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INTERSTATE CCYMITZRCE COMMISSION

REPCRT OF T DIRICTOR OF TrS EBURIAU OF SAFSTY I FE
WULSTIGATION OF AZ ACCICENT TICH COCCURIZLD OI' THE
HICAGC PURLIIGTON & QUILCY RAILROAD AT ST. PAUL,

MIUN., OF MARCH 23, 19308.

April 18, 19208.

To the Com .18:104a:

. Ou March 23, 1723, the e was & resr-end col-
lision -etween two trausfer trai.s on the Cnhicago,
Burilinctoan & Quincy Railroad &t Tt Pavl, Mrnn., 1csult-
ing 1n the deatn of o.ae euployee and the 1njury ol one
employee.

Location and mothod of operation

St. Antrony i1nterloc«ing tower 1s loceted at a
point sbeout 5,300 feed west of tne point of accrient,
just norta of the wai1u tracls or the Great Uortaern
Railway, which trecks extoend eest and west 1n tnis

vicinity, Kopoerg lead track extonds ezsitward rrvom
ibe tower ana narallels tn2 carn trecae of Tne Great
lorthern Railway on the north. Lt a point opproximately

1,900 feet cost of the tower o single-.rack coaawciiou,
knowa ae the Burlington cut-off, 2,032,8 fect 1a le.rth,
leads off ot ZXopners lerd tract Tor "rd the northcest and
connects with the main trachs of +ze ZJorthern Pecific
Failwvay, wiicn at this porav parallel thosce of trhe Great
Northeoin eilway, T accidens gecwrred orn tiis cut-
0if at a peint pproxiwat:ly 650 Jest .ast of the lesd-

frack svitch, an roacains tre oowet o7 acoident i1row the
west fiouac the cut-ofi, oo 1nui.g ~t the switch, therc

15 a 5% curve tu tho loft 142 et 1a length a=nd then the
track 1g targoeat for ¢ aistence of 35 rect follewved by

a2 49 curve to the 1colft 583 103t 1 length, the accident
occocurring on this curve at 2 point aprrvoximately 438

fect from 1te wostorn eeru.  Tho rade Lor cectou.rd trainn
15 0 L2 mer cecac ggccra; 2t th noims ol scerlort, The

2
view froun *the fireuna'ls si7¢ 0f rn eloetbonad on—1 g 18
unobscured Iren the switea to tre rnornt of aceréect,

The weather wes clear ena the sun was ghising
at tne time of the accident, wiich occurred at about
7.03 8,m,

Lescription
Tastoouwia trealt.r train extra 5251 congisted
of 21 cars oad & curcess, heulea by enziae bAE1l, aand wag
11 cherze of Cernauztor Rocpc. ¢ ernd Ireinsmar Davis s
trein lest Clearwater Jaiction yard, of the Great oru ~ -
Failway, ebout 5 miles distoat, 2t about 8 a. n., cad %Wew
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brought to 8 stop on the cact eat of the Barliagton
cut-off at sbout 6.55 a.m., with its rear =nc an-
proxinately 850 Feet cact o1 the lcac track switch.
Permissioa 1. ¢ thean ouvtzinec, by tclenhone, to uce
tlie worthern Pacific Reilwoy maia tracks aad JusSt asg
wxtra 523l elarted to wovs 1tg rer cad was strack by
transrer train 5265,

Tostbound transfer train extra 537% coasisted
of nine carg aad e cabooe2, Lauled py englne 53585, ond
wge 141 charec ol Coaductor Allert fud Lnroincnan Brown,
This trei1a 1.ft Minasepolie Juaction yeid, of tic Great
Fortnern Railway, ebout 2 milcs distasi, at aboat G.40
a m,, eund wos moving through the cut-off at a gpecd
cetimated %o hove cteen betwe:on 10 ond 15 miles moT

hour when 1t colizded with the Te r cene of oxtra nzdl,

The cobeose of exire 5351 wag deielished o.ud
the two rear crre were rligatly dameged, 28 was tie
cese with engine bz3o The cmployes ki1lled was the
conductor of extra £.25

Sumiely ol eviderca

Flegman Flicsbac 0r extra bzZbl, st=tow tuant
after proceceding sroana tho cut-off his train was btrought
to » slop a1n order to g¢t permiss.on to use the Nerthern
Pecific main trocls nad he went outside of whe caroose.
Shortly aftervardes he vent backt i1acide the croocosce a2ad
#e the trrin started 13 wan strack oy cxtra £263, he had
net heard trat trein re 10 rpproached the poiat of
accicent, Tlagran Flicsbach #lso statea tnot troias are
operated arouvnd tre cut-ofi tie rowe as elaewherc 1n the
terminals vvithin yard limits, taet 1s, onlr #5 tie track
1s seccn oT known to be clesr, oaa ke caid that so had
wever rnade 1t o nrac.ice to afford flag protcction on thic
cut-oif, aor wes flag protvecticon offorded under cidinaly
coaditions, sltbouzr occasionnily he cid afford rear-cend
protection from toeg pieatiorrm of the c-boose, e ctoted,
fowsver, thet ac nevar got cown on fhe ground Ior that
rurpose,

