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In re investigsllon of an asclident whbich seourred on the
thicagn, Hotk lalend & Feolfic Umilwsy nesy
&Mi"‘ %&‘ an ?M 13, iSi‘?t

January 31, 1714,

o Deoesber 1%, 1217, there wro & resr-end collision betwmeen Ywo
freight irsine on the Jhiesgo, Hoek lslasnd * Teefiflc nilwsy nesr mity,
i, , which resulted in the deuth of two persons serried under conteast
and the injury of one saployee, . Tier lavestigetion the Chiel of the
igreat of Zafety reports as followm;

That pert of the Chlespo, ook Islend & Freific Ralleay on ubiek
tids secident oecurred 18 & alngle-trwek line, over which tralbs are oper-
stked by tismetsble, trein orders fransmitied by telesrwph, snd u msnual
dlosk signel system. The trelns invelved were westbound freight truin be.
55 and westbound freizht trzin No, 88,

approsthing the point of socldent from the ensi thaye is 5,038 fest
of tangens, then a 3-fsgree curve lo the right, 1,015 feet in lengih, thes
309 fest of Lengent, then & J-degrse curve to the left, the sccident cecurr-
inz 962 feet ina on this curve, oo & grede of JU2F sseeniing for wmeatbound
traine sud on n 20-Toot f1il.

Second ¢lmse Lroipht trein Zo. 95 consisted of I8 esrs and locmmotive
1368, wnd wes {n cherge of Conduetor Willisss and lngloesica Zood. 1% left
Treztion, 40e, 1%s tarmlnel, at 1Ll.45 sud., ¥ hoars and 30 alisutes lete,
and arrived &t textberby, 42 miles west of Trenion, st 7.20 pat., whore ths
erse vegelved = gopy of troin orders Fo. 23 and %6 roadliRg =8 Tollownm:

"Hoe uinety-tno 78 Zng. 1680 wmit at Flatie Uwer until
eizht thirty 8.3 peiis, Ttoskiridge until eizht Feriy-five
5445 Pelie, Clorksdale until aine Tiftees $5.15 pen., A=mity
ustil nine Wirty~Tive 0,35 puse, ayeville uniil sine fifyy
U Palie, sid a3 Lestherhy until Sen fifteen 16,15 s.m."

“ixtrs 1664 meat 2eet Fo. nisety-Iive 3% Znr, 14853 at
ifsysville instesd of imlty =»d smet o, eighiy-nine 23 Eng.
1555 at seniberby instsed of aaity.”

Thiz traln left “eatherby at 7.40 Daila, left nyevilie ubout ¥ p.m. havisg
been dalsyed nbout 20 mimutes on sccount of exgine leaking and steaning
pooxrly, and stalled on Sadty hill ebout 1-1/4 mlles east of sniiy, mt about
PelC or 9,18 peats. In Gdder to rouch 2nity s34 elear Traiu 92 by 7.35 the
first ten cars wers cut of7 and taken %o imity by the fromt brakemun while
the conductor and rser brekemsn remsizned with the year portion of the
train, snd st about 10,08 p.z., the rear peyt wes struck by train 56.89,
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Thiré cless fruight treiu Ko, 89 conslsted of lovusotive 1569,
2 curs and a cadboose, snd wus in charge of Condugtor lewis and
inginemsn Sgline. I8 lefd Altsmont, 1%s terminal, »t 5,35 po., ¥
hours s3d 30 alnutes inte, and arrived at “eatierdy at 2.0 poita,

-, whars the eruw recsived sxonr other ordera, trsic crders Xos, 108

snd 103 O providing that tredns P08 and 32 wmomld weit a3 iaity om-
$i1 11.38 pama, and 10,10 p.z. respestively, sad s bloek clearence
cud with restriotions as o Shese two axders anly. It loft Yeatherdy
ut 9,18 pun. snd eollided with the reay portion of trais 98 while
runslsg at a speed of 3¢ mlles an hour,

The losomtive of trsiz 99 wae depwped,. The seboose and an
axigrant sar on trals Heo, 55 were gompleisly destroyed, and $tiec seee
ond sar fron the ssboose wes Surned over. Two stothuman riding in the
cabooss of twein Xo, 75 were Xkilled, The senther st ihe tise was
slany,

Enginesman Yool of trais Ho. 75 stated that bs recaived trein
orders U3 and 96 end & blotk clearance with restriviions a8 to those
tug orders 8% Jeatherby und jef't there eboul Y40 Pels, £ad wag S0w
layed at lnysville sbous 15 8 2C alnutes ac seocant of the lovono-
tive not steaming »poperly, Uhen the itreln stalled on the hill be
fmsedintely sounded the whiatle Tor flaomes ts go beek, directad the
kead breakeswn %5 cut off the ten heed ecore, end a6 he had but & short
tias within which to reach imity snd clomar tratn 92 ke 414 not wait
for the cominotor %o nome 3o the hesd end but »larted for imity =itk
the Maed portiom of his treim within thves or four minutes, Upeon
arrivel there about 9.30 puau. he found that be €14 mol have sulfici-
set water iIn Bl tenk to eneble Liz to go Dask after the reaaisder of
Rz tzeir and thes go to Clerkeville for waterg snd ihavelore ine
strosted the lwad brakemsn to flop tyein ¥o. 92 snd sk them 2 out
of f thelir sngine sud get the vemsioder of Lis train.

