
January 22, 1915. 
In re investigation of accident which 
occurred on the Chicago Great Wea- Inv-239 
tern Railroad at Cornelia, Iowa, 

on December 17, 1914• 

On December 17, 1914, there was a rear-end collision 
oetween two freight trains on tha Chicago Great Western Railroad 
at Cornelia, Iowa, which resulted in the death of 3 employees and 
the injury of 3 employees, ^fter Investigation of this accident, 
the Cnief of the Division of Safety reports aa follows* 

Y.ost bound local freight trail 2 4 © , 87 consisted of 13 lo dec! 
cars, 9 empty oars ^nd a caboose, H A U L E D by locomotives lies. 2 6 1 and 
2 6 2 and waa I N charge of Conductor Munn and Fn&inemon West and 
Kttienne. It was bound F R O M Hayfield, Minn, to Clarion, Iowa. It 
left Surchinal, the l^st open telt»GRR P H office at 7,58 p.a., 7 hours 
and 2 minutes late, and at A B O U T 9.1^ P . S I , collided with extra 130 
at Cornelia, *hich la 3 1 ^ilcs fro-J Surchinal, 

Fxtrn 130 H < A D B O O N E N G A R E D I N work train service between 
Clarion and Thornton, Iowa, „ N D ^';,a taming west to Clarion, the 
locomotive b^ckln^; ap V V I T H T H E c-bco'-t3. It rotched Cornelia A T about 
3.55 p.m., whrre I T 3to JP«d T O **t at- 'n. The train had just 
started, A T 9.15 p . M . , W > I S , 3 -truck B Y train Ho. 87. 

811, ht damage waa 3U?t^ T N««l ŷ locomotive No, 130 and by 
the leading loco2jotiv« on tr^i . *7. Th© wreckage of th© caboose 
of extra 130 caught fire and U S B S *< "troynd. Tho 3 employees killed, 

ether with 7 of the 3 iaj ir-n1, \ riding In the caboose, the 
eighth enployce Injured be*n> ^Iro,jai on the second locomotive of 
train No. 87. 

This part of the Chit A,G > R R A T Western Railroad is a single 
tmcic line. Ho block iifcuai v/st^m ia used, trains being operated by-
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train orders and tiae-card rights* Approaching Cornelia from the 
east there is a tangent 3,520 feet in length, followed by a curve of 
1 degree 33 atnutos, 1,380 feet in length; then there Is a tangent 

^ of 2^0 feat followed by another curve to th© loft of 4 degrees, 015 
fes*t in length. It aias near the end of this second curve that the 
collision occurred. An embankment on the inside of this curve, 
together tslth 2 bos cars on the siding, materialLy obscured the view 
of the en&inemen of train No. 87. The weather was clear. 

On their arrival at Thornton the crew of work extra 130 
received at 5.30 p.fa. a co iy of train order flo. 70, annul J in*', their 
work order and directing thetn to operate* their train to Clarion ahetd 
of train Ho. 37. This ornpr road as follows: 

"Order So. 60 annulled. Eng. 130 vun extri< 
Thornton to Clarion aheao of Mo. 87. Joot Kxa. 
£3A east at Thornton." 

This order was also addressed to train So. £57 but before 
beint* delivered to the crew of that train it was annulled by train 
ord*r :io, Ei3, 3ont to the on^rator at Thornton. This resulted in the 
crew o? train Ho. 87 having no orders retfj>rdlru$ the oxtrii while 
the crew of the extra still held their train order directing 
thmi to operate their train to Clarion ahead of train So. 07. 

Conductor Sley, work extra 130, stated that it arrived 
it Cornelia at about S.?5 p.rj. He had not expected to stop there 
and told the engineman th«it if th&y were to be there lon^ it would 
oe b^st to bĵ ck in on the 3ide track but the on&inetaan replied that 
they would be there only about 5 minutes. Conductor Eley stated 
that he then directed th*? seotLcnaen ^ho wpre riding in the caboose 
to secure jjroln csr do^ra to break up to be used for fuel in the 
engine, i\fter the ten had st^rt^d to uo so he went back Into the 



