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sugust 24, 1915,

I¥ RE INVESTIGATION OF 4 ACCIDENT BRICH OCCUSAED OF
THE CHICAGO, ROCX ISLAND & PACIFIC RAILWAY,

: HEAR PLATTE “%3??’ KC., O8N JUNE 27,

On June 27, 1915, there was & hesd-~end collision
betweon tewe freight trains on the Chicage, Rook Island %
Paclific Reillway near Platte Hiver, Ho,., which resulted in the
death of 3 enployses and the injury of 3 employees. After
1nva5tlgﬁtian ¢f this acelident the Chiel of the Divisic: of
Gafety submlts the followlny reports

The district on which thisz seeldent oc¢ourred L3 &
single track line and extendes from Horton, Kans,, to Altausont,
Bo,., & distance of 30 atiles. Trsinsg srs opersated by tlse~
card, trein orders end 2 zznusl block signel system, eszst-
bound truins belng superlor by direetion.

Yéstbound seecnd class reight traln 1st Fo. 93, en
reute frec Trenton, Kc., to fo:ton, Tans,, ¢onslated of loco-
motive 1698, 29 losced sns L 4.0ty 2ors (1027 tons), and wes in
charge of Conduetor Hol L.svortsn .nd Bngineman Stusrt. It
left Trenton &t 6.30 s.2., & nours and 29 mioutes late, snd at
tltesont, about 41 mile< =z t 2f the psint of ageldent, the
erzw received Pink Bulletl.: No. 260, dated June 26, resding as
follows:

"Reducs to 10 =ilos ter hour over bridge 457

Just wezt of Lri, stone. Pospenger triing ré-

duce t¢ &5 .nz freight trains to 20 miles an

p hsur from 4 <ilce saast of Clarkadsle to-Stock-
: bridge.” (

The traln arrived st Clurravals, about 11 miles esat of the
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point of aceident, at 12,04 p.n. Vater was takken, the trala
was given a olear block eignal, and 1V depayrbted ot 12.08 pum,,
§ hours and 38 minutes late. The train passed Stookbridge, a
non-talegraph atation about 3.3 oiles enst af the polnt of
ecoldent, and while running et & apesd of sbout 30 wiles per
pour oocliided with train lat Mo, 98 eusd of Platte River
station.
Zasthound frefght extrs 14665, ccomiztlang of locomotive

1665, 2L loaded cars and a dgahoose, eg route from Hortea %o
Treaton, in oharge of Condustor Hackett and Enzlnsman Aekew,
laft Herton at 8,35 mem. At 86, Joseph, Ho., this train
raseived an order to rn from 8t. Joseph $o Trenton as 1at Mo,
98. The traln assumed that schedule and departed from T8,
Joseph at 12.0% Dalte, on time. At Flatte Blyver, 7.8 niles
east, the nanual hlook signal was in the essution position and
the oparator deliversd to the orew & lorz known s® “"Clearanae
Card form A and Boak Restriotion Oard,“ shieh vead as followa:

*Conduetor and eaglinesen st 98

gg::?oﬁgryﬁr@:lm :’f: Ef” ng:tl for block

Blook restriotionst lst 93 may b6 in blocke.

{81gned) Oliver
Gperator,™

Train lst No. 98 regeived thila form without stoppling and paased
the station at 32,30 peme, on tize, &and had precesded to a poind
about (450 faet east and was running at a speed of about 2§
uiles per hour when it ocollided with trein lat Ho. 93 8t approxi-
mately 1231 pule

¥hen the trains dnze %o a atop the two loovmotives wore
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loaked together and had rfallen down the sxbankment on the north,
the Senders golng on the cpponite aide of the tracks Fourtesn
gara loaded with frefight of various kinds were completely
wregked and piled ecn the tops of the loeozotiven,

Approsching the poiut of eaguident fyom Platfe River
the track {a tsngent for 4,100 Bet, folbwed by & J-dogree
surys to the left, 850 fest in length, whioh in tuin ia
Tollowed by a tangeat of 3,100 feets The point of the scol-
dent is 380 fiet east of the west snd of Shis curve. At this
polat the track is on a 12«font riil, and is practically level.
The enginemnn of the westbound train had s view of apprexlustely
1,250 foot. %The enginemsan of the essthound trein, Wing on the
ocutside of the osurvs, could soe but ahout 300 fact, while ths
firemes had & view of about 1,250 fests The westher ot the
tizme of the acoldent wss clear.

