* there waa £ bead-$nd collieIon 
between trao freight trains oa the Chicftgc, Rook Island & 
Pacific K&ilsray nsar Platte Bivar, Mo*, which resulted in the 
da&th of 3 employees aad tho injury of 3 e^ploy^es. After 
Investigation of this Accident the Chief &f th® Division of 
Gafaty submits tho following/ report T 

The district on #hioh this accident occurred ia a 
a&igla tr&cls line and sxfcends froa Horton, Ksn«,, to Altsmont, 
Mo,, A distance of 90 zalles. Trains ara operated by tia«* 
csrd, train ordara and s ssnuftl bloek algnal sysiaffl, east-
bound trains being superior by direction. 

westbound B&cosd class freight train lat So. 9%, $N 
route fro® Trenton, H e , to so:ton, Hma*t consisted of loco* 
aotJLve 29 loaded ana I $ .jty MVN (1027 tons), and ms in 

ebar$e of Conductor Hoi invert;. „nd Inginasaan Stuart. It 
laft Trenton at 6.30 a.s., 6 hoars? aad 29 minutes lata, and at 
Alteaont, about 41 silai t a? the point of aooldent, the 
crew received Pink 3uli*ti.i So- £60, uatod June 26, raeding aa 
follows: 

"Reduce to 10 si I - ' * „Ji»r hour orar bridge 457 
just wast of Ctlo stone. ?&ssinger tr&lna re­
duce to £5 <~na freight trains to 20 alias an 
hour fvcm A ill? a aa.*t of Clarfeadala t^-&t©ck-
bridge*« f 

Tha train arrived at Cl^rcsdsLs, about 11 allea east of the 



point of aooidsat, at 12*04 p#a« Water w&a token, tao M i a 
was gir«n a clear blocic ai&asi, and it departed at 12.0$ p.m., 
6 hours and 36 minutes lata- She traia passed Stoo&brldga, a 
non-telegraph station about 3*3 miles saat of the point of 
accident, and while man ins &t a spesd of shout 30 silsa par 
hour collided with train 1st »©• 98 «&s* of Piatt® fttver 
station* 

âatbouaa f r«lght extrm 1665, consisting of locomotive 
1665f 24 loaded cars and a caboose, as routs from Sort cm to 
Trenton, in charge of Conductor Baekett md mgln«Jaan A S & G W , 

loft Sort on st 8.35 At 8t« few*?*, this train 
received an order to run from St, Joasph to Tronton a a 1st Ho. 
9#* The train assumed that schedule an£ depart«4 froza Bt4 

Tos&pft st 12*09 p*su, on tint** At flfttt* Elver, ?»S miles 
east, th« aanual blook signal was in the scut1 cm position and 
the oporator <5aliv©r©d to tho or«w & torn known &s "Olearans* 
Card form A anil Bpok Bsstrictloa Gar*,* «feioh read as follows: 

"Conduct or and eagtftea&n 1st 98 
Orders for your train srt* sons 
Train order signal is displayed for block 
Bloofe restrictions* 1st §3 assy In block* 

Operator," 
Train 1st ffo* 98 rooeived this form without stopping an<5 psae«4 
tho station at 12*30 ?«m« a on tlaa, «n& n«4 proossdsd to « point 
about 4430 fsefc east and wss running at s «$e«4 of about 25 
mil«s per feour »hsa it oolli4fi<5 with train 1st So. 93 at approxi* 
mat ©17 IS* 31 p*su 

>,?h©n tha trains cmae to a stop th« two looomotiveo wore 



looked together a»<* had fallen down the ss&safeKenfe en the north, 
the tenders going on the opposite side of the traeie* fourteen 
ears loaded with freight of various felnd* were conpl»tely 
wrecked end plied on the tops of the locomotives. 