1aer.an Dovis, Firevan Siai.en aca Herd Sroke-
ran Soreigl, of cxtra 5301, were uanezc of anyb.ing
WIong pricr to *Le occurrance o: the rceident, at wnich
112 their troin hed Just started, lapgiucres Davis spid
1t had alwaye been 18 uidelstanaine thot j;ord rules
coverncd tlhe oporetion of btroi1as cver the lead tigek ond
eround tne cut-off ~ne tiwt Mo e elwoys opéerated nc-—
cordargly, exooriili~ to fi1.d the track occupied, that 1t
rad never been the custom ie {leg on the cut orl ror cid
he renember o1 ever .ovia., teen flagred there, and that
Treguently trai.s ere lelt cvtaading oo the cut-off wnile
the crngiac procueds T2 a aearby yerd to pick un cars.
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Engincmenr Devis alrec sletioed thot tbe type of engl.ed
used on these traucfers ar: otoker-firea end thot o
epproachin~ the cut-ofr he Afk cs 1t 2 polat o Iaow
tiaet the firemesn io ”‘lntclﬂlpg A propcr lookout atiead,
the curve being on the fircnaa's sicde, arnd that he
depends or the fireman ic ascertala whethor the cut-
off 18 clenr, It 5iso oppcared irom hls gt~ tenents
that the sw1tch leccing fron the leeod track Lo the cut-
off 1s left 1n either pmosition nfter belng uced.  The
stotements of Fireman Sinnen end Hecrd Prokena. Sovelgl
cerroborated in subetaace those of Eaginennn Dovis,
perticularly with regpect to yard rules govefniﬁn the
operation of traansfer trai.s over the cut-or? and elso
ac to the practice for the [irerma to nointaia & HroperT
lookout acrcss tic 1asice of the curve on enterityg ine
cut-off so a2g to 1.form the cagincmen 11 the {rack 1€
a0t clear,

Fireman Kallzin, of cxtre 53385, stetecd that bhe

wee riding oa his ceat box looxing ahead oa entering

the cut-off and that there g rothingy to preveat hin
frow sceing extra 5251, rut thet e muct have been
thinking of somethirg clee boecause he did not sece thet
trein until about the tire thot the enginenal caw 13,
when 1t wes ot more t.on two cir-leagths distent, at
tiite tine the gpeed of ‘ig train “es about 15 ri1les per
hour, and the eagizneron immedietcly epplied tre air
brekes 1 eiergeacy ead chut off stearm, this belag
fclloved by the occurrence ol the pccident., Fireian
2cllin ge1d 1t wao hig undersfending thot traias shculd
be opcratea over the lerd track and cut-cff the sane
o8 on thc wia track, on the other rani, howover, he
ak nowledged thnt co etires Q1o trrin would be left stand
1ag on the cut-orl withovt protection while the cagiae
procecded to a nerrby yrrd lo rick up coare, oleo toat 1t
c the practice to onereote only rs tre treck 1c scea or
waown to be clear, expecting to find 1t occupiecd, TFire-
nan Kellia seia he wes rot aslceep W en his troic wos ap-
preaching the poiat of accident, oot Lo coulde give no
recsoa for not observing extre 5 ol ond weTrnlng Snglne-
a1an Brown &Cuordlﬁgly, he -1 that ne scheoold heve geen
the train shesc waen 1t wopo sbout 12 cnr-lei,the digtaat
and that had Le given 2. Inenan Bru' n proper Teralng taerc
would have beea ample tirne 1n whict to have broupgot the
train to a stop. Hc¢ underwent o payeical exaiiianation
on March 20, 1828, uhich developeu nothing wroﬁg, anh
scic tart on t“ winlar of the cccident he s feeling
all ricit, heo ptea full rerponeibility for tac

L

[sX el
OCCUTTonce o1 t:e cocldent.

