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Jenrvary - 1920

To tie Cowm.iss10n:

Cn Octover K3, 1229, taere wa. a .ead-end collision
ocetween A fiei ™l troin and a work tiain on the Chiceno Great
"estsrn Fallroad ne=r .est Platte, Yo., wuiea regolted 1n tae
ceatu of one zarlovec and ftoe injury of cone e nloyee.

Locotion ant net.od of opezstion

“nils ~ccident occurred o4 oo e Seveunta f1simict of tae
Soutaern Division, extendiue retwecn Coaceptioun, "o., ard
Leaverwort., ¥ans , a ¢istaace of 72.4 miles, 1n toe viclalty
of tae polnt of accident Ui1g 18 2 51 “le—tracY line over
oich traine erve operated by tioe-tihle and trein crders, no
nlocl-g1 nal svetea 2einy 1a uce. Zeverly 1s loc=led 3 1
m11e$ vest ol Yest Plette rad toe verd 11 1tz of cevelly ex-
tend “8°cet Plette, tne accident occvroed at a poini 1,370
Teet wvest of tne vest passing tiack s i1tcn at vest Platue,
ralch point 1s vitailn tae yoerd lierce o0 zEve.ndls Ampro=cia-
1n% %12 noint frow Lr woet t. traclk 18 t=n cut Tor A die-
tzace of 735 1cet, folleoved 2y ¢ connouwed curv: 1o t.e laft
2,075 feet 11 leact., twe .ex1 v curveture of vwitc.. 13 49,
tue accident occurrin on t 12 Lvrve Sworoxlsoou-ly 400 felt
from 1tg e=egiern cad wisre ti12 cvrvaturs 1g 27 TO!

AP o-caing Trot t.oe east t ore 15 a 2° gurve S0 tue v %
1,400 Feet 1a len ta, tue track "s U an toar-at Tor - Jictence
of 3,100 Tect, to t e cucve ou ' 1¢a tie ceerdcrt occurred,

7 & polit of mccidont 14 :

Tor e~gvhound traias. In *ae viewntty oo
deat t.e tieck peesec turourn a cut o0 fe
1t a 1ax1i ma copta of 14e ferd v.oocn Taet

grort dictzace 1rom troins zvnTeotcllar 1a

—

4 wev cent Cercendinn
t_2 poiat of accl-

et 1n lcnsthh Aand

1 te Tue view tc a

T1taer “irection

It wre 3,010 2t Te t11e of T.c scoidfenl, ~rirco oc-
curred at ahous 3.10 o 1,
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Jescrlnllon

egthoound second-class froicat treia o 91 coneisted od
102 cars end a cabense, navled ~y curtaoes 321 and 35S, and
was 1n cuoarge oi Conductor Golliday cnd ".riae en icoa2rds and
flora. At zec Creek, 1.8 .a1les cast o7 West Ilatte, tae
crew roceived 2 cony of srain order 'o. 52, Foir 31, reading
1n nart s follows:

(

"En: 278 vorks extre sevea ten 7,10 a 0. uatill
seven tairty 7.%0 p v, Detween oeverly cnd 3ee
Creel” protecting azrinst sccoad clzse traing***
o 1 enzines 321 ~ucd 353 vre1t £t Dcorbora unti]
€1, v ten 3.10 ¢ . New "mrreet until cica

t renty 3.280 2 n, for mork extra 278%%*!

Train To, 91 deperted frow pec Cre~l =t (.03 a2 .., 8 aours and
18 miautes late, aad s.ortly ~Ttcr pessing ' est Flattc 1t col-
lided wit. work traln exsra 278 walle traveliarg at a speed
egtinated 2t fron & to 4 wiles per souT,

Fazsthoond work trein cxtra 273 coasisted of 29 c-rs 2nd
a cavoose, navled By "1 iaeg 8?8 AP0 mas In casras of
CGoaduector oseaa 2ad Incincnan IarlO“. Tuc crcw ol Lois Lrailn

received a copy of ilrein oider ZJo. ©€, Tform 31 nTIviosly
wsntioned, at Stillincs Junction, 6 7 a1l.es —iet of icst
Platic, ond deperted from th=t point &t 7.20 . . atcr
plciilng up care at 3 verly 1t contigued c-strard 2ad onllided
n1tn trzin No. §1 . 1lc Srrveling ¢ a sweed cetievld to o2ve
oegen L or & alles per Lour.

