INTERSTATE COMIERCE CO.0.ISSION

REPORT OF THZ DIRTCTOR OF THE BUREAT OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATTC ™ OF AN ACCIOTNT THICH 0C2UR3SD OF
THi CIICAGO, BUPLINGTON & JUTNCY RAILACAD AT
LITTIRGTOT; Il , 0§ JULY 6, 193¢

To the Cnimlssion

On July &, 1927, there was a silde collision between
two portions of the sai1e traia ca the Chrcago, Zurlington
& Jguincy Reilroed zt ma1llington, I11 which rTesulted
1n the decth of one emnployee

b

Iocation and methed of operetion

This accident occurred on the [catromery end Streator
Sub-divigion of the Aurora Division, extending velween
ontogonery end Streateor, I11 , a dictance of E7 53 ruiles,
1n the vicinity of the point of accideat this 18 a sinzle-
treck line over vhich tizins ere cperated by tie-teble
enc trein orcers, nc block-signal cyste being 1a use
AT T1llinzton there 1s 2 pessing track 1,508 feet 1n
lenpta which parallels the n1ain track on tae west There
18 plso £ track, known as the '.ouce track, located west
07 the passing traclk, 2nd the north switch of the house
treck connects with the passing ireck ¢t 2 point 106
ieet sovth of the north pessing-track s 1tch Tne
accident occurred at the fouling pciat betwe=n the ,iein
treck sn” the versing track 2t 1ts northern ead, approesch-
ine this point fro-: the south there 18 a 1° cuarve to the
left 1,815 feet in length, froi1 which osoint the treck 1is
tansent to the woint of accident, e distaance cof 201 3 feet,
#1d for secne distance beyond that voiat Tne gracde for
nortnoound treins 1s 0 60 per cent descending at vhe point
of accicent.

Tne weather wee cloudy at the tiie of the accaideut,
wnicn occuried st aboat 2 45 p oo

Tececription

Northbound freigit train extra 5125 consisved of
elght c¢srs and a ceboose, hauled by enpine 5135, z2ad wes
1n cuerge of Conauctor Kurns and Englnenan Ltednan This
trein arrived at fillington at 2 40 p 1 eac wes broupht
to 2 otop on the 121a track Just souta of the north pass-
ing-lieck switen. Tne engine then cut off, pvlled anead,
and started & back-uv .oveient into the passing track,
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e 1t could clear tae =in treck 2% ves struck by
which had started roving northward

Tae formward truck of the le~ding cer wee derailed to
the right +hile the 2azine wes dooere” but s not da-
rea1led Tae erpleoves t1lled wzs the encinanen

. ary or evicence

Slreran 3Be1lev gtated thet when ails train Tirst

°ﬂ at "1llington there wes not sufficrent clearance
en-ine to ent>r the pessins treck, wilca neceagn:

EClig the tra:n so thest the 1@9013@ c~r wes

T 2 cer—-lengtn beck o. the clearance point The

ols wes then cut off end voved forveerd peyond the

nortn oWltCh’ anc as soon 28 tne switch was open.d the
ons1ae etarted beckia; into the sidin, but aed caly moved

& gaort distence when the enginsaan set tas oretes €10

reversed the engine, and Just as 1t sterted to 1wove forrard
the eors oa the rain treck collided with tae right side of

the cazine ceb  The enginecan did not tell hi why e

reverse ove.ent wezs ocein, attenwted, End from his position

o0 tne 1.oft gide of tuec cao 1t wes 1:posc1ple for ni to
sse tne .oving cers prior to the accid dﬂt
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Hesd Brakelen Toaandlee statcd thet the crews hed

1nstruections to plex op 2 cer oa the nouse treck ot
- 1illington, but wnea thae trein wre brou_ it to 2 stop he
aoticed the leesding cer was beyoad tne clearcace p01nt at
the north pessinpg-treck switch  He decided to cut the
trei1a petween the first and cecond cars end had just closed
the angle cock oa the rear end of the first cer when the
rerr bhrokenan approached aand esaid thet 1t would be better
only to cut of7 the -anine, wanércupoa hc opened the angle
cock 2acd the train wes becked enough to clear the swatch
e saxd that two sttenpts were :ade before the trarn 1oved
oeckward wnich indicoted that the air had veen set on the
bala..ce of the train Then the encine was éut off he closed
the ansle cock on the teander and the rear brekenlan closed
the one on the leecding car He acconweniz=d the engine eg
1t roved northwerd, and efter 1t sterted the back-up move-

ent he was rldlng 0. the right sidé of the tender foot-
boerd when he cocerved thg cars on the .iain track .~oviag
towerds the en-ine, ae 111ediately gave 2 stop 810nal S
the en~insan, who stoppcd the sncine end started 1t esheed,
but the collision occurred pefore toe ¢n-ine could gein
suTf1c1ent “i1c.aene .1 to keep clear of the cars, which he
cst1 ated were .ovin- at o gpeed of 2 or 3 arlas per hour
ac the ti1ie of tne zacident Srekensn Caanclee, wa0 wes
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not en exverienced .an, said thet he noticed the trein
wes stopped on a Jercending grade ond he knaw the rules
recuvired that hend brskes nuset be set on cars left stand-
1ng on a grade, but et the tine he di1d not think the grade
wes gufficient for cers to start after thevy had once bgen
brougat to a stop

