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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
CHICASO, MILWAUKEE & ST. DAUL RAILROAD AT
FARMINGTON, MINN., MARCH 4, 1920.

April 28, 1920

On Marcn 4, 1920, tnere wes a rear-end colllslon be-
tween twe frelgnt trains on tne Crlicago, Mllwaukee & St. Paul
Railroed at Farmington, Minn., wnlen resulted 1n tne deatn of
one persoh carried under contract. After investigatlon of
trnils accildent tue Calef of the Bureau of Safety reports as
folleows:

Ine Iowa and Minnesota Dlvision 1s a slngle track
line extendlng beteen Austin, Minn., and St. Paul, Minn., a
distance of 100 miles. Tralne are operated by time-table,
trailn orders and a matiual block signal system. Between Comus
and Rosemount, 27 mllrg, wltain wnlcn territory tris accldent
occurred, tne tract 1s used Jointly witn tne Chlcago, Rock
Island & Pacific Dallroad.

Tne point of aceldent was 350 feet east of tne sema-
pnorz slgnal at tne gtation, or nearly 4,700 feet inslide the
vyard 1inits. The trac.. 18 tangznt for about 5,000 fest, wltn
a descending ercde of .18% tnrougnout tnls dAlstance. A severe
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snowstorm was raging at tne tlme of tne accident.

Westbouna freignt train extra 4129, of tne Canicago,
Milwaukcc & St. Paul Railroed, conslsted of 22 cers and 2 ca-
booses, hauled by englno 4129; several of tne cars were lmml-
Lrent cars, conteining passengere. Tnls traln was en route
from Austin to 8t Foul, ond was 1n charge of Conductor Bartley
end Enginemon Anderson. It departod from Austin ~1t 1.30 ».m.,
passed Castle Rocl, tiae last open telegrapn station, ©.8 miles
eagt of Formington, at 10.44 p.m., ond then stalled In tne snow.
Tne first 12 care were token te Fermington and placed on tne
storage track, after vnicn a nelper engine was sccured and the
crew recturncd for tne remalnder of tae train. Upon arriving
at Farmington tale portion of tiae train wes brougnt to a stop
on tne maln line at about 1.20 a.m. After a snort delay tne
traln storted to move aueerd, prepnrstory to becking into a pass-
ing track, but etelled in tne snow witn tne rcar of tne caboose
uoout 360 feet east of tne semapnore. Wnlle etanding at thias
point tne train vee struck by cxtro 1656

Westbound freleat traln extrse 1656, of tne Cnlcago,
Rock Ialend & Pocific Rallroed, consisted of 28 cars, 6 of wnicn
were imalgrant carg, and a ceboose, heulcd by englne 1656. It
was en route from Menly, Ia., to Invergrove, Minn., end was 1n
cnarge of Conductor Flelds and Enginemen Foaman. Orn account
of tne storm all of tne cars except the 6 immigrant cars and
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tne caboose vere set out at an lntermedlate station. Extra

16566 arrived at Castle Rock at about 12.25 a.m., wnere 1%t was
neld on account of extra 4129 being stalled in tne block. Be-
fore departing from Castle Rock at about 1.355 a.m., two traln
ordere vere delivered to tne crew, togetner wlin a clearance

card stating tnat tne block was clear. At about 1.50 a.m., .
trnle train collided witn tne rear end of extre 4128 at Farming-
ton wanile running at a spesd estimated to nave been betwecn 2C
and 30 mllzs an hour.

Tac two cabooscs of extro 4128 were practically de-
nolisnzd and tne Laree rear curs badly damaged, wnlle slight
damage wrg suctaluicd by engine 1658, Tne man kllled had re-
turned to tne caboose for tne purporse of getting nls overcoat.

Tanesre wore 18 men riding, on cxtra 4129, 1n cnarge of
several i1mmisrent cors, six of waom were riding witn the train
crew in tne second caboosa wille obtners were asleep in cars in
tnoe forwerd pesrt ol the traln. Wnen tne rear vortion of the
troin arrived et Prrminiton 1t was stopped on tne main llne near
the station and tno conductor seld tnet they would get out and
get gometnin~g to cat. All of tne men in tne cnboose nad gotten
off for tnle purposc nd tne cobooge was lockcd; Conductor
Bartley considered tict ie apd discnarged nls p.ssengers and
tnercfore tnrt ne vas nat governaed by tne provisions of rule
93-A. Tals rule rz-«lg ag follove:

Witoin yard limits, tralns carrylng Dassengers
must be protected at all timeg #s prescribed by Rule
99: otacr tralns and ynrd engines must, durlng foggy
or ctormy weat..er or wners tric view 1s obscure, be
protacted in tars rome monner, Yard limits wlll be
deegirnatcd vy vard limlt slgns or by speclal instrue-
tionr on t.ie Lime-table.

