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INTTRSTATE CO¥™ ™ SRACE COMMISSION

REPORT CF THE DIRTZCTOR CF THE 3UREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTTGATICN CF AN ACCIDENT WiICH CCCURRED ON THE
CHICAGC, BURLINGIQYN & ~ "INCY RAILROAD NEAR RFYNOTDS,
WEBR,, ON OCTCRER 11, 1830

Novewbher 13, 1230

To the Commission:®

On Cctober 11, 19320, there wac a derairlaent of a pass-
enger trailn as a result of ¢« riking an sutomobile on the
trezcks of the Cailcago, Buriington & Quincy Railroad at a '
grade crossing near Reynolds, Nebr., resulting in the death
of two emplovees, and the injury of one passenger.

Location and method of operation

Thig accident cccurred on the Wymore and Red Clovd Sub-
Division waich extends between Wymore and Red Cloud, a
distoance of 103.05 wmiles, in the vicinity of the point of
accident tnis 18 a single-track line over wi.icn treins aTe
operazed by ftime-tabhle and train orders, no nlock-sigaal
systen beinz i1n usge, The accident occocurred at a hirhway
croesing walch crosses the tracks at right angles at a point
approvimately 4,100 feet west of tre station at Reynolds;
approaching this point from the west, the track 1s tangent
for a distance of 2,115 fe:zt, followed by a 27 curve to the
left 1,015 feet 1in length, the accident occurring on this
curve at a point about 235 feet from 1ts weetern end. The
grade at the poinil of accid-mt 13 0.2 per cent ascending
for eastbound trains. Appro=ching the reilroad track from
the north, the nircvay pa<zes tuorcugh a cut wihich 18 approx-
Luetely 8 feet in Lieizht 2. *%ts rieht side. The croseing
18 marked by a stondard st:.c approach cign located 300 feet
north of the crossing, and a "RAILROAD CRCSSING" sign
located 20 feet south of the crossing.

The wvzather was clear at the tiume of the accident,
wvnich c¢ccurred =oout 1 42 A —.

Description

Eastbound passenger train No. 14 cmmsicted of ore com-
bination mail and baczage car, two bageage cars, two coaches,
one dining c¢ar, <nd Two Pulluman cars, in the order named,
nauled by engiane 2968, and was 1in charge of Conductor
Shersen and Fnoineman Longaist. This train left Cuester,
7.233 miles west of Revnolds, at 1.24 a m., six minutes late,
and weas pPoproacoins eynolds waen 1t was deralled after
colliding with an auvtomobile wnile traveling at a speed
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get1irated a2t 50 mi1les per hour

The sutomodile 1nvolved, a Ford roedster, opproached
the crossing from the north, but just before reaching the
crossing 1% 1eft the cipnt side of the hichway, and finelly
hocame stalled on tne track just west of the croseing, vhere
1t war at1l1l standing vhen 1t was struck by train No. 14.

The enrine snd 1ts tender were derailed ~nd came to
rest on their right sides, with the forward end of the
engine about 240 fecet east of the crossing, The first
thuree cars and the forward truck of the fourth car were also
derailed, the first car being overturned on 1ts left side
and the other cars remaining vpricht, although the second
caer 7ag off the roadhed =snd almost at rieht =2nrles to the
treck, The enzaine, tender =nd the Ji11s8t car were badly
dasaged and the two following cars were slightly damaged.
The ~utomobile was demolished. The emmloyvees ki1lled were
tne engineuwan and the fir-. ..

Summary of evidence

Cenductor Sherman sras - 1ding in the fourth car while
arproaching tre point of accident and hecotrd the whistle
sounded for the crossing, and as 1t was beiag sounded the
brekes vvere applied 1n emc.scncy, the ¢rash ccourriag about
10 seconds latcr. e ectimated tne sveed ol toe train at
the time of the e crgency application of tae hrakes at 50
mlles per hour and the distance the troin travelled a-ter

thrt time at 200 vards As goon as the train stovperc, be
mot of T and observed tne "reckage of an automobile just east
of the crossing and on the south side of the track. A ran

was standing i1n thet vicinity, 'mom he leter learned weas the
ormer of tac car, be did not notice anvibing unusual about
the condition of that pocrson other than the faect that he
appearcd to he greatly ercited.

