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REPORT C¥ TEE DIRECTOR CF TEE BUFEAT COF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATICN OfF AN ACCIDENT WATCH CCCURRRD CN
THE ZHICAGO, ROCSY¥ ISLND & PICIFIC RAILWAY AT
UFIoY, NO., CR JANUARY 9, 1g33.

~

February &, 15233.
To the Commission:

Cn Janvary C, 1323, there vas a rear-end zcllision be-
wween twe freigny trains on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pa-
cafic hailray a5 Union, Mo., resulting 12 the dsath of one
person carried under contract, andg the i1ajury of three per-
son3 carried under contract.

Locotion and method of operation.

This accident cccurred on that part of the St. Louis-
Kansas City Division sxtending oetween Eldon and St. Louas,
Mo., a distance of 139.5 miles This 1s a single-track line
OVer which %rai.ad arz operated oy time-tasle and train or-
ders, no block-51gnal system being 1n use  Under the rules
trains are reguired to keep at least 1C rainutes zpart except
1in closing wp at stations or at neeting or rassing points.
The accident occurred within yard lirits, at a point approx-
1mately 3,525 Teet west of the station at dnlad, and about
2,800 ;eet east of the west yard-lamit board. Approaching
from the west there 13 a compouad carve to the right, 2,780
Teet 1n length, the waximum curvature of vhich is 59, then
324 feet of tangent, followed bty a curve of 3° 01l' to the
left 2,238 feet i1n length, the accident occurring at a point
163 Teet from the leaving end of this curve. The grade is
descending Tor eastbound itrains, varying from 0.85 to 1.0
rer cent. The weather was clear at the tinme of the accident,
whick occurred at about 1 a.m

Descraiption.

Eastoound freigot train first No. £6 consisted of 41
cars ard a cabosse, nauled by eéngine 3I5%4 =nd was 1n charge
of Conductor Green and Engineran Silsby. 7Tals train passed
Leslie, the last open office, 14.5 wiles from Ynicn, at 11.14
P.7T., arrived at Union at 13 47 a.m , nad taken coal and
water, the engine coupled %o the 1irinin, and vas preparing %o
depart whean the rear end wvas s-ruck by train seccnd No. 96

Fastbound freigat train second No. 28 ccnszisted of28
cars and a caboose, hauled by eagine 2128 ard was i1n charge
of Conjuctor Sanders and Engineman Hyre. This train left
Fldoa at 7 p.x., and collided with the rear end of fairst No.
U8 at Union whlle traveling av a low rate of speed
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The caboose of train first No. 96 was badly damaged,
caught fire, and was destroyed, the firgt car ahead of the
caboose 1 as derailed. 3light damage was sustained by engane
2125, of tvrain secord No. B5.

Summary of evidence.

Cn the arrival of train first No. 6 at Union, Conductor
Green inatructed Flagran Monroe to ascertaia if the markers
wWere burning and 7. being informed that they were, he and the
flagman proceeded to the telegrapn office, located a short
distance veyond the head end of une train, each inspecting
one side of vhe train en route; no member of the crew was at
the rear of <re train at the time of the accldent.

Rule €3, of the Rules and Regulations for the Government
of Employees of the Cperating Cepartm=nt, reads as followa:

"Yard limits will be 1ndicated by 'Yard Limit’
boards. Tithin these limits, the main tracks may
o€ used, cleariazg the vime of first class trTains as
prescrined for 1arserior trains by Rules 86 and B9.
Ualess the maln track i1s sgen or xnown to be clear,
second and Tvoird class and extra trains must move
within vard limits under coatrol.

"roever chstructs the wain track within yard
limits must protect by a flagman when the obstruc-
ticrn cannot, for any reason, be plainly seen from
approaching train for a distance of at least seven
hundred and fifty (750) feet. In case of a colli-
s10n tae responsivility rests with moving train or
engine.

"3y night or in stormy or foggy weatnhe€r proper
lights must be displayed on all trains, cars or €n-
ginee obstructing main tracks withan yard limits.

"Trains carryving passengers must be protected
at all times. "

There were saveral live stock caretakers riding in the
cabocse of train Tirst No. 268, but Conductor Green did not
consider tnem as passengers, and thought that that part of
rule $3, which provides that trains carrying passengers must
be protected at all tires did not apply in thais instance, and
ag he thovgn% the rear of the train could be seen a distance
of 750 feet, ne considered he was within the meaning of that
part of rule 33 which relieves the crew of the necessity of
flagging when the obstruction within yard limits can be
plainly seen from approaching train for a distance of at
leagt 3eve: hundred and fifty (750) feet, and d&14 not, there-
fore, instract Flagraan Monroe to protect the train. The
flagman interpreted the rule the same as the conductor. IEn-
gineran Silsby dad not know thers were any caretakers in tneé
caboose and said he di1d not whistle out a flagman as he esti-
mated a follening train had considerably more than 750 feet
unobstructed vievw c¢f the rear ol his train.
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Frnganeuwan Hyre, of train seccnd No. 58, staled he knew
train 1irst Mo, o8 was one hour and five miavtes ahead of his
traan at Belle, 45.7 mijes west o Union, and oa approalling
Union reaucsi gpe3d <o akous 15 wm1les an houvr at the station
m1ie obeoara. Fe lartaer reduced apeed to about 10 miles an
hour at the pozas ci cirve teo the lerft, where 1t 1S customary
for the firaman Lo call trne i1ndication of sigrals ahead, and
upon 1ugulry as oo tne condaitron of the track, the fireman
replied "All clear.™ EHe held tne 2ir brazcs on a fevy seconds
and then released thesm; his traia Lad :uvn about 10 car
lengtas afver he had released tne air hrakes when the fireman
czlled to him that there was a train akead; he irmedaately
placed the orake valvs in the emergency pos:tion, opened uae
sanders, and reverzed vhe engine, tut said se was unable to
8%cr o1 aCcy ot of the train line rot being sufficiently
charged. He esstinated the distance frorm where he released
the prakes to sne pcint of aceidznt at 20 or 3E car lengths.
He statel that no troudble was experienced i1n making stops be-
twveen Rldon, the 2ritral terminzl ond the voint of accident,
and thsugnt the bYreoges vere in pruper torking order.

