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ITT~RS:ATE CO^'E-CE CO'C "IS5TCI" 
REPORT OE Tr_E DIRECTOR OE T E ^NREAU CE SAFETY IN RE IN^^STI-

C-ATTON OR AN ACCIDENT ZIICH OCCURRED ON T _E C ICAC-0 
CRTAT WESTERN RAILROA _ HEAR VEST PLATTE, NC. , ON 
OCTOBER 38, 1930. 

Eebrvjary -> r 1^30 

To ti.e C c i i issi on: 
On October 33, 1929, tnere wa^ a i.ead-end collision 

oetween a h e i n t train and a work tram on the Cue ago Great 
'astern Railroad near »est Platte, Yo. , '"UI ca resulted, m tne 
deatn of one enrlovec and tne injury of one e oloyee. 

Location and method of operation 
Tnis °ccident occurred on CL e Seventn District of tne 

Soutiiern Division, extend.ni'] ^etwem Conception, 'o., aid 
Leavrrjoorti., Eans , a distance of 73.4 miles, in tne vicinity 
of tne point of accident h is is a si jle-trac1' line over 
'•ucn trains a^e operated by t i i e-t fble and tram orders, no 
block-si nal system being, in use. Eeverly is located 3 1 
miles yest of '..est Platte and tne "?rd li uts of ^eveily ex-
tend/It&0*cfest Platte, tne accident occurred at a point 1,370 
feet west of tne west passing tiack s1 itca at jest Pla/tte, 
Taiich point is ""ltnm t.ie y^rd lifita Oi . ^ v e i ] : Anpro'-cn-
m g t..is P o i n t from Lr wept t^ trfjck is t m ant "or ^ dis­
tance of 725 xoet, followed by a compound curv to C e left 
3,075 feet m length, ti*e ,axi w 1 curvature ol vnc,. is 4°, 
tij.e o.ccident occurrm on t is curve - poroxii1" 1 4 y 400 feet 
from its e-stern end vuere tie curvature is 2° 30' 
App-omnma, from t..e east t are is a 2° curve to t n e i"1 .t 
1,400 feet in len tn, tne track s i en trormt or J distance 
of 3,100 feet, to t >a curve on 1 i cn tne "ccidcrt occurred. 
Tne g-^aJe a t t^e point of accident m T4 p?"1' cent descending 
for e^smbound trams. In m e vicuntv oi t__o point of acci­
dent t . e tiack passes txirougn a cut 500 feet in len' th. ancl 
ltn a laxi mini ('Opt.J. o1" 14 feet T.ncn restiicta tne view to a 

snort distance irom trains approve u n r in eitnei Jirection 
It 'p° r^uun'' at t̂ r ti ie of t,x accident, " ruch oc-

curred at about 3.^0 a i. 

http://extend.ni'


- 2 -

Deberiofi on 
lestbound second-clam iron gat train To CJ1 consisted of 

103 cars and a caboose, Hauled T S I uies 321 and 359, and 
was m CIIARGE oi Conductor Golliday and h / uie .en "licrards and 
Flora,. At m o Creek, I T . 8 miles east or best I-latte, tne 
crew received, a. copy of cram order To. 59 , Form 31, reaximg 
in part as follows: 

"Fn^ 373 works extra seven ten 7.10 a m. u n t i l 
seven tnirty 7 .50 p a , between oeverly >nd 3ee 
Creel' protecting against second class trams*'"* 
No S I engines 321 and 359 **ait pt Jemborn until 
eit it ten 3.10 a ~t. New 1 "mi.et until emit 
t -enty 3 .20 a n. for work extra 278***" 

Tram No. 91 departed from as<~< Crmk =t 7.53 a ..,8 nours and 
18 minutes late, and E.ortly a.ftor passing 'est Flatto it col­
lided witi, work tram ex era 278 -mile traveling at a speed 
estimated at from 2 to 4 miles per nour. 

