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Xn r* Investigation af Avoidant on the €&i«a»$a( Jtilwaukae- & AT* Paul ttalluay* near Penflaid, Kont#, 

OB 3e$t*abti» Af 1013* 
Itevefflfoar X2, 3,913* 

On' 9*SYT«A9>»P 4, 19X3, th^ra m& a haa&*end collision 
feat*?as» two frai$.t trains on tha Gbi«agoy KilwMifca* & 3t« Paul fellwy, aa&r panflald, Hoist., resulting An the death of 
tva esgployesa an& tha injury of tw* e»3>le?aas« 

Thia COBWIS&IOII cooperated '*itfc tha Hallway and PubXio 
Service Commies! on of tha 3 tat a of Mmt&m 1ft the invtst LO­
tion of this aeoidant, Aftisa* investigation, tha ®iief Ins^ecte 
of Sftfatjr Appli^m&B paports sjg followst 

Ths western aab»dlvision of the Hocky fountain Bivlaion of 
the 0hic&$o, MllvftaiLaa & at* Pattf, Hallway whars this aoaiaent 
ooeurra^, 1® & single traeft line egten&lag between ftrtfa Forks 
and Dee** !U*#ge, Kont«na« a dlstaetot of IX£,8 «iX«a» on timfi 
portion of the line ̂ here this accident occurred, trains ara 
operatad under tha autdisatlo blo£& signal ayatfn* tha algnala 
being of the thre& ̂ ossitianj uppar-^u&d>ant, ecttapfcore typ*» 

Tha tmins Involved vara ragular westbound gireight train 
*©• 73 an aaatbaund wor& train* Srsin TO ftoaaisted of 
43 gseptj frai^nt ears nml a es&ooae. hauled by angina So, S517 
and vaa in o&arg® af aonduetor ?lw»t sn& e»gin«®&n Barton. 
Th* train eanelated *«f ̂  o&hooaa and on© b&XXast car. It 
MM toattlad by anelaa SSXX awl v&s in ©barga of conductor 
Cosgrova &nd sgn̂ inaiasn Gannon. 

$ha aecidsnt osourrod on a lo-can ding grsfl*- of about 1,£C 
P#r oant, Is & deep cat, VVJ waits jf ̂ hiab i*?era. spproslmtaly 
53 faat &igh# at tha o;;d of -J: B dap»at eurve* At th? 
time of ths ae«ldtfit» ir**ia "W h&& Just ©oaa to a stop, 
fh& worJt train « u runni-v ^t a. *;>eo4 of «bcttt 8 asiXaa par hour. 
Tha 4sim^a to a^tiipJsant :ht tha onlj ae*» dar&il®& 

tha «altt>aa« af the wo?:. tr-in# 3&a fiwa tsss&OT*®® killed 
^er# riding on the a<it*t f tha b&ll&fft car; thsv ware aruohad 
b^tt?eeiT thlo aoj* aw! th^ cr.i i.t tha tlm of t̂ a Qfioident 
the waathar elatr, 

On the data of the ioGi'J.5nt tmin ^ laft Thrss Forks, 
*ont,, the asat^rn tarsia^ this tub»4iviaiaft, at ^!45 
two hours and fifteen ainut^s l^te, Xt daX^ya4 an routs on 
aeoottat of trouble ^lth " -ivf ̂ atlva angina tmzk and did not 
arrive at &on&ia, ar* eiil̂ -j JTry.i «%ra« For&a, until &*15 j>*za* 

At XiOfi p.m., eoBauetor Jo*r(yroir» of tha nor^tvain r0o©iv©JL 
ortiar ̂ o. tl at Jan.'.sjr, a pSntlon ̂ 1 miles wast af Canals', 
direetin^; hia train to vor;i brtvaen Jannay ana Uon$M until 7too j>*a.f rajgaptiaaa "rnin So. % a train diep&tohar 
statad that y£im this -arSer waa IsBuad ha ^14 not baXlave that -

