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In pa Iovestigntion of Acaldent on the Decorahn
Branch of the Chisnge, Roox Islend & Peaific Ralluay
neny Maynsrd, lowe, Saptember 1, 1333,

On Geptembey 1, 15123 there wse & derslilaent of & Das®
enger Yreln on the Decopsh branch of the Chlcago, Rosk
Island & Faolifie Hallwny nesr Muynmrd, lows, pesuliing in
the Jdeath of 2 pasrengers and the Anjlury of &0 puresengers,
1 mall alerk, and § esployeas.

Thla sooldent wae reported to fhe Commlssion by wirs
ot Jeptesber Ind, by Superdisnisadent Herrill of the Chiceago,
fock Ialond & Proliflc Railwsey, s34 was furthey broughi to
the Commission's atantlion by Hon. 6Lirford Thoras, Chalross
of the Board of Hellyosd Commiasioners of t¢he Sinte of Jows,
in s letter Qated Hepiasber 1lths Polloving rocelpt of
thiz latier an ina-ealor of the fommiaslon was instmuoted to
rerort o helracn Thorns end lovestigste this soclident, ‘flhe
Town Bourd of Railirasd Conminsioners Neld & khesring on thia
mptter on Sspiteaber 11th, ond this Commiselon'sz investigetion,
igtgaa?&?atiaﬁ with the iawa Coxpaigsion, began on Jeptenmber

After lovestizatlion of this sealident and the aliroun-
aianoas eonnectsd thepewnith, thea Ghlef Inspector of Zafety
Applisnces subalts the following reparids,

The Zocored Branch of the (Rlesgo, Rock Islzad & Pociflc
Rellway iz » slngle track lisne extending between Cedar Raplds
and Pegopah, Iows, a dlptance o7 118.8 miles. The train
lavolved In thie acolident wze padasnger traln Ho, 444, asoulhe-
bownd frem Seeargh ta Cedsy Haplds, On the date of the
agelident this train left Decorad on %ime at 12450 p.i., In
therge of ¢onduetsor ¥nlfters end engineman Ceswford, 1% wes
healed by engline Yo, 413 nnd consieted of one gomblnation
wail and begpeps aor end two coanhes, all of moodsn ounsiuow
tlon, Qual snd waltsr wers token at Noynerd, the lealt slop
previous te the asgident, and the trala 1&:& that atatlion
Rt G128 Dute, three minutes Iate. The derailzent ogourred
avout 2 milesg south of Meynard, at gbous I8 pen,, while The
train wis running 6% an estimnted apaed of from L6 to 5O
nilen ser hAour. The aversge gsoheduls running tlxe of this
train ie aboud 22 allsa per hawy,

AL the place ofder<liiment the track i stralght and on
a pprde of 1.1 por cent deseendling for southbound trains. The
treck is on 2 111 about 10 fset high. It fs lagid with dO»
foot nteal ralls walghlcg &0 1lbse. %o the yard. ( Thens ralle
wory rolled by the Illineiz 3%teel Oo, 1o 1856 sid 1831, ot
the Forth Chioepo »nd Soush Ghlenge relling nille. Untll the
fall af L2312 these rolle had Heen in uwse in the maln trackof -
the Cedsr Reoldp divislon at which time they were taken up,
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Hped ut &%u place of Jopullment weyve po Ng“ 17 and m
reil. Ho %ie g&aﬁu m uw&, trank was ine

under
sufficiently bellaated wi

Extent southward from Mayneal the ﬁm&h f¢ on sn pa-
dend mé:s of 1.5 par gent umozimum for & &lstunce of adoul
one mile and & cuerter; there iIa then & dpaganding mﬁc of 1.1
per cent seximuz for sgbont the esme Alatance, The desrsilment
aocurred at & point ehout 5150 faet from the top of tm.a g:m&n,
wiils the Gralin was avif tg;tm nill, The wheels of
foprwerd tander truck wm m.rn t lsave $he Lesck, m
whasl £1 ren 8lo af the right hend rall for a
&latnnos mﬁt 18 wt m& then Arepped 61F on the outslide
of the pell, and slter runsing aboult 15 fast ort the ties, bﬂggn
0o buneh them and dessalish the track, derasil the train.,

Lare Pan plovg ot the tisa for a MQW t 400 feut
Yafoye couing to rest, andl then mﬁzm&k tawu& swsr to the
riznt snd went dowen ths bank, carrying the enginea aloag with them

