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Cm August ST. m » , there was & derailment of * *>&•-

0 « ^ e r train en the 3hio*e:o, ,100k Inland h Paoifio .-ailwiiy ao«x 

Kudu cm, "» &ex., whigh resulted In the death of 2 employees oad 

Injury of a employ and a saall alarms. After Investigation 

of thie a&oi&ont, the Oblsf of tho Burlaw ot uofety reports aa 

follows: 

sieoond Dldtrlet of the tX Paao DiviBi©» Of tfe# 

Gfeloa^o, Hook Island & f&oifte St&ilmy on whloh thio aooident 

oefturvftd ©xtonds from i;orrin£*on,, Kansas t to fuoamo&rl, S* His* 

Ia tho vlnlnlty of the j?oinfc of aooidont* it ! • tx alngle-trtto* 

line over »hioh trains s*o operated by tlae-table and tr»i& 

orders, no feloa* nigo*! system being in u«e. Jh* aooident 

oeoazxod at a point about $tG©0 foot o»»t of Hndeont fe* a 

oomtider&blo UoUnoe in both direction* titm tho point of so* 

aidant the traoit is straight* Begioaiftg » t a road-arooolng 

located about a t m * £oet west of KusLaon station and proceeding 

e&atward, tbo gr^do is olightty ae©ending to tho station, froa 

whloh pl&oa to tbo point of avoidant Uiero 1® n dooeemal&g 

grade of »4 par aant# fiie tr^alt la laid with 8Q-p««nd rai l a» 

20 foot in length, with am avarmge of la oak and pine ties to 

tba r » i l # fie plates are itood on approximately 38 for oeat« 

of tho Uee, including a l l rail joint* and a l l omoot of renewed 

tioo. tbo traok is balUated with gravol 8 to XO inohes la 

do^tk, *?i&eo January 1* l » l * # 1,2*4 new ties have boon applied 



to thie amotion ©t tradfc, tho ullotsent of Uoe to tho fieetion 

ooi.-i<5 l«?7o« I'he ourfaee, â'ogo and alignment of tho trook 

in tho vioitity of tho point of a oxidant woro ^oed* Between 

mil*post 4M and lueuraaari, onion inaludoo the point of &$ei* 

dent* the apead of paseenge? trains is restricted by tlae-tafeXo 

to 5o utiles m hour on Wigents and 4S alia* on hour on snrvee* 

5?h« train involved in this aooidomt wae eaeteoond 

jo&eaenger train le* 4 t known a» tho Golden utate Liaited, being 

a through train on route froa tho Paolfio Soaat to Chle*tgo* 

thia train, in charge of Conductor 3arton and Snginea&n ford* 

consisted of loaemetive 9 SI, 1 m i l oar* 1 baggage and eatproso 

oar* 1 ooaoh, 1 M l « n touriet oar* 1 dining oar, B Pullman 

sleeping oara and 1 ebaerratlen ô -r, in the order named, a l l of 

tho oara being of &ll~eteel oonetreotlon. fne train loft 

fnenaeari at 6*49 a.m., paseed Hudaon, 12,7 ailee eaat of 

Tuoujaoari, aad at d*l& a*m* me derailed efhile running at a 

*peed estimated at 40 ailee an hour* *he weather at the tlae 

Of tho aooidont wae oloar* 

LooomotiTo 9SI name te root on ite loft aide aeroee 

tho traok at an angle of about 36 degreee* tho front of tho on* 

Itino being slightly outside of tho south rail the Tear out­

side of the north rail* me tender rested on its left aide 

attached to tho engine and fairly in line therewith, 2he tana 

oietom beeaae detoohea from ite frame and lay about £0 foot 

oaok of the cab of the engine* th© engine trueks wore dotaohet 

froa tho engine and lay upside down ap^roxiamtely m feet south 



of tha traok and about SO fMt eoat of the front of the engine* 

while the tender trueln were baaly ferokan up, the pwte toeing 

tier at in Bueii aaaner ond decree « * to r wader It VapObilble 

to identify with certainty srhich portions belonged te tha for­

ward truck and ishish to the rear truek* Tb« TMIX MR lay ea 

it£ left eide In line with the en&in« and tondor, being 

rated troa the trader a tout 7 feet, The engg&ge ant es$raa 

car lay an Its left side fcoroee the TRMK &t mi *ngle of about 

45 degreee} the ootioh remained upright, cosing to e, etop with 

its front end S6 feet south of the tr^ok and ite rear end 44 

feet south of tho trmefc. the Pnllwan tourist OAT followed the 

cos jh, its ro*ir on A easing to & stop IS foot south of tho track* 

Tho dining ear and tho f ir at sleeping oar ron* iced upright, look­

ing elightly to tho south, while only tho forward trunks of tho 

neart aloof lug oar were derailed* tho two roar Oitre were la* 

tact and not derailed* Tho enginemn tmd firofiaui were tilled* 

Condaetor Barton, of ur&ln Bo* 4 t atated th&t en &#» 