%?r< in So.- 73 ^ould be sbl'i to r&ntzh Sonald. bsf ore ?SO0 j>.ja* 



Howar, train Ho. 75 ande better tim then wan ejected, sad 
Arrived at Sosald &% 8*lo p.n* , aa b«for© stated. Spstf arrival 
at Donald" conductor Pirnia received order Ke>« 71. and as this 
order required his train to remain at Donald an hour and forty-
five gainute a for the t*ar& train he eoftmnnio&ted with tb* din-
patellar and endesvared to have the order changed; but es the dis­
patcher m& unable to reach conductor Coegrove he etatefl to 
conductor Fimie that he cou.ia give hia no help* 

Previous to t&l® time the wor& trs&in bad left tfanaey to 
unload ballast in & taim^l between Donald and infield* Can-
due tar Co strove had placed & fla&wxx &t Jaaney with writ tea in*, 
struetions to hold everything there until the return of his train 
to that point, The «Siap&teh*r fot thia £%$Mm& on th& tel^phon© 
ana placed him in ©QEsaunioption with conductor ̂ imie &t Donald, 
Conduotor Piraie informed by the flagman that the work trait* 
he>& gone Into a tunnel between Ponuld astd fenfleld to unload 
gravel*, fenduotor ?imie asked tfes f l g ^ a n If it wae the inten­
tion of conductor Cesgrov* to ooise to Donald ^ith his irsln* and 
the flagaoa replied tiiat a© far as he kaê r It was not. 

At 1808 tha dispatcher issued order So. dlraoiing 
the operator at 9onsl4 to hold trsin 73 for drders* mt& &t 
$ . 2 2 p*au, subsequent to sonduetor #lrnla,s telephone convert* 
ti^n with the fl&ijmsi of the $*er& tr«ln« the dlepntensr i&s&ed 
or£«r :?o. amrallinG order Ko, ?&, t£W ©nmilaent of ord#r 
So* releseed train Its* ?3 end left it free to go 0Xtt@ft for 
tte rw^uireneate of or4#r ?1* Oni&uAtd? *irnie then decided to 
la«ve Sons Id vita hi* truln under protection of A fl«£# Irnln 
J?o. 75 departed fre« Donald at about 8ta® p*sa#* end ned proceeded 
about 31 nilea when the collision occurred; «ometi$e bettfeen Si 5$ 
and Si55 p.is* 

Upon arrival at P#nfieid* $*S isiî e west of 9onnld, train 
Ho, ?S stopped eet out a helper *ft$ine* At Penfleld there ie 
& *iae tr&Qli mfcmt 3,SQ0 feet Ion®, ssnd «t eaoh end of thia aiding there is an cutonatla bloo& signal* S^on arriving at the 
®m% and of this siding th® signal was found in ftom clear position 
The helper out out at this point, and the trmin thee prooeeded 
ts the west ®&& ot the siding, where the signal. w*a round ia ti» 
nmtkm position. Afeout 1,400 feet ^est of the west eviteh at 
IHnfMa there la an a° curve to the right* s^proxiaetely 1,000 
f#et long* Freoeeding m®*w&r& from thia eurve there is about 
3 #3r>o ftat of AtP&ight track, followed by 4* ourve to ttie right 
$0$ fê t long, tlî n cossea 800 feet ef tangent *wweeded b^ SCO 
feet of g ° carv« to te# left, Hist** la then shout 1,100 feet of 
etml,rht trftok follo^d by an S° « a w to the right 400 feat lo«£v 
The collision occurred at the west en& ^f this latter eurvo* 
about 430 f©@t east of the entrance to tunnel Ko, 15^ ana about 
JOG feet e*st of .̂n autonatlo blceS: glgn^l whioh in tfte O^sn^er 
posltian at the tli^e. 

