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I} HE INVESTIGATION OF AQQIDENY WaAleH
CCCURRED ON THE OQNIQAGO, ROCK IBLAMD
A¥D PACTFIC RAILWAY AT UIQELES,
ARE., ON JOLY 289, 1915

On &1y 29, 1915, thers was s rear-end osllislon
on the Chiongo, Book Island & Pagific Railway, ak Hickles,
Ark., which resulied in the death of 3 eywloyess amg the
injury of & ewzployoas end 4 passengers. After lovestige-
tion of thia ascident, the Chisf of the Division of Zafoly
reporde as follows:

¥astbound frelght trzin oxtrn 1VY76 conslstad of
4) care and a ¢aboose and wis in chavge of Conduotey Here
bouge and Engine-an Engsters At Blue Mouatain, a copy of
train order No. 144 was recaived, nobifping the erew of extoa
1778 that eastbound passenger train Ho. 446 sae one hour and
fifteen miymtes late., At Taveland, 4.9 miles heyund Blue
Kountalin, Qondustor Hewhouse went Porward $o ride on dhe
locorotive, ipstructing the flagman 56 wateh out for traln
Hoe. 44« A Dunvills, 15,1 milez beycnd Waveland, Lthe
sraln stouped at fthe weat awliteh of the pamping $rack at 120
PaZ., FOr the purpoze of taking the sidisg for train Ho, 44,
Anethor order was then Yoceived, notifying them that Lraln
Hos 44 was renning ope hour snd tlilzty mimutes late. Flag-
man Speay went bhaogk to provect his tSrain by flag, thinking
thay train Nos 44 wmms Quer oub of the last statlon, not
knowing of this extenzicn in time. Af%er recelving the
erdor giving them more time on tenin Ho. 44, She erew of

extrs 1776 proceeded, leaving Danville at 10. %6 pat. Ko
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whistle uignal, however, was sounded, recalling the flag-
man, and he weo left Beohind, Extra 1778 arvived at Hlekles,
S¢8 mlles from Danvillae, a% 10140 Deme, 208 0% assount of
the engine not steaming good deeclied to renaln st that poins
for train No. 44.

Woathound extra 1775 was on sthe zidlng, awd as
1% was not long snough So hold she twy drains axtea 1776
proceaded to the anst switoh, the fntenblon Befsng that, az
saon asz train No, 44 sessed bhe west awlted, extra 1775
akguld rrooesd and extrs 1774 wsould Yeek In snd allow trmin
To. 44 L0 pasz. Urxbra 1770 atopped heyond the enst swltah,
the switeh was oganed and She train huoked until the caboose
waz standing on the frog. The whiotle signsl having been
sounded for the flagman Lo 20 back to probegd the rear af the
tenin, extra 1778 reusines 1t tbhis point umbidl 1le2Y pea.,
a3t which tlme 1t wmas atruck By 4rair Woe 44.

Zautbound seasenger velo Mhe 44 oconsisted of
3 baggage esrs, § eosches ani 1 Pullnan eary all emespt the Pullman
esr belag of stesl copatrueoticn. The train was hagled by looo
mobive 1018, end wia ia char;e of Condustor Landrum and Engineten
Maloney. After having racelved a elsaranga ¢arf faps “A* whioh
informed the erew thai exbru 1776 had entersd the dicek at 10.26
Nela, ond fhat westbhouni evure 1775 had entered bhe bBlook at
10,08 pyme, t™ain oo 44 1at Danville, ad 11.12 pamte, and at
11485 Detts, 00llided wiil %ke roar end of exbra 1778, while
traveling at 3 spead esbl atad L0 lave been eboud 48 miles _
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Logenotifve 1018 onne o rest onm its gide, half
way dowm the 12-9008 enmbariment oa the right side of the
traok at & point about 240 feob saat of the awlboh. The
enboeee and Ten ears of extra L7978 wers derailed, sopme of
the cars being desolished ané the othern move or lesa
domaged. Fone of the ours 1z %raln To. 44 wers dasanged.
The two @uplovass killed ware She engineman of the pagsenger
traln and the niiile bralenan of the frolght train.

This rart of the Chisago, Fosk Islond & Pasirie

Fallway 15 a aliogle btynek rafleny. A omwmal Blook aignel syste

1z in use, o operated ag %0 allow superior trmlus to enter
an ogenpled Biosk when furnizhed Yy the sperntor with 8
clearanes card form "AY sontalining the blaek rsertriastions.
Apprasching She joint of eollfision from the wapt Sherye 1s a
Sengent abeud dne mils in length, extesnding $o a npolnt
ahout 582 Pant wesd of the ~olnt of the awiteh, then there
13 a qurve of two degrees to She pight, 828 foot In longllh,
follewed %7 & Leugent ahout 1,B0C fast in length. ©On
aosanat of the A~degree curve, and ours stangloy on the
traok on bhke ingids of the ouyve, the viclon of She engline
vrow of the saszonger traly was litdted to abont TN0 fest,
Flogren Speny, of asirs 1778, stated that he read
the order reselved zt Hiue Meunleln, glving his train one
tour «nd fitesn mlmites tize on trsin No. 44, Ha shated
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thet e sonduotor went 0 Lhe Seswd ¢nd of the trala at
Wawslond, stacing that te ~ight ot return hefors train Mo,
44 had nasged. When the 200D wse made at Panville be did