Ea.stbou.nd ,"Tork "era,in extra. 373 consisted of 39 cms and 
a caboose, hauled by m m e 378, and was m CXIARGE of 
Conductor Imam and En r menan Harlem 7 m crc 7 of tnis tram 
received a copy of tram older No. bS, form 31, nrcviowsly 
mentioned, at Stillmgs Junction, 5 7 m h s T-c&-t of icst 
Platte, and departed from thm point at 7.20 . , ^ftar 
picking up cars at 3 verly it continued c~st*maid and collided 
1 11 th tram No. 91 "r- lie traveling m a sueed ^ t r u t J to i_-we 
been 5 or 5 .iiles per nour. 

All thre- "names were derailed and 1 ore considerably 
d a m m d . Tne two forward, cars m d tne 28th, 2 9 t h ana 30th 
cars m tram No . 91 w ero derailed, tho 28 th car being demol­
ished Thile t.io 14 th car ̂ 'as partly telescoped; the leading 
car m tne work tram was also damaged. Tne employee killed 
was t _e m~ in erne n of extra, 373. 

Summary oi evidence 
Engmeman Ricnmds, of che leaning online of tram No. 91, 

staiwd tnat wicn tmin order No 59 "as drimmed to m m at 
3re Creek he read, it aloud to tne conductor. m s tram 
passed. New Ypjaket at J. 3D a a. tne time specified m tne 
order, and was runung a i a soc ed of mout 30 miloa nor nour 
men it passed b'ocdruff, L ortly after mich ho saut off 
st am and allomd the m m m to iwduce speed to mou - 1 - 10 miles 
per hour ,Thon i t parsed Jest Platte, nis object beiw to pp-
proacn tne yard limit board m s t of tnat point under control, 
and he was also looking out for extra 278 . Tut speed had 
been fur trier reduced to 7 or 8 miles per nour 'ren uc saw tne 
work tram 'approaenmg at a. daistpnce of mout ] 30 ymds, 
Wiiicb w^g 3 B soon as i t could be seen m mo , T r of t u o iTrcatner 
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conditions, tne curve m d tie cut. He applied tne brakes m 
e j^Tgencv, sounded tie and tnen jumped of"". Ha liad 
experienced no difficulty with tne brakes en route and thought 
tnat the speed of .is tram ^as net more tnan 3 niles per hour 
at tne time of the collision. Engmeman Ricumds knew that 
cue rules ieuure all trains other tnan first class trains to 
approa.cn and move within yard limits under contro] , T .rn.cn is 
defined as "bam" abZ t to stop witmn one-r tne distance 
tne track is seen to he clear. He was of tjie opinion tnat 
his tr^in i'oas being operated m accordance with t.is rule 

Fireman Broscneid, of t.e leaclm^ ename, stated, that u s 
tram passed New 'arkefc at about 3 SO a.m. and at than tune ne 
informed the engineman the work tram was not on tne siding. 
He said the on m e :an snut off steam between Woodruff and. West 
Platte ana tno tram "as traveling at a spe'd of 10 or "12 
miles per nour "hen it paesed the latter point. -ie did not 
sec the "ork tram approaching and m s first knowledge of any-
tnmg wrong was m m the engmeman applied t.ie brakes m 
emergency; he estimated the speed at tn-̂ t time at 7 or 8 
miles per nour and at m e tine of tne accident at 3 or 4 miles 
per j.iour 

Head 8ravna?.n W^ll S u i t e d tna+ he was riding on tne fire-
nan's se=tbox oi tne leading engine m d noticed tne engmeman 
shut off steam =bouL 1̂ - or 2 miles east of l.'est Flatte mich 
resulted m tne sp r-od being reduced to =bout 10 niles per nour 
He iras looking mend but d.id not see the opposing tram until 
it was about 300 feet from nis ermine, tnis "as after tne 
brakes nad b e m applied and the whittle was blowing. He 
estimated tne speed at 3 tc 4 miles per hour at tne time of 
the accident m d tnougnt nis tram would i ? v e been stopped m 
anotner 1*- car-iengtns. 