Enmire =2 Browa, ol cxtra 53dc5, ctated tiat on
entering the cut-o. 7, t.¢ gwitch arviig beea lef't lirned
for the cut-off, he cosevved the Tircoaan critin, on toe
left scat box, creet, wiil Lic orn on the ar Iess, eycs
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of Flegrar Cleary, of exi.ea 3465, vere so coirlicting,
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Agsigtant Suwncrintondent Jones, of the Greet
orthern Brilwey, coid 17e gvitch lesding to the ocut-

off 1s left in th= .ostiion 1o vhach 1t 1e lagt azed.
Sapecrintendent Browr, 0. the C. B & Q. R, R., stated
tnet the Burlinzgton cut-coff Las considerca 28 2 vard
track onC 13 ego used wale erpincs cf trrnsivr trazns
proczed to 2 nearby yard aad plck up cors, Bt o ais
k.owleure no instructions of reeord hore ever teca 1ssued
coveriar tne gperotion of trains over this tracs., FPe
~leo noza taect rale 208, under taz gperirl raleg COL-
irined 1u the Rul_e of +“e Onerating J=eparsacat 21 the
C., 3. & § k. R, governs the protectiorn of trei.c oa
the cut-cff, this rule rcads ac follows:

—

"fregines 2nd crre 1uet be roved ou yerd
trocks only o8 such trocxs arc seen or Lnown
to ke clear.M

Conclarlions

Tauls rccideat vog ceolced by thoe faizlure of
Fireron Kallin, of extre 5475, tc w@lawein » proner
lcocgoat aae to wotify Enginc an Browa that the torek

wos not clerr

Fizeman Kollin ack.owlecor trat Lthers Tas
1

o

(R
nothing to heve prevented naiw fror sezair. the treia
ahead 1n 2iple tie o Tave avertcd the reccideanl. Ac-
cording to his stetei:mts he was not aslec

Lleep but vas
looring s%rei1grt aheed, ead coula have sesen ex*ro 5351
for . distrrce of dbﬂut 18 car-lenztas; he could give
ne reesod for not opservi~y the treoa 1eau e d ”“l“lpb
Engiae 2l Prowa accoroinily, other thrn the focl ihat
Fe mut arve veern thirkin. ol Qoletnluﬂ else, aal snid
that had he warned tne earincna. the nCClanb could
have cezn prevented., Firenn Kdllin sccepted Jull re-
eponcisilisy for the ccecarrenc: ol toe acerdeat, rz had
had ;7 yearc! eoperienc:, was prometec 1n L1930, fod hod
been 1ploypd rceuladly o transfcer service for rfoas tine,

Cn entering the cut-ofi Za.1.eran Brown Q-
Servea tnc rirerman gsitiing on the left seat box, crocet,
apparently wide aJaﬁe, 1.0 Tull possession of hig
Tacultics aad eintelnias a »roper lockout anead, 11
which latter stoterorl he 1t supporwea oy the statoeient
0of the hoad brakennn. Uedecr these circuvistances, since
The rireann cave ad nerars of Jonger, Utbe <cagine an
aedured trat the ficck wes claor oad €17 ot now tleie
Wag g traz. rnenad uatil 10 gnv 1t wtenn 1T vos ocly VO
cer-lenstie dietnaz, »v t.ich tice 1t as too lete o
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avert tl.e accident, Under ~a comerctiac rule ol $ 1g
rellroed 1t wes toC daty of E;glnaﬁaﬁ Rrow.a to '"sce

01 Xxnow" tont tne ftrack eheed oz his cngine wes clear
before oviag, and he edmitteco Lo responsibility under
the rule Urder the circwootonces orf this cose, howa-
ever, 1° 13 btelicved thet “n.1aenan Brovn wee justified
1n ospuring thet Fircmen Jellin vas alert snd paying
prope: attuPthH to p1o duty.

The 1nveut159110ﬂ devcloped that a unilernm
alergtandings anpereatly dovs nod exist anong the
tployees ag to tl'e method of Oﬁ“”&tl@ﬂ on Kopgers
ad treck or on the Burlaington cut-off, aiw 1t 2Jlso
rperrea taat ac snstructioaws o7 recorc had ever oeen
sued governing troin rmovenento over the cut-oil, It
Yy e adiintted that sowme oif the opiaions adveanced
By the cmployees probably were iniluenced hy their
possible respousitilities 1: conaection with the cc-
currence of the accident, but at the ceric S1.1¢ This 18
a ratter waich chould be clearcd up heyond rny guaestion
Dy the 1scuance or the neccssarr tulletin instructioas.
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While there vas withing to r1unlicote that the
condition of the alr bhrekes had cnything to co .1ih
the occurrence of this accident, vet the sictenents of
trc nerbers of the tuo uraln crown clecTly chowed that
no proper ailr-brake t-.gt wes rrde bhelore these treoins
departed Iroun thearT lLEpeCtlJe Jargn, ard thet 1w neither
coee d1d they have any real knowledzo ac o the ccadl—
tioa of the 21r brakes, anout all ta~i the sts showed
wag tue fret that there were no closec an le cock This
Jetter aleo 1s onc for the attestioan cof tne proppr SULEr—
viglug: oflicials,

A11 of the urplovees involved were cxperieanced
ren, ot the t1 e of tre -ce1dert Loae of t..en 10d ceen
on duty 11 violaticon of oay of the provielons ol the

hours of service law.
Regpectiully subitted,
. P Boryload,

Director.


http://accide.it

