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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE INVEST­
IGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE CHICAGO & 
WESTERN INDIANA RAILROAD AT CHICAGO. I L L , ON JUNE 15 , 
1933. 

Ju ly 17, 1923. 

To the Commission: 

On June 1 5 , 1333, t n e r e was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n 
be tween two Cnesapeake & Ohio f r e i g n t t r a i n s on the t r a c k s of 
the C h i c a g o 4 F e s t e r n I n d i a n a R a i l r o a d a t C h i c a g o , 111 , 
wh ich r e s u l t e d i n t h e dea th o f one employee and tne i n j u r y o f 
f o u r e m p l o y e e s T h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n was made i n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the I l l i n o i s Commerce Commission. 

L o c a t i o n and metnod o f o p e r a t i o n 

The C h i c a g o & Wes te rn I n d i a n a F a i l r o a d i s a t e r m i n a l 
company, i t s t r a c e s b e i n g u s e d by pa s senge r ana f r e i g h t t r a i n s 
of v a r i o u s r a i l r o a d s e n t e r i n g C h i c a g o and i n making i n t e r ­
change d e l i v e r i e s t o o the r r a i l r o a d s m the Ch icago d i s t r i c t . 
The Chesapeake & Ohio R a i l w a y i s a cenant l i n e and o p e r a t e s 
ove r the t r a c k s of the t e r m i n a l company be tween Hammond, I n d , 
and C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . ; under s p e c i a l i n s t r u c t i o n s c o n t a i n e d m the 
t i m e - t a b l e of the Chesapeake & Ohio R a i l w a y , t r a i n s a r e g o v ­
e r n e d by the t i m e - t a b l e and book o f r u l e s o f the C h i c a g o & 
W e s t e r n I n d i a n a R a i l r o a d be tween Hammond and C h i c a g o . 

The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t n a t p a r t of tne Ch icago & 
F e s t e r n I n d i a n a R a i l r o a d e x t e n d i n g be tween Dearborn S t r e e t 
S t a t i o n C h i c a g o , and South Hammond, I n d , a d i s t a n c e o f 33. 3 
m i l e s , o v e r whicn t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n 
o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem b e i n g m use on tne f r e i g h t 
t r a c k s o f t h i s l i n e Between 68th S t r e e t and Pu l lman Junc­
t i o n , a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 11 8 m i l e s , t h e r e a r e f o u r 
t r a c k s , two of w m c h a r e u sed f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a f f i c and two 
t r a c k s f o r f r e i g n t t r a f f i c , but be tween 80 th S t r e e t and S t a t e 
S t r e e t the p a s s e n g e r and f r e i g h t t r a c k s a r e n o t a d j a c e n t , so 
t h a t the f r e i g h t t r a c k s i n the v i c i n i t y o f tne p o i n t of a c c i ­
dent fo rm p r a c t i c a l l y a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e - The t r a c k s of the 
C h i c a g o & F e s t e r n I n d i a n a R a i l r o a d a r e p a r a l l e l l e d on the 
ea s t by two t r a c k s of tne B e l t R a i l w a y of C h i c a g o , and on the 
wes t b y tne t r a c e s of the Dal t o n b ranch of the C h i c a g o & 
Wes t e rn I n d i a n a R a i l r o a d , so t h a t the e x a c t l o c a t i o n of the 
r e a r of a t r a i n on any o f t n e s e t r a c k s , s t a n d i n g a t V incenues 
A v e n u e , the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , can n o t be e a s i l y d e t e r m i n e d 
f rom an a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . A i l t r a i n s a r e r e q u i r e a t o s t op 
a t 80 th S t r e e t , j u s t n o r t h of V m c e n n s s A v e n u e , and p r o c e e d 
o n l y on hand s i g n a l 
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Appr c a c h i n g the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t f rom the sou th , 
b e g i n n i n g au 37th S t r e e t , t n e r e i s a t a n g e n t 1,400 f e e t m 
l e n g t h , tnen a c u r v e of 3° t o the n g . i t , 1 ,100 f e e t i n l e n g t h , 
f o l l o w e d b / a t a n b e n t 3 ,000 f e e t l o n g , the a c c i i e n t o c c u r r i n g 
on t h e 3 - d e g r e e c u r v e about 250 f e e t f rom i t s n o r t n e r n end, 
the g r a d e i s 0 .3 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g f o r about 1,400 f e e t t o 
the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t S o l i d c o n c r e t e s u p p o r t s of an o v e r h e a d 
b r i d g e 1,550 f e e t south of the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t r e s t r i c t che 
v i e w u n t i l a f t e r the b r i d g e i s p a s s e d . Tne weather was c l o u d y 
a t t ne t ime of the a c c i d e n t , wh ich o c c u r r e d a t about 3 . 5 5 p.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Northbound Chesapeake & Ohio f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 329 
c o n s i s t e d of 48 c a r s and a c a b o o s e , hau led b y eng ine 329 , and 
was m c h a r g e of Conduc to r C t e w a r t and Engineman P a t t o n . I t 
a r r i v e d a t the j u n c t i o n a t SJth S t r e e t a t 3 .14 p m , and 
w h i l e s t a n d i n g a t t h i s p o i n t , w i t h i t s r e a r end jus t sou th of 
V m c e n n e s A v e n u e , i t "ms s t ruck b y e x t r a 498 

