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REPGRT OF 7FE DIRRCTQR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATICY OF AN ACCIDIRNT Wd_CH OCCUARED ON
THZ CHTC£30, ROCX ISLAwD & PrCIWLIZ RATLWAY
AT SELDEN, KANSAS, OF MAY 18, 1923.

June 9, 1933,

To the Comrnisgion:?

Cn M2y 18, 1923, there was a hesad~end cceliision
petween two passenzger traing ca tne Chiceyo-Rock Island
& Pacific Railway a2t Selden, Kanseg, which resulited in
the doatn of one emplovee and injury of two passenzers.

Location and lethod of Operatron,

This acc1dent oncurred on that part of the Nebras-
Ka~-C0" crado Division exztending hetwsen Phillipsburg and
Gocdlri, Kengas a2 dircance of 149,9 miles., In tae
viciny'y o7 the poin. ol accident thnis i1is a siagle-
traclk liaz over which trzins are operated by time-table,
train crderg. and a warwal blosk simnal system, The
point of accidenl wac I5J feeb west or the egst passing-
track switth as Seldea. 4pprogshing this point the
trask 1s tangent 1a each dizecirion for more thao 1 mile,
while the grade 18 undulatinz, being 0.3 per cent des-
cend.ng for westbound traias at ihe point of accident.
The weathetr was foggv at tae time of the accident, which
occurred at 4,43 2, nm.

LTescraiption

Eestbound paseceng~r train Yo. & consisted of one
mall car, one baggFaln CAT, one 3ombinatlon car, one
chalr cer, and s.¥ Pi1llmen eleev iz carls, ail of steel
constmuctann, nawled Ly eazine 273, aneg was in charge
of Joacicior Leserr and Taz.nenzn nyan, At goodland
the crew 1a cbegme Terevaedl a ¢oy of trarn order No. 4,
PTrovlcdiug in par- for ¢ miat wilh train No. 39 at Sel-
den, Tiegin No. € 1~t, Cooiland, which 1s 63,6 miles
from Seldom, ac 3. A, n , ~evel ranutes late, and ar-=
rived gt 3~2den gl 1.3 &.m , 50oTee minufes after 1ts
gehediler degarling cwre, 4 middle order was recelved
at this po.ut, tnzetier asith a hiocck restrictions card
showrnz trot the~s wers no resgtrictiocns efter the
arrival ci traia Ke¢, v, Trein Ne, 5 then pulled ahead
on the main tfack toword the east passinz-track switch,
stopped 0O avalt *ra aviival of trein No. 39, and while
standing 2% thig roial was otruck by “hat train.
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Westbound passenger train No, 32 consisted of
three express cars, cne rail car, one combination car,
one chair car, one dining car, and two Pullman sleeplrg
Ccars, hailed by engine 950, and was in charge of Con-
ductor Curwin and Engineman Boyle. The second car was
of weooden constructicn, the first and thard of steel-
underframe construction, and the others of all-steel
conebtruction, At Phillipstarg the crew received a coORy
of train ordsr Ne¢. 4, previcusly referred to, departed
from that point at 2.35 a,x. on time, reduced speed
approaching Selden, passed the switch at which 1t should
have headed in cn the passing track, and collided with
train No, B while traveling at a speed estimated toO
have been 10 miles an hour,

Both engines were slightly damaged, but remained
upright, with orly one pair of wneels under engine S50
deralled, Tnane second €i3r 1n train No, 39 was aemollsh—
ed, wnile several cers in both trains were slightly
damaged, The employee killed was the fireman of train
No, 6.

Summary of Evidence,

Engineman Boyle, of train No, 32, said the fog
was s0 thiok approaching Selden as to interfere very
materially with his view, that he was unable to see
road crossings and frequently scunced the wnistle as
an alarm, and he said ne was operating his train by
his watch, At 4,40 a.m. he sounded the station shistle
for Selden and then sounded the meeting point whistle
signal, shut off steam and macde an applacation of the
alr krakes. While running at a speed of about 35 miles
an hour his engine passed tne switch at which his train
should nave entered the passing track, and he said he
at once applied the air brskes 1n emergency. Soon
afterwards he saw the headlight on the erngine of train
No. 6 and sounded a back-up siznal. Enrineman Boyle
said tne air brakes on his train were operating pProper—
ly and that there were no defects which could nhave con-
tributed to the accident which, he said, was due to his
being lost i1n the fog, He further stated that the
instTuctions were that each crew would open the swatch
1% 1ntended to use, and that he would not have the
Tight to anticipate finding a switch open 1n readiness
for his treain to enter a passing track. His statements
concerning the cperagtion of his train were practically
corrcborated by tnose of Fireman Copeland,
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Enzineman Hyan, of train No. 8, said he did not
see the headlight on the enzine of train No. 39 until
after 1%t had passed the switch, and that he then tried
to back his train out of the way. He estimated the
ranze of vision at Selden to have been about 150 feet,
and said that while his train was en route to Selden,
he had at times had some difficulty in determining his
locagtion, Conductor Leyden estimated that his train
had been standing about one minute when 1t was struck
by train No. 386,

Conclusaions,

This accident was caused by the failure of Engine-
man Boyle, of train No, 39, properly to obey a train
Ooruer establishing a meeting poant,

Engineman Boyle should have so cperated his train
as to be able to stop and head 1n at the east passing-
track switch at Selden, He oecame lost in the foz,
however, and 1nstead of so reducing the speed of his
train as to make sure of operating 1t in safety, he
proceeded without knowing definitely his location, the
result being that when his engine reached the switch,
the speed was too great to enable him to stop i1n time
to avert the accident.

Fngineman Boyle was employed as an engine wipeT
in 1874 and had been an engineman since 1880, None
of the employees involved had been on duty in violaticn
of any of the provisions of the hours of service law,
Respectfully submitted,
W, P. BORLAND

Director.