*ft(;ineej»a l^rton o f tr»ln ?3 gt&ted tfeat after noting _ 
ts*e oaution «ig;n̂ l at toe we at end of Pemf ield elding ae r«H^d 



4 e m slowly araund the first eunre *tefc$#4 hi* treln m 
the straight track* She fl&gsssjt waa ttura started ef the 
tr&ln* Ihere Is ft tunnel 1,171 ft«t Xeag la tM* #tr*ight t*s**{ m& efter tht fliigKieft had proceeded th**0u$* this tuwiel and dis&|*seer*d fro* view eagineasn Burton started his train* 
He mX& tfot he rm hist trsin simdy thrmgh tha tunnel. 
almost ease to a stop M the 4° eurve *es;t of tn# tunnel* JHs> 
tfeen released the train %r*x*s let the trela »av* alot/ly 
around the c a w * After rounding the «ur** tS*« epesd of his 
trmin increased to ahout 6 isilee par hour* and he tfom notlosd 
that he m» m%mits$ up to the f Xraseiu As so&a *s fee: **\v the 
Sl&GMM he &sd« JS serviae «$plio&tl©h <rf 13is> hut &efore 
the speed of the fersin d««rees*d *at*vi«XXy the engine overtook 
the flse»ttii# *̂ ha asttste-a fh* pilot, the *nfflM mi than on th* 
0® eurw of tumieX 1$* Ha eo»tJittte4 to r*&me spm& after 
«veTteJfcift£ flRgrssit, anS. h&3 ^ rwiM a^o^t 8 «r 6 our 
lengths further &rmn4 the MRR® ĥ«B ft* *&w the war& tr&ifi 
easing; »ut ef the tunn*!* He iis$e$iet*Xy «ppIis)A the to*lc.«t in 
csaargeney MIL M t ir#ln wns *ta$p*4 #ie« the collision *«Qurr*d* 
EagittesuMi S&rt^a J S T&M he thsught it w s e&fe tft #Xa$ &g&in$t 
the wws train* hut £<?mittg& that he «;rwde4. tee flfegsan too 
elos®* MT& that wft«n h® saw h* was cmtafeing tip vifch th© 
fl&gm&a h& <$id. aot snrXy hie hawfc** Hi «»rg»msy for ffesir of 
br*«&in£ M s trste in W a . 

C&nSaetor 3>lrnl« afcattd #wt his- train arrived at Jtan*ld 
et Si 15 pmMmt M& efter receiving $Mer 7X the dis#&teher con* 
stctsd him with eondsster î j«,̂ ove*« tltmm& at tout*?* Ms said 
the fl&gaa& told hia tint "escrow**e twin m$ in to tunnsl 
het^esn ̂ enfield and SonrlS unloadJj&|f ̂ mvtX, v^s goShg; feaofe 
dosm t» the @te^a shovel. £«^ed the flegoen I T he sure wfe tvein «sie aot oocjin̂  to &sn&l&, &M #&id the TL&^MN 
TOLD HIM it vsis n^t* Se ̂ on ina*r«ct«a his ^rskemen to 
flsg sjjfsiinst the W J A I tr̂ ln r->ô edefi* His *te,t»*rant of 
the MNMZ> in ̂ iich tl*e in roil ̂ *#& the flag ifegr<iss witL the stSitsuaeat of cn^inanen >5ftrt3fi. ,Tie- =5"id t^at he snstild see ths 
d^m^^r signal «t the 0aet eni **t T\XM®\ i d ^ust before th® snginsp 
overto-ek t̂ie fijsg^m in t^ ^,trw east of th* tuan*if nad he told e&flnsjsm* Barton to ftto; the our** Before resuming the 
*els<£c sijEnstX enA *r»it uxŝ ll f.o fl^gus« fOS* m y ahead. 1!h» 
tpsia m at thst tiae !.v,»v54i- af^at <S ̂ iles h^ur, end Just 
THM the/ 0v&rtf>o& tn*» fI, „* Alsw>*t tSBS*ai*t*lj thereafter 
tha wfe train esse out jf "the tonnei* Re a«l<S that hi© ree-ŝ A 
for fXê glBg from *>on*l.; ^* to avoid th* t*lay of siting until 
7 P*M* &M hfi iaferred frors *>'>.%% th© die^tjseher es-id th&t h* 
wanted him to flsc* Se al^itts'J that h© made s fcist^e in 
êttiisg too olose to tJĵ  fl- '*-cn AMRXNG the point of the attaioen 

