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INTERSTATE O C u C I E R C E C0J3IISSIGN 

REPORT OP THE DIRECTOR OP THE BUREAU CF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION CP AN ACCIDE/T '-HICK OCCURRED ON THE 
CFICACO, BURLINGTON & QUINOY RAILROAD NEAR THORNTON, 
TVVQc , ON APRIL L , 1323. 

Hay 6, 1926. 

To i/he Commission: 
On April 1, 1926, there was a nar-ead colli­

sion cet Teen a freight train and a passenger tram on 
the Chicago, Burjington & Qumcy Railroad near Thornton, 
T.yo., resulting m tne death of one live-stocjc care­
taker, and the injury of two employees. 

Locat ion and method of operation 
This accident; occuned on tne Eagemont and 

Gillette Subdivision oi the Sheridan Division, extending 
oetween Edgemout, s = D., and Gillette, V'yo., a distanee 
of 121.06 miles, m the vicinity o f the point of accident 
thin is a single-track line over wmch trains are oper­
ated by time-to t i e , train ordeis, and a manual block-
signal system. The accident occurred about 2 79 feet east 
of the east sw^tcn of tho passing tracK at Thornton, 
approaenmg the point of axciaent from tne west tne 
track is tangent for more t n m 3 miles, while the grede 
for eestbomd tiams is 0.4 per cent ascending at tne 
point of accidmt. 

There was a heavy snow storm at the time of 
the accident, which occurred at about 5.0b p.a. 

De script ion 

Eastbound second-clacs freight tram No. 80 
consisted of 53 cars and a. caboose, .aaulea by engine 2556, 
pnd WES m ennrge oi Conductor E^ton and Engineman Guyot. 
At Gillette, 41.09 miles west of Thornton, the crew re­
ceived copy of tr^in order No. 33, Form 19, reading m 
p*rt as follows-

"No 80 run ahead of No 42 
Gillette to Uoton ****» 



Upton is 7.19 miles east of Thornton. Tram No. 80 de­
parted from Gillette at 3.30 p.m., according to the train 
sheet, 1 hour and 50 minutes late, passed Moorcroft, 28.02 
miles beyond and the last open office, at 4.20 p.m., 1 
hour and 35 minutes late, passed Thornton, a closed office, 
13.07 miles from Moorcroft, at about 5.04 p.m., one minute 
behind the departing tuie of tram No. 42, and on reaching 
a point approximately 3,600 feet east of the station at 
Thornton, while traveling, at a speed estimated to nave 
been about 30 miles an hour, its rear end was struck by 
tram No. 42. 

Eastbound passenger tram No. 42 consisted of 
three baggage cars, one mail car, one business car, one 
smoking car, one chair car, one dining car, one Pullman 
sleeping car, and one pullman observation car, hauled by 
engine 2974, and was m charge of Conductor Hammond and 
Engmeman Eradford. At Gillette the crew received copy 
of tram order No. 33, Form 19, previously referred to, 
together with a clearance card and a permissive card; the 
clearance card called attention to the permissive card, 
which contained instructions to proceed, expecting to find 
trnn No. 80 m the block between Gillette and Rozet, 15.27 
miles east of Gillette. Tram No. 42 departed from 
Gillette at 3.49 p.m., on time, it passed Rozet at 4.13 
p.m., on time, at which point another clearance card and 
permissive card were received., the permissive card con­
taining instructions to proceed, expecting to find t ram 
No. 80 m the block between Rozet and Moorcroft, 12.75 
miles east of Rozet. Tram No. 42 arrived at Moorcroft 
pt 4.30 p.m., at which point a clearance card and also a 
permissive c^rd were agam received, the permissive card 
containing instructions to proceed, expecting to find 
tram No. 80 m the block between iloorcroft and Upton, 
20.26 miles east of Moorcroft, Tram No. 43 departed 
from Moorcroft at 4.36 p.m., on time, and shortly after 
passing Thornton, while traveling in :? blinding snow 
storm it a speed of 44 miles an hour, according to the 
speed-recorder tape, collided with the rear end of train 
No. 80. 