Approaching the point of assident from Platte Biver 
the track Is tengeat for 4,100 *st, foBewed few a 
curve to the left, #90 feet in length, which in torn ia 
followed by a tangent of 3,100 feet* The gel&t of the acoi-
deat is 3#0 M east ef the west end of thia w m « At this 
point tho track is on a 12~feot fill, mM Is practically level* 
The engines an of the westbound trala had s view of approximately 
1,250 fast. The engin^am of the etisthouad train, tfelng on the 
outside of tha attsve, could see hut; shout 300 f©et, while the 
fireman had a view of about 1,250 fe*st« The weather at the 
tiae of the accident was clear* 

Coaduotor H&e&stt, of train 1st So* 98# stated that 
before leaving Korton on the day of the accident he oeH$«red his 
watch with the standard eloc& mC found it to be about 10 
seconds fast* Re stated that approachtâ  Platte Elver he me 
riding in the eaboose, and s&eiae she block *i$aal in tho 
oautlon position he went to tha rear saboose piatfom end 
received a "Clearance Card form A «nd Slools: Seat riot ion Card* 
froa the operator, reading "1st 93 ssay be la the block** This 
he understood to mean that 'ais train might «xp«at to find train 
1st Ho* 93 at Stoofehridge, or in the Sjloofc under the yro-
tnation of a flag* He stated that isfcet* his caboose was about 



3 or 4 oar length* vest of the station at flatto Bivor ho 
locked at hia watch and It was then 12,30 p.m. Be again looked 
at hie watch isamed lately after tb* accident end It vrae 12*31 p,sa« 
Coaduotor Baojsett stated that hie train started froa St, Joseph 
at 12*05 p*n« end finally loft the east end of the yard at 
1£«0$ |>*ra. Tha usual running tiae of hia train from $t, 
Joseph to Platte River is from 35 to 40 &inute#» end that 
between these tiso points hie tr&Ia w-as seldom &blo to mk© 
tne eohedule. 

SvakesBfia Currant p of train 1st Ho* 96* corroborated the 
statements of Conductor Ha a Scott as to the tine the train passed 
Platte Kiver end the time the accident aesurred» 

Conductor BollIns»«o*th, ef train 1st Ho. 93. stated 
that oefore leaving Tr«nton on tne day of tho Occident he con* 
pared hie watch with the standard eloek and found it to bo 1 
or 2 eeeonda off* Ho also raentioned tho tlao to his engine-
man for the purpcae of oomparieon end his engineman repliod 
*G« K«* He stated that hia train arrived at Clarksdalo at 
12*00 noon* While water was being taken he nolked to the head end 
of the tr&la looking for defective oars* Ha then trout to the 
telegraph offloe and asked tho operator sow train Ho* $$ was* 
to which the operator replied *oa time*" He looked st his 
watch ss hia locomotive started froa Clarkadale and it was 
12.05 p*a. At that time he figured that his train would bo 
able to reach Platte River by 12*30 p*&u, but ho know that If it 
did so, the slow order ooi&I not be properly observed* He 



stated that when bis m&t&m&n whistled for the station at 
Btookbridge, the rear brekema, who was riding in th© caboose 
with hlrar asked if ha wanted to go to Platte River for train »o* 
9«* Be replied, "Yes, high-haXX hia,* meaning to hia a 
proceed signal* He dees not retell hearing the brskema gtafco 
any remark about begins on cXose time for train He* 9&» The 
train passed Stoekbridge between 12*19 «ad 1 2 * 2 0 by his 
watch* Conductor HeiXlajewsrth stated that he yao*i*e4 a copy 
of Pink Bulletin la* 260 on this trip, but be was under the 
impression that the restriction was froa a point 4 miles west of 
Clarkodale to Stoekbridgs instead of 4 miles seat of Clarkadale* 
Be stated that tho usual running tisa* between Clarkodale end 
Platte Biv©r is 25 minutes and that undwr ordinary conditions 
it would t«ke about | minutes utter arrival at Platte Hirer to 
get into clear sad protest the tr^ia. He estimated tbe H S Z I I S U R 

spaed between Olarkodale and Stockbrld^e to have exceeded 50 
stile* par hour* He did not, bownver, tsa&e any effort to have 
tbe sagiaaaari reduce speed. Xm^dlateXy after the eosid«nt he 
looked at his watch and it was 12,29 ?***• 