At esteotione tnere yords are not deflned by yard
11mt sasns o rpecial lastructions, all trains using
main trees moat be nrotaected as prescribed by Ruvle 89

Tnz conductor argertod tnat ne could sges swrten lignts wnicn wer
more toan 4,000 feet dlestant, and tunerefore tuat ne was not re-
qulred to prot-c¢t anle train on account of tne weatner conditions
After tiue men nad 1cft toe cabooee re vent Into tae yard office
and recelved 1lnetructions to tic up nis train. Just after
ctortain, to put tas treln avay on a gilding ne ssw extra 1656
approcening waea 1t ves more tnan one mile dlstant, goave a gig
nal to nroceed slowly, and wnen ne reallzed tnet 1t was run-
nlag at a comparctively nlgn rote of steed gave emergency stop
gignals, but no ettention was pnid to taem. Anong ine speclal
rules 1n tne timetable ~pplicnble to tals subdivision 1s » rule
walen stotes tnot bDlock siinel rule 319-4 applics to several



strtione, one of tulen is Fermington. Rule 319-A reeds as
followg:

Wnen o troin other tnen a pascenger train 1s in-
gidr tre outer svitcnre ~t certaln block stnlions,
1nalcnated by time tsole, 1t may oe reported acs arrived,
nrovided tonr oncrator nre geon tne markers or nag been
notificd by tuc confuctor tart all of uls troin is in-
s1cc tns erlitenzg, Following traings may be glven a
2lceor slgnol, cxeopt tnoet 1f o vaseenger train is to
cater tne oloeck it must move a Fermissive Cerd (Form C).

Conductor B-rtley tnourut thot tras rule covered tne situatlon
fully.

Tio crev of extra 16586 reecived a clcearance card at
Ceetle Hocl wnicn rtetced tact tne block was clear. After de-~
poriing froem tinst pornt tne onginemen vare unable to zee anytning
on ccecount of Lluc ¢torw, as -ell ag enow tnrown up by tne engine
wien encountrring Crifts. Sn occount of enow blowlng into tne
cab and tvernin’ 1.%0 cteem voen ~triking tne beller 1t wes found
Improcticoblae o wnve tao windowe cwen and tae engineman wasg un-
able to tell ti: location or nie treln, tne windows beling
coverced witn gne'r nad ice. AL one point, tninklng tnat he was
spproacaing F orain, ton, he saut off eterm ond opened a window;
ne wvoe cbout teo aphly tae alr prelkes waen Tae engine struck an-
oTuaer drift oré o~ tnen coneluded tnat the traln was stlll some
distance from Frrmiuagton ond shut tne window. Wnen he fnournt
tac train ncc rbout reacned tue station mile board ne agaln
snut off gtzsm rnd no’t Juet ooplicd tae brakers vitn the inten-
tleon of stopnins »n  finding out tne cxoet locetlon of als
Troin wiozn o col’lglon occurred. None of tne tnree men on
tn: engine n~d neoiced tas angine pass over tne evitencs at tne
entrance vo twur, v 7, or tvo gtreet crogseings, neltner nad tne
enginenan notice® cirs an tar passing trock perallcling tne
main troclk. Altn u .. lae encineman tnougat tne clearence card
mernt tnet tac tr-cf£ wos cle-r from tne block signel at Cretle
Roclk to ire hloeh slgn=l et Frrminston, ne wng net expecting to
sncounter o Ilamior 1n cose tae track wes occupled, end gald
tnat ze tully uvndzrctood taet nc snould neove nad nle traln under
czatrol ond enould rot aeve exceede” tne timctable epeed restric.
tion of ~1pat n1lec an aour tnrouza Fermington.

Y ie accicent vop gpourad by tne follure of E-ginceman
Franen, ol extra 10 66, to oodecrte nls Graln under nroper control
in accord.nce ~1%.. tig requlrement: of rules 83 and 925, ond by
tne feilure of Cr . luctor Bortley, of extra 4128, to protect nls
trein in sccordanc~ viti1 tne provieions of rule 93-A.

Uader rul- €3 czxitrn tireoing are required to move within
vard limite prew-ored to ctoo wnlers the mein trock 1s geen or



krniovr. To be clear, wnile under rule 825 all traing must approacn
statione, yards, etc., 1u fozg, or estormy westner under control,
proceeding onl: as L-e way 18 knovn to ve clear. Taese rules,
as well a8 Tno tlmetablz gpeed rectriction of elznt miles an
nour, were noJ oosgerved by Er ginenar Fgaman on sccount of the .
fact tnet e beceme logt 1n t.e storm. Waen 2ls trein de-
parted Treom CTostle Jloclk r» ¥new tast trnere was a train anead

of rir, ~nd 2lse tiat taere war a Joard at Formington wnlcn ne
o5 reoulred So aporoaca und-cr full contiol, Urder tnese clr-
camstaicce, oad 1n vicv of tuae wzataner condliiongs 2xlsting, it
wee pariicell "rly aeceesary tn~t nc egnoald exircler unusual care
in zre oneraticor of Yg trein. Too tiro sections of extrs 412¢
aac rvzen neulad inte Ternington snd nandliczd sroperly notwitn-
gtondin. toc alvercer veontner condlolons, and rad E-ngineman
Fenman cxercice’ bdooper efre 1n mandllng nils Srain tnls acel-
dent would N0T Live oceurred.