Foad Prekeme Browming of trailn Yo. 90 stated tEat when Lis
traiz stallad he out off the first ten esrs of the trais, a8 dirested
by tbe enginsann, std went with thom te Amity, srriving there about
9.30 pas, 5ken he cut the train in tvo be sxw Condustor Willisss bud

riding o3 top of the reur oay, lodked back snd saw = Whilte lighy nesy
the eadoose bt 242 mot see apyoue going baak %o protect She rear of
the truisn. He said Lo ld tslked with Confemtor ¥illlesus st Haysville
mmmxmmmmmmMewm%athwmt
off the eopive, proowsd %o iniky and flag tyuln To. 32, snd wien the
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traln atalled, there wes no questlion in his mind btut that the oune
ductor knew they were doublina the hill, se the onglae was working
kard snd be wiuld kwow froc the sposd that they were ot amking
¢ood tine., Trein No. 92 wyrived st inily about 10 p.s., und ot
ing upor lostrugtions from Zaglinessn Yood he stopped the trein, eut
off the engins and went with the eagius orew afier the rear portios
of kis train, They uet Condugtor Hilliaus adout a half alle frea
shors the reur portion of train 25 wes etepding and he infonmed
thexs thet train Np. 87 had sollided witk 1%,

Conduotor “ililame of traln ¥o., 30 steted tha$ when hle tyein
stalled on the hill at about 2,10 p.m. he stepped domu onte the
ground and saw the head brakesmns giving the englinensn procesd sipge
uals, uwhewmpon he went baek into the cabdose and sald to the rear
brekeman, whe =xs petting on his comt, t2mt the head usrn hod eut®
off snd gone %o imily with the besd end, He told the resr bUrake-
men that he would go to the Front end end oet s Suffielent numbap
of brakes to hold 1%, Tor kinu %o set the caboves bdrake end loak out
for train Xo. 86, a8 thst tmain van st Seatherdy snd wae likely to
get cloae, S0 whieh be rerlisd, "o on and I will take cave of 39,°
He 414 not ses him po beek to flsg but ook 13 for granted thet he
would do »o when he seld e would, iAfter setting the brakes on five
or &ix cars he yeusined with hia tyein ten or fiftesn aluutes and
walind towerd imity and Led gone sbout = half aile when he heard the
enllision, walked back towsrd Ris truln snd wus overtsken by the lngoe
motive of traln fo, #2, got on 1% and rode back to the sesme of dbel-
dont, He stated that whae he left Altemont he suw train Eo. 89 and
knew 1t wes following his train, snd at Haysville ks %old Arskeuwss
Browning 1T they poft atelled on the Hill not to et trale Fo. 92 pet
too ¢lose before sutting off the enzgine and ghlng to imity end flag
that trais, HYe sald ke 414 not thyow off and fusesd betwesn Says-
ville snd point of sctldent as he 418 not thisk 1t necesssry. Ne
furthar stated that he 4id a0t bssr any torpeloss explode before the
stcident oocuned, snd shat the rear partion of Lis train did not move
town the Rill after beling stalied und shat it had beer stending sabout
£0 misutes when the accldent oocured,.

Rear Prakesas sllace of traiz kee 70 atated that when his trein
atopped on Axmily k11)l Condustor “Williasms teld him to "look out for
£9” mpd hr get the btrekec on the csboose, took « rad swd white 1ight,
torpedoes, and fasses with bizn erd welked heot 3ix or seven ¢nr langihs
snd =tood there for sonetise, e onif he heard no train gpprosching
sué upon looking towmsrd the caboose Le thought he sew the vrear lights
moving sllzhtly shick msde Rim think the brakes wore not holding and
that the trein wus eresping domn the Blll. Fe ststed that be put
dowy two torpedoes sbont four or five car lengibhe frem the rear of the
trein, seul beok to the ivain ead set two or thres more Lrekes and
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thes wort ineléde the esboowve, The stockzan in the ombonss complained
of being €0ld umd Le siirred up the fire, put moXe eorl]l on 1%, end
wes Ensellry before the Tire waitirg for 1t $o burz when he looked wp
end 2w ke Leedliphki of tealin Ko, B, Fe shoulted to the stockann
bat the sollisien oocurred before eithnr the stookmen or he couid gei
off« Yo 318 ke 414 not go bask faviher %o flar bLeesuse the treok
was Sireighkt theve and he lhought sprroeching treine gonld see his
traie iz tios to step, as the rear lights were burning brightly. ie
thought the torpedoes he put down =ighd huve besn exploSed by his
train dacking over them.