Enginenan Crawford stated thai wpon h&\r%ﬂm ]
seintsined falrly good speed tu the top of the and then
siut off glesmn, Rl anglne enz soust end e traln was hot
seking wweh noise, when he notlcsd ithe leave the pralls
and Junge about helf wey soross the track $0 the pight, Heo
inmedlataly applied the brakes in ¢pargency end when the traln
esEe to & ﬂa:@ hie looked over his shoulder snd saw the tendler
ami the Bapgege ony tlppling over o tiu wight, That vns the
lagt he rsmembared shout the scoldant, aa was ogarried down
the bank with hils engine snd wag bBedly scelded by sscaping
atest, Bo sald thet hisz traln wos panning 8t ¢ sSpeed of mween
25 and 39 miles Tor hour al ths time of dersilment. In kis
&iﬁaﬁgig the tysin ron about 300 feet sfter &erallannt before
BROPD

Firepan Henning atated sl the Seraln wes rutnlop sbouf
26 milen ver hour Just prior to the dersilment, Be aod engine-
san Crawlopd noticsd the dersilment of the tender at about ihe
sose time, An fer ag he oould reesll the sngine 1tpelf was not
dernilad, %hen the fteslin anse to g gtop 1% reselned polsed for
an inetant end then graduslly tippred oveyr and wont douwn the bank,
the tender and the Begpupe cror baing the first ¢ g0, ihs
firssan § ami whesn he 2ot up the mﬁiﬁ traln hm! toppled
over Sows Benk,

Condugtor ¥elters solid that in his Judgment the train wes
ManGAnE Seteesn 25 and &0 alles per kour st the %ise of the
dersiloent, He wea iz the pear end of the flest olass soach,
Baving Just finlsghed aollecting tlekets, mﬁ M siaried o
reiurn So W saoking oap when he felt the aip suddenly
and Xpew $het the trsin ves darsiled, In hie ) % the troin
ren ebout fwo Lradn leapths befors goslng t9 sa 8 ? Afteor the
esr he wag In cams to & plop, he fels n agttle & ﬁﬂe gmﬁ
then 1t tippsd over on lta side.
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Brakeman S1ifton ststed Wiat the treln was ruanning
about 25 opr 30 wilee per Moue, fe was In e front end of
the pesr qouch taklng up hat ghecks whien the dopailment
eeeurred. He folt subrgeacy brakes o on, alter whieh,
in hiz Judgment, the trals ren aboud B00 feet bafupre ammg
T2 n atop., The Sare then graduslly tipved over snd slippe
Qovm the bank.

2ngine Mo, 413 Iz g atendard elght-vhael enzling, some-
vhatl hesvier than wag repu nzed on this run, baviag
larger drlving whaols and gotting wp higher, insman
Urauford wag Bn oxira spn, He pads the nopthbeund t3lp with
this traln on the previcun Savurdey, She &arsilment cvcurring
on Monday, that belng his Tiret tplp over the Dsvorsh hpsheh
83 & Passanger englnemen, snd alee Ala 2irst dkpsplence with
ehrine Ho, 413, hnd made seversl trips aver this branch
a2y & frelpht saginsoen, Inprmn Orawford gald thet the
tender of the engine Mo, €15, 41l net »ide wall, and in his
eninion the ehzpine was oo hemey for $his service, B2 asid
that »hen the tenler was londed At hed the appepionce of
boln: top hegvy and 1t Jumped sround genslderzhly. The
Company’s rezeord shows thet thia tendsy wag dereliled twloe
Aurlag the monil of Moy, 1913, on sunothsy bewnioh line, due
to ungven treck and the tendsr swinglng from slds o side,

The track in the vicinlzy of the dereilsent wop cnpa-
fully exemined on Skptenber 18 seventesn doys cffer the
sagident. At that tlme the track nopth of the polnt of
dapalluent hed not besn dlaturbed, exesrt thet 1l new tlsg
Hed dsen pleeed In m Aztense of 20 rall Isppths fron Boint
ar depsliliment. In this seotion of trach Bl %tlea werg found o
be potten, brokesn op go i&aeﬁ.i ¢ut by the ¥alls so 0 be unfis
for use, Por r 4istznee of 18 reil lengths sonth of ths point
of derallment the fack hed boen robullt, this delss tha
saatlion of track shlel wzsy torn up by the sgeldent, In ro-
Bulllilag thie 13 rril zegtion 1O now tise were uxed, ent the
traok wos hallasted with olnders. Mhe nexf 8 rall lengtha
to the zopthward hnd alzo teen Bellssted with ¢lndere and
12 new tiss mut In the treak. In thiaz ssation of 8 rald
Iengths 14 bad 1oz a3ill romazined eontiaulng southwerd 35
reil lengtha, where the truck hed sot been Alsturbed 3T bad
tleg wepe found, On 21l of thiz traak exsept that soption
wihich had been rebullt, it wag found thwt fully hall af the
gpikes nosded 30 be ro~drlven or Lightensd] in meny hlaoesz
whare the roils hed been shinmsed the shims hsd worked out,
#nd the tles had mt been tomped up nor aplies tightened,
Bath north spd south of the soeldent ths treek wes without
brlleat, and the 111, which wae originelly 18 feat wiile at
tha eprown, hed hesn weshsd away 20 t 4% wee not mors than
14 fart wide, mony of the tles not bslng fully supported at
the ends. In one place 1% »hae found that the tles could be
testered up and down for went of f£1lling under the ends.
Seyorsl aplkes wore sulled bBr haml, Hangy spllisk stuck uwy
two inches from the flange of the rall snd & puder of tics
ware not fully splked, There was goneidsrable unsvenness