Rear Brakeian Finck ststed thet after his trein
stopoed at .l1llington he lined the derairl and the house-
tTeck ewitch, and upon noticing that the head brakenan
was preperins to cult tne train behind the first car, he
advised hin that the tiain should be shoved back intc
clear Tae first atteipt to .iove the cers failed, as
tne angle cock beiwecn the first and second cars wag closed
ancd toe alr brakes on the resr of the train were set
After the train had been shoved beck avo-t two car-lengths
the heed brokenan closed the aangle cock on the 1sar of the
terder, while Rear 3rarcman Finck closed the sngle cock
on the forward end of the leading c-r, and the parting oI
the engzine uncoupled tne air hose As soon cs the cngine
clepred the passing-track switch he opened 1t aad signaled
the enzinenan to beck up At tnat time the cgers were not
movias, but when the cncine had backed up to a point
pbout thres car-lengths fron the .12in-track switch, as
1t was entsring the houss track, hc saw s slop signal
Jivew, this being when 1t wesg discovered that the cers
ned sterted to .ove, and they collided with the cngine
efter 1% had bcen reversed and sterted in forward . otiom.
Rear Zrekenan Finck further stated thet when the train
stopsed sfter the back-up movenent wes rade i1n order to
clear the switch, he did aot Xknos whether tne stop was
cacde by using the autoinatic breke or tae indepeadent
brake, and when the 2ngine wes uncouvled he did not open
the angle cock on the leading car to deterriine wnetaet the
21T wes set, as 1t 18 the usual practice to set tne air
brekeg before the ctngine 1s cut off FHe also sald tnat
during his sxperience, ensines heve ceen uncoupled fron
cars left standing oa the win track without aany haad
brakes being set and that he had nevcr known of any cars
L0vVing on Lhe zrade at [Ii1llington, although he was aware
that the rules reeouired hand brakes to be aprlied under
such conditiong.

Conductor Zurns stated that he was thoroughly familiar
with the naysical cheracteristics at (l1llington and tnat
he nad been 1a cherge of thie particular rua on VaTious
occasions Lpon arriving at :1l1lington ne went 1nto the
stetion to get tne wavbill for the car that wes to Dde
picked vp at that point and hed Just come out of the
stetion when he noticed tae cers ccllide with the side of
the engine He also noticed lhat the rngine was u0viazg 1a
the sawve direction z2ad at sboul the esa-e speed as the cers,



wilch ot estilieted 2t B 1lzs per nour Ee sald thet 1t
e B not 2 prectice to set hend brakes 01 cers ot

1llington when the sngiae 1s only coiang to rpe zway fron
then for a short veriod of t1ic, but that he wcould sce to
1t that the zir brakes were epplizd or the cers tlocked,
walle he usually caasicned hils vrekeren to block the c=Tso,
he d1@ not do so on the dey of the accident

Conclusions

Tiirge eccident wss coused by feilure to set the brekes
01 cere 1eoft standing on a grade, fo- which Resr 3rekeoan
Fiack 18 priuaarily ot fault

T1der so~ci1al instructicns ccaftained 1n the tiac-
table, 11 18 Drovited that when nccerss~ry to lesve 2 ftraln
or o rort'cn of & troin Gu o a red:, 21T brekes st be
sppiie?, then hend biakes set ti1gnt end ai11 brokes re-
leasad before =n-1int 15 oacoupled According to the sltate-
reanve of the two broge.en, one of the cloged ths aagle
cocl oo tis head end of the le-~cdiag cer a3and tac other
closed 1% on tue Tie» of Tthz tonder, and then they both
accopenlad the cniine as 1t rropared to cater thie siding,
vitrout havin, get osay heud brezes o cdefinitely deteriiii-
11 thrt tle arr crekes were left applied, resulting in
the cers stertins aaced and collidain; with taec enpine
Fecr Brakewan Finck hed taken coerge of tThe umovenieat, 11—
stroyctiny the nesd brzkeran wart to oo, and thsrefore 1s
priierily st fa.lt for what trnok plece.

Toe coplovees i1nvelved were exoerlenced nen and at
tne t1 . or ube accident they had nol been on ¢éuty contrary
to eay of the provisions of tne Lours of service law

Respectfully submitted,

W. P BORLAID,

Director



