
9S1 

INTERSTATE CCmiEFCS COMMISSION 

PEPCRT CF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BDPEATJ CF SAFETY IN HE INVES
TIGATION OF -PN ACCIDENT LHICH OCCURRED CN THE CHICAGO, 
BURLINGTON & QUINCY RAILROAD LEAR LOCKETT, 'WO - , ON 
SEPTEMBER 2P, 1333-

November 15, 19^3. 

To t h e Commission. 

On September 27, 1923, t h e r e v*as a d e r a i l m e n t 
o f a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on tne C h i c a g o , B u r l i n g t o n & Q u m c y 
R a i l r o a d near L o c k e t t , W y o . , m i c h r e s u l t e d m the dea th 
o f 17 p a s s e n g e i s , 1 e x p r e s s messenger , 1 m a i l c l e r i c , 1 
e m p l o y e e and 1 Pullna&n p o r t e r , w h i l e 7 p a s s e n g e r s and 3 
e m p l o y e e s a r e known t o be m i s s i n g , the i n j u r i e s wen 3 con
f i n e d t o 1 p a s s e n g e r and 1 employee -

L o c a t i o n and method c f o p e r a t i c n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the Guernsey and 
Casper S u b d i v i s i o n o f the Casper D i v i s i o n , e x t e n d m p b e 
tween Guernsey and C a s o e r , W / o - , a d i s t a n c e o f 107.3 m i l e s . 
T h i s i s a, s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o T "er which t r e i n e a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t m e - t a b l e , t r a m o r d e r s , and a manual b l o c k - s i g n a l 
s y s t e m . The p c m t c f a c c i d e n t 1.51 m i l e s west o f 
L o c K e t t , a p o r o a c h m g t n i s p o i n t from the west t h e r e i s a 
t a n g e n t 1 ,537.5 f e e t m l e n g t h , f o l l o w e d by a cu rve of 
1° 2 2 ' t o the r i g n t ; ,hich i s 5 , 3 o 3 . 5 f e e t i n l e n g t h , the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g on t h i s curve 3 ,314 f e e t f i o m i t s wes t e rn 
end, a t b r i d g e 93, spanning what i s knoi-n as C o l e C r e e k . 
The g r a c e a p p r o a c h i r g from the n-est i s u n d u l a t i n g , and i s 
0 . 3 p e r cen t d e s c e n d i n g f o r a d i s t a n c e o f about 1,500 f e e t 
i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d i n g t h e point o i a c c i d e n t . The t r a c k m 
t h i s v i c i n i t y i s l a i d w i t h ' 9 0 - p o u n a r a i l s , 33 f e e t m l e n g t h , 
w i t h an a v e r a g e o i 23 t r e a t e d t i e s t o t he r a i l l e n g t h , t i e 
p l a t e i ^ s i n g l e s p i k e d , and ma in ta ined i n gooO c o n d i + i o n . 

B r i d g e 9 3 was a p i l e d r i v e n t r e s t l e 111 f e e t i n l e n g t h 
and 20 f e e t a b o v e the c r e e k oed a t the h i g h e s t p o i n t , i t 
was b u i l t m 1914. T h i s b r i d g e c o n s i s t e d o f n ine b e n t s , 
spaced about 14 f e e t a p a r t , each bent b e i n g made up o f f i v e 
p i l e s Q i i v e n to t ne p o i n t wnere they would not p e n e t r a t e 
f a r t h e r , t n i s d i s t a n c e v a r y i n g from 13 to 33 f e e t - The 
ben t s ?ere b r a c e d i/>ith sway Graces 4 i n c h e s m t h i c k n e s s , 
10 i n c h e s i n w i d t h , and o f v a r y i n g l e n g t h s , a c c o r d i n g t o 
the l o c a t i o n m which u s e d . Cn top of t he p i l e s were caps 
I V x 14" x 1 4 ' , f i t h s t r i n g e r s r e s t i n g j p o n the c a p s , f o u r 
m each s i d e o f t h e c e n t e r x i n e o f the " t r a c k , 8" x 16" x a 1 , 
w i t h deck o l o c k s 6 i nches l r wid th ana 14 i n c h e s d e e p , dapped 