ot hear ony ahlatle signnl 60 g0 vaok and Cleg, S imgedinte-

Iy word beok e protent Bis train. Uhen about £ives tolograph
voloy fren $he rear of Soe Brolin ke beard en enging wnhistle
a Back-up signel and, vhinhlog It wg. $he englne bauling his
Sradn, he hurrdod Lselr, et gt aboud the ssne $ine hls own
erpice soukded o ;rogeed si,uel and sbarted on Lte way east,
Then tda Moe 44 nirived nt Danvliile he Ycarded ¢he ergiae
snd tols Ghe onglire op thel Lo sould ride unbll ibhey overtook
exize 1770 Ho alro 4018 bRin Slat gzbro 1798 way to ueot e
wpethoung exvre &b Lickleon, afo that he would robebly find
the traln ad btiat obalier, bud toat, If the westbound extrs
wes In 89 elewp, wxbra 1978 i ks proceed to Ola ahend of
train Toe 44 &o.zooohang Uicslee e sow 4 fuln on the side
tynek, which be Shought wvn.. o-try L7768, opd ke subiossd that
Ris own trein Lad Lroceeded G0 Clae. He eptimated the epeed
of Lhe pacscpger tenia Lo Love beern 40 op 48 miles per hour.
Qunduetys Howho.ne stutled thet he rode on %he
engine fron Wavelond Yo Jloklor on ageount of the meekbing
polnts his trois hrd =ith opuo.lng tralzs.e Onp srrivsl
st Danville, ke reevived o order peying that tyruin o 44
would ran one hour and tRisty  inutes late =z2nd, az bhis
order gavs hisz train 158 wiuutes sdsitional time oa tyain
Ho. 44, left Danville en route to Hiekles., The flagmen
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did not know aboud his heving fessived the order giving

15 minuten sdditiousl tice on train No. 44, When thev
whigtled off brakes a progeed slinal wmg redeived about a
tinute sfYerwardn Trom the middle of the tyaln, and alshough
the vear of the frain was oot In siaht he muproszed $hnt the
midilie hrakeran had reenived a vrodsed algasl from the fing.
Ean. Do fld nwo% wnow whelher or nod any slgnal was yeselvad
Lrom the rear ond of the Srrin lesving Dorville, as reruired
by the rules, an when the $roln ywaned the eonat ewitoh he

was bugr tallng with the anginetan about thelr rest orders,
Eé ztated further bt cpexing Shreough Belleville, a sgigned
was regelved Prom the raqy end of the train snd was acknow-
ladwed by the enginenens &% Hiekles the siding wer slready
oopuniod hy westhound extra IVPH, so 1t wes degided to sup 0
$he #2558 swisnsh aydl taey In. As 3he engitexan slowed dcwn at
The enct nwiteh be drepned off and, when the eahvone vauaed,
ayeued the awilieh, The engineran thon sounded the whistie for
the flagman to g9 baekr spd »yoteol fhe sy of ¥t Sreing and
bho himgelf atarted townrd the onbonme. A6 aboub this time the
snglne:en gonnded the bookeup signal, He Phem went inbo

the saboose god, when tho engineman gounded the bach-up siznal
again, olimbed te the root and oipneled the enginensn to bPaok
up, She aaboose otopsing on the roint of the frogs The
aonduetor of tke $rein wiioh war on the aiding then eare into

the guboase ani Te Bold that covdUchor that HBe flagman had
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gotton off when the trsin slowed down o lot hWim get off ab
the onst switehe Be made no atlenpt, howsver, %o ssoerinis
wireblier or not the rear end of his $rain wns protected,
guppoeing that Flagnan Spesr wes performing this duby, When
the angine of tyeln FNo. 44 whigtled, apyroaching Biekles,

=8 ha 4ld not hesr the awvplosion of auy torpedees, 1t ceourpred
%0 hinm thet something wao wrong and he went inte the cauboocae
to got a4 fumes. In the moantime the conductor of exirva 1778
andeavored to flag tralin No. 44, bud only kag tine e go two
gor $hree oar lengbhn. Oonductor Hewhouse further stated

that at Danville the enginecan 4id not whistle obd the flageran,
Ho knew thet the flogssz sould mot heve gone Baok vory far,

ag ke 214 not have time encugh in whieh to do go befors the
sugineman whiztled aff bravesa. Fhem the cobpose pavsed hinm

ety Rickles, es he w»ags stunding st the east switol, he maw the
midcle bhrakeran atandiag on o~ of ons of the caya ahout
twolve pr fAffeon eayr lenzhihs fron the Pesr end,

Boasd Brokern Iner-en steted that when the sngine~
man whistled off brater bofore loaving Danville, he lined up
the switelh for Bhe win track and gave Bhe englineran a4 proosced
siganle He 234 nod see any -ignal given from the rear egd of
the train. Leaving Dinville he was piding six or seven esrs
from the englne, and be nisted that po signzls wore Yeosived
froo She vear end APSey tra trsin pessed the laed swltoh.