Brakejsan Varuesy* of train let No* 93, stated that when 
tbe engineman sounded the whistle approaching Stookbrldge he 
askod the conductor where they were going for train tfo# 93* 
The conductor replied "L&fc bin go If be wants to," whereupon he 
gave s proceed signal from the cupola of tbe caboose* So 
Stated that tbe trala passed Stockbrid$© about 12*20 p*a* sad 



**4(*> 
afcortly afterward ho remarked to the conductor "Stuart is $$tw I 
©» ft linfc for 1st 96t* to which tbo conductor replied, «So»o~ 
t»d|r also is out on a liu&»* W o ho interpreted so nooning 
that th© saglnsssn wsa In a precarious position with regard to 
train 1st Ho# 98* to whioh tho oonduotor ropliod that ho h£@« 
self occupied tao flame position* Bo ostJaated tho speed of 
Sdd train to ttaro soon between 80 and 40 alias per hour $>aaains 
Stoefcbrtdgs* At tho tiae of the accident bo was sitting ia 
tho oupola of tho eaboose and no saw train 1st No. 0® approach-
is® about 15 oar lengths distant* taodiately arts? tho 
accident tm looked at his watch and it was 18*&@ So 
stated that fas had road pink bulletin Vo* 8iOf out aid aot 
recall botwoea what points it restrlotod tho snood of trains* 

ffisronaa Brown, of train 1st Ho* 93# stated that when 
his train m e abont tbroo~<iua?ters of a ails west of Olarksdale* 
lie gi&jfcoed at his watoh and it was 12«G© p*a* So asked tho 
eag&c&aa whore no was going for train Ho* 98 aad the ongiaenaa 
replied* "Z Joa*t know yet** So ostloatod tho maaiian&i speed 
bot̂ aea Clerksdale sad 3toofeferid@o to have been 30 or 35 
miles oar hoax* Be sow train 1st So* 96 approaching woon 
they wars 80 or 35 oar length® distant* So stated that ho 
soldom road tho pink bulletins and did not know whether or 
not tho rales râ ulrod that ho should road thorn* 

tho w&toh taken froa tao body of En&in«aan Askew, 
of train 1st Bo, 98, after th© aosidont showed that it haft 
stopped at 1&*31 and 30 aaeonds* f&o w&toh of Fireman 



yotrsetar of the sags train* found noa# tha hat*** head, 
showed that it Hod stopped at JUMi and s* aaoonds* *hi* 
evidano* would noon to safcatantiato tho otatonanto of Con-
daoto? ftaekott aad his bwUeoaaa as to tha tins tho aoeideat 
ooourrad. 

Under tho blook m i s s of tho Chicago* Book Island & 
Pacific Railway Co«f when trains are bo moot at an iatoraodlato 
aidln#, a train order establishing a nesting point* together 
oi$h a Clearance Oard* H m »A** and Slash Kostriation Oard* 
on whioh onst be stated tho also* restriction*, sunt ho given 
to each train boforo entering the block within whioh tho inter* 
mediate siding is looated, aad a oopy of the trcia nro>* lasnad 

to tho operators at the entrances to tho block* Tao yules also 
provide that if from any e&use a sisnslnaa should he unable to 

ooBamnieats with tha aoxt block station ia advaaoe. tho train 
anst be stoppod and i f m osuse ia known fa* detaining tha 
train, it B O W bo persisted to proooed upon a caution oard, 
form 0« whioh roads aa folio *«: 

B O O K S U A S B U 8 £ S 
flsMlwa Sloofe station, ttSSUJL$2SSl» IWffP To OoSduotor and ̂ ineaan,"IJSia e f i X a « J H H H i f y a e k * 

Tho Olrouit has failed. Ton nay prooeod at j lQgj fc f i * 
with caution, &&peotlng to find traok obstructed* 

0$£3&IJ3S$MM St̂ nainan̂ fc 
Conductors and £uginamea reoeivins this sard properly 
filled oat and signal nay proceed with tho train under 
control, prepared to sstoi* short af any ohatruotion in 
the block* 

