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INTERSTATE COILERCE COI’MISSICON

REPCORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THT BUREAU OF SAFETY IN Rb
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDEVT THICH COCCURRED ON THE
CHICAGO, NORTII SHORE ANVD ILILWAUKEE FPAILROAD NEAR
KIPCOSHA, WIS., O FEBRUARY 23, 1930.

’

March 20, 18930.
To the Commissicn

On February 23, 1930, a passenger train struck an
automobile &t a grade croc=inz near Kenosha, Wis., on the
Chicagg, Yorth Shore and lUilweaukee Railroad, resulting in
the derailment of tne passenger trazn as vell as a fireight
train aopreachin~t in ths ovvosite direction and causing
tne death of 2 occcupants cf the automobile and 9 vassengers,
and the injury of 125 passengers, 4 emplovees on duly, 1
emnloyee off duty, ond 1 other person, all of the jasgenzer
train, 3 of the injured passengers subsequently died.

tion 2ad rethod of ovneration

Q2

Loc

Thig railroad -s& an electric line and extends between
1ov1lvaukee, Wis , 2a¢ Chicago, I11l., a distance of 96.87
miles. In the vicinity of trne poiat of accident 1t 1s a
double-track line sver which trains are operated by time
table, trai. orderz, aid en automBtic block-signal system.
Tae acecident occurred at a grade crossing north of Kenosha,
W1is,, where a highway known as the Burlington Road crosses
tane tracks at a right angle, avproaching the point of acci-
dent from the north the track 1s tangent for more thezn one-
half mile, this tangent contiiuing for a distance of apout
1 mile beyond the crossinzy. The grade for southbound
trains 1s 0 2 per cent descending at tae point of accident.
Approaching tae crogsinz from the eact on the Burlington
Road, the hignway 138 tangent for a distance of 625 feet,
within 325 feet of this distaace, the road ascends 15 feet,
and it 1s then level to the crossing, 100 feest distant,

and for some distaace bsyond the crossing.

Th=re 15 a two-stor: building located about 150 feet
gagt of the railroad tracks and 75 feel north of the high-
way and two smaller buildings ~re located north of thas
building. After a westbeound 10tor vehicle has pag&sed
the se bualdings, the driver has an unobstructed view toward
the north for more than o~ne-nclf mile, south of the high-
way, the view i1s unobstructed for awnproximately 700 feet.

¢ crossinz 1S prctected by a waraing signal of the
wigwag tvpe, located noTth of the h-ghway and 9% feet east
of the center line of the northbound track. This signal
consists of a bell and a swinzing banner with a red light
in the center of tne banner, vaich 1s visible on the
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highway for a distance of 700 feet east of the tracks,
This siznal 15 zctueted by trains approaching from cither
direction when they encounter the control circuit, which
extends for a distonce of 2,400 feet on cach sade of the
crossing a2nd at points 2,100 feet frem the crossini tnere
ore loedted indicating lamps, for the purpese of showing
the motormeza ol an erproaching train Thether or not the
crossing signal 1s workinZ properly., When the siznel is
operating for t—wo trmins woving in opposite divections, 1t
continues 115 opera*tan until the train last oassinz the
croseing cuts 1t out.

The veather was clear at the time ol the accident,
which occurred &t 10.45 n.m.

Description

The automobile i1nvolved -vas a Buick five-nassanger
touring car, occupied by two men, and was moving westward
on the highway cver the c¢rossing at a speed variously csti-
mated to have been between 25 and 45 miles per hour whnen
1t was suruck by southbound vassenzer train No. 434G,

Southbound passenger train No. 436 consisted of five
motor cars, of steel construction, #nd was 1n chorge of
Conductor Durr ond dotorman Hell This troin deperted from
1 lwankee, wis., of 10 p.h1., on tiwe, passed Racine, Jis
at 10.36 p.m., one minute late, and was derailed when 1t
struck an antomobile 2t a grade crossinz while traveoling
at a speed variously estimeted by the members of 1ts crew
to have been between 35 and 60 miles per hour, the derailed
equipment then sidesmined northbound extra 456G, which was
rassing at the time.

y

Northbound freight train extra 456 consisted of 1
empty car, 12 loaded ca#s, and a caboose, hauled by elec-
tric notor 458, and was 1ia charge »f Conductor Harris end
llotor-an Morris. Tpis traian passed Kencosha Tower at 10,40
p.m., according to the train sheet, and was derailed wnile
proceediny ovar tne Burlington Road crossing at an esti-
nated speed of 15 miles per hour.

The antomobile was throwm inte the air and the eagine
hl~ck fell out under the first motor car of train No. 436,
derailing this train to the left or east, sideswvipiny the
first car in extra 456 on the northbound track. Troin No.
456 was then divertesd to the west and came to Test 1a a
vide ditch on the west side ¢f the southbound trecxz with
the first car at 2 point 54€ fept from the crossinz, leeon-
in™ azainst the bank of the ditch. The second car came
to rest porallel with the first car, the next too cars
vere diagonolly across the ditch, and the last car was
parallel with tne track. None of these cars was antirely
oerturned. The track was tora up for a distaace of 273
feet ond the rail frow the soutnbound track curved around
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under the freazht train on the northoound track, causing
the deresilment »f the first scven cors of this troin, thesc
cers remeined upright, The eutemnbils was demolished.