A1l thre= -~n-ines w.ro dereiled end " ore consicderably
daacred. Tnc tmo Jormard cars »ad toas 28th, 2Sth ang 30th
care 1n irain Yo, 91 werc {ersi1led, tho <8th cer bolinc demol-
1shed ™Mi1le tae 14th car mas vartly teclcscopcd; the lcacing
car 1n tane vork train vas zlso daraged, Tne evvloyee w1lled
Tas L .e "L laenen oi extra 273.

Sumarry 01 evidonce

Tacinewan Ric.anrds, of one le=auwnag enFine of wrein I'o. 21,
etat-ad tust maien troan oxder Mo 58 tras deliveved to aia ot
dre Crezk he recead 1l sloud to tue conductor. -18 trzin
passcd Jdew larket At 5,20 ¢ a. tagc tric epcciicd 1n tae
ordcT, and Was runling 21 a snced of ~boul 30 .a1los gor Lour

aen 1t pacsed Voodrufl, ¢ ortly sftcr -.ich ¢ saut off

st am end aller <d thz Tor1ipn o rv.duce specd to =bhout 10 .1lces
peT Lour "hca 1t vassed Wfest Pletts, .13 objcet beins to 2p-
prorcn sue yarc limit woazrd mwest of "tast point under control,
and e was also looking ouvt for extra 278, Tue smecd had
vecen furtoer reduced to 7 or 8 miles per Lour coon we 8w tae
work irain spproscuaing at a distence of ~hdout 120 y=1ds,
walelh m™ag e poon as 1t could be scen 1a vie™ of tue mcatuer
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con@itions, tue curve ~nd tig cul. He zpplred tae Bbra¥es 1n
e arrency, sounded the wiuistd@e and toen ju-ped of€. ng nad
experienced no dif"iculty ™ith tae Lroves en route and thouolt
taat t'ie spezd of 1e train was not more tnan 3 wiles por hour
At tihe time of the ccllieion, Enginewsan Ricu-~rds knew that
21 rules re-uire ~l1 treing other ftaan first cless tr=ins to
apnroaca sad move mrtlin yard liaits under control, "ulcn 1S
defined as bein~ able to stop witain onc-r=10 tne distence

tae treck 1s secn So be clear., ne wac of t..e cpinion taat
Nig train vas belny operated 1n =ccozndance with t.1s ruvle

firveman Broscaeid, of ft.e leedins eawine, steted tlst .as
train pasced ldew ‘arket at 2bovt 3 20 a.n. and at that time .e
winformed the earineusn the 7Tork Srain wos not on tue siding,
He ge1d tlhe cvn 1ne an saut off steam bedveen Voodruffl anc West
Plette ana tuis train mas trevzling ot a2 spo-ca of 10 or &
s1les per aour "l.en 1t pagsedl the latter point. age did not
gec the 'rork lrain ~pproaching and .1s first Xknoewledse of any-
tning wrong wag vacn the enrineman applied t.ie brakes 1n
e.crgency; e estin tod the speed ~t ti=1t tine 2t 7 or 8
mlleg por sour and ot fag tinme of tas =ccident ~t 3 or 4 wiles
DET LOUr

Head Braveran Tall s.oated thoat Lhe was riding on tac fire-
nan'e s=2thox or %tae le~dicg enrine ond noticed tae en-lnewan
saut of { steam =voul 11 or 3 miles esst of West Flatte vlLich
reculted 1n tac speud being reduced to =2Bout 10 ..1les per nour
He 'rae lockiang rfaend but di1d not see the opposing trzin until
1t wes zoout 300 feet from cis er z4ne, tais vas after tae
br-kes nad be.n applied aund the wuistle was blowing. e
estirated tre speed at 2 toc 4 mileg per uwour ot tae tiwe of
tue accident nad taougnt anis train vonld seve Yeen stopped 1n
rnotner 1% car-lensics.