Operator Price, at Olarksdalo, stated that whan 

train 1st Ho* 93 approached hie station ho oallod tha operator 



at Platte Btvor la order to assure tao bloefe for lt» tot oa tao 
operator had soon excused for dinner be did aot recelvo any , n 

rospanoo, thereupon he applied to tho train diopateaor for 
instructions and tho train dtapatoh*** authorised hia to allow 
the tola to enter the aiooka Bo taoa placed tao block signal 
ia tao olear position* So otatod that train lot So» 9S arrived 
at hie station at 13.04 p*&* aad v&ilo water was feeing taken 
a brs&smsn mm to tao window aad askod Haw train 5o* 98 was 
running, to which ho replied* *®n tins*" thia information h« 
obtained froa tho operator at 9t» foeapb* Tho train started 
to pall away from tho water tank* looatod Just oast of his station, 
at ia#o© p+n#># end ho reported the time to tao diopatohor at 
13*10 p*a* and was than excused for dinner* So stated that ho 
eo&pax?d hia watoh with the time transmitted by telegraph at 
11*00 s*m* oa tho day of tho aoeident aad at that tins it was 
10 seconds fast* This watoh he nasi ia taking tho tins of 
train lot #o* 98 and ho is positive that it arrived and to-
parted at tho times stated* 

Operator Qilvor* at flatto Stiver, stated that so train 
1st Ho* 90 approaohod his station ho sailed the operator at 
Glazk*dalof bat as no response was received and believing him to 
bo at dinner, ho sailed tho dispatohor fe* inotfuetlons and* 
being unable to ®ot any response froa tho dispatcher, filled 

Sard 
out a Oloaranco Osrd form *A* and Block RestrictlQn7{commonly 
sailed a eatttlon oard)* reading *lst 93 nay ha la tho block," 

whioh information he obtained from tho operator at St. Joseph* 
So then placed his biook signal la tho oaution position and 



' ^ i i, fit u % <r \> A < t 

•torbed to * o out oa tbo platform to M i r e r tbo e#*4 # A* bo 

414 tbio tbo Xoeonrtivo o f train lot #0 m o oppwaehiiig tbo 
station., sad ot tbat tisto lb woo 18*30 1 t r Uto oatoh. So 
stated tbat bo did. aob otop train l o t *o# 96 *# mailed 07 t h * \_ 

Jfttleo wader anon oirouastaaoest •* inotrttotioao aro not t o 

dolsy t o * and it bad boon tbe raeto©, wfeea bo «a* viable to 
vammim%» witb tbe ttosb blootc station ia adraaee# to toll upon 
tbo dispataher for iaotxttotloBo and in tn* oroa* o f being 
unablo to raise tbe dispatcher t o issue *CXearanoe Gard fora 
•4* «&$ Stools fiootriotiott Card* and lot tbo trala proceed* 
Operator Oliver stated tbat tho only exaKlfi&tion bo bad boon 
given ofeilo with tbo Chicago, B00& Island * Pacific Sailway 
was tbe physical eatasiaaftioa sbiob Ho ro#e£wo& in 1»18 whoa 
o n t o H a s tbo service o f t b o ooapoajv So 0X00 stated tbat 
prior t o tbo sesident be did not understand that under tbo 

eiwumstsnseo bo should b®ve stopped train lot Ho* i s ana 
delivered caution oard fom B to tbo orow* Operator Oliver 
abated tba t on tbo day of tbo accident bo ooa$aron bio w&tob 
*ltb telegrepa %fm transmitted at il«0O a«m» and found bio watob 
to bo eorreot* 

Train fciopatehor Boaobam stated tbat tbe operator 
at glossesdaXo did not aafc Mm for permission train lot So* 