aabeose. Flagman Cogswell vas outside and he supposed that he was 
doing his duty as a flagman. When the engineman sounded the whistle 
and started ahead, Conductor Fley got up to see where the flagman was 
and as he did so he saw th© he«dli*jht on the locomotive hauling train 
Ho. S7. He hod Just tlsae enough to Jump off before the collision 
occurred. Conductor 2lay further stated that train order Ho. 70 only 
î avc him the right to run ahead of train Ho, 87, he being in no way 
relieved of the duty of soein^ tb>t lis train was properly protected 
according to the requirements of rul*1 *4o. 99. He also stated th&t he 
tola the ineeum tlu.t they h; d no tiae on train !Jo. 87 and had 
bettor pull down and hue: In If tlioy rere to be there long, <md told 
the flu^Tjcn that they wonted to *atch out for train Ho* 67. If Fly­
man Cogswell Wf-s in tho caboose before the train left Cornelia, He 
did not hiu ^nd as the fl^r*-'* & qualified conductor lie 
thought it unnoces~ary to tell I N L : sliest to do. 

Fla^aan Co^s^elL - T T ' Q thr-t sshen the extra stopped 
at Cornelia, H E left T H * * C ^ D G C H . ,iked the engineman what he 
wanted, the an;, in email tc i-tn ta 1 T , *oald have T O ^et scue I ore 
grain door*? for fuel. IV: ~ - ^ . I T the O R * boose and told the 
conductor th ,t ho would t K K v f c pcticnaen and go after the grain 
doors, 'nioa the -sccEiciaaei- C ^ > U T , ae VT<mt with theta to assist in 
^ettint the doors, bre.ikiii, L U mi putting theia O N the engine. 
When the eneineoan ŝ xid T H - T T, ^ - 7 ?̂ d enough he asked bin how Lonf„ it 
would be before he i»ould *e r • to fto, nnd when the latter swid in 
about 5 ninutna Fit j/ian Co, 1 that he would go into the afebouse 
.md get vsro, ind thf.t when '-u V.* r » * E <dy, to whistle and if it was all 
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right to go he would give him a proceed signal. Ue then ^ent Inside 
the caboose and in about a ainute he told the conductor that he was 
afraid that train No. 3 7 would overtake thetf. He stated that 
tne conductor told hits not to worry about Unit; that the crew of 
train *k>. 87 would be on duty 1 6 nours before they could reach the 
terminal and would therefore have to tie up at sciae point for rest. 
Flagasan Cogswell stated that this relieved his rsinti to soae extent con­
cerning the protection o^ his train. At about this tine the engine-
aan sounded the whistle and he gave nia & proceed signal. The trum 
then started to raov#i and fla&aan COGswell went bjsck into the caboose. 
Shortly afterward he saw the reflection of the eloctric headlight 
on the locomotive hsuling train 2Jo. 5 7 and called to the uen Inside 
of the caboose to j.aop, at tue sarae tine doinjj so hi :self. *Ie 
further stated that .ioth!n̂  w •?> said to hinj b*. the conductor about 
protecting th© train a no that to the best of his knov.ied; o no -ittonpt 
to }.o so wao iaade by any memvnr of the crow. 

Fnyineoi&n acIU^lus st^tod th«*t whilw the sect it/n a en ^ B P ? 

i;ettinc> the ,r»in doors, Fla^aan Cogswell easae forward find «.sked 
hi1* how loiv, It %oula be before they woula be ready to proceed ana 
*.h<*t ae replied thtt he %ould i;o as soon AH he could j;et sutficlent 
t̂raass. The flagman then said that he had to go bacK and for the 
entlneasan to wnlstle when he was ready. Froa this statement of the 
flagman, tha engineman uncerstood that he was going back to protect 
the trcilnj and ne did net sound any whistle signal for that purpose. 
It wa@ 9.13 p.;a. wnen ne soonded the whistle preparatory to procped-
Lng. his train had loved but a short distance when he looked around 
<*nd at about the saae tlsse he heard t&o snort blast a of the thistle* 
lie at once realised tnat tnere naa a train behind nls oisn tr<-3inland. 
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opened wide the throttle in the attempt to get out of the way. 
Engineraan McJJielus further stated that on account of the condition 
Of his locomotive, he was very busy attending to it and did not know 
where the other members of th© crew were. He bad had trouble with 

( the locoaotiv© the entire d&y, and about man asked tbe dispatcher 
to furnish him with another but was told that there was none .avail­
able. On the arrival of his train at Cornelia, the steasa pressure 
was only 50 pounds; the crown sheet h^d been leaking all day \?hile in 
th© afternoon the flues began to leak* Stem, also, started to 
escape around the crown bolto, the crown shaet cracking a little 
alon^ the side where therei was a patch at the connection between the 
side sheet and the crown sheet. This ie^ky condition of the loco­
motive responsible for tho l&ci* of steao. 