up as t o go o v e r the caps and p r e v e n t l o n g i t u d i n a l move
ment o f tne s t r i n g e r s - Tne t i e s r e s t e d on t h e s t r i n g e r s , 
and were spaced ] 4 inches f rom c e n t e r t o c e n t e r - On each 
s i d e , r e b t x n g on tne ends c f tne t i e s , tfere f e n a e r s e x 
t e n d i n g the f u l l l e n g t h of t he b r i d g e - AT; eacn end o f the 
b r i d g e , on t he up-sc ream s i d e was r i p rap f r o ? . 7 t o 8 f e e t 
t h i c k a t t he bo t t om, 2 f e e t t m c k a t the t o p , ana about 6 
f e e t i n h e i g n t . On accoun t o f t ne c u r v a t u r e o f the t r a c k , 
t h i s b r i d g e i s no t v i s i b l e by means o f tne r a y s o f a head
l i g h t f o r t o r e than 500 or- 600 f e e t , cmd any unsa fe con
d i t i o n wmch might e x i s t u n d o u b t e d l y would no t be a e t e c t e d 
u n t i l an a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n was irucn n e a r e r . 

The re was a l i g h t r a m f a l l i n g a t the t ime o f 
t he a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 3 .05 p .m-

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Ecstbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m .lo. 30 c o n s i s t e d o f 
one b a g g a g e c a r , one c o m b i n a t i o n m a i l and baggage c a r , one 
coach , one c n a i r ca r , ana t n r e e Pul lman s l e e p i n g c a r s , 
hau led oy C o l o r a d o & Southern eng ine 350, and ras :n charge 
o f Conductor Gof f ana Engmeman S p a n g l e r . Inasmuch us the 
t r a c k be tween Casper and ftenaover, f / y o . , i s o p e r a t e d by the 
C h i c a g o , B u r l i n g t o n & Q u m c y E a i l r o a o , and be tween Wendover 
and Denver , C o l o - , by the C o l o r a d o 6- Southern R a i l w a y , crews 
o f one road o p e r a t e o v e r the t r a c k s o f the o t n e r r o a d , and tne 
e n g i n e crew on t h i s t r a m /vas made up o f employees c f t ne 
C h i c a g o , B u r l i n g t o n & Q u m c y R a i l r o a d , w h i l e tne t r a m crew 
was composed o i employees o f the C o l o r a d o & Soutnerr. R a i l 
way. The ca r s were o f a J l - s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n wi th t ne e x 
c e p t i o n o f the f i r s t and t h i r d , which i iere o f s t e e l - u n d e r -
frame c o n s t r u c t i o n - T r a i n No . 30 d e p a r t e d from Casper , which 
i s i t s i n i t i a l s t a t i o n , and a l s o t ne l a s t open o f u c e , a t 
8-35 p- . i i - , on t i m e , and was d e r a i l e d a t b r i d g e 98 w h i l e 
t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d to have been 30 o r 40 m i l e s 
an hour . 