93 to enter tho bioofc and no pcnatasion was §iv*a by ate, 
although bo Sid t o l l tbe operator bo bad nothing for lt» Tbo 
operator at OXatfesdale did not toll bill tbat bo was unable to 
oosjssjBioato witb SXatte Stiver. He did sot expect tbat train 



lit ato» 93 woo going to try to rouob Platte B i w for train 
lot Sto* 86* Dispatobor Boaoaost stated that be did sot boor 
Platte Bivor oeU bin on olalaod* and that daring tbo period 
between 13*$$ p*m* and 13*30 p*»* no wm mjMm on tbo 
wire with Woatborby* Ho ototod that tbo role respiring tbo 
dlopateber to prorido a train order sooting point for traino 
that wore to meat at intosaodiat* sidings bad noon oitperoo&od 
by tbo verbal I N S T R U C T I O N S of a for»er S U P E R I N T E A D E B T issued 
four or firo years 9 4 0 ^ and that finder those inatruotiona train* 
were peraifctod to enter tbo bloofe nnder onon oirmesstanoos on a 
olearanoe oard* 

Tbio aooidont m.& caused W train lot 8o# 93 attempting 
to roaob Hatte Riror to soot opposing superior train 1st Vh» 9B 
when it did not have sufficient tlm to make tbo run aa required 
tqr rule* for thia Conductor aollinaswerth and Soginoman 
Stuart are responsible* Oenoxnl Bt&o 6S rondo aa rollout 

*At mooting points botwoen trains of tbo oaeo ola^o, tbe inferior train mot oioar tbe main traofc before tbo lea-ring tiojo of tbo superior train** 
Under tbis rule train lot So* 93 should novo boon in on tbo 
aiding* oloar at Platte aivor, before X̂ *30 p«#« According 
to tbo atatssjont of Oondnotor SoiiXngoworth htaelf. at l£.&9 
p«m* bio train still bad over *? of a nile to ran bofor* roaoV 
Ing Platte Hirer and it would bare taken at loaat tbreo niautos 
after arrlral to got into oloar or to protido proteotion* When 
tbe train loft Olwrkodalo it bad at tbo ssosb but W aintttes to 



; 1 **** n* Uof a b i o S v o ^ ^ i ^ a n m » i s # ' opood of »« alio* po* boar* Out off thin sAstoaoo niles 
1 w o oovorsd ay * oiow ordo* restristian th* •pood of freight 
to«s«uf lo. so silo* pa* how* t$o» tho abowo it is a$pa*sat 
that th* orow of train iat to* #9 did ast eoatsnpiate $*&m -
any attention to tho slow ardor and way* willing to too * 
*i*ftt on oanpiyin* with rule *»* «** • ' : ' 

A contributing oause of this aeoldsntwas the failure 
of apowator* M M and Oliver to oaaply *4tfe ntto sanaal blook 
oyston tola Ko* which in as follows* 

"If, fro® any oaus*, a &i«oalaan ba 
anabi* to ooromtoftto with the naxt blook 
atatlon in sdwnnoo. h* oast atop ofovy 
train approaching in that d^otlon* 
Should no oause for detaining the train bo 
known, it nay thorn be pernitled to proooed, 
with « caution oard flam mw provided ton 
(10) nlnutes have classed since tbe oaao* 
ago of tno loot preceding t m » » o 

A osapiisnso with thia rale required that whan an oporat©r in 
unable to ooojanaiasto with tho bloc& station in Mvaano* tho 
approaehina train an&t ho stopped and a oantion sard, form 9* 
iesued, whieh would vs^uiro tho train to proooad ander oon-
trol proparod to stop short of any obstruction in tno blook* 
2n this inafsaaoa* noithor Operator ?»iao nor Oposrator Ollrsr 
oonplisd 94th this ralot and aooordina to Mapatoher Saaoham*» 
o^atonont it is tha usual practise ants? ooanitMft of this hind 
for tho oporator to oaXl upon tho train dispatohor and for hift to 
authorise tha train to proceed oa Oloaxanoo Oard fora A and 
Blook Soatriotion Oard# 



Banual Block imlo *** M Weds at follow** 
*fth*m trains are to naot at aa tatana#atat* 
siding* train order* ft* that effect naat ha 
given than* Thi* mtat be done, whenever ,/,., 
practicable, before ahoy reach in* blook ata*-
tioae at tha aatrano* to tb* ***** within whioh 
tho JLnt«mo4iato aiding la located* Th* eig-
naisson at thooo alack station* wast to clvsu 
copie* of tho Ofidef ft£df**s*a to then* They 
w m dsiitor a copy of sash o*d*r* to «**% oon-
daoto* ana ingfeftoaaa of th* tnaiaa concerned, 
together with slearanca sard C*0*» A) an whioh will ho statsd th* block roatrtotion##* Having 
resolved th**** th* tiain* *onaolm«4 nay pressed 
and fulfill tfcei* train orders* 

