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INTERSTATE CO"VERCE CCK ' I S S I O i 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE 
INVESTIGATION OF ATT ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OF 
THE CAROLINA, CLI-JCBFIELD & OHIO RAILWAY AT ST. 
P A U L , V / . a ON JUNE 16 , 1922. 

Ju ly 7, 1922 . 

To the Cor-iKiissior.. 

On June 1 8 , 1933, t h e r e was a r e a r - e n d 
c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n two f r e i g h t t r a i n s o n the C a r o l i n a , 
C l i - i c h f l e l d & Ohio R a i l w a y a t S t . P a u l , Va , , which 
r e s u l t e d i n t h e dea th o f 1 e m p l o y e e . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s r a i l r o a d e x t e n d s b e t w e e n E l k h o r n C i t y , 
TCy.., and Spa r t anbu rg , S. C. , a d i s t a n c e of 2 7 7 . 3 m i l e s , 
and i n the v i c m i t ~ i o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s a s i n g l e -
t r a c k l i n e o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e 
and t r a i n o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem b e i n g i n u s e . 
Under t i m e - t a b l e r u l e s , a l l e x c e p t f i r s t - c l a s s t r a i n s 
must approach ana. run through y a r d - l i m i t s under f u l l 
Eon t ro l , e x p e c t i n g to f i n d the main t r a c k o c c u p i e d . 
T i m e - t a b l e d i r e c t i o n s a r e u s e d i n t h i s r e p o r t , as the 
nor thbound t r a m i n v o l v e d was t r a v e l i n g a lmos t due 
south a t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t . The a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d w i t h i n the v a r a - l i m i t s o f S t . P a u l , i m m e d i a t e l y 
no r th o f the sou tne rn y a r d - l i m i x b o a r d ; a p p r o a c h i n g 
t h i s p o i n t f rom the south t h e r e a re 3,37 9 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , 
an 8 - d e g r e e c u r v e to the l e f t 188 f e e t i n l e n g t h , t h e n 
386 f e e t of t a n g e n t , f o l i c k e d b y an 8 - d e g r e e c u r v e to 
the l e f t 1 ,158 f e e t m l e n g t h , the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g 
•at the ex t reme s o u t h e r n end of t h i s c u r v e , a t ,-vhich 
p o i n t the g rade i s p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l . The v i e w from 
the e n g i n e m a n 1 s s i d e o f a nor thbound e n g i n e of the t y p e 
i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a c c i d e n t , 3 - 8 - 8 - 3 , i s p r a c t i c a l l y e n 
t i r e l y o b s c u r e d , s t a r t i n g at a p o i n t about 3,300 f e e t 
f r o m the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , a p a r t i a l v i e w may b e 
o b t a i n e d from the f i r e m a n ' s s i d e f o r the f o l i o - v i n g 
1,700 f e a t ; from t h i s p o i n t p r a c t i c a l l y a c l e a r v i e w 
can be had f o r t h e n e x t 700 f e e t , t h e n f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g 



30C f e e t i t i s e n t i r e l y o b s c u r e d b y s e v e r a l l a r g e 
t r e e s , beyond, ^h ioh p o i n t the v i e w i s u n r e s t r i c t e d 
f o r 530 f e e t . The wea ther ;VAS c l o u d y a t the t ime 
o f the a c c i d e n t , which, o c c u i r e d a t about 1.40 p . M . 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

