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W RHj IKV^TIGmOB 0? ACCIBO^T OK 5PJH C1HGAG0, 

A2?D ̂ JBfCY KAlUlOAIi AT BASSfHQEHI, 3XL,( OK MABGH 3(5f 1914* 
Cm ISaroh @Of 1914* tfcor© wsa & dorailaont of a pasoeager 

train oa tbo C&ioago* Burlington & Qulnoy Bflllrosid at Hawthorne, 
*XX* ^ber© wero no fatalities or aorioue iajurles. Arbor inves­
tigation of this aocldeat th© Chief Inspector of Safety Appliances 
report a as follows* 
^ ,• £*tatboun& train Sfcu 8 ooneiatod of 8 baggage oars, 8 oeaehoo, 
1 chair oar, 8 tourist eloping c«srs» and 3 «tanaard aloo^iag 
oarat n&ulcKt by looossotiv^ Ho* ead was LA ohargo of Con-
duotor Willsrd a*d Eagiii&a&n Sissjon. !?paln Bo# a passad th© 
last open telegraph off!00, Clyde, 111., at 7: Si et* m*, at that 
time boiug 43 &inutos lata* and was darailod at tbe intarlooldag 
to*?®r $t Hav*fchorno at FT S3 s* «* while running at a apead of 
milos pair hour* 

fia&t $srt of th© train Go bo derailed waa fefce roar 
truck of the 6th oerg whian «ns followad by tho dorsil&cmt of 
tit© rosining few ears* At «s(point about £00 fe«$fc hoyor.d tho 
initial point af denilsnmt th© train ba»ok# ta <rao bot^-eou the 
4th and 7th ears, fclio forward portion travoling on additional 
distance of about 180 foot* Son© of th© der&ilod ear® tipped 
over or w^a bn?ly doaiagod, altisougb they ®or© all tilted at an 
angle of about €0 degress* Tho abort distanoQ travorsod by tao 
train aft«jF derailment is ,>robably &oooun$gd for by *H» 
tarding effect of tho derailed truofcs on tho roar portion of 
tbe traia, siakizxg Into the roadbod, prior to tho breaking ia 
two of the train, at VFCIATT tin® feh© air brakes war© ap lied* The 
wo&thar at tit® tiae wsa oloudy, 

$bia part of th© Chi o-*go» B-jrli&gtoa & Quiaey fiAilsoad has 
throe saaia track?, train ̂ treaeata over whioh are go?oraed by 
autonafeio blook signals* Tho track &% tho point of der&Hj&oat 
is straight, with a slight descending gr&do for eastbound trains* 
It i«r laid with 0O»pouad steol raila# S3 foot ia length, with m 
average of go oak tie© und^r moh mix* *h® ftullaat is of sra?ol, 
about IS inohoft in dspth* opposite Ha^hom© to-ver la a cross­
over 1© f^em tho tznek on ̂ hioh train &o# S wa© running to 
a parsiioi traole Imowa as th& runniiis traols, usdd for transfer 
m>r& # % o initisil point of dorailsiont i*as at tho western end 
of this oroosover* 

Ez.iEi5,Datioji showed sbat the derailaaent WIB onusod by a 
loo a© wh<?ol os t)w fouth side \>F fcha formrd axlo on tho rear 
truofc of $h© first tourist alG^pins oar» th® 4th a*sxxin th© train* 
$hiD wheoi# vhioh was loo»o to suoh as oxteat that the ̂ leola on 
this partioular oxlo v?oro more tlmn a inohoa Xnsidet..oir the 
proper gauge, had stllowed the north wheel to work toward tho_ 
youth until it was far #ne^h IN to strike th© awitoh point of 



to 

the facing point awl t oh at ths oroasovor, fcr*a£i»g « M 
emiains tha derailmoat ef this truofc, ae w«£l ** tho swifting 
four 63£8 in tho train* Examination or th* tr&efc showed that 
t^or© was an abs^sion on a guard rail 490 feat west of tho point 
of dorallKont, which Indicated that ©van at till a point the narth 
whoel hajj been far enough lnoldo tho rail to eaabla it to strike 
a avritch point, the center of thle aarfc being four inches from 
tho gauge #ido of tho north rail* ^h«r© was elno ft rail Joint 
about four feet woot of the ©witch at srhioh tho derailment 
ooonrrod svhlah had two bolt a on the Inside broken off* t̂iero 
woro m marks on the ties, fcowror, in the distance? of four foot 
intervening botv/©#n thia j>oint and the switch, *ra that It would 
appear that tijese bolta ware broken off W a m port of tho 
otjulpmsmt of ttea truotes when thay ®a*S derailed at tha ewitoh. 
neither wore any other mits discovered iBSsadlately west of tho 
î oiat of derailment* Xj&alna&loa of guard rails* frogs and 
oraaaiogtf at Aurora, 111,, Oala^burg, 111*, and otirli&gtoa, Xa #, 
point© SO, 104 and 19? nilna, ro»peetiT«ly, west of tho point 
of derailment, tflselosiad siarics oa grtard rails and oroealng 
plaufes on tho Tiorth aid© of the Sraofc «?hioh had heea ssado by 
a wheel flange*: sod «fde& oorrespondod In apgearanoo with the 
aarks s&4o st Hawthorne* At Cr©£t©n, Som, Pacific Junction, Ia«, 
and Omi^i 8*fe?#, pointa 334, 493 ana 48? Silos, rosspootiToly, 
est of tbo point of efirnliaant, no mrtes «®re found* It is, 

of oourso* isposaiblo definitely so e«y that the flange sarfca 
found at Aurora, Oaloahur^, and Burliagtoa ̂ «rr© tho roaalfc of 
this loose whg#l allowing th© north shoo! to worK in ftevare. 
tho oantar of she fcraek, but it ia snpfoeod that the wheal had 
boen ̂ orfeisg loom for aoate diataneo and that by tfcase tho 
train roaehod thos# stations- tho "sfceol had feaoomo sufficiently 
loose to allow th* north occasionally to coma in oontaot 
with tha guard rails and eî -flalng Blanks at tho stations naned* 

fhia loose whoel was a 3S*inohg bolted type, steel tisred 
^heel, o^iptod with centers. It m made at tho Sullace 
vsfor&a of tho Hsil^y B* Co*, and sfcippod usxsnountod oa yobruary 
14, WIS. Oa March 10 of that yosy it waa applied to a tourist 
ear at Los Aageleot and on Febraary 0 t 1914, waa r̂ ffiOBd on 
aooount of a sbar^ flat^@« On tho SBtme day It «aa applied to 

tourist ear ijmslvod ia this derailxaent* Examination of the 
wteoel ahowod that no oil had isoî ad through from tho journal hoae 
to tho axlo, Tho prenonoo of oil upon an sal* la dopandod upon 
to a largo a,xtont h? ins^ootora in detecting loo so ̂ hoelo, and its 
abamoc in t?iX& oaao aot only mad© it difficult to detect tho 
defactlv© ooadifcion, hat l©ado to tho mpffitblen that tha w£eel 
might not liav© <rorked luo e until aomo time during tho trip oa 
•̂bioh t ia sooidont ooourrod* P̂his tr®ln waa inapeotod at 
Aurora, O^lesburg and Burlington, but at none of tposo joints 
v;as the defective condition of this wheal discov^rod* ' 


