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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF TEE DIRECTOR OF THE 3'JREAU OF SAFETY I N RE 
I N S T I G A T I O N OF id\ ACCIDENT HUGE OCCURRED ON 
THE CHICAGO GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD AT CANNON F^LLS, 
MINN. , C N J U L Y 31, 19 37. 

August 30, 1927 

To tho C i i3oi n: 

Cn Ji ly 21, 1927, there was a nead-end collision 
between a lignt engine and a gasoline motor car 
hauling a moving machine on the Chicago Great Western 
Railioai at Cannon Falls, Minn., resulting in the death 
of five employees. 

Location and method of operation 
Tnis accident occurred on the Fourteenth District 

of the Northern Division, extending between Osage and 
Randolph, Mmn., a distance o^ 141.1 miles, in the vicuit 
of the point of accident tnis is a single-track line over 
wi.ich trains are operated by tue-table and tram orders, 
no block-signal system being m use. Trains moving m tne 
sa^e direction are spaced 10 minutes apart at stations. 
The accident occurred within the yard limit^of Cannon 
Falls, on a curve and in a small cut, about 4 feet in 
height, at a point about one half irile east of tno depot, 
or aee-t 1,860 feet west of ths oast yaxd limit board. 
Approaching the pomt of accident from the oast the track 
is tangent for 3,660 feet, followed by a 4° curve to che 
loft 675 feet m length, the accident occurring on this 
curve at a point 125 feet fron its western end. Approach­
ing from the west tnere is a 2° 30 curve to the left 600 
feet m length, then 215 feet of tangent, followed by the 
curve on w m h tno accident occurred The grede is 0.6 
per cent ascending for westbound trains at tie point of 
accident. 

Owing to a growth of weeds and brush on the em­
bankment of the cut, the view across the meida of tno 
carvo fron the firenan's side of a westbemd engine is 
restricted to about 250 feet while rounding the curve, an 
from the engine" an'a aide on tic outside of the curve to 
about 100 feet. 

Tae weather was cloudy at the time of the accident, 
which oceuired at aboit 4.10 p.n 
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Descr mtion 
Tne gasoline motor car involved vac a four-wheel, 

heavy-duty, two-cylinder cai weighing about 1,300 pounds, 
and /as in charge of Track Supervisor Hailing and Section 
Foreman Olson. At the time of the accident it was haul­
ing a push car, on which xis mounted a weed-cuttirgmacmne. 
Track Supervisor Hailing, Section Foreman Olson and Section 
Laborers TJenz, Johnson and Hide constituted the crew, 
while moving eastward,at a speed of about 4 or 5 miles per 
hour, cutting weeds along the south side of the track on 
the cuive, it no. a struck by engine 331. 

Westbound extia 201, runring light, en route 
from Rod t Tmg, 30.9 miles east of Candor. Falls, to Randolph, 
6.3 mles west thereof, to relieve a disabled engine on 
tne Thirteenth District, was m charge of Engineman Van 
Dason chid Fireman teterson. Tnis engine departed from Red 
V m g at 3.30 p.m., passed the east yard limit board at Can­
non F a l l s and on reaching a point abcac 1,060 feet beyond 
ccllidea witn tne irowmg machine outfit while traveling 
at a speed estimated to have been about 35 miles per hour. 

The gasoline motor car, its trailer and the mov­
ing i i a c rnne were snoved ahead of the er-ine and badly 
damaged. Tne pilot of engine 231 was si .gntly damaged; 
tne engine was not derailed and wes brought to a stop at 
a point approximately 695 feet west of wnere the motor car 
was 3tiuc±t. There was no damage to the track. The em­
ployees killed were tne track supervisor., section foreman 
L„nd tne three section laboreis. 