F r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 3 0 1 , h a u l e d b y e n g i n e 301 
and a s s i r t e d by e n g i n e 300, i n cha rge o f Conductor T a y l o r 
and Engmemen D l c K i n s o n a m Schaub, had a r r i v e d a t S t . 
P a i l , aouthbouna, d.t 9 .05 a.m. S e v e r a l h o u r s were c o n 
sumed i n s w i t c h i n g a t the v a r i o u s y a r d s m t h i s v i c i n i t y , 
and a t r a m was o e m g made up m r e a d i n e s s t o d e p a r t o v e r 
the Dunps Creek L i n e o f t he N o r f o l k & W e s t e r n R a i l w a y . 
The r e a r p o r t i o n o f t h i s t r a m , c o n s i s t i n g o f 20 c a r s , 1 
box C A R used as a b a g g a g e c a r , and 1 c o a c h , on which the 
M A R K E R S were a l r e a d y d i s p l a y e d , was s t a n d i n g on the m a m 
t r s c / , Tith the coach on the southern end o f the c a r s , a 
f e - f e e t m s i a e o f the south y a r d - l i m i t b o a r d , when i t 
w^ ^ s t r uck b y e x t r a 703. 

Northbound f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 706 c o n s i s t e d o f 
S3 c a r s ^nd a c a o o u s e , h a u l e d b y eng ine 706, and was i n 
D L A _ g e o f Conductor L m d " and Engineman Jenn ings . T h i s 
t r m pa&cea G c e s t , 9.5 r i l e s frorr S t . P a u l , a t 1.13 p . m . , 
anu c o l l i d e d ^ i t h the s t a n d i n g c a r s w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a 
speed e s t i m a t e d t o have b e e n a b o u t 10 m i l e s an h o u r . 

Eng ine 706 was s l i g h t l y damaged , w h i l e none o f 
the c a r s in t h i s trann .vas e i t h e r d e r a i l e d o r damaged, 
e i g h t o f the s t and ing c a r s were d e r a i l e d and more o r l e s s 
d a - a g e d T^e e r p l o y e e K i l l e d was t he h e a d brakeman o f 
e x t r a 706, who was r id ing on the p i l o t o f e n g i n e 706 a t 
the t ime o f t r e a c c i d e n t . 

Sam,aary o f e v i d e n c e . 

On a c c o u n t c f the i m p o s s i b i l i t y o f o b t a i n i n g a 
c l e a r v i e w o f the t r a c k ahead f rom the engineiTian's £ ide o f 
t he c a b , Engineman J e n n i n g s , a" v a s the custom, was o p e r a t 
m g the t r a i n on i n f o r m a t i o n impar ted t o him b y hand s igns 
g i v e n b y F i reman B a r r o n , h a v i n g r e c e i v e d a p r o c e e d s i g n a l 
on a p p r a c h m g t h e c u i v e , he i n c r e a s e d the speed , and the 
engine .vas w o r k i n g steam a t t h e t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , no 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n h a v i n g b e e n r e c e i v e d from the f i r e m a n . 
Ent ineman Jenn ings s a i d he wa tched F i r eman B a r r o n v e r y 
a t t e n t i v e l y , and a p p a r e n t l y he was k e e p i n g a sharp l o o k o u t 
ahedd. F i reman B a r r o n s t a t e d t h a t a t t h e t ime Engineman 
Jenn ings i n q u i r e d as to whe the r o r not t he t r a c k was c l e a r 
h i s v i e w c f the v i c i n i t y o f t h e y a r d - l i m i t b o a r d was o b -
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s t r u c t e d b y t r e e s , b u t the t r a c k b e v o n d l o o k e d c l e a r ; 
a f t e r t r a v e l i n g a sho r t d i s t a n c e he saw t h e c a r s , a l s o 
the t a r g e t of t h e no r th s w i t c h o f C a s t l e p a s s i n g s i d i n g , 
l o c a t e d b7 f e e t s j u t h o f where the c a r s were s t a n d i n g , 
b u t for some unknown r e a s o n h e thought t he c a r s were on 
the o i d e t r a c k . As a m a t t e r of f a c t . C a s t l e p a s s i n g 
s i d m g i s e n t i r e l y o u t s i d e o f S t . Paul y a r d l i m i t s and 
t h e r e i s no o t h e r t r a c k o f anv k i n d p a r a l l e l i n g the 
m a m t r a c k near ^here the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . F i r e m a n 
B a r r o n a d m i t t e d t h a t he was f a m i l i a r w i t h t ne t e r r i t o r y 
m t h i s v i c m i t v , and. that he impar t ed wrong i n f o r m a t i o n 
to Engineman J e r m n ^ ^ , a l s o tha t had he n o t i f i e d t h e 
engmeman to a p p l y the b r a k e s 'then he f i r s t saw the c a r s , 
the t r a m c o u l d ha /e b e e n b r o u g h t to a s t o p i n t ime t o 
h a v e a v e r t e d the a c c i d e n t . 