Conductor Huokebt, of traln lat Ho, 98, stabed that
befors leaving Horbon on the day of the scofdest he canmparad his
watoh with the astsmdard clock und found 4% te be adout 10
seconds fant. Ne stated that approaching Plstte Eiver he was
riding in the eadoose, snd sweing the blouk slgmsl in the
asution posgiticn he want to the resr anhoose platform snd
rogeived & “Clesrance Card form A snd Blook Restrigtion Cara®
from the aperator, reading "lst 93 may be in the bhlook,” This
he undorasteod to mean thet zls bruln might expedt 4o find traln
1st No. 93 ot Btookbridge, or in the blook under tle pro-
taotion of a flag. ke steted that when hie Mbnoa{s - wan aboud
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3 or i oar lengths wost of the station at Flatte Eiver he

locked at his watoh snd {t was then 12,30 p«m. Be again looked
at bis wetoh Lmmediztely after the acoldent and it was 12.31 puan,
Condugtor Haokett stated that his traln started from Bt, Joseph
at 12,04 pe.mas 8nd flgally lelt the nust end of the yard at

12.08 pam. The usual ruaning time of his train from 5%.

Josaph to Platte River is from 35 to 40 ninutes, and that
batween these two points his traln waz seldos able %o make

the sohadule,

Srakeman Durrant, of traln ist No, 98, gorrodorated tle
statements of Conduetor Haokett aa 0 Bhe time the traln passsd
Platte River and the time the aceldent vesurred.

Condugtor Hollingsworsd, of toranin lst No. 93, statad
that before leaving Trenton ou the day of the acsldent he some
pared his watoh with the standard elook epnd found 1t to he 1
or 2 seconds aff, He glec menticned the time to his engine~
man for the purpces eof saxzparisom and his enginemon replied
"Co Ko™ Ho stated that hias train arrived st Clerksdale at
12,00 noon. While weter was being taken he wolked So the head snd
of the srain locking for defestive sars, Ha then went %o the
telegraph offioe and asked the operator how traln Ho, 99 was,
to which the operstor replied Yon tine.* He looked st his
watoh as his loovwotive started from Clarisdale and it e
12,05 p.m. At that time he figured thad his traln would bhe
able t0 reaoh Platta River by 12,30 pems, but Ho knew that if 1%
414 so, the alow ordar oomid nat.ﬂ be properly obererved, He
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stated thet whon his onginoman whistled for the station at
Btookbdbridge, the rear brakemen, who was riding in the caboose
with Afm, asked 1 he wantad to go to Pliatte River for tralin Ko,
98, Heo replied, "Yes, highedall hiz,* meaning to give hinm &
procoecd signel, He does not Proall heering the bBrakeman make
Aany remark about boging on elose time for traln Ne. 98. The
train pagsed Stoekbridge betweon 12.19 peme and 12,20 Dume By hia
watebs Conductor Hellipswurth stated that he ressivel & qopy
ef Pink Bulletia Wo, 260 on this trip, but he was under the
{rprassion that the restriction was from a point 4 m3les west of
Clarkedale to Stockbridge instead of 4 milss sest of Clariksédanle,
Ho atated that the usval running tlse between Clarksdale and
Platte River 1s 25 ninutes and thet under ardinery eonditinns
1% would take about 3 minutee aftier arrival st Platie Biver to
got intoe clear and provest the train, Eo estimated the mazimum
spsed betweon Clarksdale snd Stoekbridge 0 heve sxpeeded
wlles per hour, He Aid net, however, make eny affort tc bave
the engineman reduce apeed. Imsndiately after the aceldsnt he
looked st his watoh and it was 12.29 pldts

