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i A8 IRVESPIGATION P AR ACCLORRD WHICH (OLUHARTZI Ot THa
SHICAGD, ROLUE I3LABD & PaCIFIC dallalad PAAL #KITE,
te Dey OF APREIL 8, 1919
April 26, 1919s

Gp april 8, 1919, thore way & derailment of a pase
senger train on she Chlesgu, dook Ieland & Peolfie lallvead
near Jhite, 8, .., Whieh rovulsed Lin the deeth of one employes,
aZ%r investigution of thie sealdent, the Chief of ithe Burean
of Jafety subaite the following report.

ihe datertown Zransh is & singles~track line extende
ing frow Zlsworts, Mian,, W satertom, 3¢ Do, ¢ diatenee of
128.9 miles, Irains are opsrated by time table und traim wxe
ders, ne bBlook sigml systex being in use, Apprecohing the
point of derallment from the east, Shere is 2217 feet of tag~-
gomt track, Tollowed by a Ze~degree eurve & the right, the
derallnment ogourrinog on this gurve 33 feet from l%s sastern
ends The grade in this vioinity veries from ¥6: Yo 1% age
sending for westhound 4ruins, 7Zhe track ie Iald with smm
rails 20 feet in length, with 1Y cak and cedsr Vies under esch
rail weetien., It 15 single upiked, and no tle plates or rall
breges are umed, Ihe tragk is dirs ballested, and at the
tize of deruilment whe in fair surfsee and alignwens, 7The
weather wat oloule

The %rain Auvolved was westbound puswenger train He.

417, whioh evnsistbed of 3 cars, hauled by engine 486, upd was

in gharge cf Condugtor Davey snd ingineman BHrowm, It lefd
Fhite st 1,47 pems, & minutes lute, and &t B,00 pum, wn doe
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railed at & polint about 4 milee west of White, while Sravele
ing at u speed estiuated te have besn about 15 mlles an hour,
The engine and tender turned ovar t0 She right, geme
ing %0 reut with the pillot of the engine 131 feet bayund the
initial point of derailmeat, The fTirst sur was derallsd and
cams 0 rest with ita forward end down the slight szbemkment
on wihieh the track wue iald, The Torwmrd truais of she seevnd
oar ware also dersiled, Tae employes killed was the enginemsn,
Exsmination of the traek showed that the indtial peint
of deraliment was at & break in & rall en the rigbt side of the
treek, this bdresk vesurring 10 feet 9~1/2 inches from the re-
seiving amnd, direotly over the gentar of & iies Ihe splkes
holding the rail So tils tis were staggered snd the erask oo~
awrred detwaen the splkes, 7The splke helding the isarving pere
tien of the rall was on the outuide aud was not disturbed, zIhe
epike helding the regeliving portien was on the gauge side, The
hond of this splke wus bhroken off, und thia dreak was found to
be new, Flange marks on the nead of the leaving pertion of
the rall, begimning at the dreak, indiezted that as timt peint
the regeiving portion md been foreed ocutward, allowing the
wheel flanges on the omgine to strike the head of the Jeaving
portion. These flange markis contimuwed in & dlagenal dirsetion
soruss the ball of the rall for & dimsznee of 4 fee$ § inohew,
whare the wheels upperently dropped off on the outside ¢f the
ralle Haither portion of the rall was turned ovar by the de-
rallment, The rall whieh broke wae 8 Joliet rall, relled and
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1sid in 1884, ISxamination of the dreak showed It bOth Bure
fuoon were somowhkat MMOOthed, ue 1Y the enis hud been ghafing,
this undoubsedly belng dus % the psusage of previcus trains
after tie rall treke, The running murfsae of the reesiving
portion wne alee sligiitly bevelei at the Wresk, apparently
uaused by the wheels of sone castheound treln,

Pireman Sriffith stated that the derallmont osourred
suddenly snd thut ke was unable %0 say whethsr or not Lhe ene
gineman applied She air braims, The speed a4t the Sice ma
about 16 wmiles an hour, He had besn over the track on train
30. 418 the previcus day, but 4id not notide saything anusnal.
The traoz was oot of the beat, but 414 not ride uz reughly as
the track on otber parse of the road.

Condugtor Iavey stated thet he thought the spesd was
abous 16 nxuu\m hour, the train heving slowed down provievely
for & sd epot in the truak vhere & our aud been deraliied en
the pregeding day. e thought the snginemun spplied the
brakes just a» the derailment coourred, On oxamining the
tregk, ho found the breken rall and notlesd that tuie dDreak wee
not & frooh bresk. There were sluo meris irdieating that id
bad been passed over by some previous irelm,

inginesan Zester, whe wae on Struin Yo, 417 om april
Y and on irain Ho, 418 on the day of the seelésnt, stated shat
on neither of these trips 414 he notice anything unususal o
feel unybhing indicuting a Wwroken reils He thought the gone
ersl eondition of the traak was good,

Seetien Foreman Zoester stuted that ie went ovey
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this purt ¢f the treek on the worning of April 7, but 8id not
detsot anything wreng, the Wrack wae in falr comdition anmd
there wore no #oft spots, isfter the sceldent e oszamined the
broken rall und thought there wes & f£law in the buse abeut 1/2
inch long, but there was no sign of any flaw in the wed or

the hoad, He 244 not notice any signs ef the ends having
chafei ond was unable to say whether 1he rall had been Broken
by train ¥o. 41Y or by scme other train,

Ssotion Poreman Lewls of the moxt eeetion %o the
west stated that ot about 9,20 a.m, ke possed by the point
where the deralilment cgeurrsd, riding on hie motor gur, snd
at that time he notieed nothlang wrong, the truek appsrently
being in goed venditvien,.

Agad Mastor Susemsn stated tand 9n his srrival st the
saene of the socident he uxemined the droken rail and Shought
thas thare might have been & 1ittle orack in the Wase, There
wes also some evidenae of ehafing whers the ends of the il
had worked uwp and down, le also found o Liange zark on the
leanving porsien of the rail, provicusly desoribed. In hls
opinion, the break ¢ould bave been dotested 1If 1t had exiated
at the ti:-e [ectlon Foreman lLewls went ovar 1%, and for this
Teason he Lhought 1t broke under train Bo., 417 st the tixe the
assident ogourred. e eonsidered the sondition of the traek
in the vielnity to be geod and 414 net whink the foes that the
ineide rall on the eurve i1ad sottled sbout one inek had any
offeot on the breaking of the reil,
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hig nocoldont was guused by 3 broken rail. #henm
$hin rall broke was not definitely ssooriained, bunt it seens
provable shat it was broien before train Xe. 417 passzed sver
it, The statemants of the road mester and seghlier foreman
indloated the posalblility of s elight defest In the daese, batb
&b %o time the Jommission'® Llrapeotory exmmined the rail it
was impossible %0 mettles this questien definitely.

Hone of the mmployees invelved had been on duty in
vielation of sny of the provisionz of the Hours of erviee Law,

GaValie