Enginevnn Inguter ntoted thad when he mtop el at
Banville the eondustor went intc the telegraph office, while
the switoh wan being opensd for the $rsin %o enter the paasing -
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Sreck. When the conductor cape sut with the order glving
ther: fifteen misutes zore time on train Ho. 44 tho swltoh wase
thyown back for a zain line movement and he recelved a jrooesd
gignnl. He then yen slowly toward the east swileh, aa he dld
not know whethe) or not & train wkioch was then ccoupying the
2iding was 1n 4o elesr, AfSer prasing the switoeb he read hils
ordars and congulted bis timewcard. After atonning beyond
the enst switeh at Hiokles he backad up a few car lengtha, and
heo atated that he whlstled out Lhe flamman elither alffer 3top-
ping or after backing upi he 414 not recember whiosh. He sup-
posed that the flaguon would be proteeting the train st Dape
viile btut 414 not ¢=ll hMm in, stating that he &id not know
oxactiy wkat was golng to Be done until fhe traln hnd started,
noet baving seecn tis grders recelved dy the conduetor, and, as
& progeed sizusl had beon recelived fum the npiddle Drakevan,
he aszumed that all the rembers of the orew were aboard. He
414 not reovive any sigusls from the rear end when the train
ras-od the last switeh at Danvilie,.

Firemnn Raymond, of extrs 1798, stated thot &b
Panville t ore war some discussiom sa %o whether or aet Lhey
should go to Mieklsas or to Qla for tiain No. 44 and, sfher
getting the order giving them an additional fifteon minutes
oa wrain No. 44, Conduotor Nowhouame boarded the eryiine and
whiztled off brakes himsolf, the pagineman then heing engnged
iz rensing Lo order, The middle Hrakemen then gave a prooeed
signzl and the treis started. He 414 not see any signal given
frow the rear end of the Srain aftor lesaving Danville,
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Enginezar Bartlow, of axtra 1778, the traln aocupy-
ing the mide troek at Miokled aben oxtrm 1778 arrived st
that point, stoted that after exiye 1778 bad panced his traln
he heard the englnewsn whistle cubt g Flag. AfSer walling &
few »{wtes and vob aecing = flaguan ap oar, one of his Yrake
nen wallked Beok over the $ruin to pas whother o not exbra
1776 had proomeded on itz war. This bwakenen yeurned to the
ergine and reported that te conld goe actibing of extra 1774
gnd Shoight the trzin had jrocoeded bo Ola shead of Syain Ho.
44

Willsam RobBingow, mid le Wrnkessn ou extra L7765,
stated thet e henrd the snginersn of #xtra 1778 «hisgtle out
a flag, bt 44d not scee o flngran oome back oy heay any
whishle slgmnal for off bdrakss or salilng in a flagnan, Afbey
ten avr fiftecn mimates bad slapsed he bosrded his train to
wallk heok over Lthe oars to 38e vt the troubls was, When he
roaphed the second 9nr frov the ongine he oould Just =ec the
saboose of nls own traln sua ar be suw no 1ighte from the
sabnese of extrs LT78 he supn.osed that Wdat Sraln bad sroceeded.

The direst saupe of Shia aacident waaz Sha failure
of Qonducter VNewhouso 4o wnow tkat ldg traln eas properly
protested while camupying the rain traok on She %we of a
superlor trein, His $r.dn was atanding on the oain rack st
Mlokleo for 43 mimutesz -hile wmaiting for teain Ho. 44, during
whiich tine he -uls no eltenpt o aseeytain whether or unoé 1%

was yroteotod.
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¥hile nod directly responsidle for this acseident,
a8 proper regard for safeby should have aompelled Conduotor
Butoblins of extrs 1778 to rotify his onginemen 2t the mein
treck was not olesr, the east switeh having boen apemed to
pereil extra 1778 to baek in. Had he notified the englneman
o this effeot, ths hWeadlight of the losomotive heuling exbtre
1997 wonld have boen unecvered, and the engliuewan of train
Tos 44 would in tilp manner have been werned that She main
tragk was not slesr, and probably the aceldent would pot hove
aocurred. Aas it sma, bthe heallight was goverad, and the englno-
»an of train No. 44 hed every ressen to belleve that the vain
brack was eleax.

Conduotor Newhoude was enploysd os a hrokeman in
Legenber, 1908, ang waa rovofed %0 cundwsdtor in July, 1908,
He bkad haed 10 or 12 years experiencs on other roadsg., His
record wos goots. Af the time of the aceident he bud been on
duty lesa than 4 hours, after a nericd off ¢éuty of wore than

£8 hourn.
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