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INTER3TATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRSCTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN
RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED
ON TEE CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS & LOUISVILIE RAIL-
WAY NEAR ST. JOHN, IND., ON MAY 25, 1928,

July 24, 1928,
To thec Commission:

On May 25, 1928, a2 passenger train on the
Chicago, Indianapclis & Louisville Rairlway struck
an automobile trailer near 3St, John, Ind,, and was
deraxled, resulting in the death of two employces,
This accident was investignted in conjunction with
a rcpresentative of the Public Servicc Commission
of Indizna.

Locaticn and method of operation

Thig accident occurred on the Fairst Dis-
trict of the Northern Division, extcnding between
Shops, Ind,, and Chicego, Ill,, @ dastonce of 118.2
milcs, in thc vicinity of the point of accident this
18 a sinzle-track line over whieh trains arc operated
by time-table, train crdcrs and an automatic block-
glgnal and automatic troin-contrcol systeri. The ac-
cident ocecurred at o point about 13 miles north cf
the station 2t St. John, at the point wherc a public
highway knovm as 01d Joliet Rpad cerosses the main
track at on angle of about 45°. The railroad track
at this point extends from anrthwest to southcast
while thc public h.ghway, 2 gravel road 18 feet in
width, c¢xtends from north to south.

Apprcaching thc crossing from the south
on the railrond Laere 1s a 09 30' curve to the left
1,533 fecet 1n length and then the track i1s tangent
for a disteonce of 657 feoet to the c¢rossing and for
a considerable distance beyond; the grade for ncrth-
bound trains 18 0,49 per cent dcscendiag. Approaching
from the nerth on the highway, becginning ot o point
100 fect north of the erossing, the rocad rises 7
feet to the level of the crossing, 1s level over the
trneck and then 1t desccends £ feet within a distance
of 35 fecect, a sharp decline of 2 fcet being made 1n
the fairst 10 fect of this descent. The crossing is
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planked between tne rairls and there is one plank
on the cutside cof ecach rail, The only protection
nfforded ot the crossing i1s the ordinary railroad
crossing warning signs, cne of thesc buing located
on cach gi1dc »f the crossing.

The weather was foggy at the time of the
accident, which occurred at about 5.53 a.m.

Description

The wvehicle involved i1in this accidcent,
owned by the Downeyr Construction Co,, Hommonl, Ind,,
consisted of a Mack 5-ton truck with a trailer
attached, which wos equippcd with an uaderslung
body. The truck was being opcrated by William
Bathurst and was procecting south on 01d Joliet
Road, It passcd over the crossing and on starting
down the south epunroach the hody »f the trailer
geraped cn the west rail anc an angle iron canught
in the rall, stolling the truck, This occurred at
about 5.50 a.m., and about three ninutes later the
trailer was struck by trean Ho, 36,

Northbound passenger train No. 36 consisted
of one mail cor, two express c¢ars, one combination
car, onc coach and five Pullmen slecping cars, in
the order named, hauled by engine 432, and was 1n
charge of CHonductor Smith aald Engincmen Belaonger,

This train passed St. John at 5.50 o.m., according to
the train shect, twoe minutes late, and was traveling
at a spced cstimated to have been about 40 to 45 miles
per howr when 1t struck the trailer at Cld Joliet Road.

The trailer wes thrown clecar, and to the
west, »f the treoek, 120 feet beyond the crossing.
Enginc 432, its tender, the first four cargs and the
forwerd truck of the faifth car werc derciled, The
engine camc Lo rest cast of and parallel to the track,
with 1ts hcad end 248 fout beyond the crossing; the
englne and first two cors were coverturncd, while the
other Jdercilced cars rconnined practic2lly upricht.

The cmbloyees killed were the engincman and fireman,

Sunmary of evidoence

. Statcacnts of surviving members of the crew
were to the ¢ffeet that the Tirst they knew of any-
thing wrong was wheon the cir brokes were applied in
emergcacy just pricr to the aceident, at which time
the specd of their train was abcout L0 or 45 miles per
heour, They clso snad thot the air brakes hod worked
properly en route,
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The driver of the automobile truck involved
in this accident, William Bathurst, age L6 years,
stated that the truck deperted from Hammond at about
4.30 a.m., proceeded to Thornton, at which point the
trailer was attached, and from that point was en route
to Cedar lLake, in order to load a concrete mixer on
the trailer, The driver sald that before proceeding
upon the crossing he locked to ascertain that there
was no train approaching, and that he then drowve the
truck upon the crossing at a speed of not more than
25 miles per hour, When the front wheels cf the
traliler passcd over the crossing the body of the
trailer scrascd the west rail and an angle iron
caucht thereon, leaving lhe Tront wheels of the
trarler suspended in the air., An attempt was made
immiedintely Lo rclcase the trailcr witi a crow bar,
and the cngle iron was pried up and blecked, Prep-
ar~tions wcres thcen made to pl=acc blocks under the
front wheels of the trailer, in order for tacm to
have something to run unon, when the rumble of the
train was bcard and the hecadlight anoticed. The
truck driver and his helpcr Aaron Srmith, ran toward
the appreoacaing train, waving ston signals, the
driver with his c¢ep and the aclrers wath gloves, and
the driver statcd that two short blasts of the
whistle were scunded just about tne time the engine
came 1nto vicw, 2Prior to lhis time no attempt at
flag protcection had been made. It also appeared from
the truck driver's statements that on one other oc-
casiocn, whilc procceding over a crossing 1n Hammong,
the underframe of thc trailer dragged on the crossing
but that 1t did not cause the truck to stall. The
statcements of the helper, Aaron Smith, corroborated
1n 2ubstance those of the draiver; the helper also saad
that the truck was brought to & stop before procceding
over the crossing, slso that he had run a distance
of about fivc or s1x tclegraph pole lengths toward
the oprrocching train beforc it came into view around
the curve. The statcments of four cyc-witncsses
to the accident were similar in sabstaace to those
¢ the truck driver and the helper as to what trans-
pired just prior to the accident,

The troiler involved weighed cbout 43 tons;
1t had an underslung body about 1465 fect in lcngth
end 13 feet 9 inches in width, and & stecl frame waith
a bed of 33 inch plenks, supported on two wheels 1n
front and four whcols av the reer, The body of the
treiler had a road clcaranec of only 8 inches.
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Conclusions

This accluent was ceused by a treiler at-
tached to an automobile iruck becoming stallcd on a
rallroad crossing.

Thc i1nvestigabion disclosed that the trailer
had a clecarrace of only 8 i1aches, while thc south
approoch to the highway crossirg hed a decline south-
ward cf @ fcet in the first 10 feet. Ag the front
cnd of the trailer moved c¢ver the crossing, the com-
bination of the low clenrcnce of the body of the
troiler »nd the sharp decline of the south approach
resulted in om ngle 1iron undcr the body of the
treo1ler boconing crught in the west reoil of the
trock, s85~1iiag the truck, »nd ccusing the front
wiiccels of 1ihe troiler to be suspecadced obove the
ro~d; the accident occurrcd before the trailer
could be rclensced,

All of the emnrloyess irnvolved werc ex-
perienced men and ot the time of the cceiacnt none
of them .cd deen on duty in violetion of any of the
provisiong of the hours of servicc law.

Ruspectlully submatted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Dircector.



