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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILWAY AND THE MINNEA­
POLIS & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD AT FERRY, IOWA, ON JULY 
30, l b 2 1 . 

September 2$, 1931. 

On July 30, 1931, tnere was a s ide c o l l i s i o n 

between a f r e i g h t t r a m of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St . 

P a u l Railway and a passenger t r a m of the Minneapol is &. 

St . Louis R a i l r o a d at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the t racks of 

these r a i l r o a d s at P e r r y , Iowa, viiich r e s u l t e d m the death 

of 1 employee. This acc ident was i n v e s t i g a t e d m con­

junct - with r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Board of Rc -umad Com -

miss ioners of the State of Iowa, and as a r e s u l t o f t h i s 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n the Chief of tne bureau of Safety r e p o r t s as 

f o l l o w s ; 

Locat ion and method of o p e r a t i o n , 

ffihat p a r t of the Iowa D i v i s i o n of the Chicago, 

Milwaukee & St . Paul Rai lway on which t h i s accident o c c u r r ­

ed extends between Atkins l a r d and Perry l a r d , Iowa, a d i s ­

tance of 131.6 m i l e s . I t i s a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e over which 

t r a m s a r e opera ted by t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and an 

automatic b l o c k - s i g n a l system. Approaching the c r o s s i n g 

from the eas t on t h i s r a i l w a y , there i s about 1/2 mile of 

tangent , f o l l o w e d by a s l i g h t r e v e r s e curve extending to 

w i th in about 300 f e e t of the c r o s s i n g , beyond which po int 

the t rack i s tangent f o r some d i s t a n c e . 

That p a r t of the second d i s t r i c t of the C e n t r a l 

D i v i s i o n of the Minneapol i s & St . Louis R a i l r o a d on which 

t h i s accident o c c u r r e d extends between Fort Dodge and Des 
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tooines, Iowa, a d i s tance of 88.5 m i l e s , and i s a s i n g l e -

t rack l i n e over which t r a m s are o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e 

and t r a m o r d e r s , no D l o c k - s i g n a l system b e i n g in use . 

Approaching the p o i n t of acc ident from the west on t h i s 

r a i l r o a d the track i s tangent f o r more than 1 m i l e , the 

grade i s near ly 1 per cent descending for a d is tance of 

about 3,000 f e e t , f o l l o w e d by a s l i g h t l y ascending grade 

eEtendmg beyond the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t , 2,000 f e e t d i s ­

tant* 

Stop boards are l o c a t e d bes ide the t r a c k s of 

eacl a i l r o a d , m both d i r e c t i o n s , 400 fetot f r - ~he cross 

m g . There i s no i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t at t h i s p o i n t , and 

the automatic b lock system of the Chicago , Milwaukee & St . 

Paul Railway i s not a f f e c t e d by the movement of t r a i n s of 

the Minneapol is & St . Loui s R a i l r o a d over the c r o s s i n g . 

The weather was foggy at the time o f the a c c i a e n t , which 

o c c u r r e d at about 6.10 a.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St . Paul westbound f r e i g h t 

t r a i n e x t r a 8653 c o n s i s t e d of 50 c a r s and a caboose , h a u l ­

e d by engine 8653, and was in charge of Conductor C l a r k 

and Engmeman McLuen. I t a r r i v e d at Perry at 6.00 a.m. 

and a f t e r s topping f o r the c r o s s i n g proceeded over the 

c r o s s i n g and a g a i n s topped at an automatic s i g n a l l o c a t e d 

about 685 f e e t west of the cross ing . E x t r a 8653 then p r o ­

ceeded, en route to the y a r d , and was moving at a spged 

of about 4 mi les an hour when the 33rd and 24th c a r s m 



the t r a i n were s t r uck o n the c r o s s i n g by M i n n e a p o l i s & 

St L o u i s t r a m No. 4 . 

M i n n e a p o l i s &. S t . L o u i s eas tbound p a s s e n g e r 

t r a m Mo. 4 c o n s i s t e d o f 1 m a i l c a r , 1 b a g g a g e c a r , 1 

coach , 1 c h a i r car , and 1 Pul lman s l e e p i n g c a r , h a u l e d 

by eng ine 216, and was i n c h a r g e o f Conduc tor McGiven 

and Engmeman B r o o k s . I t l e f t Grand J u n c t i o n , I o w a , 

1 5 , 6 m i l e s f rom Per ry and the l a s t s c h e d u l e d s t o p p i n g 

p o i n t , at 5 .25 a . m . , 3 minu tes l a t e , and s t r u c k e x t r a 

8653 on t h e c r o s s i n g a t P e r r y w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed 

e s t i i u ^ e d b j the c r e w o f t h e p a s s e n g e r t r a i n t o i.d,ve been 

acout 10 m i l e s an hou r . 

The 22nd, 2 3 r d and 24th c a r s o f t h e f r e i g h t 

t r a i n ; e r e d e r a i l e d ana c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged, w h i l e e n g i n e 

316 went p a r t way down the embankment, but r e m a i n e d i n an 

u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n , None o f t he c a r s i n the p a s s e n g e r t r a i n 

was d e r a i l e d . The employee k i l l e d was o f f du ty , b e i n g 

s t ruck by one of t he d e r a i l e d f r e i g h t c a r s . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e , 

Tne f i r s t the members o f t he c r e w o f e x t r a 8653 

knew o f the a c c i d e n t was when the a i r b r akes on t h e i r t r a i n 

.nexe a p p l i e d i n emergency , aue t o the b r e a k i n g o f t he t r a i l 

l i n e as a r e s u l t o f the a c c i d e n t . T h e i r e s t i m a t e s i n ­

d i c a t e d t h a t on account o f the f o g the v i e w was r e s t r i c t e d 

t o about 400 f e e t . 