En~ingman Flora, of tre sccoad en-ine, steted thet he
noticed the train had excellen. 2raking pover wnen 1t stopped
at Bee Creek, tue lnst stop prior to the accident. IFe ob-
served tLhe Ttime 1o e 8.20 vaen taevy passcd New Marlet and
upon re-acuaing a polat about 2 .11les rom VWest Flatte he suut
GfI steam on a1eg engine. He wee kreping e lookout for extra
278 but did not sez 1t Aunrcscliny vntil the treins were
aporoximately eeven or cight car-lensths apart, and about the
same time tne Migksg verc avplied frow the leadins engrine; the
brake velve on his engine waz cut cut. e 1mredistely Juvped
off, ran up tae bhank 2lon~ *tac irack, taen lookea around and
noticed tue ensine of tae —nrk Lialn was still workin steam.
fe gstimated thaat tae Trale aeplicatirn reduced tne cpezd from
7 or 8 miles wer houir 1o 3 or 4 .'iles per Lour, ead ras ol toe
opinion lhe o2rakes operated properly =and 'ould .zvc Hrourut
tne 1rawn to g stop witoln tas distance tanat tlhe oppocinn,
train caue i1nto vier,

Conductor Collidav, of train No. €1, st-ted tnet .ise
train wes neuv separnted hHeilween St., Joseph 2nd the vnoiat of
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aceident and tae o1l Hr-kes eper-ted pronerly. ™Mi1le at Bee
Cree to: "n-1ala~n resd tro1n order 52 H=ack to hiw. Con-
toctor Colliday eciiw~ted t.e specd of nig train 28 1t
a~ooro~caed aad pessed Vest Platte -t 10 wmiles per uaour, Fis
f1irst Waeorledre of anythlng wroag was a govere sihock, caused
by tac erworgency application of the brs%es, toe train taen
troveled a dist-nce of about turee car-lenstns bfore 1t
stopped.

Fircw=n Noiris, of 2xtra 273, st-ted th=t ne read train
ordelr No. 58 to tue enrineman b.iorc Jcrving Stillinocg =nd
tner. res not.uinr ~boub ¢he order tnrt whg uncertrin or con-
Tusing, trne order s not wentioned -~ ain ~fter le-ving t_ =t
.oint, T-e cre  "rorked at Zdeverly about 45 ainvtes but ..e
did not nove toe ti11we they left trnst poiratl. In view of toe
w0ovVy trarn 1T PR necessgtry for 1.1 to g.ovel co=l Alwost all
of tue %1 e =fter le~ving Scverlv and spproscning tiae point of
pecident ac ves on the engine deck, wls first wernins of
Cenfer w=g "rnen the cerd Drakeman shovted. He juunped off &s
quickly =g posaible; before doinr so e noticed toe en-ineman
slending up and locking =.ae>d, and just =sbout the time he
Jusped 2T he=rd tie Dr-%es 0 1nto swerrency, tne collision
occurrint ju<t -~bouvt tae time hc struck the ground, ne s=1d
Laet o pd cntarely forsotten obout trein Yo, 91 and was of
t.ie opinion turt tie eariner~n and HDrrkousen o=d also over-

looked 1%t. Taere wag noil 12o about tne ennine to fivert
taelr ~trentioa frow the train orders except ta't 1t was neces-
571V to romove and clesn a g=nd nipe at Beverly. ne further

stated tu-t prior to i:e accident tne encineman sppeared to be
in nora~l coundition, =nd he was extre. ely careful in uwandling
tr=1n orders.

Ie-d 3rakegamn "orrissey, of extra 278, st~ted that he
rcad trein order No. 59 1n the preseace ol tae conductor =nd
Tlaguan and understood thrt train Fo. S1 as recuired to —ait
at Me - Tarvet vntil 8,20 =.nm “e rode on tne engine ofter
lenving Beverly but at no tiiwe dic ne tiaink of train No. &1,
n:it.er wag taere any conversation aeld by the sngine crew
concerning that train, ne had in mind toa-t tae next stop mould
bz at Dearvorn, a station beyend New '"aret. As soon 25 ae
realized 4.e dancer soe Jnped off; tue enjine ves vorking
steem 2t toa~t time, toe collision occurrias 2fter tae encine
woved an ~dditionel distonce of fbout the length of tae tender,
He s-~1d tne last "rnistle signzl sounded 7as for = crossing =t
oeverly and bthe cnriaenecn 214 not indicate that he ~nticip~ted
veeting trnin No. 21 ot Wecc Flettie.