count of cattle on tho trook, HIM train emise te & stop e>% the 

first road oroeeing wont of Hn&oen, and after tho traok woa 

cl ared proceeded eastward, having gained a speed ef about 40 

mileo on hoar when tho derailment eoemrred* He at&ted that tho 

br&»ea went on in emergeney at about the e&me tlae that tho do* 

railmont oeourrod and he did not know whether tho englnoMsan 

applied tho far&kea in eaergenay or Mother thie applieation w « 

the reoult of o broken aoaneoiiea in the train line* Oa look* 

ING into tho ouh of tho engine M M time after tho oaei&ent 

ooeurred ho notioed th*t tho roverso lover woo in position for 



reverse notion walla tho engineer's vaiv© ma in tho eraorgonoy 

position* He further stated that he was unable to reaoh A 

conclusion as to the eause of tho eeeidsnt* 

The etoteaonto of other lesttsers of tho ŝ ew ag ree 

with that of conductor Barton with regard to tho speed of tho 

train at tho tl&e of the derailment aad also with regard t o 

ethar essentials* £ruln Porter Fox, however* ^tatsd that i t 

mo not the fir at road oroMin^ west of Hudson at whloh tho 

train etopped on aoaeoat of oattle on tho traok, but a eras*Sag 

3 alios west of ttudeaiu 

Division Salineor Bragg stated that ho arrived at t ho 

seeae of tho aooident at 1©»SQ a*a* and ma&o aa examination of 

tho traok in company with fraimaaotar Xolley. Ho stated that 

thoy found tho first mark of dor&ilsjent abont m foot to tho 

roar of tho last oar in tho train* Shi a iaark was evidently a 

very light fl&nge mark on the north rai l , where it appeared that 

toothing had lifted a *heol and i t had eos&e down oa tap o f 

tho ra i l , tho asrk being about l i Inohes from tho gauge &ido* 

XA1B tmxji oeatlaood along tho top of the rail for a diat&nee 

of m foot, gradually working to the north, Marks than showed 

that tho wheel had dropped off upon tho baa* of tho ra i l , after 

whloh it was shewn to bavo aontinued to work toward tho north 

until within a dietanoo of about 30 foot the oarke indicated 

that the opposite wheel had worked nearly to tho oenter of the 

traek, '£he first ©or 7 tlae were not torn up sr damaged, 

having only deep dents. About 164 foot east of the first mark 



on th* north roi l , thare woo suite & doop out ag*ln on tho top 

of %m north rai l , 2hi« aark ma Tory 0 X 0 0 0 to tno outside 

of tho mil and wis aeout s in c ho a long, undoubtedly hariag 

keen utsde by a Tory >.ard blow of a wheel an top of tho rail* 

From that point on, tho traok was *© badly demolished and tho 

rails to badly bent and broken that i t wao impossible to 4*~ 

t&rmln* anything further in regard to the oondltlon of the traok 

prior to tho derailment* ?ho ties woro m badly damged that 

they wars unfit for further tservloe and ao otleed 4 or 6 

broken rails* 4n axajaln&tion of tho broken rails, hewerer, 

showed no flaws or defeats of any dassripbiem, the rail3 appar­

ently havlag broken as the result of a haavy side blow or strain* 

division Engineer Bragg statsd that ns then started west toward 

Hadson with ^r* Eollsy and they ioand a stark on the top of ths 

north mi l , * ieh extended froa ths point of dor ailment wast 

for about a,000 fee t . In plaeas this mark was Tory plain; st 

mm plaoes i t was only a •orato*, at other biases only a spot 

three** ightos lno& wide and at a few places the oarfc was |WSt 

barely 4i*tiagulsfcable, lie stated tfcat tho uvark sigsagge* froa 

one side of the ra i l to the other* inside top of ths death 

ra i l for tho same dist&nee of a, 000 feet bask irm the pslnt 

of derailment was out in a manner similar to that of mils on 

th* outside of a ourre, a pert of the top of the bal l of ths rai l 

being shared off. Be stated further that the alignment of the 

traok was eaeae&lagly .aod, the tarfaso w&a good and &e aotload 

bat a few slightly luw joints, B*a®inaUon of the traok as far 



baak ac i udaor station revealed not/*i •£ but a hexagonal ene-