Su unary cf evidence 
Engmoman Van Dusen, of light engine 301, stated 

tnat he received an order at Red l.ing to run extra to 
Randolph. Ho said he knew that as a rule section men would 
nt know about an extra, therefore, he kept c sharp lookout 
aiound all curves raid told tne fireman to watch out on nis 
side. Approaching Cannon Fa"1 I s he said that he snut off 
steam, about 300 or 400 feet east o f the curve o n which 
the accident occurred, and ooundoa tno statirn whistle 
signal, after wn noh ne opened tie bell ringer and the 
fireman reached for the cord to start the air-opeiated 
boll to ringing. Immediately afterv.ardc the fireman 
shcucea a warning of danger; Engineman Van Dusen applied 
the air brakes m emergency and opened the sanders, andthon 
tne accident occumed. ^e estimated the speed to have been 
about 25 miles per hour at the time of the accident. He 
just caught a glimpse of the motor car as the accident oc­
curred. He said that at no time after leaving Red ¥ m g 
wat u h e speed of tne light engine m excess o f 30 miles 
per hour. Sn bmeman Van Dusen unueiscood tnat the rules 
reoune light engines to approach and move within yard 
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linits under control, and that under control meant to be 
able to stop withm oue half of the distance the track 
is seen to be clear. Fie thought he was complying with 
the yard limit rule, traveling at a speed of 25 miles per 
hour, so far as looking out anead for trams or the rear 
end of a caboose was concerned, saying that nad a tram 
or a rear end been at the point where the gasoline motor 
car as he could have seen it over the top of the embank­
ment before the light engine reached the east end of the 
curve. The engine was in good condition and the air 
brakes, -unisfl-e and automatic bell ringer rorked properly. 
Engineman Van Dusen further stated that he nad not re­
ceived instructions from anyone to make a special effort 
to hurry on this trip. 

The statements of Fireman Peterson coincided 
m substance with those of Enginenan Van Dusen; Fireman 
Peterson also said that he was lainteining a sharp1 lookout 
ahead while rounding tlie curve, tnat he saw the motor car 
when his engine was about three car lengtns from it, and 
that all of the men cn the motor car appeared to be en­
grossed m the operation of the moT/ing maenme and none 
of tnem was looking ahead. He was of the opinion that 
tne yard limit rule was being complied with on this occasior 
and thought that the rear and of a train, an engine, or a 
box car could have been seen across the inside of the 
curve from the cab of the light engine from a point about 
one half to three fourths of a nmle east of virtiere the acci­
dent occurred* 

Agent Barber,stationed at Cannon Falls, stated 
that it was the custom of Section Foreman Olson to get a 
lin&up of trains before going out on his section in the 
morning, also at other times during the day viien ho 
happened to be in the/immediate vicinity of the office. On 
the day of the accident the section foreman came to his 
office at 8. a.m. and was given a line-up, but at that 
time he had no information that extra 231 was to be run; 
tie section foreman then left and he did not again cone 
to the office to obtain information as to trams, nor 
did any other menber of the crew of the mowing maenme 
outfit. Prior to the accident the dispatcher called and 
asked the agent wnether the light engine had arrived and 
was told tnat it had not; the agent then listened for 
tne extra and at aoout 4,10 p.m. he heard tne station 
whistle signal sounded for Cannon Falls, then he called 
tne diepatcner and told him that tne engine was coming. 



