July 29, 1912
Inv«&8

Collision en the Chieago, Indisnspolis & Louias-
ville Railwsy near Bedford, Ind., on June &, 1912,

On June 8, 1912, thers was a head=end colliszion on
the Chicago, Indlanapolls & Loulsvilie Rallway at Jund Pit,
nesr Redford, Ind,, which resulted in the death of 1 amil clerk
and the injury of about 50 passengers, only one of them being
serious, After lnvestigetion of thls aceldent the Chief In-
spector of 8afety Aprliances reporta ag followar

Herth-bound train Ho« 8 wes running from Loulsville,
Kyss to Bloomington, Ind. It conslsted of one conblnation
pall, express and baggrege cur, and thres goeches, haulsd by en-
glne No., 71. Thiz trsin left Louiaville at 2125 p.o. AL
Orleans, 1l miles scuth of Band Plt, the crew in chargs of
this train received trazin order Ho, 131, reading as followa:

No. 8, Eng. 71, take siding and neet Ho. 5, Eng.fl2,
at 8and Pit.

Triin Ho. 8 arrivod at Bund Pt st 51435 p.m., and the brakenan
had just cpened the switelhh in order to sllow the train to anter
the aiding when the ¢olliision oeeurred,

South-bound truin Ho. § wous running from Chicago,Ill.,
to Loulsville, Xy. It consisted of one asril c¢ar, one huggage
ear, two coaches, and one parlor eur, hauled by englne Nc. 412.
This train left Chicago at 9103 s.m., and prior to 1ts departure
from deloel, Ind., the Bloomington yards of the C., I. & L. Ry.,
28-1/2 milaes north of 8and P1it, &t 4:38 p.sd, ragmf@ed a cany
of truln order Ho. 131, Train Ho. 5 left Hedfnr& gt 53137 p.n.,
and resched Sand P4, 3-1/2 milss south of Beddbrd, at about
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5t45 pPaita, c0lliding hesd-on with train Mo, &, The speed of
trein Ho. 5§ at the time of the colllsion was estimated to be
about 30 miles per hour.

) Both e¢ngines were considerably damaged, while the qon~
bination car of train No. 8 was telescoped and destroyed. The
vail cur on train No. 5 wze also damaged.

The division on whieh this seeident cecurred 13 a
single track line. Ko block signala are in use, trains being
oserated by train orders. The collision oceurred on & curve
of 4%, 1n a cut the walls of which are sbout 10 feet high.

The enginemen of south-bound trains are on the outside of this
surve, There are gome trges and bushes on the inside of this
curve, which to stme extent obscure the view of approaching
englnemen. There is a descending grade for south-bound trains
of about 1 per cent., The weather at the time of the collision
was ¢lear., daund 21t statlon {s located just at the beginning
¢f the nerthern end of the curve.

Engineman Ari ca, of traili Ho. 5, stated that he had
a gopy of erder lo. 131, and thet both he and his fireman knew
thet their traln was to qeet traln No. 8 at Sand Pit. The
enginenan sald thot he a-d thought of the meeting with No, 8
when hils trudin sns shout 2 qile distant from 8and Pit, but after
whistling for the stution ne forgot sabout it. He did not sound
the whistle signel required ©uy the rules when approaching & neet-
ing peint, neither ¢id he hear the conductor glve him = stop
sipnal with the sir whistle. A fow seconds afteg/mgtstling

{
for Sand P11t station tie thought of thas meet with No, 8 and at

once applied the brakes, - -
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Conductor Rllsberry, of train Ro. 5, stuted that ap~
proaching Bznd PLit he wvas busy toking tickets, snd at the same
tiue listening for the whistle signal for Band PLt statlon.

Aftar thls signal was sounded he did not hear the eignsl sounded

for the meeting point with Ho, 8 and at once signaled the en-
gineman to stop. At about the same time the emergency brskes
were applied.

Fireman Owens stuted that he had been attending to
the fire snd that the statlicon signel seunded just a3 he was
finishing. He then looked ocut to ses where the train was and
thought thet 1t waa time for the englneman to apply the air
Yrskes 1f he lntended to aton st Sand Pit. He eslled to the
engineman and at the game time the latter 2esmed to think of
it, 23 he at once aprlied the bralkes,

Hend Brakeman U'Connell was riding in the bugpege
cour approaching Band Pit. ¥hen the englneman did not zound
the ususl signal for o mesting polnt, efter whistling for
Send PLit staticn, he reached for the air whistle cord, but
bafore he could get tc 1%, the emergency brakes were applied.
After the brakes had bean applled, the engineman sounded two
or three short blasts of the whistle,

All of the employces involved were sxperlenced men
with good raeords, and none had heen on duty in violation of
the provisionz of the hours of service law.

Thiz accident wos caused by the anginemﬁgxaf traln

No. 5§ temporarily overlouking trzin order Ho, 131 and failing
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to have hilas train under such control es %o enable hin to bring
it to a stop before pansing the awitch leading to the side track
at Sand Pit.