nesen Jgline of trsin Mo, 89 stated thet ithe elestric honde
light ox tive was burning brightly and the afy byekes working
good and ke left Altemont witdeut any informmtion soncerming traim Be.
$2, Fa szid ho sew ope of the rear lights on trein ¥o. % just bafore
ths scllision osourred and sbout that time the fireser called te hime
that thet treinm was there, le 414 rot hesr the explosion of any tore
~edoss or fee uay sigmals on Amity I1ll. ¥We thought Lis range of vislom
at the point of sccldent wes about thres cer lengthe, bBut thouskt the
fireses would kavs hnd a glear view alend for a &istanes of sboul twanty
sar Jesgths Zad be been on his sentbox and looking shead.

Firooan Rose of train Yo, 99 statsd that his train left ¥aysville
aboRt 9.50 s.m, and the seeldent cceurred sbout ten almutes luser
while kis train was vunniag about 2% ar 30 ailes anll hour, He seld he
Bsd Just finisahed putting in ena), stepped to his side of the cad,
Jocked aheed snd saw the two zarbers om the taboose of trein Yo, 80
about three oar lenzihe swsy, =snd oalled to the enginemer who applied
the alr brekes about the sene tine. He stated Shet 3ke electirie hend-
light ooy kis locosotive spd the rear lights on the caboose of trein Fo,
95 ware burning brightly, end he 41€ not see any sigzpals of any kisd
Just préor to the stoddent nor dié M hear the sxplasion of any tor-
pohoRi,

Conduntor Lewis of train lo. 30 stated that his twwmin lefs Altsnont
SBOBt B33 pome Yhen ke arrived st Altemon train 35 left there, the
ersw stating that lhey woted %o get out right away as they wanted sll
tka tize possible sgainet truin Ho, 2. e left Ralharby at 5,15 pea.
after receiving treis opders 10¥ snf 103 ané a blook olearance cavd
with restrictione e to those orders, as msll as Srelw ordere kos, 77,
83 and 98, szd left !nysville st 9,51 or 3.52 p.am, Nothing wes sald
sbout train 08 at Seatherby, and ke hud 5o reason to belleve thel that

trais weuld be en the Rille

Sreksaas Stroba of tredn e, 60 stuted thet he was riding In the
oupols of the cadoose on the lef't hand side und first saw the thail @
@ 1ichts = train Bo. %5 wher sevapn or eight tar lengths from 1%,
snéd he Wad omly sulfieient time in whick %o 2sll %o the conductor end
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the othesr bvukessn beforve the noeldent osaurred,

Spereatay Ivviz who wes on duty &t Ssatherd- siated that ke
ssked for and recsived the bloek from the operator e ity st 7,26
Peily, adunitted traizn %o, 95 into that bhloek and 1t lafi teantherty st
abous 7,40 peiie Yo, 87 urrived at Seatherdy at 2.03 p.s. whore 1t
met extys 1684. The block atation st Amity bavisg ®loded at & pim.,
be seld he recorénd the errival of extre 1488 o the sperssor et
Clariksdale st 3,04 pote, and asked hinm 1f "o, 06 wus by yet," and
recelved the reply “by at 2.04," whereupan he esind kizn for ike
blook for train Ho. 8% and receiwved the reply "2.0.5." This resly
under the block rules means that the siznel iz displayed, Blosk not
slenr., o sssuned frou the opsrator's reply thet tosin Ne. 95 bod
paieed Clarksdale at 9,04 pae, zeve the bloek to train ¥o. 30, uad
zade 20 smention of trala Ko, 8.