Ennneaimi Flora, of tne second engine, stated that he 
noticed the tram had excellent or^kinr power ^hen it stopped 
at Bee Creek, tne last stop prior to the accident. Fe ob­
served tne time to be 8.30 m e n tney passed New Narket and 
upon remaning a point about 2 miles from West Flatte he snut 
off steam on nis engine. He was keeping p lookout for extra 
278 but did not see it approaching until the trains were 
approximately seven or eight car-lengths apart, and aJboui; the 
same time tne Makes ^erc applied from the leading engine; the 
br^ke valve on his engine w P £ cut cut. Ne immediately lumped 
off, ran up tne bank ?lon™ m e track, tnen looked around and 
noticed tne engine of tne w^rk tiam was still ^orkin" steam. 
He estimated that tae brake application reduced tne Lpeed from 
7 or 8 niles per hour to 3 or 4 miles, per nour, and was of tne 
opinion the or-^es operated properly and ,rrould u a ^ c broumt 
tne tram to a stop witmn tn? distance tnat the opposing 
tram came into view. 

Conductor C-ollidav, of tram No. 9 1 , s t a t e d tnat i n s 
tram was not separated between St. Joseph and the point of 
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accident pncl t.ie air br-k** fjper̂ ted properly. "laile at Bee 
Cree 1 ' ' tn: mm msni-an repd tr^m order 59 back to hixn. Con­
ductor C'ollid^y estim-ted t „e speed of nis trann as it 
aooropcxied and passed Vest Platte at ]0 miles per nour, His 
first Vno,rlcd.'re of anything wrong was a severe shock, caused 
by tne emergency application of the brakes, tne tram tnen 
traveled a distmce of about t^ree car-lenatns before it 
stopped. 

Firen^n Hoiris, of extra 273, stated th^t ne read tram 
ordei Ho. 59 to tne engineman before leaving Stillmgs m d 
tner- " P E nothing ~>boub che order tn at w-̂ s uncertain or con-
fusmr , tom order -ns not mentioned ^g^m ifter leaving t. pt 
,omt, Tie ere r -forked a.t Beverly about 45 amutes but ^e 
d.id a.ot note tne ti le they left tnat point. In vie" of the 
xiea.vy tram it was necessary for m m to s, ovel co=l almost all 
of tj..c ti e P cter leaving Severlv nnd appro^cning tne pomt of 
accident nc "T=>S on xhe engine deck, nis "first '-^rnmg of 
danger w^ s ^nen the nead brakenan shouted. He jumped off as 
quickly as possible; before doina so he noticed tne engineman 
standing up and looking ane?d, and just ^bout the time he 
jumped ho he aid ti.e brakes go into emergency, tne collision 
occurrm° jur--t •'bout tne time he struck the ground. ne s^id 
that he -?d aitirely forgotten about tram Ho. 91 and -ras of 
tne opinion tnat t le engmeman and brakeman nad adso over­
looked it. There no if m g about tne ename to divert 
tjxeir ""tcention from the tram orders except tn't it "ras neces-
SP.IV to remove and clean a sand pipe at Beverly. He further 
stated tii-<t prior to tne accident tne engmeman appeared to be 
m normal condition, and he was extre* ely careful in Handling 
tram ord.ers. 

He~d Brakenan ""orrissey, of extra 278, stated that he 
read trann order Ho. 39 m the presence of tne conductor ^ad 
flagman and understood that tram Ho. 91 "-as reouired. to '-pit 
at He-- I"arvet until 8.20 a.n He rode on tne enpune after 
leaving Beverly but at no ti le did he think of train No. 91, 
neither was tneie any conversation neld by the engine crew 
concerning that train, ne had in rind tnrt tne next stop '""ould 
bo at Dearborn, a station beyond NeT_r ""arret. As soon as ne 
realized, t. e danger ne ju rped off; ti.e engine -"-as "orking 
steam ?„t tn^t time, tne collision occurring after tne engine 
-oved an additional distance o f about the length of tne tender, 
He s-id tne last "1113116 signal sounded was for a. crossing at 
Beverly and, the cnr inenan did not indicate that he anticipated 
meeting tram No. 91 at IVecc Plptte. 