Srakeman Kincey stated that mhile the train was at
Chiester he walked around the front end of tne catine and
nociced that the headlight was Hurning brinatly. e heard
tue read crossing vnistle approaching the point of accident,
and tnere was anthine about 1t to indicete to hiw thet there
was anything vronr, He nlso mas riding in the fourth car
of the train, and 'hen 1t storpecd aftesr the accideant he saw
an object alongside the t. _c.. wnich, upon examination, he
found to be a vrecked =utoaobils, and there w2s o youno man
1n the vicinity —no scened 4o be 2 1little nervous, This
AN aglked nim to ascist 1n urning the car over Lut upon
learning there ras nodody “eneath 1t, he continued tomards
the head end of the train. Fe later examined the crossing
and noticed +*here the autom~bile had crossed the track and
struck the eabankment on t..e eouth side, »bout 10 feet vest
of the crossiag.
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Flagnan Graham sftated that he was riding in the rear car
and hesrd the whictle sounded wnile apvrocaching the crossing
When the brakes were applie® just prior to the accident, he
Jumped from his scat and was strll standing wnen the acci-
dent occurred. He ectimated the spsesed at the time of the
brake application at 50 mi1l = per hour, wnich he thought had
been reduced to not mwore thern 10 miles per heour at the time
of the accident. When he got off he saw two persons who
were conversing in a nyster'-al manner, and after ascertain-
ing from them that no occur 3t of the automobile was in-
Jured, he proceeded back to flag.

Tom Menke, ovner of t.. sutomobile, stated thet he
attended a dance at Mahagka on the night of Cctober 10 and
that he was returning to bis home at Morrowville, over a
road that he had never been over before, and that he did not
know there was a railroad erossing in the vicinity in which
the accident occurred. His car was traveling southward at
a moderate rote of speed when he lost control, due to a blow-
out o the tire on the rigut rear wheel, causing the car to
leave the nighway end start across the track a short dis-
tance west of the crossing, where 1t beczme stalled He
attempted to get the car off the track and was st1ll trying
to do so vhen a young man arrived ond ascieted him, dbut they

Tere unahkle to remove 1. When trhey observcd a train
avproachiag, the other man ran towards the train i1n an effort
to ston 1% The driver continued trying to get the car off

the track until “he train was so0 close thet he had to leave
1t to avoid injury, and was standing along the south side of
the track when the train struck the machine,. He sz1d that
the headlights of his car were zood and that he could see
the road ahead, also that _.¢c did not fall asleep. Ee
further stated thet he did not drink anything during the
night except one or two bo*tt+les of soft drinks

A Lyle Priefert stated tliat he also attended the dance

at Mahaska and that about 1.40 a.m he was driving northward
towards Reynolds when he pacsed over the crossing 1n gues-
ticn and saw an automobile standing on the track about 15
feet west of the crossing, He ccntinued beyond the crossing
but soon rsalized that som- :1ng was wrong, So he stopped
his car, and ran hack and agked the driver of the car on the
track what the difficulty was, and tnat person replied that
he could not move the car. Mr Priefert then returned to
his ovn car and backed to a point near the stalled iachine,
coupled the two cars together by using skid chains, and
attepted to pull the car off the track. He was unable to
do this, however, because both cof the rear tires vere off
and one front tire was flat, and 1t was i1mpossible for the
rims of tne wheels to climb over the rarls. As scon as he
saw the reflcction of the headlight of an spproaching train,
he uncoupled his car and instructed his sister, vho was
accompeanying him, to hurry for assisiance, after which he
1mmediately ran up the track, SWJng}i coat over his head
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in 2n atternpt to vern the envwiane crew of The danger.
Appareatly he reached a2 pecint on the tangent track west of
the curve, but 1f his siemals mere observed, 1t vas too late
to avert the accidert. Mr PFrierert also said th=t he did
a0t woy much atteation to thr actions of the driver of the
stalled car prier to tae accident snd did not see .im after
1ts cccurrence.

