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INTERSTATE CC-"'EHCE C013IISSI0N 

REPORT OF THE DIPECTOR OF THE 3UREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
CHICAGO, BURLINGTON &. " ;INCY RAILROAD NEAR REYNOLDS, 
NE3R., ON OCTOBER 11, 1930 

November 13, 1930 

To tne Commission 1 

On October 11, 1930, there wac a derailment of a pass
enger t r a m as a result of <• n k m g an automobile on the 
tracks of the Cmcago, B u m n g t o n & Qumcy Railroad at a 
grade crossing near Reynolds, Nebr., resulting in the death 
of two emplovees, and the injury of one passenger. 

Location and method of operation 

This accident occurred on the Wymore and Red Cloud Sub-
Division winch extends between Wymore and Red Cloud, a 
distance of 108.05 miles, in the vicinity of the point of 
accident t m s is a single-track line over uhicn trams are 
operated by time-table and t r a m orders, no block-signal 
system bemrr in use. The accident occurred at a hirhway 
crossing wnich crosses the tracks at right angles at a point 
approximately 4,100 feet west of the station at Reynolds; 
approaching this point from the west, the track is tangent 
for a distance of 2,115 fe-t, followed by a 3° curve to the 
left 1,015 feet m length, the accident occurring on this 
curve at a point about 235 feet fro"" its weetern end. The 
grade at the point of acci'mt is 0.2 per cent ascending 
for eastbound trains. Approaching fche railroad track from 
the north, the nipnway parses through a cut which is approx
imately 8 feet m height on its right side. The crossing 
is marked by a standard str.c approach sign located 300 feet 
nortn of the crossing, and a "RAILROAD CROSSING" sign 
located 20 feet south of the crossing. 

The wea-ther was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 1 42 a ™. 

Description 

Eastbound passenger t r a m No. 14 consisted of ode com
bination mail and baggage car, two baggage cars, two coaches 
one dining car, m d two Pullman cars, m the order named, 
nauled by engine 2958, and was m charge of Conductor 
Sherman and Engmeman Lonqaist. This t r a m left Chester, 
7.33 miles west of Remolds, at 1.24 a m. , six minutes late, 
and was aoproacnmg Reynolds wnen it was derailed after 
colliding; with an automobile w m l e traveling at a speed 
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estimated at 50 miles per hour 

The automobile involved, a Ford roadster, approached 
the crossing from the north, but just before reaching the 
cross m g it left tbe .right side of the highway, and finally 
became stalled on tne track lust west of the crossing, where 
it was still standing ^hen it was struck by train No. 14. 

The engine and its tender were derailed and came to 
reet on their right sides, with the forward end of the 
eneme about 240 feet east of the crossing. The first 
three cars and the forward truck of the fourth car were also 
derailed, the first car being overturned on its left side 
and the other cars remiinmg uprieht, although the second 
car was off the roadbed and almost at rip-ht anrles to the 
track. Tne engine, tender and the fust car were badly 
damaged and the two following cars were slightly damaged. 
The automobile ^as demolished. The employees killed ^ere 
tne engmeman and the fiT-. 

Summary of evidence 

Conductor Sherman was - iding m the fourth car while 
approaching the point of accident and heerd the thistle 
sounded for the crossing, and as it was being sounded the 
brakes were applied m emc.^mcy, the crash occurring about 
10 seconds later. he estimated tne speed of tne train, at 
the time of the e urgency application of tne brakes at 50 
miles per hour and the distance the t r a m travelled aetcr 
that time at 300 yards As soon as the t r a m stoopec, he 
cot off and observed tne wreckage of an automobile just east 
of the crossing and on the south side of the track. A ian 
was standing m that vicinity, wnom he later learned was the 
owner of tne car, he did not notice anything unusual about 
the condition of that person other than the fact that he 
appeared to be greatly excited. 

Brakeman KmGey stated th=t ^hile the t r a m was at 
Chester he walked around the front end of tne engine and 
nociced that the headlight was burning brightly. Ke heard 
tne road crossing wnistle aepioacnmg the point of accident, 
and tnere Has nothing about it to indicate to him that there 
7vas anything ^rong. He also ^as riding m the fourth car 
of the train, and Then it stopped after tne accident he saw 
an object alongside the t. ̂ c, winch, upon examination, he 
found to be a ^recked =utonobile, and there 1 7?s a young man 
m the vicinity -mo seemed to be a little nervous. This 
man asked aim to assist m urnmg the car over but upon 
learning there was nobody beneath it, he continued towards 
the head end of Che tram. He later examined the crossing 
and noticed mhere the automobile had crossed the track and 
struck the embankment 0 n t_e &outh side, about 10 feet west 
of the crossing. 
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Flagnan Graham stated that he was riding m the rear car 
and heard the whiptie sounded while approaching the crossing 
When the brakes were applied just prior to the accident, he 
jumped from his seat and was still standing wnen the acci
dent occurred. He estimated the speed at the time of the 
brake application at 50 mil s per hour, w m c h he thought had 
been reduced to not more tlu n 10 miles per hour at the time 
of the accident. When he got off he saw two persons who 
were conversing m a hystergal manner, and after ascertain
ing from them that no O C C U T it of the automobile was in
jured, he proceeded back to flag. 