Section Laborers Knutson and Green, of the Gannon 
Fa 1.1s section, were at tbe tool house aiarpemng tools at 
tne tlie of the accident. Accc rod eg to their statements 
Section (foreman Ol^on usually macie inquiry regarding tram 
iiovomentc before gemg out on his section, ,vnich extended 
fron Randolph to a point nearly 4 miles cast of Gannon 
Falls, and also inquired as to tru"1*! movements at other 
tii'es during the day when he \ i yfchc vicinity of the 
olfico. On ti.e day of the accident the section foreman 
obtained suon information at &. a.n Shoitly afterwards 
Section Forenan Olcon, Section Laborer Knutson and another 
sactioi laborer went to Randolph, 6.3 miles west oT Cannon 
Falls, on a motor car to get sch-e planks and then they 
returned to Cannon Falls at about 9.20 a.n. The section 
foreman cid not iacve on the t u p eastward until about 
10.30 a.n. At aoout 3 p.m. *iork of mowing weeds with 
hand soytnes was xiuished between Mineral Springs, a flag 
stop located about 3-gr rules east oi Cannon Falls, and the 
east end of the section. Foreman Olson instructed 
Laborers Knut&on and Green to coitmue mowing west of 
Mineral Springs with hand scythes and said that he would 
proceed to the eact end cf tne section to meet Track 
Supervisor Halliac, who had be< i working with the no wing 
ma,cniiiG on tic section immediately east of tbe Cannon 
falls section; thr^ ŝ  id that the machine works over the 
entire divisi on. Shortly after wards., ahc^t 5 or 6 minutes 
later, Foreman Olson returned and Tra^k Supervisor ^ailing 
and some sjotmn > en were witn hi'". Tne foreman then in­
structed Laborers Knutsonand Green to take the Cannon 
Fallc motor car anc push car ie__to Cannon Falls and grind 
a sickle, and Track Supervisor ^ailing personally cane 
over to the push cai and placed the sickle on it Laborers 
Knutson and Green then departed lor tne tool house. At 
about 4 p.n. tney heard the mo„rtng machine aporoaenmg 
the ca^t switch cf tne passing track at Cannon Falls, 
located aoout 800 or 900 fect east of the tool house, and 
tho nnwug nachme o itfit was turned and started eastward 
cutting woods on the sooth side of the track. Au the time 
tne outfit 7vas turned none of the crow cane do.irn to the 
tool house rnr cad any of them go to the office. Shortly 
afterwards Laborers Knutson and Green v.ere informed of the 
aceiuont 'oi Ftrcnan Peterson. Laborers Knutson and Green 
said tney heard the exhaust from the engine as extra 
331 aporoached but tust tney were grinding the sickle and 
did not lecall having heard the vhis£.e sounded, also, that 
the mowing riacnii.e .lakos consideraolc noise whj.le in 
ooeration, so much r fa^t that the whistle of an engine 
could not be nea.d oy the crew of t.ie weed cutting outfit 
unless the engme «vab onLy a short d1 stance away at the 
tine it was sounded. 



Engineer R m t c m n o e cf lay Groth stated that 
tne gacolme notoi car and r o n^g machine could have been 
easily re icvod iro 1 the t iacK b„ the five men composing 
the crew nad they known that bhe liffht engine .ss aoumg. 
He said that hit' mstiucti rrs in regard to performing work 
jvith the meting mac hue is for the track supervisor to 
accompany the moving machine a*id teeep a close line-up on 
trams at all times , when it is i iposeible to do this, 
to flag m each direction. Also, under tno rules it is the 
duty of tiack men to flag at all times against light 
engines and extra trams when moving around curves and 
dangerous places Hr. Groth produced several bulletins,in 
circular form and numbered, that had been 3 ssued by h m 
prior to the accident and cautioning the employees to 
do all possible to prevent just sucn an accident as occurr­
ed on this occasion. One of these circulars m particular, 
Circular Nc. 330, dated St. Pail, Minn., July 31, 192C, 
was issued by Mr. Groth and ouotod a circular letter that 
had been issued by Track Supervisor nallmg, it read 
as* follows1 

"ALL SECTION FOREMEN: 
The following is a circular letter that 

O.Hal ling has put cut to hie non It apulies 
to all sections and I am, therefore, giving 
you CL copy of it: 

1 wTe nave had several motor car accidents 
tnd lest few wecKs. Five cars hit by trains 
and light engines, and in all cases it was caused 
by carelessness. Tne instruct]ens that have been 
issued from time to time were not lived up to. 

Twl have been t o l d personally by both the 
Superintendent and the Engmeer Maintenance of 
V,ray that the very first Forcnan that has his 
motor car hit after this w i l l be tai-ccn out of 
service when accident is caused by Foreman not 
getting a line-up, or if unable to get a line-urn, 
that he fails to flag himself around curves and 
a l l dangerous places. Host all motor accidents 
could have been avoided,if the proper care on 
the Foreman's part nad b e m taken. 

'If you are in a position that there is no 
way to get a line-up, you must send a man ahead 
around all curves ani dangerous pieces and if 
this is always done, you will have no motor cars 
hit 1 

w. C. Groth, 
Sngr. 7I. of VI.» 
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Mr. CTroth also stated that tnree men can operate the 
gasoline motor car and mowing machine, one on the notor 
car and two on the mower; m this instance, however, there 
was a crew of five nen operating the weed mowing outfit. 