The caboose of train No. 80 was telescoped by 
the stock car ahead of it for a. distance of about 24 feet, 
while the two cars ahead of the stock car were derailed 
a.nd practically demolished. Engine 2974 wa.s derailed but 
remained upright on the roadbed, at a point 464 feet from 
the point of collision with its ne^d end considerably 
dama.ged. The tender ana the first pair of wheels of the 
forward truck of the first car in tram No. 42 were also 
derailed,. 
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Su w r y o" evidence 
Cond^c Entail, of t n n ¥o. 8 0 , st ted that 

a light s n c ei - i n P F . S encountered when ]caving Kara, 
located o L.3 M Lies at oT Tg omton, at wnica tire nis 
wo i riding m tee ouwola of tho Cc ooose, he mat rue ted 
the fligr .n to mgi': tae mirters, winch w s done, and 
he sua + i^t in it ion the f]--grim pi""1 eel a li gated 
fuse^ en ths ewm end o f tne caboose* B.fcre reading 
Thornton trie s x o i T i ^rew intense, and Cceduetor Eaton 
so.id ne jent one o n ube T C P T tiftfoxn of ;he caboose and 
tnreiiV off " xcn-mmite fiacc, this oetng done shortly 
after the xr^in n^d reached t1 r t m g m t tr^ck icproach-
m g Threat on and ̂ t a po en wuicb ,»ou"id locate it as being 
2 , 0 0 0 feet we?: of tne wê -t tiiie bo"ic, this fusee was 
baf"unrig r. ̂ c.i he last saw it, nis visnon to tne rear being 
restricted to -'bout 1 5 0 to SCO fset on "'ocount of uhe 
storn. Corcuotor E*xcn iiteiw^ras w^nt irr.ide tne - ca­
boose and ur into t^e cueola iibi F L i ^ m CliwLm, saying 
that the glox^ frci m e oumtng fusee on the rear of the 
caboose mleriered witn ins 'msion and tn^t in view c± 
this it \fn s oooeiole to oeo .ruer cotter from the rear 
wmacw of tne raplr. S-iertly ^ftcr passing Tacrnton, 
wnile traveling at speed of nboot " 0 mips in hour, 
the i l v ^ r sheoxed a /nming, of dauigei, and I U B U P G Con-
oucior C^ten jnrpod the accident occurred* Conductor 
E"-tun further stated tn^t he triouJit trim No., 4.2, on 
enoountrung m e s.iow stoirr, would follow under control 
pi op~red to stop, and as his t r r m wis traveling at a 
good rite of speed, at no tire less tru 2 5 niles an 
hour, he di a not mirk ic would be necesciry to throw 
off enotur-r faoc1 urnl it beg n to reduce soeed when 
approichirg Upton. 

Fligimri Cl^phm, of tram No. B 0 , st-ted that 
he looked br'ck -just ^iner passing the eao-t station board 
at T > n rncl ~t th^t tirre could see turn He. 4 3 coning 
through tar cut ̂ t the top of Ilcorcioft nil], according 
to this statement there was o d: S L ^ I C C o± ibout 2 niles 
between tne t m m s 't this time, Shortlv afterwirds, 
owing to the sn^w stoim ahead ne lighted the markers 
and xhen got b'ce m tie cuool"1^ H n e^id tint on re"ch-
m g a pomt -uviut 2 miles west o f Thornton, Coaauctor 
Erton s pc usd n I U ^ P G fmn tne rack -md .Tent oao on the 
ici" p lit f e r n -nd wnf n he returned to the cupola he l e-
ma.rkeo th^t he h^d ^mown elf ̂  ligrxea tusee for tram 
Mo. 4 2 , and the Xl^gr^m said ne m a seen Lhe reflection 
from this :usee it i n e e time it was blrown oif. Shortly 
"iterv/iidT, whim leel.ing back out a? the re^r window 
of the cegeli, Flagwun Clapham siw the oatlme of engine 
2 9 7 4 approaching tn_-crgn the en^w stoim, his vision being 
limited xo ̂ bo.it 3 0 0 feet, and he ŝ id lie get do-m. from 
the cupoli, lighted a, fusee, md either tnrea it off or 



placed it cn t\ e lau end of t.e oajocse before jumping 
off. Flagman 03 ̂ ruan. fuO-th^r ..tat^d tnaL taerr ha.d been 
nn reason to- JairDvmg ufi infers s bis train was ire king 
tbe irexi'-ui 'i33i -le jpeed, 15 miles an hour, and he 
rad BL ,ppCo"c ciare 'vs ve ry 1 L 4 L J 8 d^rge^ of iLr oemg 
ov Qr3a 1 _e" ly fcirar ̂ 3,4,1, re d" o_ nytrerpll seeing any 
lifted fusee oa aip ""ear end ._,f the echoes? at tne time 
the rtiti'ui "t Tromtcn waa oio ped, end s< id the only 
tuse" ae Imntea v/ns tne ore he eitnn t iraw off or olaced 
on x^o rear end of tbe caboose ime a lately prior to the 
eociacnt. 