•KouaplaJ 
for nesting novcnent only* 

Block restrictions* So* 9 neat Ho* 14 at 8» 
This rale also is not fceia® ob*«?vod* and it is olois&d that it 
had haon auporsoded by tho wsfoal iaatruotions of a fomor 
superintendent* in reply to th* question a* to whether ho 
was aw$ro that any such instructions w*t* in effect* ®upe;r*» 
intondont Cou&hlin replied *1C©T*r saw fltom** if it was intondod 
that this rule should bo suspended m aodlfled* a notioo to that 
offset should h&vo boon issued in a proper aannsr* Any arbitrary 
worhol sasponjsion or notification c# pylatod rules or la#tato* 
tions by officials or others opens ap an awann* tor a wis* 
understanding and son sot but fail to woafeoa the roapoot of *m~ 
ployooa for those miss and to invito iaoso nat&nda* 

Tho epood restrictions covering the aso of traok froa 
a point four »llos oast of Clo^sdalo to fttoolebrldgs had been 
in off aot sins* la&o 3 t and a ohooh of tho train shoots showed 
that tho speed /roscrifcod had* with on* esoeptlou*, boon exceeded 



. vs'̂ -As - o\ ooooojjoJsaL* 6o$goo o f e ^ p o s v l t l o a wou ld f w o t t a o i l y ^ 
dloeloood oaon mwafo on* aad loo l 4 « p t t i i l * * o * t a « eetftbiiabed 
oatoa on* jrogaiatioae a* * * * o * h i b i t o d l a t h i s enoo* « n o . 

w e p n a s l b i i l b r * » * » o jp taUo 07 a * * a t y pxoviatag 0*S«O oad 
r o t a t i o n * t o f o v a r a Ono o p e r a t i o n o f t r a i n * ; i t l o « i * o t a o i r 

o a t r t o t ako « U roaaaaabie aoea i i * * * Oo t n s n r o o b n t ; f a X « * and -, 
•- ' > i £ 1 » , • 

y«* t t la t loaa avo obaarvod* t t a r e U o t f oa o f d n t y o n *ao p a r t o f 
o f f i o l a i a obarged w i t h too enfereasonO Of r a l o o eon not f o i l t o 
bo r e f l o a t e d l a t h * a t t i t u d e o f aubordlaato oaployooo. 

Ooadootor H o U i n * s w o r t b entered t h * eap lor o f t o o 
Cbiea«o t t o o t l e l a a d * * a o l f t o Boi fcm* oo f r o l g b t nrakesan l a 
<ft*lirt I t O O * oat woo promoted t o eoadaoto* Ootoeot 0 r Iwl4# 

to^aonna S t u a r t woo onplofoO oo a f i x o a o a t a 
ttawoaber* I004 v end «&& oronoted t o e a * i a « * i a l a Ootobor* l t l O t 

Operator r r i o a eaterod tbo oorotoo an Agent and 
Operator l a OotoOor* 190?» 

O p e r a t e 9 l i * n r entered tbo OoOfioo oo Agon* and 
Oporator l a l a t f i IfO*0 r e« iga«4 l a &f toa jbor* 1911* tad woo 
t o ^ w i o r o O l a fmmxr* loss* 

j$l*patob#r Oooobott oatoroo f a t aorv ioo oo o t r o l a 
rj'' oiopfttobor g a l f e ? * vm§ &ad r o o i f ^ i i t a o V l y Ob* ooao poov* 

So ooo re*OM54oy«d t a 9optoabowt i « o ^ # omo oioaioooO l a 
f abru is ry . 1000 t f o t a a agala ro^oaplofoO l a Jioo^ttboj^of tbo aon© 

f o o t * i&J 
t b o l a w t i « a t i o a o f t b i * oooldoat dlooloooo tbo t tbo 