Engmeman c r o c k s , o f t r a m No. 4 , e s t i m a t e d 

the speed o f h i s t r a m in the v i c i n i t y o f t h e m i l e board, 

which i s aoout 1 m i l e f rom tne c r o s s i n g , t o have been 
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about 40 m i l e s an hour . According to h i e statements be 

made a s l i g h t a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r brakes a t t h i a 

p o i n t and then r e l e a s e d them, t h i s b e i n g m the nature 

of a running t e s t . When about 1/3 mile from the cros s -

m g he made an 18-pouna a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r b r a k e s , 

keeping them a p p l i e d u n t i l the speed was reduced to about 

13 mi les an h o u r . He s a i d that i f ne had l e f t the brakes 

a p p l i e d the t r a m would have s topped and not knowing 

that he was c l o s e to the caroasing he r e l e a s e d the brakes 

and had p l a c e d the b r a t e v a l v e in the running p o s i t i o n 

when he saw the stop b o a r d and at once p l a c e a the brake 

v a l v e in the emergency p o s i t i o n and r e v e r s e d the engine, 

he d i d not , however, th ink that the a u x i l i a r y r e s e r v o i r s 

had had time to r e c h a r g e . Engmeman brooks s a i d he saw 

the f r e i g h t t r a m as h i s own t r a m p a s s e d the stop b o a r d 

ana, e s t imated the speed of h i s t r a m at t h i s time at 13 

mi les an hour, and at about 10 mi les an hour whe^ the 

acc ident occurred . 

Fireman Hamtnill s a i d he had been working on the 

f i r e and d i d not know much about how the t r a m was handled 

approaching the c r o s s i n g except that he krijprc of two brake 

a p p l i c a t i o n s p r i o r to the emergenoy a p p l i c a t i o n ; the f i r s t 

of these w a s a running t e s t about a mile from the cros s ing 

Conductor McGiven h a d f e l t the brakes a p p l i e d in the 

v i c i n i t y of the mile b o a r d and then r e l e a s e d , he d i d not 

no t i ce any other a p p l I C a £ i a o . The es t imates of these em­

p l o y e e s as to the speed at the time of the acc ident agreed 
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w i t h t h a t o f E n g m e m a n Brooks , w h i l e t h e s t a t e m e n t s o f 

a ^ l the members o f the c r e s arere t o the e f f e c t t h a t t h e 

brakes w e r e i n p r o p e r o p e r a t i v e c o n d i t i o n a t a l l t i m e s . 

C o n c l u s i o n s , 

T h i s aaaxdent was caused by the f a i l u r e o f E n g m e ­

man c r o o k s , o f t r a i n No. 4, t o o p e r a t e h i s t r a i n so a s t o 

be a b l e t o stop a t t h e stop b o a r d p r o t e c t i n g t h e c r o s s i n g . 

A c c o r d i n g to Engmeman B r o o k s , he had made an 18 -

pound a p p l i c a t i o n o f the a i r b r a k e s , r e d u c i n g the speed 

o f h i s t r a i n f rom 40 t o about 13 m i l e s an h o u r , and had 

tnen m l e a s e d t h e b r a k e s because he d i d not knu»v he #as 

so c l o s e t o the c r o s s i n g . A f t e r r e l e a s i n g the b r a k e s 

he sajf the s top o o a r a and then made an emergency a p p l i c a ­

t i o n and r e v e r s e d t h e e n g i n e , but was o n l / a b l e t o reduce 

t h e speed t o 10 m i l e s an h o u r . The c o n d i t i o n o f t h e 

wreckage i n d i c a t e s t n a t t h e 1 0 - m i l e - a n - h o u r e s t i m a t e as 

t o t h e s p e e d o f t r a i n No , 4 a t t h e t ime the a c c i d e n t 

o c c u r r e d undoubted ly i s t h e minimum e s t i m a t e , ana i t i s 

p r o b a b l e t h a t the speea o f t h e t r a i n .vas h i g h e r than 

has been e s t i m a t e d . Engine man b rooks was a c q u a i n t e d w i t h 

t he p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s su r round ing t n i s p o i n t , ana t h e r e 

were l a n d maifcs, i n c l u d i n g a b r i d g e about 1/4 m i l e f rom 

the c r o s s i n g , which s h o u l d have e n a b l e d hire t o ae t e rmine 

h i s l o c a t i o n w i t h s u f f i c i e n t accuracy to s top h i s t r a m 

•at the r e q u i r e d p o i n t . 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n d e v e l o p e d t h a t the c r o s s i n g at 

which t h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d i s no t p r o t e s t e d by any form 

o f f i x e d s i g n a l s o t h e r than the s t op b o a r d s l o c a t e d on 



each r a i l r o a d 400 f e e t from the c r o s s i n g . Excluding 

frequent y a r d movements, there i s an average movement 

over t h i s c r o s s i n g in a 24—n our p e r i o d of 30 t r a i n s of 

the Chicago , Milwaukee & St . Paul ha i lvay d-nd 14 t r a i n s o 

the Minneapol i s & St . Louis R a i l r o a d . T r a f f i c of such 

density at a c r o s s i n g of t#o r a i l r o a d s at grade warrants 

the i n s t a l l a t i o n of an i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t , i n o r d e r that 

f u l l p r o t e c t i o n may oe & i v e n to t r a i n s moving over the 

c r o s s i n g . 

A l l the employees i n v o l v e d >vere experienced, men; 

none of them haa been on autj in v i o l a t i o n of any of the 

p r o v i s i o n s of the hours of s e r v i c e law. 