inoB nut, ot th* point g,GO0 foot weet of tho derailaent* It 

m& impossible to senna at thie sits, tho &osidsnt« The roar end 

of tho draw bar oenneetiBg %he engine und tank **ae bent 8 inohes 

downward and & inelioo to the loft, whioh would Indian .e that the 

derailment started in rear ef the engine* He alas stated that 

he wae ea tie fled tho fonvard true* of the tender me the first 

part of tho train to bo derailed* He reaohed thia conclusion 

from the position of the equipment as it lay after tho derail* 

ment, hut beyond tei® he oould establish no details as to the 

aan@o of the aooido^t* 

ti* 3 . kelloy, road fo reason of equipment, eonflraed tho 

station to of Division Engineer Bragg* He also eta ted that he 

examined the eagi&e)er*s brake valve and the position of the re* 

verse lever, finding the brake valve in the emergenay position, 

tho independent &ir*brake talve in tho lap position and the re-

veree lever was* about 7 notohee ahead of tho oentor, whioh is a 

fair working position for this type of engine* tfhe reverse lever 

aleo n«d tho bottom end of tho utartingalea broken off* or tho 

bolt out of tho lateh. Although not positive, he thought the 

forward tender wheels wore first derailed* and he thought wheels 

were derailed before the truokw gave way* Kr* lolls? stated 

that t.9 wae of the opinion that i t would be possible for the 

train to have gained a speed of 40 or 46 silos an hour at the 

point of derailment if it had made a stop at tho first road orese* 

ing west of Hudson, butt did not believe it oould have attained 
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& speed of §§" or 60 miles an hoar* 

i\osdmaator Lane stated that ho een&ldored the traok 

at tha point of asaidODt safe for a mmatan speed of from a6 to 

70 mile* an hoar and while tho treufc condition*? wore not esse* 

lately porfoot, he does not believe that the tmok condition* 

oould i*ave been a contributing faster to the sense of tha derail* 

mntm 

amotion foreman £llm« stated that he was at sift soot ion 

homes at Hudson when train Ie* 4 passed on ths morning of the aa-

sldent and he astittat«d the speed at that time to be bo or SO 

miles an hour* m arrived at the sosne of ths aooident shortly 

after its eoeurrenea and examined ths traok, finding it to as in 

goad condition and not over one-half inch out of surfaea or ever 

one-fourth inch out of alignment at any place* H* stated far* 

thor that prior to the aooident he was last over this pies* Of 

traek tho evening before* He gala that h« did not know whether 

or net the train stopped at ths first road oresaing wast ef 

Hudson, but if so, be thought it was unreasonable that ths train 

oould hsrre gained a speed of So or 60 sills* an hour at Hudson* 

tho grade from th® road crossing to Hudson being slightly asaend* 

iag» 

Mr. and Jars. H« a* Bryant, who reside at Eudsam near 

the railroad tracks, stated that they heard train io» 4 whistle 

as a warning to oattle on the traok at t&e first grade crooslng 

west of Hudson, but they ar® fairly certain that the train aid 

not stop for tho oattle* fhey estimated ths speed of the train 



as i t passed their hsuee at 60 xiles an hoar and stated that the 

train seeded to be miming eaeefcbly at that Vl&e* The? watohed 

the train until it ma derailed, Hr* Bryant had had expwrleno* 

working en the traok and he said ha thought tho traok was safe 

for the epeed at whloh tho train was running* 

Mr. W» J. fork, who lives #30 yards west of where ths 

aooident ooourred, stated that fee was et&nding ia his front yard 

and oould see the train plainly, the first thing that attraotod 

his attention me dust flying frost under th& r«sar end of tho 

tank, lwodiatsly after whieft tho train want off tho mi l s . 

He estimated tba speed of ths train at ths tine of derailment 

at between SO and 60 miles an hoar, and to the east of his 

knowledge the traok was safe for that speed. 