Engireman tfjyot, Fireman Lev/is, and Head Brake-
man ^tiliarr^ rrcre u^varo of anything wrong until tne 
accident occurred, causi it, tne air crakes to oe apolied 
frô . tr a : rar, Eit ŵ Lcai u i e they estimated tne speed of 
theix txiin to have beer not I P ^ S than 30 miles an hour. 

Engine''an Bradford, of tram No. 43, stated that 
he receivod and ^as ±amilj.0i with the contents of tram 
orde: Ho. 33 , ano flso nad received all of tbe clearance 
and perui dPive cards mvoJved. On departing from i'-Ioor-
cro f'b, on +iiie, the weatner coiai Cions did not mbeifere 
with his vision and he s=«w t ̂e sî ô c irosi tram Ho. CO 
whoa, that tiam war: at tie ton of tno nil J , ao^ut 3 rales 
d m cant. Has tream passed Ka~aa acout two or cbre-e minutes 
late, a.ir j t waa 'Abar his trim spp^oacn^u Thornton that 
the snow storm was e-r counters!, but Erg men Bradford 
dia not thiric it was so severe as to preveat aim from 
ssemg a tiam s:pad end as a° did not tnirik his train 
was close to t^am Fo. 80 he die not : educe aoeed. Ho 
fusees tfeia encountered, rhic, he was exoectmg to find 
if tipm he. Su vias cn tne ta.ia ci ais tajn, and shortly 
after passing Tnorntcn, while locking ahead thiough the 
clPc. T-v] oion wnaoj-, tne outli i n of tne caboose of tram 
Ho, 80 suddenly ano^ared thro igh the storn; he immediately 
prjpl--ed the air brakes m emergency bat : t was too late 
to avert tbe accident, P u whic1-" - u e the speed-recoider 
taoo showed that his train was traveling at a ypeecl of 44 
miles an hour. He did not see anyfusee on the rear of 
tne caooose, and d he d: d not ha\re the haadlignt of 
his own engine tunica on. Engmeaan Bradford admitted 
tnat m v] acv of the eristmg c one it ions he should have 
operated his train under cjrtrol, out S P I U he w^s de­
pending on the ere*;/ of tram No. 30 to afxerd orotecticn 
to their tiain by tblowing elf iuseos. 

m e statements of Firomaa, Vieditz practically 
corroborated t..osc u<* Engmeman Bedford; be wai M I I -
tsinmg i looiovt from tne sioc vanJor on his side of 
the eagne cao raid his visic . \;at. restricted oy tne btorm 



to about 00C feet. Fc saw the left merger on the caboose 
of train Jo. SO j o so TJ-"0"" ''"o ̂ hr a J aenb, but did not 
see "ny y-'vijy a^eo. Tone of bhe o iaher nemeers of xhc 
crs;; of t"> T i v, 4'1 owaxe oi" anything wron^ until 
tne accident o^uisa, 

^ecti^n Foreman Fauxovitch, located at Thornton, 
was at the st on \ ner bran Ho- S O poseur1,, losing at a 
speed he t̂. ooc-d x^ haT c been aooax 30 ales an hour. 
As uic oaoo^ s e J 4 ! ; h:t triin pasted the st^ cic1 he heard 
t r n m !"e0 r̂5 ^a^tie "̂ or the higlway crossing near tne 
west pe.sexne-tr^ck owitch. He :hen c o s s . d over to the 
engiA'in?.e s sid> - 5 of the brpcak with th^ intention of trying 
to warn t.'r e^-^nc in, but c.J ir t do so a, ne was unable 
to iee n_m ̂ eâ  i t. e :1(iin passeou He was unable to esti­
mate xbe aoeci of t r < j i n . 43 except to say that it was 
t: niol:n^ ; L X a nigasi late of speed than tiam No. 80 and 
that iir I O It that xw jre 7 a s danger o f a call is-on o n 
accost oT the tfet ii±nt xha t w o xrairs were so close 
together in sxo \r~ w e _ t h ; r and became of the fact tr.at 
the î cê d ox "rein ^u. 80 picoably would Oc considerably 
rcd^c^d on t< W 3 aacen^ir-f, i c a c 1 : <-r < t C J Thornton. His 
st ^ x C-i L. j V C T C aaostanxia-Ij c, le^ocaxcjd cy Section 
Foramen U x u c i f i.ept a-at tae i^tcei said he felt t ->at 
tr^xn No. ̂ 3 - re i'Id ocliide n t h train No. 80 before tne 
e nst switch was reached. 