Conductor Beam, of extr^ 278, stated that among the t m n 
orders received at Stillin^s was order Ho. 59 "u.ich -*=,s 
nmidlcd m pccordpncc -̂ itxi the rules and was clearly understood* 
as tr-m ""-as at Beverly approximately 1 nour, doing station 

T ork, m d it departed from th-t point between 8.20 md 8.25 
p.m. He stated tnat ne nad entirely overlooked tr^m Ho. 91, 
and conseauently he made no effort to see that his tram 



cleared t,.,r mum trpck for that train ns required by t,.c rules 
/is urst m t i : tion t m t sonetning was nrong w e "nen tne 
"brakes are applied and t̂ e sudden stopoinn of thn ti^m mich 
only noved 51 dist-nco of fro.r onc-n°lf to one car-lmgtn r,it:r 
t._" br-voe irere Tmst --polled, He estinated tne speed at 3 
to 5 "lies pa^ hour ^t tne ti ie of t^e ^ceidmt. 

Rear Bre ve nan Jackson, of extra 278, stated ti^t ne read 
tne orders received at Stillrngs and. understood i.is t r a m ™as 
r e n u i i :d to clc~r t„c lain track not later tnan 3.15 for 
tram No. S I . he u.oi gat of that t m m corn time before 
l c v m g B'v^r]-/ but did not tmnlc of it ---gam until after tne 
accident, m d at tne tine is train left ^overly, aet^ecn 8.20 
m d 8.25 a i , „ e of the impression tnrt tne next stop 
'ould be at .e^rborn. He estimated tne tram moved a dis-
t nee of only 10 or 13 feet ^fter tne Drakes nerc applied 
lm'edi-"-taly preceding tne accident. 

Conclusions 

Tnis accicmt '̂ as caused by all ne-ners of tuc crew of 
extm 373 overlooking a superior train, m d fc.icir failure to 
get into clê -r for a superior tr nin n& requirtd by ti_e rules. 

All of tne B U ^ ] ' m g neibers of tne ere"' of extra 378 
adntted t±.ey nad completely forgotten about tr^m No. 91 and 
it is evident from tne fact tnat t.x wo^h tr^m r.a.s starting 
to leave J.'"\er]y on tne ti e of tiun No. 91 m ^ t the en m e -
m°n of tne work tr-nn h?„d also overlooked tram No 91. 

Zi^ --ccident occurred 1 ntnin ŷ -rd 1- its and t . e rules 
provide L.i^t in such territory ti.e -nm track may ae vsed, 
protecting ^gamst mrst class t r a i n s ; i0irever, under the 
rales boon of t..c t^ = m s involved m tnis accident ,r're re-
on"1 red to nove "ltmn yard lints prepared to '-top ' i t u i n one-
J.i~,lf tne distance c .e t^ck is reen to JC clcr according 
to tne evidence ootn trains appro^ceied t̂ e pomt of acctcent 
-t low t^tes of speed, t.±e le = dmg engine r m of tram No 91 

on tne alert a n d nle every effort to stop nis train 
soon as tne opposing tram cane into vie"g, lait it did not ?x>-
ne-r t nt stem on engine 273 ,ra,s s.nt off prior to tne 
accident alt^ote : tiG brakes -'eie applied just eeiore the col­
lision occurred. 

end an adequate olock signal syste been in use on tms 
line t n i s , accident pro^bly would not îve occurred. For a 
period oT 30 d>vs prior to tne gte of t is accident traffic 
over t is line --v-uved abewt 14 trauns 0"iiv, 

The employees involved "aere experienced nen and H tne 
ti ie oi tne ^ccidant no ie of tier n?d oeen on duty m vtola,-
tion of m y oi tu^ provisions of nee -j.ours o" service 1^. 

Respectfully rub itted, 
Y. BORLAND, 
Director. 