’

Conductor 3enm, of extrs 278, stated tlhot anoney the tr=in
orders Trceived gt Stillincs 7as order lo. 59 'm.ich 7=2g
a2nd1lcd 1n sccordence vit. the rTulee =néd vas cle~rly understoch
1g tr-in wag at beverly opproximotely 1 aour, doint stetion
rork, -nd 1t deorried from th-t point betreen 8.20 =nd 3.25
S de steoted tant ae ond entirely overlooked tr-in Yo. 91,
Aand congeguently lLe asde no cffort to see thnt his troin
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cle-red tlr m 1n treck for that trein ~g reruired hy tio Tu
S1g 11rvet 1nti-~ ticn to0t scuetalnn, tes Trong s AN i€
brakes ~.ro nprplield and tee sudden stepoint of ta~ ti~in Tun1
only =oved = Jist-ace of Tror onc-2211 to onz car- lbn’un ”ft
t..- br-tog trere [f1met cpolied, ic esti~ted tue specd ot 3
Yo b r1lec paT foar ot tae tiie of tue accidont.

c

=T

Repr Z2roe -=n Jeckson, of cxtreo 273, steoted tu=t ne reed
tac orders re2cived of Stllllnqs and understood .1s traln Tas
reratr o4 lcsr t_C 121n track notv 1~ter taen 3.15 for
train J9. G1. e toow s of thot troin scon time veflore
le~vine 3 verly but &1¢ not Tuink of 1t ~g=1in until after tae
aceicgent, ~ad ~t tue tiae 1s trein left _cverly, Jetwecn §.:20
~nd 8.25 2 + , .eg ag of the inmpression tort tae next stop
ould be at _e-Trh0ra. He estim~ted tne troin woved a dis-

t nce of only 10 or 13 Feet ~fter toe odr=alkeg verc ~pplied
1medl t2ly procedine thne saccident,

[ LI ]

Conclusions

Tois recicint mag cnused By all meqarers of tuac crer of
exti~ 278 overlocking - svmerier train, snrne facir frilure to
1 1a%0 clerr Tor ~ o-merior tr-in ~s required by t.e Tules.

A1l of tle survit ing uehers of too cre~ of extra 378
adirtted t.ey n~d completely Iorgoten ~pout Srein No. 51 ond
1t 18 evident frow sioe fnct tanat te worl trein vas strriing
to lesve Jeverly on wos 1 e of timin ¥o., 91 t2=t 1he en 1ne-
men of tae vorl: troin had #lso overlooxed train o E1,

T... fccident ccowrred trituin verd 10 1ts =nd Y. rules
nrovics "ot 14 quch territory tie =11 ireck TPy ¢ 1vesqd,
prole ctine ~catnst Tirss cleess tr-ias; .07ever, uader the
rules DoLo of t..0 TTeias 1uvelved Tn tals =ccldent rvTre TE-
cutred to sove Ti1tain yard 1111ts prepared to ctopn *liain One-
2”1t Sae Cdistesrice ©.e treck 13 gfeen to c cle-w acCcoOTC1ng
to tue ﬁ“dcacc Dot treins =pproncied e noint of rcciceat
~t loir votes of gpnecd, tae leadinn rnoiaccen of troin Do 21
-5 on tus ~lert sud 1nle every elort to stop nls train os
5000 £8 tne oproesin~ traza cnie 1ato view, ot 1t dic anot avn-
perr T .o% gte~v on onoiae 273 vras gowt ofZ prior to tac
acclfeat ~lt.our  t.¢ Drakes Tere applied Just sefore e col-
liston oocurrad,

=nd an adequerte 2loc™ sirn=al syste Meen 1m uee 01 TLls
li1g Tule 2coident pror»2%ly vould not .n.eve occurred. ror a
period ol 30 devg prior to tac dote of T 1s accident tralfic
over t 18 line ~virered ohent 14 trains orilv,

The e-plovess i1nvolved —ere cxpsrisnced acn ~ad 3t tae
t11e ol toe =ccicdzat noie of 4. er uad deen on futy 1n vicla-

tlon of ~ny o1 t.u. provieiors oF L0 .O0uUTS O~ service lav,

Reepectfully cvd 1tted,
T L. LCRL:ND,
Director.