Brakeman Varmey, of train lat No. 93, stated that when
the sagineman sounded the whistle approaching Stookbridge he
ankasd the conduator whers they ware goliua for train No, 94,
The gondugtor replied "Let him go if bhe wants to," vwhoreupon he
gave 8 progesd signel from the cupela of the eabeose, He
strted that the trein passed Stockbridge about 12,20 puma snd
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shorily afterward he remarked %o the gonduotor “Btuert s eub.
on & 1imb Per lut 96," to whieh the gondustor yeplled, “Homa-
body ¢lse 48 sut o3 & Jioh.," 7This he Interpreted s meaning
that the enginemsn wns 4n a precuvicus position with ysgerd to
train lat Nos 98, to wbick the scnductor veplied that he hime
sell oceupied the same position. He estimated tha speed of
ils tpain to Rave hosnu dotween IC and 40 miles per hour papssing
Stoekbridges Ab the time of the socident ke was sitiing in
the supola of the sxboose and he enw $yelu it o, 98 sppreach-
ing aboub 15 onr lexgths Afotant, Tuzpdiately artar the
agsddent ho looknd at hles wuteh apd 4t was 12.20 pem. He
stated that he had resd pink Lulletin No. 280, but 313 nos
reoail betwoen what polnts Lt restrioted the speed of trains,
Fireman Drown, of trala lst No. 93, stated that when
Bis traip was ahous thresequarters of s mile wost of Clarkedale,
ke glanced at Bis watoh ond 1t was 12,08 pune He asked the
engineman where Be was going for traln ¥Wo. 98 and the englaeman
raplied, "X don't ksow yeb,'  Ho sstimated the maximum speed
Botreen Clerkodale and Stoekbridge to have Been 30 orp D%
ziles par houry He ssw Trafn lst No. 98 spproaabing vhen
they wore 230 or 25 gav lepgthe dietant, He atated that he
seldon read the Dink bulletine and 414 ot know whether or
not the mles required thot be should read Shem.
The watoh takan from the Yody of Engineman Azkew,

of train lat Ho, 98, aftor the aseldent showed that 1t had
atopped st 12,31 and 30 ecconds, The watoh of Pireman
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Forpautor of Ghe same Srain, found aewy She Mzw Bead,
showed Shat &t had stopped ab 12,31 and %6 ssconds, Thie
evidenos would ssem to subgbantiate ths etatemants of fon~
dustor Haokedt ond Ris hrakeman ar 20 the Slme $he acoldent
ousrreds

Under the blook rules of the Chieugy, Kook Islsnd &
Paoific Rallwey Coey when traiss are to meet at mn internodiate
oiding, s train order satahilsliing & mestiing point, togedher
with 4 Olesrance Oard, fpms “A%, snd Blook Restrletios Oard,
on whioh anet be stated the blosk restristions, must bs given
to sach train before embering the blosk withdn whiok ths fnter.
mediate aiding L& located, 204 a copy of khe train oxd=y Losued
to the gporedors at the sentrances to the hloeky The Ples slse
provide that 4f f3om any csuse 8 aignalman should be usebls to
soonunicate wish the mnext blook statien in aivanas, the train
must be stopped end if no cause 1s keown for dovtaining the
traln, Lt may be permitited to procosd npen & saudion card,
Porm D, whiok yeads na followwns

BOCE I1SLAED LINRES
QAUTION CARD-~~FOHE Ds

[Aakl)e Bloek dtatlon,

onduotoy and Englneman, How A
i‘ku ﬂlmit baz failed., TOU MAY DProde 4%
with gsution, expeoting to fiud traek ﬂm

ok 0oey Bligaaluan,

Condvetors and Puginomen reseiving thie eard
filled out and slgned may procsed with sm t mur
fuﬁtgﬁ& prepured to stop short ef any oduwtrection in