Conclusions 
This accident was cauaed by the operation of the 

mowing machine outfit around a curve without protection, 
for which Track Supervisor Hailing and SeGtion Foreman 
Olson are responsiole, and by the failure of Engmeman 
Van Dusen to approach and operate tne light engine withm 
yard limits under control, as required. 

Under the rules no notice will be given of extra 
trains, and employees must protect themselves accordingly. 
The safety rules provide that particular caution must be 
exercised in operating notor cars and other track vehicles 
around curtoes, and flagman must be sent out m advance, if 
necessary, a sufficient distance to insure full protection. 
The rules also require that engines mast approach and move 
withm yaro. lints under control, wnich is defined as to 
be able to stop within one half of the distance the track 
is seen to be clear. And that m case of dodbt or uncer­
tainty the safe course must be taken. 

Track Supervisor Hailing was regarded as one of 
the 3"trmg advocates of safety on the division and bulletn 
mstructions issued by hin to his force would indicate this 
to be a fact. In this instance, however, it does not appear 
that he conformed to the instructions which he had himself 
issued to cover just such situations. Whether or not he and 
Section Foreman Olson were depending on the yard limit 
rule for protection is not known. Tney were both nen with 
years of railroad experience. Section Foreman Olson nade 
no inquiry regarding tram movements after 8 a.m. , at 
rhich time no information concerning the extra involved 
m tnis accident was available, although he did not leave 
Cannon Falls on the trip eastward until 10.30 a.m., and 
when he returned to the east switch of the passing track 
at Cannon Falls at 4.p.m., to turn the mowing machine out­
fit, he still made no effort to obtain information on 
trams although he was then only about 1 ,400 feet from 
the telegraph office, ^t seems that a proper conception 
of the importance of obtaining such information would 
have prompted h m to go to the office even though he was 
depending on the yard limit rule for protection, as he 
had obtained no information on tram movements for several 
hours and should have known that an extra train might be 
started out at any time. On this occasion the mowing 
machine crew coraiGisted of five men, whsrreas three men can 
operate the outfit; one or two of the laborers could and 
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should have beon utilized f T flag protection purposes 
in view of the fact that work was being performed m 
a dangerous place and that she weed cutting machine made 
considerable noise wmle in operation. Apparently the 
entire mowing machine crew were ''thoroughly engrossed 
in The operation of tne outfit, however, and none of 
them was even maintaining a lookout. Had Track Supervisor 
Hailing and Section Foreman Olson exercised proper pre­
caution the accident could have been averted. 

While Engineman Van Dusen, of tne light engine, 
understood that the rules require light engines to move 
within yard limits unaer control, and that under control 
means to be able to step within m e half the distance tne 
track is seen to be clear, he cmsidcied that he was 
complying witn the rile while traveling at a speed of 
35 miles per hour witiin yard limits, the speed that he 
estimated his engine to be traveling at the time of 
the accident. Had he complied with the rules and ooerated 
the lignt engine under proper control withm yard li-'its, 
as reqaned, and especially so when negotiating the curve 
involved, his view around tne outside of l.hich was res­
tricted to auout 100 feet, the accident could have been 
prevented. 

The iaot that the mght engine traveled a distance 
of approxi lately 693 feet after striking the mowing 
mac .n.e outfit and cn a slightly ascending grade jrith the 
air brakes applied m emergency and the sanders open, in­
dicates that tne light engine was traveling at a higher 
rate -± cpeed at the time of .he accident than the/estimate 
of 25 iiiles per mur male by Engmenan Van Dusen. 

Track Supervisor Helling entered tne service of 
this raJroal as a section laborer m the year 189 7, was 
promoted to sectimn foreman m 1907, and to track super­
visor m 1931. Section Fore lan Olson entered the service 
as section forevau in 1907. Engineman Van Dusen entered 
the service as a fireman m J903 a^d was promoted to engine-
man in 1908. At the time of the acadrnt none of the em­
ployees involved had been on duty m violation of any of 
the previsions of the hours of seivice law. 

Respectfully sib ltted, 

"i. P. Borland, 
Director. 