None of t he members o f the c r e w o f e x t r a 301 
W 3 near the r e a r o f t h e i r t r a m , and t h e y knew n o t h i n g 
a b o i t the a c c i d e n t u n t i l a f t e r i t had o c c u r r e d . On r e 
t u r n i n g t o the scene o f t he a c c i d e n t , Conductor T a y l o r , 
o f e x t r a 301, m company w i t h Conductor Lundy and E n g i n e -
man Jenn ings , oi e x t r a 706, b o a r d e d the s i d e o f a ca r 
about S5 c a r - l e n g t h s f rom the r e a r end o f e x t r a 706 
and round t h a t from tha t p o i n t t h e y c o u l d see e n g i n e 706 
and p r a c t i c a l l y a l l o f the c a r s t h a t had b e e n l e f t s t a n d i n g 
on the mam t r a c k , and t h a t t h e r e jsras n o t h i n g t o p r e v e n t 
t he f i r e m a n , or t h e brakeman r i d i n g o n the p i l o t , f rom 
s e e i n g t h e c a r s ahead. 

Under t l i r e - t a b l e r u l e 4 1 , e m p l o y e e s a r e p r o 
h i b i t e d from r i d i n g on the p i l o t s o f e n g i n e s m r o a d 
s e r v i c e . 

C o n c l u s i o ns . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was due t o the f a i l u r e o f F i r e m a n 
B a r r o n t o n o t i f y Engineman Jenn ings t h a t the m a m t r a c k 
was o c c u p i e d . 

F i r e m a n B a r r o n saw t h e c a r s , and knew t h e r e was 
no t racK o f any k i n d p a r a l l e l i n g t h e main t r a c k at t h e 
p o i n t where the c a r s j»ere s t a n d i n g , y e t ibr some r e a s o n he 
v a e under the i m p r e s s i o n the c a r s were on a p a s s i n g t r a c k 
and t h a t t h e m a m t r a c k was c l e a r . 

Head Braxerran B r y a n t a l s o c o u l d h a v e seen the 
c a r s m t ime t o w a rn t h e aagmeman H i s f a i l u r e to do s o , 
c o u p l e d vrith h i s f a i l u r e to save h i s l i f e b y jumping f rom 
the p i l o t o f t h e e n g i n e , which he c o u l d h a v e done w i t h 
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s a f e t y , as t h e t r a i n was m o v i n g at a l o AT r a t e o f 
speed , uakes i t appear p r o b a b l e tha t he was e i t h e r 
a s l e e p o r f o r some unknown r e a s o n had become so i n 
c a p a c i t a t e d as t o b e u n a b l e t o t a k e c a r e o f h i m s e l f . 

Keau Brakeman B r y a n t had bad 8 j months 
e x p e r i e n c e d u r i n g a p e r i o d o f about 1 y e a r and 8 
months , the o t h e r e m p l o y e e s n-ere e x p e r i e n c e d men. 
A t t he t ime o f the a c c i d e n t the crev; o f e x t r a 706 
had b e e n on d u t y about 11 h o u r s , a f t e r h a v i n g b e e n 
o f f duty f o r p e r i o d s v a r y i n g from 15 h o u r s to s e v e r a l 
d a y s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

v \ P . B o r l a n d , 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y , 