Eng ine 350 came to r e s t on i t s n g . ' t s i d e , w i th 
i t s head end about 10 f e e t f rom the e a s t banic o f the creeK, 
p a r a l l e l w i t h ana about 15 f e e t south o i the c e n t e r l i n e o f 
the b r i d g e , and was p r a c t i c a l l y submerged m the sane 1, the 
t e n d e r was i m m e d i a t e l y b e h m a t n e e n g i n e . The f i r s t ca r 
came to r e s t on the east oank o f the c r e e k , w i t h about 30 
f e e t ot i t s r e a r end o v e r h a n g i n g the c r e e k , the s u p e r 
s t r u c t u r e of t h i s c a r .;as d e s t r o y e d - The n e x t t h r e e c&rs 
went i n t o t he c ree ic , t ne second ana f o u r t h r e s t i n g p a r t l y 
on t h e t h i r d , wnich was d e m o l i s h e d , w n i i e the secona ca r 
was n e a r l y d e m o l i s h e d . Tne head end o f the f i f t h c a r a l s o 
went i n t o t he c r e e k , w h i l e t he r e a r ena remained on tne 
oank, but tne wa t e r so undermined i t as t o cause i t f i n a l l y 
t o f a l l i n t o t n e s t ream and i t was p r a c t i c a l l y submerged i n 
the sand- The f o r w a r d t r u c k o f the s i x t h c^r was d e r a i l e d . 
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The b r i d g e was d e m o l i s h e d . The e m p l o y e e k i l l e d was a 
bra^erran, i n i l e tne emp loyees m i s s i n g a r e tne engmeman, 
f i r e m a n , and Jor ,ducTcr . 

Summary c f E v i d e n c e -

C o l e Creoif, tap s t ream .spanned by b r i d g e 98, 
i s a s m a l l s t r e a m a^eut l i L m i ' e s m l e n g ^ u , anc j o i n s 
t h e lMcrth P l a t t e P i v e r aoou t o r e - f a 1 r t h m i l e soutn o f 
t r e r a i l r o a d ; i t c r a i n s m. a r e a c f aoou t 130 square m i l e s , 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y HC c f m i c h a r e composed o f adooe s o i l , 
wnich sbeos i v a + e r v ° i y r 3 e d i l y , tne r e m a i n i n g p o r t i o n 
c o n s i s t s e r a v e r y s a roy s e l l - rtithm t h i s sandy a r e a 
a r e t o be f o j n c a nur.her o f sane b^rs a c r o s s s n a l l o w s p o t s , 
f o r c i n g D u e 1.13 o f p ^ c i s whicn a f t e r a j a m o f the l e a s t 
s e v e n t y ^ r e f i l l e r * i t h ^ a t e r , somet imes c f c o n s i d e r a b l e 
c s o m . Tne a . L o . a l r a i n f a l l in t m s v i c i n i t y , as shorn 
by M c U S . i . ' ^ - L e r Eureau r e c c r a s f o r the p a s t n i n e y e a r s , 
i s 1 ^ m m t - s , tne p r e c i p i t a t i o n f o r the ironth o f Sep tembe i , 
19 3o, 1 a:3 5 .10 m c n e s , 3 .o9 inches o f which f e l l on 
S e p t e r b a r j 7 m m a Jfeth. 