Svbsonuent to the aecident a fusee wa.s found at 
a point about L!'-G f;et e ist of the xvest nils ^oard at 
Tho-r^oi, T,hi"!e ̂  f -eee o-ap, ivhxeh exactly matched this 
fusee, fc oad -1 a poixt So iret west of tne f u s c c . 

Apa .rcntly t v i o w a s fcne L u a c c xhio^n off t..e rear end of 
ti.i.a yo, 60 -y conductor Eaton sh~rtjy ooiore the acci­
dent occurred. T h e sxiics end of the lusec * s pointing 
upward, ' J tie T < " a head of xre fusee v s partially embedded 
m tne r.n'', tne s m oo was split ^nd bent caused by 
striking a hard surface, prooaoiy a tie-nlate or spike, 
t i>-

Lhe i i i i c - i x w a s t n r o i m o f f , " i t w e e c e d e n t x h a x t h e 

fusee had been lighted bet Goadeator Eaton apparently had 
no L a-aitcl tne tull five see or. is required for I C to burn 
before nc + L . I S W it ofi, resulting m its being cxtinguisnea 
when it states the KIound, T m s f^eoc was uaxed December, 
lC^T-. A nu -beT of tee-te aiaae -n Jnr coe auction, with 
fusees of lhe rr c oi earner I"1 tea, u o i an engine coving 
ax a spce 1 oi between 30 aid 35 n h n t„n hou-, disclosed 
that m earn n."hnce whan a lit x e d fesuo was thrc7n. off 
before wa-i-targ x - i r _t t-' burn the five rcon^s reouired 
by the i~> eiructmns printed tntf eon it wan extinguished 
on striking to.' giound, '/hue <roa ;ro Lu 1 five sccords 
v<ere allowed or, claosc e n re ab^c'i & off tne liaiiced 
fusee no such difiiou]by was exaeiieaced, it oeing im­
possible to tnrow off the fusee in such a way as to ex­
tinguish it. 
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G^^cl'is i or o 

This "coidcnt w~s cased by the failure af 
E n ^ i H c r n Emd^ord., ot m X i ,. 43, to opcr^c his 
tr~m und°i vnrcr oertml in in ocovpicd blocl:. 

^nrh1p-"ii ^radmxd n^d received a trim order 
directing t m m Ho. CO to ion mcod of Irs own tram and 
m addition a^ i.̂ d reccrv ,d pe, ussive ca^ds ^t con of 
tne last thme open ofiioer, i.^cr nrg h m th t train 
Ho. SO T i a m tr.e oloch a:rccli"tely ahead. Tho printed 
instructions on tla ,c pcrnissive c-rds require angmeign 
to m o o p " 1 ^ vjitii c u J

ujon "Ji-'cre the view is obscure, running 
wixh caaurn bemr uenaed m -lire-table u l c o as running 
so as to be pblc to stop 'li'^u rmge of vision. It 
fu^1 uhermofc -ppea rod. u nt E m n P ' P n ^mdfoid nad scon 
th-1 si oho irou trni Ho, 80 w :en his c«ra tinn *"r" s leaving 
1'oorcrofx. Lne'er ">13 to'- se ciroujstmces it u difficult 
to unc'erstTid uby v U L- J. r L-m u gmdloid did not reduce speed 
cn a-xoaiicn.'g a sue1 scorn GO .evoie as to Imit m s 
vis: on to two or taree Ci-lsn.^ts. If, ̂  e ho stated., 
he i as dereaomg oa ubc oiew of t m m Fo. 80 to protect 
the rear and o' taeir t m m cy thriving J ^ I fusees, then 
he ^as asouamg so asking which was net -justified. The 
crew of tu^t t m m held v, order to iun anr-'d of m s own 
train .and eo loaa ^s tnay naamt^med a speed close to the 
m-x_rum permitted speed, van oh 35 rales an hour m 
tn^ case oi t m m H - 30, there was no duty on tneir part 
to nrovicc il^g projection, m f nct, the tram order placed 
a restriction or the move cnt of t m n Ho. 42, which 
should not ha"~e been opr mted art a speed lr. excess of that 
allowed for the traan a-iead. Had Eaj_ m e n m Bradford taken 
ev an this siipne precaution it is probable the accident 
would not h-'ve occurred. 

Had an ruxcirtic clock-sign"! syrte i been in use 
on this Ime, x m s accident probaoly would not have oc­
curred, m adequate "-uteaatic t m n stoo or t m n control 
device would nave t>revented it. 

All of the employees involved were experienced 
ran, ">t tne tiic of the Occident no î  of trci had been on 
duty m violation of ?ny of ti provisions of the hours 
of service ]aw. 

Respectfully s u b a i G t e d , 

,V. P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