She testimony of nearly a l l of the ouployeoe and offi* 

alals, »hieh lculude offioials of the 151 Pass & ioath wastern 

KailroaA as wall aa offioials of tho Ohioage, Hook Island h 

Faolfie t̂&llway, agreed that tho traok under the angina as i t 

lay after tho derail&tent was practically intaot and shove* na 

esurka of wheal travel on ths tlost this would lndioate that the 

engine had not seen derailed until it turned over, i'here war* 

bo signifleaat eaarks or soars on the engine truok*}, aad the wheals 

and flanges appeared to be in firat-olass oenditiea, fhe eylto* 

dar seeks whloh normally rids about 3 inohew abevs th* ra i l , 

and also the p i lv t , ware found to bo intacti a l l th« evldsmsw 

was to the offset that there was nothing disoovsred ia ths saa* 

ditien of any part of the engine whioh Might have eauaea or oon-



tribute* to the aeoldent* 

'fae tender trneks, en too ether hand, were nadir Broken 

op, It bo log Impossible to 4© to mine with reasonable certainty 

?hleh parte belonged to tho fonmrd and wfeiea to tho rear tender 

trunk** One brake beojt reaaaiaed ottaoaed to eaoh traok fra»e t 

The two brake shoes resmined attached to one of these brake 

beans and the other had onl;? one shoe etta ehed* A sheet metal 

plate on tho bottom of the tender fraffio wan torn or raptor ed to 

a depth of about 12 or 14 Inches on eaoh J&ide of tho front edge 

in ansa a ©anner no to indleato that this had boon dene by a 

forward tender truek* lot c ore than two or throe oil box 

;,oluisns remained ottaohod to tha trunk fra^e, tho others betas; 

broken and tho ptoses eeattered* One of these breaks snowed 

soue efldeno of old origin* One tie bar was broken at the point 

of connection with tho inside aoluasa and ssether tie bar was en­

tirely detaohed from the eolusma and badly bent* this t i t bar 

ehowed ssarks on tho lesrer surfaoe and the edges which indicated 

that i t had oome in oonteot with the top and edge of tht ra i l } 

this night have happened either in time to oauso the esei&ent or 

as a rooult of it* The bolts which attaah tue tie bar to ths 

oil box eelaamo regained in tno tie bar Just jsentinned and tke) 

n̂d of one of these bolto wa» seoured and rubbed bright* indicat­

ing that this was probably due to ita riding on the top of the 

rails* The nut en thie « u « bolt mo also @enured and scarred 

and had a noteh worn In the ooraor, Indieatlng with reasonable 

oertolnty that i t had boon in oonteot with tho inside ana oerae? 
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of the ball of the rai l . Um of tho tender true* springs was 

found to bo broken, baling ^ or 7 broken leaves* gals was an 

old break* i re fu l Inspections tf tbo equipment failed to 

diealoso sny lndisatlena cf loo tie or defeotive waeela or flanges* 

A eubeeeuent ordain*tion of the trucks of the teaser 

of a locomotive of tbe asuae type us looe»otlvo V&l wee s«a# for 

tho purpose of observing tbe position of the spring hangers and 

if possible to anticipate tue eonseoaeaoe* in the event of the 

failure of one of these parts* One of tho spring uangers was 

found s®*ual3*y in slight oontaot with tho tie bar when the loo©-

motive mti at rest and tho surfaes of the jaetal of tho t i e bar 

prsaeated a somewhat bright aad burnished appsaraaee at the point 

of oentaet* Indicating tixat th® conditio a was of setae duration 

and frequency, 

nhil* ths of this aooident oould not be deter* 

sained, ths m&% plauflble explanation would seem to bo ths fall* 

are of a spring naager en one of the tender truoka, i t is 

possible that in th® event of the breaking of one of these parts 

there might he created a sodden blow or thrust upon the tie bar 

of euffieisnt ferae to break it , whereby resulting in ths 

alignment of tho wheels bosoming itsaified ©uffioieatly to oon-

tribute to a derailment* 

Statements of the outaii* witness a oa diffsr fzea ths 

at&tomenta of tho cse«ibore of tho orew as to the spaed at whloh 

the train was running when derailed, the t&smbers of ths orew a l l 

agreeing that ths speed was about 40 miles an hour while the out* 
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ei&e wltnoases e g t l M t e tne speed at & oonaldersbly hlghor mte, 

and wall* ^xoeseive speed migftt reasonably have bo«n t* coutrlb-

tttiLg factor to the ieralliBent i t is believed that tho ômoora 

Of tho orow wore in a position to give a mora aoeurate ostisa* 

tieaf a lso if it ho truo Umt tho train stepped at tho first 

road crossing vast of iiudaon as olai^e* by tho orow, i t is 

mrdly probable that tho speed of the train at tho time of the 

derailment aoul^ have been ...ore than 40 wiles an hour, as tne 

grade front tho oroeslng to Hudson is asoending and it is ml 

believed tho t ra in muld. have had suffloient time to gain a 

6peed as high as &0 kilos an hour* 

She oro^ of train He* 4 at the tints of the derailment 

had been on duty 1 hour and 10 teiautes after a sufficient 

period off duty to ee&ply with the lours of ^orvie© Law, 