Harry Wilt staited that ne was an occupent of Ir,
Priefert's coar and that he assisted 1n the atcenpt to rerove
Mr, Yenke's car from the track. While doing so, he con-
versed mith Mr Menke =rd the lattcr appearcd to He 1n nor-
121 condition, there bezng ao evidence of tue odor of liquor
about h1s peorson or car. Alother v 1tness, Clherlic Rosc,
steted tlL=t during the nignt of Voverber 10 he mas acting es
rolice officer, thrt he arrived ot the dence hall at
Usheska about © 30 v m,, ~nd that ne noticed Tom llenke vas
precent Sore time later he sam Mr Venke attempt to cater
the hall throurh a window wnich was boarded up, then stezgger
buck, and finally enter throurh the door, wuich actions
indicated to Laim that tle man was i1ntoxiceted. Ceorge
Tilliamson stated th-t pe wag the proprietor of the dance
n=11 at Mahaska and that he first observed Mr, Menke betireen
10 »nd 10.30 p m., ond at that time there appcared to be

acthing ~rong with hiw. Sone time before aidnight he
noticed Mr Yanke wes not 1n 2 very cood condition snd he
~dvised hir to 20 Lome, Avout 1 o'clock Mr. Menke steted

that he was ~oing nome, ot ri1ch time he seened to be 1n
better conditicn, »lthourkh M, Williamson considered him
under the 1nriluence of Tiguor. Lleyd Crailg st=ted that he
t1lked to Mr. Menke vlile at the dance and thrt he could
saell licuor on his breath, but he did not show any effects
of 1t. Miss Em1ly Cr-ip stoted thrt she also attended the
dence and ta=t during a converssiion mith Mr. Menke she
emclled the odor of licvor, but did not consider nim to be
in an intoxicsted ceondition.

Conclusions

This accident —as cwusecd by striking an autorwcbile riich
nad become stalled on the track adjecent to A hichmay
cCTossing.,

According to the staterents of the driver of the »uto-
mobile, he vas unfari1li=r 1th locality 1n vhich the acci-
dent occurred end was traveling 2t noderste speed, but the
right rear tire of his car 2lc¢~ out, Tresullting in als losing
control of tane car, vhich left the richwey ~nd stopred on
the track west of the crossing. He ~ade =~n effort to re-
move the c¢ar and vras l1=ater ~scisted by other prrticeg, but
they were unsucceesful. One of those ageisting him attempt-
ed to flag the train as foon as possible after he noticed
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1ts =vproach, Pnd 1t is epwmrrent the envine crew either
oYbserved this warning or ss— the »vtomobile on the treck, as
the evidence 1ndic=tes th~t the hrakes were ~pplied 1in
o, crgrney A sthort tine before the occurrence of the sccident.

There vas testiriony ta the effect thot Lr Menke r~p-
pcrred to e under tne influence of liguor ™ille hie was
attending tiie drnce at lMozagka, but he denled tris accuse-
ticn The pereons ™o tried to help hir Terove ths c-r
from the track prior to the sccident did not notice anything
unusual about hin, ~nd Conductor Shermnan stated thet fhe
only thing he noticed ~beut his conditron sfter the accident
s thnt he vas in 2 hi~hly nervous state.

Tae euployees involved vere erxperienced ien, and at the
tirie of the accident nome of them had been on duty 1in
viclnation of any of tne provisions of the hours of service
lax,

Respectfully submittied,
W P, BORLAND,

Director,