Engines*n West, of the loading locomotive of train lie. 37, 
stated thnt as his train i^pro^ching the station at Cornelia 
at the rate of 25 'ailes per hour, he heard either th© flresaa or 
br&keraan calling to hi}": that ?.her« s train Immediately ahead. 
He whistled for the engine-a&n of the second locomotive to shut off 
ste&ra and applied tho brakes, collision occurring Ianedi<at@ly 
afterwards. Tlc further Btctvd t.̂ .t M? at d received no trrin or dor 
relative to work extrt. 130 and u^v he 'mown thtft that tr^in W A S to 
run ahead of his tr-iin fro.i '"\critcn to Clarion, he woulc not havo 
operated his train \t a fr -ti.r r to of speed than the speed attained 
by the work axtrn and would >u v*- bo«*n prepared to stop within his 
ran^e of vision «t -ill tins vhicL at this particular point w&s only 
about 3 ci*r lengths. 

Dispatcner Hudelson «st -t̂ d that truin order tSo. 70, al-

thout h .(ddrossod to tr \in ̂ lo. ̂ 7 t̂ Thornton, was not delivered to it, 
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as the station at Thornton closed before train No* #7 reached that 
point. He further stated that train order Ho* 70 was only a per­
missive order to the extra and did not restrict th© rights of train 
Ho. 87 in any way. Had the crew of train Uo. #7 received it, they 

( would not have had to maintain any sharper lookout for the 
extra than they would have otherwise, and »ould have had s perfect 
right to iaaintttin «i speed of 25 miles per hour, the rate allowed 
freight trains. 

Operating rule Ho* 99 reads as follows! 
"When a truln stops or is delayed, under 

circumstances In tfhich it say be overtaken by 
another train, the flagssn muat go baĉ s ijasedl&toly 
v?lth atop signals a sufficient distance to Insure 
full protection, and place one torpedo upon the 
rail, 'when recalled, he asust place an -Additional 
torpedo sixty feet froa the first one before return­
ing to his train. 

"The front of a train must be protected in 
the &k,m> way by the head br&keEJsm, or, when necessary, 
by the firesum.n 

According to their o>m st̂ -t events the erevr of the 
extr?< sp.de no attempt whatever to comply with thia rule. 

This accident was caused by extri* 130 occupying the 
aiain tr >ck on the tiiae of n superior trfcin witnout proner protection, 
for stolen Conductor tl&j and Flagiflan Cogswell are responsible. Con­
ductor Sley vras in chars© of the train and it was his duty to know 
that his £r..in was properly protected. Flagman Cogswell was fully 
acquainted with the requirements of rule So. 99, knew that train 
So, 37 was &t some point behind his own train and that no on© was 
sakiiiK any effort to protect the extr:; in accordance with this rule. 
There can be sio excuse for the failure of these employees properly 
to attend to their duties. 
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Train order Ho* 70 was not delivered to the orew of train 
Ho* 87, The office at Thornton was a day office, closing at 7.20 p.uu, 
and in order not to hold the operator on duty, the dispatcher annulled 
the order to the operator at 7,27 p.m. The crew of train So. H7, 
therefore, had no knowledge of the f^ct that the extra had the right 
to run shead of thorn, A proper regard for safety should have re­
quired thiit the dispatcher keep the office &t Thornton open until 
train order No. 70 could be delivered to that train. 

Conductor Eley entered the service as a brakeraan in 1907 find 
w&s oaade a conductor in 1912. Fl^pasa Cogswell was employed as a 
brakem&n in 1910 and promoted to the position of conductor in 1912. 
The records of both of th^se aaen *?ei'e good. They had been on duty 
15 hours and 45 ainutoa «ftc»r a period off duty of nearly 12 hours. 
Dispatcher Kucselsen had been oenjloyed in railroad service since 1&S4, 
15 years being &a operator nnd 15 ye«r» being es a dispatcher. 
He hr.d been osiployod by sev^r^l different railroads, the last six 
yfars of which b-o of«n witn trie Chicago (Iroat Western Rallro&a. 


