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IRT=RSTATE CQMITELRCE CCIMISSTOXN

RIPO™T OF THT DIRIGTOR 07 TUE »U-w.07 07 S.TTTY I RE
IIVTSTIGATION OF AT ACCTDLED UNLTAT OCHJo 2D 0N THT
CTTIC CN, RULLIITOT & QUILLY RaILIOAD A0 WYATET, ILL.,
O AUGUST 22, 1925,

September Z7, 1926.

To the Commission:

On Augugt 22, 1926, there was 2 derasilment of a
freight trsin on the Chigego, Rurlirgton & quinecy Pazl-
rozd At Wyanet, 111., resaloing in “he death of seven
trespassers and ftne 1njury of Tour lrespassers.

r

Locatinn and method of operztion

Thig accident occurred on thaet part of the Aurora
Division, Illinois District, extending belween Aurcra and
Gelesburg, I1l., a distance of 124.6 wrles, in lhe viecin-
1ty of the point of accident this 1s a ccuble-trick line
over whieh trains are operated by time-teble, train
orders and an aulomatic block-signal systou Trne accident
occurred near the west swibteh of tle eastoound passing
track at VWyanet, approaching the point of accidenl from
the west the track i1s tangent for nearly 1 mile, while the
grade 13 undulating, being practically level =% the point
of derailment. The track 1s lard v-th 100-pound raxls,
33 Teet in length, tie-plated, and bailasted with crushed
gravel, the treck 15 well-maintained,

The weather was clear at the time of the accident,
which occurred at about 10.57 a.n.

Descraption

Eastbound freight train Wo. 70 consisted of 55 cars
and 8 caboose, hauvled by engine 49063, and was in charge
of Conductor Weidenhamer and Enginemsn [lonlerhoff. Thas
train passed Buda, the last open office, 5.9 miles west
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of Wyanet, at 10.44 a.m., according to the train sheet,
and waile traveling at a speed estimated to have been
about 30 miles an hour the 35th car in the train, a
tank car, GATX 20072, was derailed near the west switch
of the eastbound passing track.

Thairteen cars in all viere derailed, four of them
being demolisned, only one car ahead of FATX 20072 was
derailed and 1t was not badly damaged. The trespassers
k1lled and injured were riding on the tank car.

Summary of evidence

Examination of the track disclosed the first marks
to be on the crossing planks of Locust Street, located
Just west of the switch, these marks being on the out-
si1de of the south rail near tne switeh, continuving for
a short distance beyond the switech to the point at
wihlch the derailment occurred, the merks apparently
were made by column bolts striking the erossing planks
and ties. Inspection of tank car GATI 20072 disclosed
that the bottom arch bar on the right side of lhe for-
ward truck was broken just bock of the Journal box. 4&n
old flaw, which covered about onc~-fifth of the cross-
sectional area of the arch-bar, was plainly visible from
the under side, but could not have been detected by
ordinery inspection with the truck in normel position.
The colurm bolts bore esvidence of having scrapcd the
ties and crossing plonks.

Ilone of the members of the crew was cware of ony-
thing wrong prior to the accident, at which time the eoar
brakes applicd in emergency, due to the derailment; they
estimated the speced of their train to have becn about
30 miles an hour at the time of the egceident.

Car Foreman Gustafson cnd Derrick Foreman Johnson
inspected the derziled ceors cfter the accident ond they
were of the opinion that the cceident was ccused by the
broken areh bar on the tank cor; elso, thet the creh bor
broke es & result of the old flaw in the metel. Car
Foreman Gustafson further steted thot he found no evi-
dence of hot boxes, hot whcels, or other dcfects that
could have ceused or contributed to the zccident, rnd



Derrick Foremon Johnson wes of the opinion that when
the crch bar broke the body strap scgged ond permait-
ted the coiumn bolts to strike the tics.

Ccneclusions

This cccident woas ccused by o broken crech bor.
All of the employces involved wjere cxXperienced
men. At the time of the accident they hod been on duty
less than 3 hours, prior to ivvhaich they hrd been off
duty more theon 24 aours.
Resnecetfully submitted,
V. P. BORLAND,

Director.