Tom Menke, owner of t ^ automobile, stated that he 
attended a dance at Mahaska on the night of October 10 and 
that he was returning to his home at Horrowville, over a 
road that he had never been over before, and that he did not 
know there was a railroad, crossing m the vicinity m which 
the accident occurred. His car was traveling southward at 
a moderate rate of speed when he lost control, due to a blow
out of the tire on the rignt rear wheel, causing the car to 
leave the nighway and start across the track a short dis
tance west of the crossing, where it became stalled He 
attempted to get the car off the track and was still trying 
to do so ™hen a young man arrived and assisted him, but they 
were unable to remove it. When they observed a train 
approaching, the other man ran towards the train m an effort 
to stop it The driver continued trying to get the car off 
the track until the t r a m was so close th=t he had to leave 
it to avoid injury, and vas standing along the south side of 
the track when the train struck the machine. He said that 
the headlights of his car were good and that he could see 
the road ahead, also that .x did not fall asleep. He 
further stated that he did not drink anything during the 
night except one or two bot+les of soft drinks 

Lyle Priefert stated that he also attended the dance 
at Mahaska and that about 1.̂ -0 a.m he was driving northward 
towards Reynolds "ten he passed over the crossing m ques
tion and saw an automobile standing on the track about 15 
feet west of the crossing. He continued beyond the crossing 
but soon realized that som~ ung was wrong, so he stopped 
his car, and ran back and asked the driver of the car on the 
track what the difficulty was, and tnat person replied that 
he could not move the car. Mr Priefert then returned to 
his own car and backed to a point near the stalled machine, 
coupled the two cars together by using skid chains, and 
attempted to pull the car off the track. He was unable to 
do this, however, because both of the rear tires were off 
and one front tire was flat, and it was impossible for the 
rims of tne wheels to climb over the rails. As soon as he 
saw the reflection of the headlight of an approaching train, 
he uncoupled his car and instructed his sister, who was 
accompanying him, to hurry for assistance, after which he 
immediately ran up the track, Bwing/nSs coat over his head 
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in an attempt to urrn the engine cre^ of the dangeT. 
Apparently he reached a pout on the tangent track west of 
tho curve, but if his signals ^ere observed, it was too late 
to avert the accident. Mr Prieiert also said that he did 
not pay much attention to th^ actions of the driver of the 
stalled car prior to tnp accident and did not see m m after 
its occurrence. 

Harry Wilt stated that ne 1PTas an occupant of Mr. 
Priefert's car and th^t he assisted m the attempt to remove 
Mr. Menke 1s car from the track. While doing so, he con
versed with Mr Henke the latter appeared to be m nor
mal condition, there being no evidence of the odor of liquor 
about his person or car. Aiother i ltness, Charlie Rose, 
stated th^t during the nignt of November 10 he "as acting as 
police officer, that he arrived at the dance hall at 
Manaska about 9 30 p m. , m d that he noticed Tom Menke ^as 
present Some time later he saw Mr ^enke attempt to enter 
the hall through a window ^ m c h ^as boarded up, then stagger 
back, and finally enter throurh the door, which actions 
indicated to him that the man was intoxicated. Ceorge 
Williamson stated th-t ne '-^a the proprietor of the dance 
h^li at Mahaska and that he first observed Mr. Menke between 
10 m d 10.30 p m. , and at thaat time there appeared to be 
nothing 'wrong ^ith him. Some time before midnight he 
noticed Mr Menke was not m a very ^ood condition and he 
advised him to go home. About 1 o'clock Mr. Menke stated 
that he was going nome, at m u c h time he seemed to be m 
better condition, ^lthourh . Williamson considered him 
under the influence of "lienor. Lloyd Craig stated that he 
talked to Mr. Menke vhile at the dance and tnat he could 
smell liouor on his breath, but he did not show any effects 
of it. Miss Emily C m g stated that she also attended the 
dance and tn^t during a conversation '-Tith Mr. Menke she 
sraclled the odor of lienor, but did not consider m m to be 
m an intoxicated condition. 

Conclusions 

This accident '-as caused by striking an automobile which 
had become stalled on the track adjacent to a highway 
crossing. 

According to the statements of the driver of the auto
mobile, he was uiifa'"ilmr nth locality m i_rhich the acci
dent occurred and was traveling at moderate speed, but the 
right rear tire of his car ole1"7 out, resulting in nis losing 
control of tne car, which left tne nirhwa.y and stopped on 
the track ^est of the crossing. He made m effort to re
move the car and was later assisted by other parties, but 
they were unsuccessful. One of those assisting him attempt
ed to flag the train as soon as possible after he noticed 
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its ^oproach, and it is pptxirent the ermine crevr either 
observed this warning or sa1" the automobile on the track, as 
the evidence indicates that the brakes were applied m 
f\ crgcncy a. short tine "before the occurrence of the pccident. 

There ^as testimony to the effect that hr Menke ap
peared to be under tne influence of liquor ^hile he was 
attending the dance at Mahaska., but he denied tnis accusp-
tion The persons ôho. tried to help him remove the car 
from the trabk prior to the accident did not notice anything 
unusual about h m , and Conductor Sherman stated that the 
only thing he noticed ^bout his condition after the accident 
l ras that he v-as m a highly nervous state. 

Tne employees involved ^ere experienced nen, and at the 
time of the a,ccident none of them had been on duty in 
violation of any of tne provisions of the hours of service 
l v . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Xt P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


