
ij *± ^ 

INTERSTATE COlflriERCE COJJflSSIOI! 

FEPOPT OF *HE DIP EG TOR OfeaffH*fe ")F l U - ^ l OF SAFETY 13 RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN AC; l EJ17 ' i ' j "PUFF JD ON THE CHI
CAGO, MILWAUKEE & bT FAJ-, FAIL ••AY I V / R FQihFTTE, WIS , 
OK MARCH 26, 1223 

A p r i l 13 , 1223. 

Tr tbr* CoiTufi"; F>r3 on 

On JJarcn 26 , 1923 m e r e a d e r a i l m e n t cf a p a s -
s e r g e r t r a i l , on m e C h i c a g o , Mi lwaukee & St Paul F a i l ray 
nea r P o y n e t t e , Wis , jsrach r e s u l t e d m tne dea tn of 3 em
p l o y e e s , and the i n j u r y of 12 p a s s e n g e r s , 1 e x p r e s s messenger , 
and 1 emp loyee . 

L e g a t i o n and meThod of o p e r a t i o n . 

m i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on a s u b d i v i s i o n c f the La 
Cress a D i v i s i o n e-tending c e t T r e e n East Madison and P o - t a g e , a 
d i s t a n c e of 33 7 r i l e s T m s i s a 3 m g ] e - t r a c k l ine o v e r 
which t r a m s are o p e r a t e d by + i me- table ar-d t ^ a m O t , , , d : " , ao 
b l o c k - s i g n a l system being m use A p p r o a c h i n g tne ^oint o f 
a c c i d e n t f rom the ' " e s t , the t r a c k i s tangent f o r 3,251 f e e t , 
t hen t h e r e i s a c a r v e o f 20 ' t o the l e f t , 600 f e e t i n l e n g t h , 
a c u r v e of 3 ° to the l e f t 995 .5 f ee t m l e r . & c n , a t a n g e n t 
49 9 f e e t i n l e n g t n and a c u r v e o f 3 ° 30 ' t o tne l e i V 6 2 8 5 
f e e t m lengthy, the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g a t a p o i n t 278 f e e t 
f rom the l e a v i n g and o f t h i s c m v e , a t b r i d g e C-714, l o c a t e d 
aoou t 1-q- m i l e s e a s t of the s t a t i o n s t P o y n e t t e The g r a d e 
f o r e a s tbound t r a i n s f o r 3 ,000 f e e t apru.caenmg the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t i s a s c e n d i n g , v a r y i n g f i o n 1 412 t o 1 077 p-^r c e n t , 
b e i n g 1 077 pe r c e n t a t the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t On account of 
the c u r v e , the engmeman of an ea s tboand t r a m can no t o b t a i n 
a v i e w of o n a g e C-714, w h i l e t r e e 3 near the r i g n t - o f - w a y 
o b s t r u c t the f i r ' - ^ n ' s v i e ~ T u n t i l , ? i i u n 200 fee t of t he 
b r i d g e The wea tne r was c l e a r a t the t^me of the a c c i d e n t , 
which o c c u r r e d a t about 7 55 a m 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Eas tboand p a s s e n g e r t r a i n No 515 c o n s i s t e d of one 
e x p r e s s c a r and L,*IO c o a c n e s , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 515, and was i n 
c h a r g e o f Conductor Wadaworxh and Engmeman R o ^ l e s t o n . T h i s 
t r a m l e f t P o y n e t t e a t 7 . 5 0 a m , 19 minutes l a t e , and was 
d e r a i l e d a t o n c i g e C-714 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed of about 
15 o r 20 m i l e s an hour . 
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E n 5 m e 515 tc r e s t ' i t , tne r e a l end e l e v a t e d 
on trie o p p o s i t e oank c f t i e stro3 m an a lmos t u p r i g h t 
p o s i t i o n , c o n s i l e i i D ^ " / a-i n b e a , a.c t ende r was s t and ing v e r 
t i c a l l y on i t s nead end, f a o t a & > i r . 3 t trie t o i l e r nead. The 
e x p r e s s c a r was demol 1 sned, tne f i r s t c c a c a cans t o r e s t w i t h 
t h e r ^a r end on tne west ban^ and tne r e ? d end ? t tne bo t tom 
cf tne s t ream bed Tne e m p l o y e e s k i l l e d were t ne engineman, 
f i r e m a n and baggageman 