An i n p p 3 c - r i o n t u p c i tne a r e a c r a i n e d Dy C o l e 
Creek aoD 1 e t.v- b r i d g e , maae s e v e r a l ca^s a f t e r the a c c i 
dent by . i^&is . an t i n ^ i n e e r H i c ^ o x , u i s c l o s e j t n a t a t t h r e e 
o i f f p i e n t p : i . i + b t . i f sand haa d r i f t e d a c r c o s t h e channe l 
o f the 3 t r e a t , c r e a t i n g c a r r i e r s and impounding l a r g e 
volumes o f ' U t ^ r , r e s u l t i n g m l a r g e a r e a s on oo tn s l o e s 
o f tne c r e e k o e m g f l o o d e d , r+ccc r j i ng co the s t a t e m e n t o f 
one o f tne i n h a b i t a n t s 0 1 tne " i c i n i t y , t h e r e was one 
p o i n t 11 o r 13 t i l e s a o j v e tne o n d b e where a t •* p m. on 
t h e aay of the; a c c i o e n t aoou t 520 a c r e s o f lane was f l o o d e d , 
and cn v i s i t i n g t h i s p l a c e a t 9 a .m. the nex t day p r a c 
t i c a l l y a, 11 o f the i a t e r had d i e a o p e a r e d , he though t tho.t 
i n seme n l a c e s tne. v .e ter m tne f l o o d e d a r e a ncg 13 o r 1* 
f e e t deep eao &eid a c h ^ n e l o0 o r AO f e f " t wide had been 
cu t t r -rouge the sana b a r m m n had h e l d the w a t e r . He a l s o 
e a i c a l l t h i s w a t e r had accumi l a tea d u r i n g the day o f the 
a c c i d e n t . A s s i s t a n t E n g i n e e r H I O K O X s a i c t n a t the open ing 
u n d e r the b r i d g e \o-s s u f f i c i e n t to t a k e c a r e o f tne w s t e r 
f rom tne d r a i n ge a m a e " e n under f l c o d c o n d i t i o n s . He 
examined t n e p i l i n n found a f t e r thd a c c i o e n t , which were 
o f c e d a r , and fcuuo than m a good r t a t e o f p r e s e r v a t i o n , 
souna, a rc t ' l ^ h c t any s i g n s of oac^y, If 'hi le i t was a i s 
o p i n i o n m ^ t i r e a o c i a e . i t wa 0 cue t c n i g n A ^ t e r , he was 
u n a b i e t ^ s r ^ . e it.lr.ier t h e wp&t c^pproacn o f the b r i d g e 
had been a^hs ,L ou t , e f o r e tne a r r i v a l c i t r a i n S o . 30, 
o r whoi .-cr t-.e o r . o ^ e nad bsei so ea^enea D / the washing 
aw&y o f r n e _ .c i l s u p p o r t i n g the p i l i n g t o cause the 
b r i d g e 1 : ri*~? unu^i tne v e i u . t o f + h e t r a m . 

^ j - t - i c . ^ r 'Ta> gooa s t a t j o tn^-t on account o f the 
r a i n nj e c t t^e t n g i n e o f e westocund l o c a l f r e i g h t t r a i -
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a t about 1-CC p.m. , ar̂ d rode towazd Caspe r f o r t h e pu rpose 
o f Q j p e r v i r g xr<?ck e o i i d i t i o n s . Pt 3-35 p-m , tne r a i n was 
s o s e v e r e t h a t av N o r t h G l e n r o c k , 8 .39 m i l e s e a s t o f C o l e 
C r e e K ard the f i r s t s t a t i o n ease o f L o c & e t t , he i n s t r u c t e d 
the s e c t i o n foreman to p a t r o l the t r a c k and a l s o n o t i f i e d 
t h e d i s p a t c h e r a t Cabper t h a t a heavy r a i n was f a l l i n g e a s t 
o f N o r t h C l e n r o c k . Tne t r a i n was f l a g g e d m a cu t e a s t 
o f L o c k e t t cn accoun t o f sand naming been wasnea apon t n e 
t r a c k , and the s e c t i o n foreman a t L o c k e t t was a l s o i n 
s t r u c t e d t o p a t r o l the t r a c k vvhiie tne s to rm c o n t i n u e d -
The l o c a l l e f t L o c k e t t , p a s s i n g e v e r C o l e Creeic b r i d g e a t 
about 6 .15 p .m.3 a t which t ime he s a i d t h e r e was a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y 8 o r 10 inches o f w a t e r m t n e c r e e * . Upon a r r i v i n g 
a t Caspe r a t about 7.50 p . n - , ne r e p o r t e d co no i t i o n s t o the 
d i s p a t c h e r s t a t i n g t n a t ramie t i e r e h^d been heavy r a m s 
e a s t o f L o c k e t t he d id no t c o n s i a e r the s i t u a t i o n o f a 
s e r i o u s na tu re o r such as iirould warran t tne i s s u i n g o f 
s l o w o r d e r s . He went t o t n e s c e n e o f t h e a c c i d e n t s h o r t l y 
a f t e r i t s o c c u r r e n c e nad been r e p o r t e d , a t t ha t t i m e t n e r e 
were n 0 or 12 f e e t o f i . a t e r runn ing m the c r e e k and no 
p a r t o f the b r i d g e was v i s i b l e . He f u r t h e r s t a t e d tha t 
m t h e n ine y e a r s he bad worked on the Casper d i v i s i o n he 
had n e v e r b e f o r e s een p o r e than 3^ o r 3 f e e t o f w a t e r m 
C o l e Ciee.*., and t h a t o n l y o r c e , m 193 5, the wa te r had 
r eacned tna t d e p t h . 