The testimony of Fireman Coloerts, of trairn second No.
€6, wa3 practically toz same a3 trat of Engineran Hyre, re-
gardiog the speed of their train ard information given the
engireman apgrceaciaing Jnion. He stated kis uvrain was about
30 car lengtas Iror the caboose of train first fSo. S8 when
he told tns engmine an that the track was clear, av this time
he could seeg tvwo green lights, wuchhe thought were switch
lights. They were about 10 car lengths from the caboose
vhen ne discovered three red lights aad called a warning to
the engineman. Wo sroke or steam obstructed his view and
as he had not pvt in a fire since leaving Jeffriesburg, 5.4
miles vest of Union, his vision was not blurred by the glare
of the fire. Head Prakeran Sullivan, wko was riding on the
fireman's s1de of the engine, thought the caboocse markers
when first seen were about 25 car lengths distant. Investi-
gation showed that the rear end of a train could be seen a
distance of 1,700 feet, but on account of the curvature the
fireman ~ovld not get as clear a view ot the red lights as
1f on tangent tracg There were sorme switches near the
point cf accident, but their indications vere obscured from
the riraman's vier by the cars c¢f train farst Mo, G6. Ir
this ceonnection, however, 1t a1s to be noted that Flagran
Tminelil, o: train second lo. 856, who was riding ia the ca-
boose, said t..at when the smcke was blown to one side, Ju3t
before the accident occurred, he was akle to see one red
lignt.

According te Train Master Correll a test of all the
brakes on train second No. 58 was wade subseiuernt to the
collision and only two were found cut out and cne with more
than € 1nches piston travel Conducter Sanders saird he
found two cut out, three i1noperative, and twvo with excessive
ri1ston travel, but from the testinony of Engineran Hyre 1t
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Jo Ll les
Concliusions.

This accideat was caused by the failure of Conductor
Creea and Flagman l.onroce ol train first No. 96 to protect
their trava, and oy Fireran Colbert and Head Brakeman
Sullivan, of train second Wo. 26, not properly observing
track condations ahead, Fireman Colbert incorrectly inform-
ing tne engineman that the track was clear, resulting in
Tarlure of Ingineman Hyre of train second No. S6 properly
to control his train.

Rule 33 specifically provides that trains carrying pas-
sengers must be provecved at all tames. There were several
11 ve stock caretakers in fhe caborcse of train first Ho. $8.
These caretakers had nothiag to dc with the operation of the
train, nor wers they employess of the railroad, ard the only
proper interpretation to be placed on tke provision of the
rule previcusly quoted 1s that the train carrying them should
be protected accordiagly. Conductor Green and Flagman Monroe
tock no measures whatever Tor the protection of their train
while standing at this point. Had proper protection been afi-
forded by them this accident would undoubtedly havebeen pre-
vented; and Conductor Green and Flagman Monroe are therefore
considered primarily regponsible for thais accident.

According to Fireman Colbert, he did not see the red
markers on the rear of train first No. 96 until they were
only about 10 car lengths distant. Head Brakeman Sullivan
thought they were avout 35 car lengths away, In any event,
when it was fanally discovered that there was a train on the
track ahead it was toc late to enaocle the engineman to bring
the train to a sitop. Had the fireman and head brakeman been
fuvlly attentive to taoeir duty, they could have discovered
the presence of the train ahead and conveyed correct infor-
mation to the engineman in arple tire to enable him to stop.

On the line ahere this accident occurred trains were
cperated by the time table and train order system, and the
engine crevw of train second No. 96, wWhen approaching Inicn,
had no means other than by watching ahead, to ascertain
whetner or not the track was occupied. According to the
svatement of Engineman Hyre, he knew the first section was
an hour ahead oi the seccnd section about 45 wmiles farther
nest. Had an adegquates block syster been 1n use on this line,
the engine crew of second Neo. 98 would have had definite in-
formation that they were closing up on the eceding section
and would have been warned of danger in timg/have taken nec-
essary measuress to prevent the accident
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Approaching Urion frow ths  .:s there are curved and a
descending grade, these gonazzi w3 aifecting otk the con-
trol of trains ard t12 ronze cf visaen. 1% Union trains
take coal and «aser 2ad w22t and pass, and 1t 1s believed
that i1n order to rrovide preper safeguards at this point
signals should o2 1nstzlled to gire the engineman of an ap-
prox2hing train defiarte 1mforrasioa as to whether or not

VoS main track 13 cosupied.

The 2rcw of traia first Wo. €8 had been on duty about
8 nours, -nd the crew of train second No. ©8 about 6 hours,
previsus $5 vhich these employees had been off duty periods
rongiag from 17 hours to several days.

Resrectlully submittced,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