Conduotor Oosgrove >f tr.a --?orSr train rfeelved or4#J* Ko.71 
st JMNZY st 1«0S *NL 1 .-fta»t »t«tlon with his trctin 8 
&i*rat®& later. Aft*r unlo^ia^ T T S R - V * ! in a. tunngX' Sst^een 
©̂Efifeld «Ad Ponrld tit* -*or\ ey-rj» iiroae^4«4 to Sofl̂ ld and went on Use Kl4iag for the -,w:oep or *XTMX%&§ mm tr»in« t*> ^®ss. 
At thie tine MMi&ttotvjr O^a^rove &®N% tl^GMN Ssly to Jejutsy 
M a wst-lJOuo,) helper er.fir.e • i vrittea instructions to ̂nold 



•verything at Jannay until tna return of the nor& train to 
that point or until he -ms otherwise instructed* 

JLfter p$@al®^ the trains* at Donald tm nerft. train proeee&ed 
west tet*«rd Jannsy as far ae tunnel IS which ia loo^ted between 
Jtavfleid and tfanney ams aftlaa&ed travel in the tunnel* the tram 
then beaded flosst to a spur track loeatad east of jan&ey ana set 
off all its osy?s vita*, the ^caption of oaa bailaat ear and the 
oabooa^. After loading to&e laliarsrg on thsae carej the train 
at®rtod eeieft Donald at SJ40 pushing, tha ears ahead 
of the engine* 

Akout 5.^00 feet east $t the apur trfteJL afters th«se ears 
*rere «?et sut, th*ire la sn &ut058afci© ftloo& el&n&l ablan. la about 
£,500 feet east ef the spsranae to tunnel 13. Shis uutomtle 
signal i© located on str&l&ht trpc& and e m be seen fro® & train 
approaching fro-a the en at for a distance of approximately 1,600 
f«?et. ton the work tr«ln approved this slg&al it was found 
in the danger position k®& anginama dannon redaosd tpeed &a& 
brought iiia train alaoet to a atop before reaohing it* Conductor 
Caegrove who va*. in Ktm caboose afeaad of the engin©, gave the 
^n^ineer A signal to proceed* end upon reoeivin^ this signal* the 
engineman disregarded tea blo«k aign&l and proceeded vitn his train 

The ̂ ork train ran though the tunnel, fenlt^n Is 514 tmt 
long, at reduced apeed, but upon gorging fro» tfie tunnel ©i^lns* 
sm Qsnnoft opeasa th& throttle and increased tba «p$ad of &le 
Ural.., at gialeh time train $o» 75 w§,a dlaeover^d only a&out 430 
feet 

Conductor Soggrove ®t$ta& tfest he- did not onesrve th* auto-
M A tie signal vest ta tannei 10* $a ha 3 &aen asjplo-yad on this 
ulvlaioa for *oout five years* but m%& he m% not var^ tmlXltxe 
vith the location of the ̂ utotstatio blocks* 3hsn the enginewn 
redttcea spet?d for the purpose of stopping at the signal conductor 
Coagrove looked ahead, *nd noting scasi section S U M working about 
the trs«k he thought the snglnaifian m & stap^iag for that ranson, 

oo^ervin^ that the track «a* claw* lis gave a si®n&X to oorae 
s&sad* ^e a&i<i his train «a« running about ten alio* per hour 
^hen it gsnttsnsa tunnsl IS* tha angliitfsMUfc then radueed speed, 
but i&creassd it £g&ln as soon as ifee t^sin emerged fro« the 
tunnel, and vaa running" sfoout 7 or $ aiilaa 3per hour fften her 
first saw train na» 73* 3« th^n applied tits eiŝ rĝ ney br^e® In 
tha eaboosa ̂ nd the epasd of hie train had teaan redaoad to alsout 
five or six jsiies p#r hour when the aollieion oeourred* 6a saifi 
ha understood hiock signal rulea and &»ev ©let «bea finding 
a ^i^n^l in the danger position he %saa required to %mit fivo 
ainutoa before proaaedins into the Isioê  under proteetlan of * 
fl«̂ *af*n, but he sntirsl^ ̂ verloafead the sljgftal ipeet of the tunnel. 