S e c t i o n Foreman K e l l n e r , i n cha rge o f t h e 
s e c t i o r on r h i c h tne a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e a , s t a r t e d f o r t he 
e a s t end oi h i s s e c t i o n about 7 .30 p-ra-, f o r tne pu rpose 
o f i n s p e c t i n g the s m c cu t s a t t n a t p o i n t , and on h i s r e t u r n 
t r i p , a t about 8 p -m- , made an m s p i r c t i o n o f b r i d g e 98 , 
and a t t h i s t ime the s t r e a m appeared t o be aoout 14 o r 18 
f e e t vvide and about 18 i n c n e s deep , t h i s b e i n g an unusua l 
amount o f t v a t e T " . S e c t i o n Foreman K e l l n e r ctlso s a i d t h a t 
t h e r e J"as no d r i f t o r d e b r i s l o d g e d a g a i n s t tne Drxdge and 
t h a t he was s a t x s i i e a t h a t no dangerous c o n d i t i o n e x i s t e d -
He s e a t e d t i j t d u r i n g t h i s i n s p e c t i o n t r i p no wa te r was 
n o t i c e d Hi the d i t c n e s o r m tne waterways p a r a l l e l i n g 
the t r a c x and c o n d i t i o n s ^ e r e found s o f a v o r a b l e t h a t i t 
d id n o t then appear to be n e c e s s a r y t o p a t r o l the t r a c k 
any more a t t h a t t i me. 

M a s t e r C a r p e n t e r Meyer , o f the Casper D i v i s i o n , 
s a i d t ha t he i n s p e c t s tne b r i d g e s under n i s j u r i s d i c t i o n 
s e m i - a n n u a l l y , and t h c t c u d g e foremen a r e r e q u i r e d by r u l e 
t o i n s p e c t a l l the o n d g 3 s u n d e r t h e i r s u p e r v i s i o n monthly-
Hs s t a t e d the semi -annua l i n s p e c t i o n c o n s i s t e d o f a thorough 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f a l l the p a r t s of the o r i d g e , and the p i l i n g 
t o a dep th o f 3? f e e t , on September 3b, 1933, such an i n 
s p e c t i o n had been made and the b r i d g e a t C o l e Creek found 
t c be m f u s t c l a s s c o n d i t i o n - The l a s t monthly i n s p e c 
t i o n by the b r i d g e foreman h a v i n g j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h i s 
t e r r i t o r y was on August 38 and 39, minor r e p a i r worit was 
done a t t h a t t i m e -



"J r r . s io . i S u c e r i n t e n d e n t Gj is j .ng.er s a i d t h s t he 
had r e : f i i : co in his o i i i c e a l l aey andaur i r .g the e v e n i n g o f 
S e p t e n o e s H" m o r d e r t o keep en t o j c n r i m o p e r a t i n g c o n 
d i t i o n s , auc e c p ; t a a r e p o r t e d oj Roaa a s t e r Uaygood , did 
no t cor'Siaer tne t i a o K c o n d i t i o n s eas b o f Gasper to be out 
o f the o r d i n a r y rle """bought eve LY n e c e s s a r y p r e c a u t i o n had 
b e e n t&Ker. t o gua id a g a i n s t the a c t i o n o f u n f a v o r a b l e e l e 
ments and f i o m t h e T ^ o r i ; & he nad r e o e i / e o he d id n o t con -
s i d e i the s i t u a t i o n ' u r r t ' i i e d t i_ m h o . 30 b e m g n e l d a t 
C a s p e r , o r tne s end ing o f a s p e c i a l p a t r o l ahe&c o f t ha t 
t r a m -