Sum'nary of e v i d e n c e 

C c i d u c t o r "adswor tn c f t r a m No 515, s t a t e d t h a t 
a f t e r l e a v i n g P o y n e t t e he vas t a k i n g up t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the 
r e a r coacn* tne f i r s t he knew of a n y t h i n g wrong was when 
t h e r e was a sudden c r a s h raich m o c k e d him dora On g o i n g t o 
the nead end of the t r a m he f o u n d t h a t tne b r i d g e nad been 
burned , hut c o u l d advance no p r o b a b l e cause cf tne f i r e 
t rakerran Lucas s a i d ne f e l t a s l i g h t l u r c h and tnought t h e r e 
was an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n of tne a i r b r a k e s j u s t p r i o r t c 
tne c ' i s h , 

S e c t i o n Foreman 3abcock , vac has c h a r g e of t n i s 
s e c t i o n of the t r a c x , s t a t e d t h a t he was r u i n g on t r a m No 
515 a t t h e t ime of tne a c c i d e n t , en r o u t e to tne nex t s t a t i o n 
e a s t o f P o y n e t t e , and :as s t a t i o n e d in the r e a r car so t h a t 
he c o u l d o b s e r v e tne c o n a i t i o n o f tine t r a c t He s t a t e d t i a t 
a f t e r the a c c i d e n t ne examined t n e b r i d g e and f o a n d i t com
p l e t e l y burned c u t e x c e p t tne w o o l e n abutments a t each end 
He a l s o s a i d t n e r e i s no r e g u l a r t r a c x p a t r o l o v e r t na t s ec 
t i o n of tine t r a c t and tna t trie l a s t t ime ne p a s s e d o v e r the 
o r i d g e was on S a t u r d a y , two days p r e v i o u s l y , a t w m c h t i m e i t 
seemed t o oe m = o o d c o n d i t i o n He f u r t h e r s t a t e d the ground 
was c o v e r e d wit.n snow around and under the b r i d g e , w h i l e t he 
g r a s s and weeds were burned o v e r l a s t f a l l 

B r i d g e C-714 was a 3 - b e n t wooden o n d g e , 48 f e e t 
l o n g , c o n s t r u c t e d o f c e d a r p i l i n g and f i r t i m b e r s Tne deck 
of t h i s b r i d g e was c o v e r e d , f o r f i r e p r o t e c t i o n , w i t h g a l 
v a n i s e d shee t i r o n , but i n o r d e r t o p r o v i d e a t r a c k c i r c u i t 
f o r tne o p e r a t i o n of c r o s s i n g warn ing b e l l s a s t r i p of t h i s 
c o h e r i n g about 4 i n c h e s wide was cut out a l o n g the i n s i d e of 
the so^ tn r a i l f o r t h e e n t i r e l e n g t h of the o n d g e . The 
deck o^ tne o n d i e was about 8 f e e t above t n e stream b e d a t 
the h i g n e s t p o i n t . 

F r e i g n t e x t r a 3385 p a s s e d o v e r t h i s b r i d g e the 
a f t e r n o o n o f tne p r e c e d i n g day and t h i s was tne l a s t t r a i r . 
wmnh p a s s e d o v e r i t p r i o r t o t h e a c c i d e n t . The g r a t e s on 
f " e e n g i n e were sna^sn c o n e i d e r a b l v cn tne a s c e n d i n g g r a d e m 
t ' e v i c i n i t y of tne b r i d g e , tne c o a l b e i n g of p o o r q u a l i t y . 



From the f a c t t ha t t h e l a y p r e v i o u s . a i 0 3 ^ - v e r y -randy, i t 
i b thought p o s s i b l e th_ t tne f i r 3 r i i ^ m t s a froui l i v e c o a l s 
d r o p p e r oy tne e n g i n e o f e x . r a ^ I S : , 7 m en were l a t e r f a n n e d 
i n t o f l a n s by the h i g h n n i T i c l o c a t i o n of the b r i d g e 
r e n d e r s a v i e w c f i t i m p o s s i b l e f rom a n e a r b y h ighway , as 
w e l l as f rom ne ighbor ing , f a rm houses , tne n e a r e s t of w h i c h 
i s more tnan £ m i l e d i s t a n t , t h i s , c o u p l e d u t . i the f a c t t ha t 
tr_e a c t u a l f i r e p r c c a o l y oc u r r e d i n the e a r l y morning hour s , 
would account f o r the b l a s e n a v m g been u n n o t i c e d 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t caused by a burned o r i d g e 

From e a s e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n o f the remains of tne 
b r i d g e , i t i s tnoURl.t that the f i r e r e s u l t e d f rc» i . a l i v e c o a l 
d ropped f r o / , a p a s s i n g t r a i n 

None of t ne employees i n v o l v e d i n i n i s a c c i d e n t nad 
been on duty in v i o l a t i o n of any of tne p r o v i s i o n s c f tne 
hours of s e r v i c e l a " 

P e s p e c t f u l l y s u o m i t t e d , 

W P B o r l a n d , 

D i r e c t o r 