Snglnestan Ctannon eta Cant U.st he hrou^it his ivm&M to a etor 
whan he saw tls# au tone tie signal at &®n$#r, and Juet m he 
stopped he rsnceivsd a signal froa the ©onduotor to 'com ahead* 
He, look this to stean th*t it «aa all rig^t to proceed* He g&id 
tlifl̂  it vaa cuatoawry wl.e« stopped by a red signal to proceed 



iaiaediately on •somebody's* signal, and when aaJted If 0 0 did 
not understand that he was supposed to send it f%amau ahead 
whoa stopped by an autoaatle hXooK oi$*ml In the dengiejp posi­
tion he replied that m did not toow wh&£ pspevisisno the 
conductor had made, but he considered tho conductors signal 
os sufficient authority for hi® to ©oase ahead* he thought fch#t 
pro?iaion had boon se&de and th*t it was all right to proceed* 
$e a? id Shat he running about 6 silo a per hour when tho 
oslliglon eosurred* did not see train Ho* 93, but the fir®* 
«aa cm lied to him ta stop end ho at osoe applied his bra&a@ in 
eaer^eney* 

Blsp&tehsr Hidden, who was on duty at tho tin* of tho 
aeeidejit* stated theft ardors 71 and ?g ««rf transferred So him 
when he east on tiuty. train IBs. 73 arrivod a* ponaM 
conductor **irnl& and oafcineman Barton signed order at 
p*su, and st th© aaa* tlsw thay reeaivedi. order whieh imnmlltd 
order 72» Conduotor Firaie ia<?»ir*& if ho would b#w rwaain 
at Donald natil 7 p „ j f a . , snd v&« infong*& thai that was ell that 
osuld bo dene for hist, as conductor Gaegrwa eould not bo 
reached* £snduet»r Pimlo then, asfeod v£*rv Oosgrove m o * assd 
tho operator at i7amieyg who was on th* *$*hofie, said that Cdsgrovo's flag t r & $ there. The diepatwhar then inetruotsd tho 
operator at J^nasy ta eoaneet Bor*dtiotor i*lml* with Coejgrove'a 
flaga&n, and thoy talked vita oach other on the diap&toher1® 
(paono P After this conversation, ta *?hieh the dispatcher said 
he did not pay attention« conductor Pir&la- e$ain ashed the 
diap&teher if he would, hp wo to rosaiia at Sfoasld until ? p#&*( and the dispatcher replied thrrt ho did nat too how ho ©mild do 
otherwise unless ho yali:ed as on tho orders ho had he omal$ not 
ride* She dispatcher offi-'i he did n®% tell conductor JPirnie to 
flag, sad off"rod hi& no u&civsvifte&ent to anything: other than 
abide b y hie orders* 

Flagon EteXy atsttd t«v1 it ' sonvaraation with, conductor 
iIrnie he told Plrnle tlv', ri^^uci^ Coojgpowo 3fead ImstruoteS hi» 
to hold everything «?t Janr-py ur." 11 tho voy& train returned to 
that plseo, and ®o f^r *i msv It ̂ ao not goiiŝ  to Bansld. 

Tho direct ^su^e ĉci-Jont was 6he failuro of eon-
ductor JPirnle and er^'ino^.: ^-rton of trala So»?5 to roiasin at 
3on«ld ufttil the fulfill.','--it onlor Bo* 91* or until they hsd 
received srd^rn from *̂ ro"er .*«*.harity permitting them to pp&am&tr 
*h^ir initial violMbn ,f t.,̂  rules waa aggr^vatod by poor 
Jud^nont In running th&lr tria at a r&te of speed which pre­
vented the fiaGButn Zrm \evr^*\, * suffioiant distance In f,dv*mce 
to protsot It propsrl/* 

^cntributinc lseterl^ll/ %o tiio aeoUlaot th* action of 
oonduexor COsgrove s&d en iiiaarn Qennon of the t?or>-^r^i« in 
running their tr~in p.*»gt -»u^o^tic bXmX s i f f i m f %h tlw dwftsor 
posisi^fi, in l̂olft̂ iun oi* tho rules* \ 1 