T cpe vog o oride diffcrence of ovinicn asg €o tne range
0% vi~leor under t.e coties gordltions Drevelllng at tae time
of *ae (c21dcus, T tebtimetcs vergsing from 40 fzzt to one malc.
Toc rocy avrngom~n of crxteor 4120 ghrted tnat at timce ne cculd

i tirice ne could rnot see ine

lengtn of nls crooore.  Accoriins to tas records of tne weatner
burecu 1t 81, Pul, 2E8.7 riles froa Formington, it vegan to
gnow cerly 1n e nerning of Morea &, and gtoyoed ai apout
¢.1% a.n., HWore, 4, tie egnow boding llgnt end Srifting and
Tae 101l Lein; €.9 1ircnes. Tal= sno'r was £cceo . panied by o
vind warcsa 1nerceraad 1n veloeity untail ao 1.37 a.or., Ueren 4,
1t ves 52 mleeg an sour, wilita ine terperaturse cbouat zero. Tue
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gage o Teraln lon, tr - .4

invgctigotion olgo f3r ioscd 28t on accounc of tne storm extra
4128 nod o .ove L. o fsgortionee of ornctucr enrire in nandling
tonz zecTlors 07 27 Train at I-rmiagtern; crtr- 1653 vas en-
countcrizy driite _.ooJon following extra 4120 witaln o snort

T . 0
gpacc oF Time, cxi 1288 zald reoccrved ordéers to ~oflet
3 o ¢

trair Ne, 63 1 . _ ot of t.z srovoat Bosecount, 7.2

milege boyond Frromarn Trn, nd Teol Tol 84 que to leove
Faramngton at 1.5C » w., nod or a4 enrialled. 1t 18 tnercfore
clcarly ~.oerent tont storny to-ti1-r wag nravelling witnan

tne neaning of rule ©3-4, ond tarcT cxtre 412%, resg-vdless of
wngincer 10 st1ll corzaed Lose2rlcrs, soould 1ave been bProtectec
wnile ocergying tuc -eoin Lrac'. ot Formangton. Conductor

Bartley's view torc sle Srein red cerged To b 2 Sruin carry-

1M Doaslenser™ 18 U borne out by tone T-cts, g =sone of tne

mea 1n canrze of im-azront crre werc slegping in the forwerd
portion of tze trei.. Hol tnls train beer preperl; protected .
by fleg e regure” 27 tre rales, tue scciden:t rnlsat nave

bec. averted.

fretiier-n Foeomarn entered tae service of tre C A.I.
& P R R aef ac cugirernan ia 191C, Conducter Fieclds was on-
vioyed p, tne O M & SBt.P R.R. ag a Jregensn 1. 1807, »nd promoted



time of tne coccident tne records

to conducter in 1912. At tne
-are clanr

of beta of Tacse ermlroyanre w

Tae crew of extra 1656 aad becn on duty about 9 ncurs,
cfter pericde off Auty vearging from B-1/2 anurs to about 45
nsurs Jerdacteor Bertley acd peen on duty gbout 12-1/2 ncurs,
cfter arvaing beoen off duty for scverel days.

ine manual binek ayseten 1g 1n use on tnig reilroad

petrrecn Bouta Lasne »elis and Remsey, 98.8 miles  Under manual
black ~ulc &1%-A ¢ zleonr gignal or o clecrancs card stating tnat
toe vloex 1e ¢leor cen oe 1ssucé to any trolin exXcept » possen-
fer treova vrea tonc »recedirng train nas been repcrted as i1n-
g1de Tre nuber swltcones of certoin strtiong decignated in the
tiretable. Inclufing Soutn Minrncapclis and Ransey, tnerc are
€0 stetisne naved 1u tne tinctsable, to only 6 of waien rule
019-A apolizs. In accerdrnce witl toig rule tne crew cf extra
168% wng gaven ¢ clecrancc coard waicn stated tnat tne block was
clcor, wacn og a Totter of foet tac bleck at tnat time wons cccu-
plcd by extrs 4122, ¥Yoen o clcarance card 1e Jessued wnicn
stetee speciflenlly Soot tie block 1: clear, 1t saculd be sus-
ceptiblec of bubt cne intororetotion. We conciticn siculd exlst
wvnerein o crew con rrcelve o clearence corc govorning a certain
block and %rcwr tast 1t asaac tie bl-ock 1s ¢leer, ond ot tne
gniraince to tuie noxt blegk reccive & eillar clcarance card

ard net know wictsner tnat blPC{ 1¢ ¢lear ~r 2ccuzicd by & pre-

ceding traan Pocrmigeive rovenente being ~llowed, tne cangers
wrlslne Trom a ruvle of tnis I1nd arc epoarent, stepme should be
Token L1nmedierT2ly T2 1nsure tnat o clecrence ﬂﬂrd gteting o
vlrex 1s clery grell n~t be 1ssucd unless wne blnck reforred to
is actuelly cleor ~f oll troing, reoperdless of class or direc-
tion