Bra ,isrran Ore A S , tne o n l y s u r v i v i n g member o f the 
t r a m o r e n g i n e c r e v o f t r a m N o . 50, s a i d t h a t tne r e g u l a r 
a i r b rake t e s t was made b e f o r e tne t r a i n l e f t Casper and 
t h a t a r m n i r g t e s t vas maoe a f t e r the t r a i n d e p a r t e d and 
as f a r as he knew the b rakes were i n r.ocd o r d e r No s t o p s 
were made be tween Casper arc" the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , and he 
o l d no t n o t i c e any a p p l i c a t i o n o f tne a i r o r G i g & u n t i l j u s t 
b e f o r e tne a c c i d e n t , a t m i e n t me they were a p p l i e d i n 
emergency , but ne did n o t t h i n k -,ne f u l l e f f e c t was o b t a i n e d 
o e f o r e tine ca r s began f a l l i n g in^c t he s t r e a m . Ke uras r i d i n g 
i n tne r e a r c a r a t the t i n e o f t he a c c i d e n t , wmcn ne sa id 
o c c u r r e d a t abo^t 3 . 0^ o r 9 .05 p » m . , and e s t i m a t e d the speed 
o f tne t r a m t c nave been about 35 or 40 m i l e s m hour . 

The s t a t e m e n t s o f Pul lman Conductor Cobum p r a c t i c a l l y 
c o r r o o e r a t e c t hose o f 3r*ircsnian Crews-

Generd.1 L o i l e - I n s p e c t o r F c ^ g a i t y , of the 
C n i c » g o , huz l i n g b c n & Q u m c y R a i l r o a d , L i n e s 'Vest, s t a t e d 
he i n s p e c t e d t i e D o i l e : o f e n g i n e 350 a f ^ e r tne a c c i d e n t , 
and f o. no t.vic mce o f i t s n-^vmg occ-n strnnK on top by the 
smoking c a r , . I t m ' i m :uptu i e s • d Uj.ma>e to the wrapper 
s h e e t end o ,in_ . . whi^e a p o i t i o n o f t i e s t e e l c e n t e r 
s i l l ano c r n . , c r I -uiz s t i l l emoeddea in tne wrapper shee t 
m e n the eng ine w^3 r c r ^ i l c d - H e c^ula fine, no i n d i c a t i o n 
t h a t an t A n o i i o i . --•a o c c u r r e d , a l t h o u g h p a r t s of tne p e n e 
t r a t i o n s D I C K a i d f r o n t d o o r h i n g e vere found on the eas t 
bank o f tne s t r eam 'here ne b e l i e v e d t n e y had oeen Knocked 
o r thrown uy e^aipri err f o l l o w i n g t h e e n g i n e , i"1" o e i n g h i s 
o p i n i o r t ha t t i e S I - O K O stdCii was s t r u c k and broicen o f f by 
some p a r t of the equipment vvhicu p u l l e d t h e p e n e t r a t i o n stacK 
out t h rough the smo^e s tac.^ o p e n i n g Cn accoun t o f tne s i d e 
diap.iT-am p l a t e d and s u p e r h e a t e r u n i t s be ing u n d i s t a r b e d he 
did no t t n m k the p r e s s u r e throngn the f l u e s ceased by the 
rup tu re in t he c rosn she^t and f l u e s n e e t s u f f i c i e n t t 0 have 
b lown t h e s e p a r t s our; m r o u g n th'- f r o n t anu-

C a r e f u l e x a n i r a t i o n o f tne e n g i n e was a l s o made 
by an i n s p e c t o r c f tne C o i x i i & j i o n ' s Lv reau o f L o c o m o t i v e 
I n s p e c t i o n , , who found no i n d i c a t i o n s c f tne w a t e r m t h e 
b o i l e r n a v n g oeen J.0%, or c f o v e r n e a t m g , i t was h i s i d e a 
t n a t the p a r t s fcund on tne e a s t oank of t he c r e a k might 
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have heen b lown out o i the smoke box as a r e s u l t o f s team 
and ho t wa te r e s c a p i n g th rough tne f l u e s as a r e s u l t o f 
damage s u s t a i n e d m the a c c i d e n t . Th is i n s p e c t o r did no t 
c o n s i d e r t ha t t h e r e naa b e e n ' d e f e c t or o t h e r c o n d i t i o n 
e x i s t i n g on the e n g i n e which c o u l d have c o n t r i b u t e d m 
any way t o t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f t he a c c i d e n t . 