Previous to A-^^st 1 W i s , tho automfetio blooh sisnoi. 
rules in foreo on thi5 division required a train *o stop bofare 



reaching a signal Is the danger position, and after vmifciag 
one aJtouta, if the signal did not change to the altar or 
caution position in the nseantisoj it nm permit ted to proceed 
to tho nm% &i$aal in advance tysdor the protect!©** of & fla$raa*u 
special order So* addressed to conductors- and anginentettf 
isssasd bj th© superintendent of this division on August l&th# revised this m l * no m to reqyir® that a Sl&^mft ho sent mm& 
isuse&lstely vhen a trala w&e stopped by an autoesati© signal in 
the danger position, the trslu not to tallow the fX&g until 
after the expiration of five minutes, uhloas the signal ohangad 
to oltf&r or oautloat in tho me&ntiaaa* 

Conductor Co strove vaa fa&XXiar with this epooial order, 
as ha had read it #&& a lifted for it* Hagiaeaau fonfton, however, 
knev nothing »tbout the order, as he had never soon it a#r e&gned 
for it, although, it had betn poatad on tho bulletin board for 
X© days prevlws ta the accident* fed this rule been obeyed by 
the crs^ of the ̂ cr% train tho accident would undoubtedly fayve 
be*r. ̂ verted* 

Special elate card rul® So* 1 respires engiaossea And con*-
duetor* to esrsffline isll bulletin bawds and train rcgi^t^rs baforo 
starting out on their runs* Shis rule* W A S evidently ignored by 
en^inaawn daiuton, *his enginastrn had be*n running an eng'ina on 
this division for #btHtt two /ears bat ho h&d cover boon t̂ amlssed 
on the automatic bloe& signs 1 rule/e, hod nov^r boon a b#o*t 
eont* ining «neh rules. said that in a general way he %n«w 
what tha rules required, but ?r»s um*bXo to say how hi® ItnavXed̂ a 

Superintendent Jtolah.">lr stated that %»hen special orders, 
like order #o« 2£3, wre ported on tha bulletin board both englus-
aen *nd oenduotore «<?re repaired to receipt for theis* It i?s«& the -;uty of Vne chief 11epatoner to &nsm that theae receipts *ere 
tainel, and until he heard sn&lnanan ftennoi* testify tha£ he &n«t*r 
r.othing; &b«ut this order an*! had narvar aeon the bloafe ruieo he 
supposed that his receipt for tho special order had boon, obtained 
but upon e&ec&in^ the flatter up witfe the chief dispatcher he found 
tf'&t title w o not she c&ae. 

this investigation disclosed m inexcusable lack of a&p@*> 
vision by the operating officer* of thia division* Ko prer-ar of* 
farti "*rs asd* to instirc that employees understood and obeyed the 
rules, lhat this condition prevails quite generally on sue Chi* 
case, rtiiwaufcee ft St* Paul Esilvty is indicated by tnc prevalence' 
of similar lox Aethoda which were found to exist on other divi&n&s 
of ib**i railroad in connectian ^llh inv«ati|^tioni. of pravi-ue 
eccldentsa notably tne ho?d«9nd eo Ills Ion at Corliss, »'Js** on 
^oecAbsr o$ 1311, and tha rt^r*end eellislon at ^inn«, 
on Dcoe^aor 13, Vll* Xn the rô g»rts oa tiaasa oolite ion a, atton* 
ti»'U »ms spaolfieally called to tmgt uncaf® operfetinc aetfeottg, 
and e®rooi£?lly in the report on t&e oaesea »roa^ 5?h«reli5 it ves 
jai'i ttfiftt "tJten© snould be taken at ̂ eo to »m tn«t eaployreo 
.-î ve « »'or>,ing hnovladge of tno rwlaa, ̂ nd that they obey i h f i s * * 
*hU actsioiiition h»s apparently had little effect upon the respon* 
&ibl«s mm&ln$ officers of thi® r#ilroad* 