v

ta the awrfnes of the track for a2 distasce of 30 vall lenpths -

nopth of the point of dersilment, as shown by levelas
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M esotion off whiloh the train hﬂ e mm mwms
esven eilee of sein track and sbout one mile of kide trzck
Emum tmm rrasy hed baen In shavpe of ﬁxn mm far

ﬁi@r to thia mamm. mvﬁm& s whink he he
m shout xg:rmnn na & geotion x&mﬁ ¥ A khi
tims of the mﬁidmt

had 4 meg enple; Ma ﬁaatmy
At the gsroner's incusst He. Borues #ﬁ%{a& 634 pot

h&wmnmmg&weammmmmw fe
had only one mon for abeaut four monthes lagy H:* end hed
only one or two nem Suring the rrevious summer. The Companyts
regoria ghow thas w tﬁe 2irat mtg ﬂé}:ﬁf’mgﬁtm
yaay AVETAEN ey of wmen

a&aﬁ,h@u to the t@rm, Wy WK g‘%t Jaavary and i‘nﬁm&rs,
3 menj ¢ I=1/0 sen} April, § meng w $=1/G sen; Juna
=BG mENS uz,;, 5 mony August, '&-3}% These mon ers pald
16 gunts an hour ia wvintey end 10 amﬁa 5@11* bour fn the suzaer
sesgen, Qenernl Hamager Whistenton smm thrt hie %ﬂmy
kad sxperlencsd great Aif7loulty is patiling sen to work on

the railrond) L wey almast impuoeidlie to get antive ledor ag
aen codd onrn mors at esmething elga.

Englre sy of Maintensnce of YWay, mta:vma gonflrmed the

siatenent of demeral ar ¥hittanten Shs t work of
lackng new Sies and hesvier ralls on thils branoh, end of
Llesting the traok, wes being pushed sz Mp H paterial

ond loloy oould be provured. HNe, Petarson gold t on the
sguth end of the Prench, from the paint whére it losgves the
eein 1ine fo Independence, » distanoe of ohout 8D wilep the
tragk hos been pecently mmnm* The Yrsok on the passinder
aft the besnok, betwenn 50 and 90 niles wea withoul bsllsat,
kading et e Mtown se p YAlrt" rosdbed,

1’m spend of trelne on this Yrepch Le pegulated by tlae
eard rule ﬁa- 10, which srepifiss g maxisys speed of 40 milea
g;r hour foar passenger trulng on atraight fma& aa ﬁiﬁn an

uy ofi ourves, endt 206 zlles an howe ovep Anler d grades
ercgeinge. In addision to thie tige gord pale matal alow
orders, in the fopn of weltten ’mazlatms; are glven to englaee
aon when tonditions pacuire them, g ara aleo placed
£% prover locatlong %o protect any umrtgana 4 fhat Dey ooour.
Engineman Orsefoprd bed po bulietin dirwating him S0 olyerve
#lov speed, mad there weg no slow flag In m vmw of the
saaldent,. Unday the rulses, mrmm & spaed of 40 oiley pay
hour wag peralited on mm pinge of tmtak. Thers ie no gvie
dennos, however, that the traln was punalng in wxeeas of 280- -
wileg pey hmw 4% the tlme of the sguldent, YThe traln wae
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M aacldont wae oeused By the m m&nm g Sreok
and rosduny, 1t no% belng sufficlently well meintalned to
poyuit the mmﬂm of ing with pafoty at m aveed at
waiech thip tysin am runnlng. CGomtribuling saterislly s the
paoident wae th& mgim %m an thig mm m total
wuight vt zmﬁﬁ th teader full of
B TR bl e el v,

] *
bean deralled on tuo former scdnelons, m amther

Tt spesd of tesing on this mm mm b redused
until guth time oz the freck has Dewn In eondlting to
riit the operation of trxaing with so¥ety.  This Ypranch fe
1€ wivh Lipht mx&&. thers boing 42 silss of 08 pound peile,

£8 miles of s 24 Bilag of 60 and 10 miles
af W pownd, :ﬁmﬁfs\mﬁuﬁw t sre used on
badly s,pm& grdl lnesoure $lgd, en Iy without Baliact,

1t iz oot sonducive to snfety e it Teelists to e m 31

g apeed of 40 miles yer houfe gy gmisting treck condislons
on thie beanph the maxisum spoud mlmﬁ passenper traing
should Be reduced,