The smoke s t a c k o p e n i n g m the smoke box was found 
t o be 31 i nches m d i a m e t e r , v .h i l e the p e n e t r a t i o n s t a c k 
f l a r e d outward a t tne bo t t om t o a d i a m e t e r o f 30 i n c h e s . 
Two f ragments o f the p e n e t r a t i o n s t a c x were r e c o v e r e d , and 
measurements o f these p a r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t would have 
b e e n i m p o s s i b l e f o r tnem t o have passea through the smoke 
s tac j t o p e n i n g . 

C o n c l u s i o n s • 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused e i t h e r by b r i d g e 98 
b e i n g washed avay, or to i t s b e i n g so weakened as t o cause 
i t s c o l l a p s e u n d e r the w e i g h t o f t he t r a i n -

A f t e r the a c c i d e n t the b r i d g e s t r u c t u r e , w i t h 
t h e e x c e p t i o n o f a f ew o f the s t r i n g e r s , was m i s s i n g . I t 
had r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d a semi-annua l i n s p e c t i o n oy t h e master 
c a r p e n t e r and monthly i n s p e c t i o n by the b r i d g e fo reman , 
o e m g m good c o n d i t i o n a t t hose t i m e s , and had been e x 
amined by tne s e c t i o n foreman w i t h i n a p p r o x i m a t e l y one nour 
o f t h e t i m e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , a t t h i s l a t t e r t i m e t h e r e 
was a s m a l l volume o f wateT p a s s i n g under i t , and tne i n 
v e s t i g a t i o n f a i l e d t o d e v e l o p that t h e r e had been any heavy 
r a m s m the v i c i n i t y a ^ t e r t h a t t i t r e . Under t n e s e c i r 
cumstances i t seems p r o b a b l e tha t the l a r g e amounts o f wa t e r 
which appear t o have been impounded by t he sand b a r s a t 
v a r i o u s p o i n t s up stream f m a 3 1 y were r e l e a s e d tnrough the 
g i v i n g way o f p o r t i o n s o f the sand b a r s , and t h a t t h i s wate r 
e i t h e r weakened one b _ . d g e o r washed i t away e n t i r e l y . 

The f m d i n g o f p a r t s o f the smoke s t a c k , p e n e 
t r a t i o n s t a c x , c?nter s e c t i o n o f a r a f t p l a t e , and d o o r h inge 
o f e n g i n e 350 on t h e east bank o f the c r e e k , f rom 30 t o 50 
f e e t f rom tne e d g e , u~,_ed some q u e s t i o n as t o whether t he r e 
had been a b o i l e r e x p ^ o ^ i o n a t aoou t tne t ime t r a m No- 30 
r e a d i e d i,he b r i d g e , but c a r o m l e x a m i n a t i o n o f the e n g i n e 
made by the i n s p e c t o r s o f t n i s bureau, as w e l l as by an i n 
s p e c t o r c f the Bu ieau o i L o c o m o t i v e I n s p e c t i o n o f t h i s Com-
m i s s i o n , and by tne gene 1 a"1 b o i l e r i n s p e c t o r o f the r a i l 
road company, f a i l e d t o d i s c l o s e that sucn was t he c a s e . 

The employees i n v o l v e d were e x p e r i e n c e d men, and 
none o f them had oeen on d u t y m v i o l a t i o n o f any o f the 
p r o v i s i o n s o f the hours o f s e r v i c e l aw-
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