Operator Frice, at Ularkedale, shaled t?aﬁ‘ when

i

train lat No, 9% spprodchod Niz stsation he ealled $he aperator

ant .
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ab Platte River in oxder to seguve the bHleek for 1%, tust aa the
sparator had besn exeused for dinner be 444 mot recelvo any
response, thersupon he applied $o the traia dispatoher for
instxuotione and the trsin diapatoher suthorized kim to allew
the frain to enter the bdloeks Ee then placed the dlosk nignal
in the slesy position: Eo stated thadl $rein fet No, 95 arrived
a8t hils stetion &% 12,04 pene and while wator was being taiken

a brokugan omte 0 the windew and asked how train No, 08 was
mpning, to whioh Re replied, “"On time,®  Phis lnformation b
obtained from the operator at 3%, Joesph, The train started
tc pull sway frem the water sank, losated Just east of his station,
8% 12,08 pame, and ho reported the time to %Yhe dlopatoher ab
12,19 peme and wor Hhen exeusod for dlnmes, He statod thald he
ccmpared hls wateh with the time transmitéed By telegraph at
11.00 aume on %he day of the ageldent and at that time Lt was
10 paconds fast. This welsoh he saod in taking She tinme of
traln Yot Ho. 99 and he 18 positive that §% arrived and &~
parted &t the times atsted,

Operator Qiiver, at Platts River, stated that us traln
st Hoy 98 appyoached hiz station he gulled the operator st
@larksdsle, Tut as no responss was rsceived asd belloving him to
b2 &% 4inner, he salled the dlaspatoler for Lnstructiono aud,
being unable to got any response fram the ﬂspa#ahsréagued
out a Cloarsnos Gard form “A™ and Ricok Restriostion/{commonly
gelled & eantion eard}, resding ®lat 95 msy Be in the hlock,"

whioh informetion ke o%Bainped from $he gperstor ad St Joaseph.

He then placed s dlock asignal in the gaution poeoition and
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d%d $hin she losgmotive of train 1sh Nmemmwm
. station, end at thad time 40 was 12,30 pste by Nis watel, Be ..o
C stated that he 414 30b stop tralm Yot Nos ¥O ae muxmwm
ﬂummammw, sz the Instrustions are not €
deley 50, and it Bad bean She custom, wien Ne wes Wnable €0
ompunidate with the next biook station In advanss, %o e¢all wpon
the dispadatier for instractions and in She svent &f beling
uwnabis $o ralse the dispatcher to fasue "learsnue Qard form
BA* sng Bloak Hestriotion Jaxd” and 1st the trein proceed.
Operatoy Oliver stated thet the only examimation he kad been
given while with the Chtoage, Hock Isxland & Pacific Raflvay
was the phyraieal sxsnimation which he reusived in 1012 when
entering the servise of the cumpany. Ho also stated $hat
prior to the avnident he 414 not undovstand that undex the
slrounstenoen he should have sboppsed Sraty 1zt Mo 68 and
dniiverst caution esrd form I to the orew, Operstoy Cliver
stoted thst on the day of the accident he ovmparod Ms watoh
with telegrsph time trenemibied at 11,00 s.ns and found his watoh
e ba soreeot,
Traln Dlepateker Beaokun atated $hat the opayator
at Clarkadsle 4id not ask him for permissiom Loy trainm lat Mo,
( 98 40 snteor She Block and no pormiesion was glven by him,
althougk he 414 $ell the operctor he hag nothfng for it, The
operator at Clarksdale 4id not tell him $ka¥ he was {mm ]

sommaioste with Platve Biver. He 214 sot expeet Wbab drain
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1at Wos 93 was going to try to rench Platte River for train
lat Wo. 8. Dlzpaboher Beachem stated that he 414 mot hear
Platee River onll him ao gladmed, and $het durlsg the period
botwoen 12,80 Dutis snd 12,30 puis B¢ waa working on the
wire with Weatherbys He steted thst the rule requlring the
diapatober to provide & train order mesting polut for Szaiss
that were %0 meet at intermediate sidings bud basn supsrseded
by %the verbal instruciionn of w formey superintendent isaund
four oy five years ago, and that under those insltyuekions tralns
wore permitted to enter the bioek under suoh oirdumstances on a
elesranos cards

This mooldsnt wes eaused Wy truin 1st No, 95 attempting
to ¥each Platte Rlver to zoet gpposing supsrior train Lok Fo.s 96
when 1% 414 not have surfficiemt time te make the y»un as required
Yy Tule. For tuis Conductoy Hollingeworth and Zugineman
Htusrt are vesponsible, Goherel Bule B8 reads as follewst

