W0
.
¢

INTFRSTATE COMMFRCE COC.IMISSIOH

FEPORT OF THE DIRFCTOR GR2=F®e, JF [ 2U~al OF SAPRTY IN =E
INVASTICATION OF AN ACC TTS™ "vIvy 430USFZD CN THE CHI-

CAGO, MILFAUKEL & o Fius SAIL.AV Jaf/F POYRFTTE, WIS
ON MARCH 25, 1223

April 13, 1223.

Tee the Cosunisesion

rallirent of 1 pas-

.

£ Marco 2o, 1923 ilpere 7is 3 ds
gerser traz. co Lhe Chisazo, Milwsukze & St Paul Fail vay
near Poyne+ste, Wis , wnich reeulted 1n tne dextn of & er-
ployees, and ths injyury of 12 passzagoers, 1 express messenger,
ard 1 emplovee,

(@]

Lc~ation and xethod of operation.

"nis 3zcecident oceurred on a subdivasion cof the La
Crcssz Divisiorn ewtiending cotrsen Fast Madison and Po-taze, a

distaace of 32 7 rilss Tnzs 18 a 3200¢—-track ling over

whilch t1ains are cperated by *ima~table ard +ran omA=r=, Ap

blocl-signal cyoser b2ing 1n use Approaching tne moint of
=1

accideut from thz est, the track is Iangent for 3,255L feet,
then there 13 a carve of 20' tco the left, 80U feet 1n length,
a curve of 3° to the lert 995.5 feet in lergtn, a tangent

42 2 fect 1in lengtn and a curve of 3% 30' to0 tne ledt C28 8
Zeet in length, the accident cccrirring at a polnt 578 feet
from th? leaving =2nd of this curve, at brid:e C-%14, located
ahout 1§ miles east of thes station 2% Povnette The grade
for eastbound trzins for 3,000 feerv apoicacaing the point of
accldent 1s ascelding, waryicg ficomn 1 112 to 1 077 p-r cent,
being 1 077 per cent at the point of accident On account of
the curve, the enjinenwn of an sastboand train can not obtaln
a view of oriage C-714, while trees near the rigat-of-way
ocbstrucs the fir=ren's viez~w vntil griain 200 feet of the
bridge The weatner was clear at the t.we of the accident,
walch occurred at zbout 7 S0 a m

Easztboaad passengar tvzin llo 515 consissed of on=
express car ant .wo coacues, naulzd By enginzs 515, and was 1n
charge of Conuucior Wadsworth and EZpginemsn Ro.leston., This
train left Poynztte at 7.50 & o, 19 minutes lats, and was
derailed at oiiaze C-714 while traveliang at a speed of about
15 or 20 miles an hour.
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Frigine 2135 23.2 0
on the cpposite oank of e st
positica, consllelan.’ 31 .80,
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Tzcnd2r was standiag ver-
3t toa soiler read. The
eXpT2s5 c1r vas demollsasd, tae firvst ccaca came to rezt mith
the r=ar zad oa toe west bans z2nd tne rezd enld a2t tne hottor
ci tne strear bed Tne empleyvees ki1lled were tne englneman,
fireman ani baglazeraa

Suamnary of evidence

2-cT Tadgwartn cof traia No  Bl5, stated that
a2fter 1eaviaT Poynetta he wvas taking ur trarsportation in the
ear coaz2n’ Tre Tirst he kaew of anything wrong was when
chere was 3z sudder crash wnich snock=d hiwm dorn Cn geoing to
the nead =zal of the train he found that tns bridae nad taen
trrned, mat could advance no probakle oczuse cf tne fire
Erakeran Lucas sazd ne felt a slight lurch and tnought thare
wais an e Lergency appilcation of tae air brikes Just prior te
tne crash,

[
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Secticn Foreran 3abcock, w10 has charze of tnas
section of the tracx, statad that he was Tiding con trai. No
219 at the time of tne acciaent, en Toute to tne next station
east ¢f Poynette, and tas stationed 1a the rear car so That
he could observe tze conultion of ths tracs ke stated tiat
ar ter the accident ne examinzsd the rtridgs aad foand 1t com-
nletely burned cut except tne woolded sbutnents at eaclk end
e alsc said tnere 1s no regular tracs patrol over taoat sec-
ticn of ths tracr and taat tne last time nz passed over the
oridze Tas oa Saturday, tvo days previously, 2t waich tive 1t
seeced tc b2 1n _ccd condation  He fumgher stated the zround
was ceovered witn srow arcuad and under the bridgs, while the
grass and weads were durned gver last fall

Bridze C-714 was 3 3-bent wooden oridge, 48 feet
iong, constructed of cedar piling and fir tiabers Taz dack
of thiz »ridze was covered, for fire protection, with gal-
vanlzed sheet 1iron, but 1n order to provide a trick circuirt
Tor toe ¢peraticn of zrossing maraing Yells 3 strir of thas
coering awoat 4 :raches widas mas cut out along tne inside of
the soutn 131l for the entire length of the oridze. The
dezk o 4tne >ridze was about & feet zbove tne strear bzd at
the hiznest peoint.

Fraiant extra 3385 passed over this bridge the
af Serncon of tze precedins day and this was tae last train
wreinh passel over 1t prier to the accident., The zrates on
the enaine were saasen conslderably cn tne ascending Zrade 1n
t-e vizcinity of tne bridge, tne coal being of poor quality.



recm the fact that the day previcus .oud B3a . v
15 thovght possible th.t 4ne firz cri.matzd §
d-oprel 2y thne engine of 2x.ra =20
rnto flare by the high —1nl  Tac
Terders a view of 1t —mpcssitis T

well s Trom meilghbering farm hous

ary v1ady, 1%

Tou: 1live coals
7, 7aicn vere 1ater fannad
location of the bridge
om a rear®y highway, as
e

3, tne nearegt of which
1s rers <nan & mile distant, this, coupled =1tn She fact thas
e a2tval fire mrozaoly oc Mirred 14 thas early morning hours,
would accouant Tor the tlaze naving teen unnoticed

Conclusions.,

This acecident vas caused by a burned oridge
F

rom 2a~eful examinaticon of the remains oI taoe

tridge, 1t 15 tocugit that the fire resulted froo a live coal
dropped frov a passing trala

None of +tne euployees 1avolved 1n shis accident aad
tgen 0 Quty i viclation of any of tns provisiona of tae

hours of service law
Fespectfully suomittad,

% P Borland,

irector