Sumnnry of Evidence

Conducter Durr, of train No, 438, -7as riding i1n the
Tecr ~f the first corr ond %ae™ nothing »f et occurred
excent that he kae™ they hit sowethinz, sav o flash, aad
then they were off tne track., He estimated the speed of
their train at the time of the accident to have been 550 or
60 miles per hour and wes unecble to say whether or not the
motorman sounded ~ road crossinz thistle signal. Collec-
tors Tede, Hickey and Kindel, —vho were riding 1a vhe second,
third .and fourtn cers, respectively, stated they felt the
a1r brokes epplicd in ererzency just before the accident
occurred and they estimated the speed t- have been betwveen
3b and 45 mniles per hour a2t the time of the accident. The
statements of Collector Searle, whe was i1n the fifth car,
added mothing of impatonce, while the matarman of train No.
436 7as too seriously injured to be 1nfterviewed.

liotorman Norris, of extre 456,stated thot hc had
scunded the vhistle for the crossing and when his train
—ag abnut 500 feet frn the crnssing he noticed that the
rrgyaz was in opsrotion There —r2s aa putomobile standing
24 the east side of the crossing ~nd another auiomecbile
epproachiny from the cast, vhich massed sround the standing
automobile end vroceeded over the crossing ot a speed of
about 45 miles per hour. _otorasn Norris said that when
he mav this automobile as not going to stop™ for the
crossing, ne immedi2telv asplied tae air brakes in emer-—
gency. Hqis train hed been traveling at 2 spceed betmeen
30 z2nd 35 milcs per hour, and this speed had been recuced
to 2bout 15 miles cer hour -raen he reached the crossing,
ha thought his train wos about 400 fea2t from the crossing
~hen he applied the air brakes. The headlizht coa his omm
train, as rell as the headlight of tra1iin No. 436, -7a5 burn-
1ing brightly. Tne statements of Head Brekemen Grooms and
Brakeman Anderson, who rmere riding on the motor of extra
456 practically corrsborated those of Hotorman Norris,
except that Head Brakeman Srooms aaid the ~utomobile was
moving at a specd of 2 or 25 miles par hour and scemed to
change 1te speed as 1t approached the crossinz, vhile
Brakeman Anderson said i1t was moving at o speed of &5 ar
40 milecs per hour.

Algot Lindguist, an eyewitnese €5 the occurrence of
the accident,stated that he was driving a Ford sedan on
the Burlington Road and as he approached the crossing from
the east he saw the wigmag in operation and heard the bell
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ringing., He looked tn his left and sew a freight train
approaching &ad 1t was about 500 feet from the crossing
wkecn he first sar at Mr Lindguist continued until he
renched a point cbout 30 fecet from the crossing, where he
stopped his car, Miss Irene Sand, who was riding with
hir, then calledfiis attentisn to a train coming from the
north, which was spproaching at a much highar rate of
gpeed than the freight train. Mr. Lindguist said his car
7as the only one oround the crossing, but when he had
been there about one-half minute anotner autonobile droave
up, passed around hia at a speed of cbout 25 miles per
hour, and proceeded on the crossing directly in front of
the passenger train  Hr. Lindquist said that the head-
lights »n both trains were burning brightly and he had
heard a train whisule before he saw the wigwag signal,
and this whistle wes gounded continuously until the time
of thec c¢ollision, but he di1d not know from which train 1t
was sounded. Miss Sand stated thet just as they possed
the building located about 150 feet east of the tracks,
she sasyr the passenger train approaching from the north
and 1t was then less than one-half mile distant, but was
approaching at about t-rice the speed of the freigiht train.
While they were waiting there an automobile drove by
tnem at a fast rote of speed and on the crossing in front
of the passenger train, and the freight train reached the
crossing just after the automobile had been struck.

Vice President Fallon wmade the statement that he was
of the opinion that inasmuch as the seven derailed cars of
extra 456 were derailed to the west, or on the side towards
trcin No. 436, then extra 456 must have been struck only
a glancing blor and that the reails that were torn up had
curved around under the cars of the freight train and
caused their derailment.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by an automobile being
driven upon a crossing at grade directly in front of a
passenger train which was approaching zt high speed.

The 1avestigation iddicated that the automobile
approached the crossinz at too high a rate of speed, pass-
ed around ancther automobile standing Just east »f the
crossing, and then started aver the tracks. 1In all pro-
bab1lity, the driver of this car saw the freight troin
approaching from the soath and thought he could clear the
crossing before the freight train reached 1t, and apparent-
ly di1d not look toward the north to see 1f there was a
train approaching from that direction. While there are
buildings located to the right of the highway, they are
about 150 feet enst of the tracks, and the view 18 unob-
structed between these buildings and the tracks, with
the result that a train can be seen approachin from ths
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1Tt for o distence 2f ot 1zest 2ac-h~1f miles. The
evidence ~1s> 1ndig~ted thrt the wigreg s1gnrl wos 1n
onz2rr vran oad tact -t lecst osae »f the troins was Thist-
lian o5 16 oporneched the crascing.,  The ovtomobile stend-
1ng &t the crosring o doubt obstructed the vier »f the
driver 20 the ~»proeching car toward taie asrth th some
gslizht ex*tent, but there 18 nn reasmn Thy he could anot
heve prevented the -ccident nad he exerciscd any ~f the
cerereguired to be cxercised —Jhon aomroaching o Toilro-d
crossiaz ot Irode.

All AT the emdlovesginvolved 77re exnerienced men
71th the ~xceti-n »f 2ne of the collectors »f thac
2assongler iraia, Tan bed beea cerploved by this r-ileocd

¢3s than »~ac yerr, -nd ~t the time »f the accident uone
Af fthew hed been ~a A tv 1L violetion 8 nny T the
proTig-~as »f the yvurs f gorvice 1o,
Paansctilly sucmnitted,

L
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=, P. 30RLAND,

Director.