At meeting points belwesn tralps of the sune

alage, the inferiste train musts sleap Lhe mulsn track

befpre the lesving Sdme of She superioxr train,*
VRder Shiz rle truin 1ot No, 935 should have bBeen &n on the
siding, olesr zt Platte River, before 12,00 pame According
to the statement of Conduntor Boallingeworth hbmsel?, at 18,729
DPerts hiz 2rain 88l had over 7 of w mile %o yun defors resth-
ing Platte River and 16 would have hoken at least bhree mimtes
after arrival %o get inte olear or to provide protestion, When
the treln Left Olarksisole it had et the wost but 36 minutes to
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A ooptrituting cauee of this mumﬁ wis the failuve
of anmtm Prics snd Oliver to sauply wﬁh w sapmaX bYlovk

syotem Yuls Hoe 302, whish fa an followss S

368 St R sutzan
ege of the last gr%ns g :
A wmplianee with 3is rule recuived thatm an operatar Le
vaable So gsoemmniante with the Blook station :.u adwanse, the
srproschiing traiz muet Ye stopped and & ceublon suyd, form D,
isued, whieh would recuire the traiu to preqesd uisler eon~
Yol praparsd So stop short oF auy obstyuetios L the Wlooke
In this instancs, neithor Operstor Pyioe noy Oparetor Ollver
eomplisd with Shis rule, end aocording to th Benohente
statemant 4% 48 the usuel practice wader mm of this kind
far the aperator $o oall upon the train Alspateher and for him ¢
mwumtﬂmwymmmMWemmam

Bloek Restxiotion Jerd, C}
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Moxusl Bloak rule Mo, S81 yésdn as followst
hen tyalns are £ meot At an Intamediate

m $7ain arders %o Shnd eoffech musd e .
veu Ahelie  THLS WuS De G0ns, whenever
they weach henaakw

tione
{ the opder addresssd %0 Do
dsiives nmﬁmmm %o aagh
of the § ﬂmm&,
asm with elearanss saed g whi
e stated She Woek restirlobionsz.” Havieg
rooeived these, She truine sonieinsd may pregecd
and fulfill 1;?&3 S¥ain exders,
For neets ek ouiyt
maage restyivhionst No. 7 meet Ho, 14 a8 G
iz rule also iz not teing observed, end £t Is clsimsd that 1%
bhad bBeen supsyeeded by the vertal Instwwations of & Sormer
suparintendent, In reply to the question s¢ S0 vhether he
waz gwere that sny suck imstyuotions weve in effegt, Dupere
fatendend Ooughlin replifiecd “Mowsr sow $hem,® JIf 10 was intendad
that this yulo chould be mapended or medified, & notice %¢ thad
sffent should have hean locued 5 & praper mantsys Any ardlirary
verbal suspension or modifiasation of printed yules or instrue
ticng by officlals or others opens Wy an avapne for & wmiow
muderstanding snd ocom oot dut fadl G0 weaken She rospesl of eme
ploysea Poy thnoe vales snd to invite loose methods,
Thw apésd restristions covaring She uve of trzak frem
¢ point four milss enst of Clarkadale B0 Stookbdridgzo had Besn
in sfrect sinoe fune 2, ond a oksck of the train sheetn showed

$hat the spoed srescoribed had, with one exeeptlon, been exoeeded
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oftiokals Mﬁﬁw&mmmwmmwt fuil %o
’M reflented in ths stiftude of mmsm m!ma.
Gondustor Bollingsworth mm the exploy of the
Ehisago, Rook Isissd & Pavirie Reilwny s frelght Nrakensn in
aly, 1807, and was promated %o mw Satobey 3, 1914,
Tozinemon Buart was esployed ss a fivesan in
Novamber, 1004, @md wap promoted to engitensy tu Gotwher, 19L0.
Operator Prica entiersd the svervies as Agen$ sud o
Ogeratey in Gotober, IS0V,
Sperator O3iver entared the ntﬂw ax Agent and
Operator in Suly, 1907, vesigned in Septemder, 1011, and was
re-eoployed s Teanery, 2912
‘ Wmmmmdmmﬁggunm 5
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_Be wne reewmploysd An Septenber, 1903, ead dfuniased In

Foumary, 1008, helag sgaln reesmployed in Deswnda #f She somp
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