Oparator Kobsrtson, who was oo duty et Clarksdale, stated thet
8% 9,04 pale Tperntor Irvin veporisd o bin thet extra 1666 bed pmesed
seatharby ané ssked for the blool, and ns he 414 not utderstend all
e sald ke asied hlu for what trein ke wanted the bloek and was fold
1t wni Doy Synin Mo, 8%, Dpavator Nobertsom etated that he replied
“H.0. onpds” e #2ld. that he slso anid "by 9.04 pe,," intending
that a8 & repbtition of whkat Operetor Irvia hed scild whon Le seld
sxtra 1666 bed gome DY Lestherdy at $.04 p.a, to zake sure et ks
understood hin correcily, snd whet ke geve his wke bloek foar trsiz
Yos 89 ke thought be was gzoing to ndmit 1% with & centlon card show.
ing that trein Bo. %8 was in the bloek.

ule 8% of thse operetling rules of the Chlosge, Hoek Islend &
Paeifio imllway provides in pari as follows:

*Shen & trein etops or 1o delepyed under oireun-
atances in wbich {t may be overtaksn by another trein,
the flagast =8t go back jawediedely with stop ofg-
nals 8 selTiolsnt 4lstenes to insure full protestion.
Ona-fourth atle Fros the rear of the trein ke will placse
one Sorpedo on the rall; contizmuing Leek Shress-Tourtke
alle Fros the rear of the train, he will vlsse tws tore
pedoes ou the yell, two reil lasgths spart, “uring
foRpgy or storay weather, or #n the vieinity of checure
surves or degoending srades, or i othar conditions re.
qaire 1%, ihe flaguen will inoreuse the disiance, pled-
fog two zore Sorpedoss, two reil lesgths spmrt, n% the
farthest polict resched. Fe aay then roturs to the single
torpeds, whieye he sust vemsin until relieved by another
flagnen or is rocalled, Then reocslled but not before, i
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ke dows pod 206 or hesr sn approaching teain, the
single torpedo will be resoveds Iz storsy or foupy
senther, or i the view Tor at lssst cee~fouril aile
to ke rear of the trein i uld 2leaw, or if othar
eunditionz warmnt, be will leave & bursing red fusce
te protesct the train skile returning.”

The dirvst cause of thie ncofdent wes the Talilure of Flagusn
inllate properiy to proteet the resr end of his trein ss Tegulred
by Eule 99, Tresin Xo, 30 hed been standizg Tor sbomit 50 aisules
bafore the enllision odeurres, mMiich was exple tizne to snabvle hin
te zo dasek s sufliclent dlatence preperly to project it by fiag,
yet from his ows etatewsnts he west bzek only m 4istance of pix or
seres car lsngths, spd was bask iz the cabooss when the ecollision
oszurred. PEs kpew that twein Ne, 95 wasn 208 very far bohind snd
had told Conductor v“illleams he wonld lock out for thal train. He
clajued that he thowrkt the ireln was orseping mok domn the hill,
bat It sppesrs thet his fears were uafoundsd, snd In sny ovent had
no hearing on his fallare $o g0 back ¢ preper flapsing distanoe in
the Tirst instance, and shen Be 412 return to the casbdooss and mmde
ours ket the treln wus sot ¢resping &own she Bill end fianished
satting the drukes be sbould have Lmwdielaly gone btaek to pretest
the rear of Ais tretn. Exd he dose 80 than, 1% is very mﬂn
that this sscident would vot Bsve coeurrwd,.

fonduetor ¥11liume i3 sloo at fauls for mot seking sure that
3is traiz mes properly protested by {lup belore lunwing 1t,

Operetor Irvin i slso st fault for pemmisting treic ko, 88 o
enter the bLloek withoul a caution oaxd showing thet the blozk mas
ot elenr, Ebhen Yeporiing the arvival of extra 1546 ut F.04 he
asked the operator et Clariksdele sbout treis Ko, 90 eand recelved the
rerly “by at F.04," und cssuned that 1% had pnased thave and the
blosk wes clesr, sherses all thet the operssor et Clarkedale o~
tended by thet Teply wms s repetition of the tiune extrs 1666 pessed
senihardy for the purpose of signifying thet he understood §{t. Fowe
sver, shen Operetar Irvin aske? for the blosk for Sraia Yo, 8% exd
reosived the reply "I3D, 5, that should have Sndiceted to kim that
tie biook was st clasr, es thatl wss the code used to convey thnt Lloe
forension.

Condustor “illiams wms enployed as & Yrekemn iz 1306, prometisd
to comductor in 191), dlsaissed iz 1913 for respossibility for an
seoidens, onf reineteted areh 10th, 1915, Drekesan ¥sllser was o
Floyed &8 ¢ brakenman iugust 28, 1313, spd ked & gool resond. TP~
ator Irvin wes omployed Cotoder 1, 1908, end bad & good recond.
Orerutor Goberteon wsx esployed ss & stetion helper Jume 22, 1916,
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trapaferred $o opoyator Junse 3, 1917, and Bhed s good mesoxd. 4% the
tine of the soeldent the arew of ivain Yoo 95 hed besn op duty zbout
thirteen Bours, the srew of 5o, 29 about eleven hours, Upsrater

Irvvin sever hours, aad Tperster Hobericon six hours.



