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REPOPT OF THE CHIEFF OF THE BUREAU Or SAFETY IN RE
INVESTTIGATINN OF AN AGCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OF
TE CATOLINA, CLIJCHFIELD & OHIO RAILWAY AT ST.
DAUL, VA., ON JUNE 18, 1932.

July 7, 1923,
To the Cormlssior.

Cn June 18, 1922, there was a rear-end
colligion betreen twe freight trains cn the Carclina,
Cliachkfield & Chio Railway at St. Paul, Va., which
resulied 1n the death of 1 emnloyee.

Location and methed of operation.

This railroad extends betwxeen Elkhorn City,
¥y., and Spartanburg, §. C., a distance of 277.3 miles,
and 1n the vaicinits of the point cf accident 15 a single-
track line cver which trains are operated by time-table
and train orders, no block-signal system being in use.
Unier time-table Tulies, all except first-class trains
rist approach ana ran through yard-limits under full
Eonsrol, expecting to find the main track occupied.
Tirme-table directions are used 1n this report, as the
northbound train involved was traveling almest due
south at the time of the accident. The accident
oceurred withian tne vara-limits of S1. Paul, i1mmediately
north of the souvtnsrn yard-laimit board; approaching
this point from the south there are 2,379 feet of tangent,
an 8-degree curve to the left 188 feet 1n length, then
286 feet of tangent, follo=ed by an B-degree curve to
the left 1,158 feet 1in length, the accident occurring
at the extreme southern end of this curve, at shich
point the grade 1s practically level. The view from
the engineran's side of a northbcund engine of the type
involved 1n this accident, 2-8-8-3, is practically en-
tirely ooscured, stacting at a point about 2,200 feew
from the point of accident, a partial view may be
obtained from the fireman's side for the {ollowving
1,700 fess; from this point practically a clear view
can be had for the next 700 feet, then for the following



30C feet 1t 15 entirely obscured by several large
trees, ovevond <mich voint the viewy 15 unrestraicted
for 53C feet, The westher ras cloudy at the tice
of the accidert, w2ich ocouired at about 1.4C p.a,

Dezcription

Frezeht train extra 301, hauled by engine 301
and assi-ted By snfine 300, in charge of Conductor Tavlor
and Encinemsn Dizkinson ana Schaub, had arrived at S%.
Pail, southbouna, <% 2.05 a.u. Several hours were con-
surted 1n switckhain. at the various ryards in this vicinity,
and a train wa:z o21ing Jade up 1t readinzess to depaTrt over
the Durps Oreek Line of the Horfolk & Wwestera Railway.
The rear pertzon of this train, consisting of 30 cars, 1
00X ¢ar used asz a baczage car, and 1 coach, on which the
nar.eTs wpere alreadv displayved, was standing on the maln
trzcsy, wvlth the coach on the southerr end of the cars, a
fe- feet 1nside of the south yard-limit board, when 1t
w2 s gtrtuchk by extra 703.

Narthbound freight train extra 706 consisted of
nd 2 caoouse, hauled by engine 706, and was in
Conductns Land~ and Encineman Jennings, This
cea Geest, ©.38 riles frorm 9t. Paul, at 1.12 p..a.,
ded w1ith the standling cars while traveling at a
irated to Lave beeaabout 10 milesg an hour.

Enc-ne 7C6 was €ligh+ly damagced, while none of
he cars n this train sas eilther derailed or damaged,
ei1ght of the staniing cars were deralled and more or less
da zaged Tre ercloree Killed was the head brakeman of
extra 706, wac w23 Tiding on the pllot of engine 706 at
the time of tre accident.

Samaary of evidence.

On acnount cf the i1wpcossibility of obtaining a
clear view of the track zhead from the enginctan's gide of
the cab, Enginem=n Jjenniags, as was the custom, was operat-
ing the trein on informaticn 1mparted to him by hand signels
given by Fireran Barron, having received a proceed signal
on apprackins the cuive, he increased the speed, and the
enzine sas working steamat the time of the accident, no
furtser 1nformation having been received from the faireman.
En rneran Jennings said he waiched Fireman Barron very
attentively, and apparently he was keeping a sharp lookout
ahead. Tireran Barron stated that at the time Engineman
Jennwmeges 1nguired as toc whetaer or not the track was clear,
his view ¢cf the vicinity of the yara-litilt board was ob-
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structed by trees, but the track beyvond looked clear;
alter traveling a short distance he saw the cars, also
the target of the north switch of Castle passing siding,
located 67 feet south of where the ¢ars were standing,
but for scme urknown reason he thought the cars were on
the o1de track. As a matter of fac+, Castle passing
siding 1s entirely outside of St. Paul yard limits and
there 15 no other track of anv kind paralleling the

maln track near rhere the accident occurred., Fireman
Barron adriitted that ke was familiar with tae territory
in this vicinitv, aad that he inparted wrong information
to Enginemen Jerninge, also that had he notified the
enginsman to apply the brakes when he first saw the cars,
the traia could hzvse been brought to a stop in time to
have averted the accident,

None of the mexbers of the crew of extra 301
was near the rear of thear train, and they knew nothing
aboat ths accident until after 1t had occurred. 0Om Te-
turarng to the scene of the accident, Conductor Taylor,
of extra 301, in company with Conductor Lundy and Engine-
man Jernings, ol extra 706, boarded the side of a car
atout <5 car-langths from the rear end of extra 706
and zcund that from that point they could see engine 706
and practically all of the carsg that had been left standing
cn the maia track, and that there sas nothing to prevent
the firerau, ot the braxeman riding on the pilot, from
secing the cars ahead,

Under tirz-table rule 41, emgloyees are pro-
kivitea frem ridirng »n the pilots of engiaes in road
service,

Coaclusions.

This accident was dve to the fallure of Fireman
Barron to notify Frgineman Jennings that the main track
was occupiled.

Fireman Barron saw the cars, and knew there was
ne track of any kind paralleling <he maln track at the
prcint where the cars sere standing, yet br some reason he
was under the i1lpregslon the cals weTre on 3 Passling track
and that the main track was clear.

dead Brakemmn Bryant alsc could have seen the
cars in time to warn the engineman His failure to do so,
coupled with his feailure to save hisg life by jumping from
the pi1lot of the engine, which he could have done waith
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safety, as the train was moving at a low rate of
speed., «Akes 11 appear probable that he was either
asleep or for some unknown reason had become sg 1n—
capacitated as to be unable to take dare of himself,

Heaa Brakeman Bryant had had 85 months
experience during a period of about 1 y=zar and 8
months, the other enployees were experienced men,

At the time of the accident the crew of extra 706
had been or duty abnut 11 hours, after having been
off duty for periode varving from 15 hours to several

aayvs.
Hespectiully submit+sed,

v, P. Borland,

Chief, Bureau of Safety.