Northbound Chesapeake & Ohio f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 
498 c o n s i s t e d of 11 c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 493, 
and was m cha rge o f Conductor G l e s s n e r and Engineman Hammond. 
Th i s t r a m l e f t Pu l lman J u n c t i o n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 11 .7 m i l e s 
south of tne p o i n t of a c c i d e n t , a t 3 29 p . m , and s t r u c k the 
r e a r end o f e x t r a 329 w h i l e runn ing a t a s p e e d e s t i m a t e d t o 
have been about 30 m i l e s an hour 

The c a b o o s e and tne two r e a r c a r s of e x t r a 329 were 
d e s t r o y e d Engine 498 came to r e s t t o tne l e f t o f the t r a c k 
on i t s s i d e , b a d l y damaged; the t e n d e r m s a l s o d e r a i l e d and 
l a y a t r i g h t a n g l e s t c and c l o s e a g a i n s t t he b o i l e r head* two 
c a r s o f t m s t r a i n were a l s o s l i g h t l y aamaged The employee 
k i l l e d was tne engineman of e x t r a 498 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

Engineman P a t t o n , o f e x t r a 329, s a i d t h a t a f t e r 
s t o p p i n g n i s t r a m a t 80th S t r e e t , on accoun t of a t r a m 
ahead , he c o u l d see t n e caboose of h i s t r a m and saw the 
f l a g m a n g o back a d i s t a n c e of what appea red t o be two or 
t h r e e c a r l e n g t n s , a f t e r which he p a i d no f u r t h e r a t t e n t i o n 
t o the f l a g m a n He a l s o s a i d t h a t he a l w a y s approached t h i s 
v i c i n i t y under c o n t r o l t p r e p a r e d t o s t op , a s i t i s n o t un­
usua l t o f i n d a t r a i n w a i t i n g a t the s w i t c h e s a t t h i s p o i n t . 

Conductor S t e w a r t , o f e x t r a 329, s a i d tha t upon the 
a r r i v a l o f h i s t r a i n a t 80th S t r e e t he went anead t o a t t e n d to 
an o v e r h e a t e d j o u r n a l , but b e f o r e l e a v i n g the caboose he i n ­
s t r u c t e d t he f l agman t o p r o t e c t t h e r e a r end , and he saw the 
f l a g m a n t ake a r e d f l a g and g o bacit about 5 o r 10 ca r l e n g t h s , 
f rom which p o i n t he s a i d a c l e a r v i e w o f the t r a c k c o u l d be 
had f o r about t h r e e - f o u r t h s o f a m i l e . He was a t about the 
m i d d l e o f the t r a i n a t trie t i m e o f the c o l l i s i o n , and d i d no t 
see or hea r e x t r a 496 a p p r o a c h i n g 
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F i a g m n H a r t , of e x t r a 329, said, t h a t v»hen e x t r a 329 
s t o p p e d , Conduc to r S t e w a r t s t a r t e d anead, out o e f c r e d o i n g so 
i n s t r u c t e d him to p r o t e c t the r e a r o f the t r a m He s a i d he 
went bac^ about 4 c a r l e n g t h s , f rom which p o i n t he saw e x t r a 
498 when i t appea red a t tne o v e r h e a d b r i d g e , a d i s t a n c e of 
about 1,500 f e e t sou th of the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t Pe a t once 
s t a r t e d t o g i v e s top s i g n a l s , a t t he sane t i m e p r o c e e d i n g south­
ward, and nad r e a c h e d a p o i n t abou t 13 ca r l e n g t h s f r o m the 
c a o o o s e , on the r i g h t s i d e of the t r a c k , vnen eng ine 498 
pas sed him, s t i l l w o r k i n g s team, and c o l l i d e d w i t n the caboose 
cf e x t r a 539 A f t e r t h e c o l l i s i o n Flagman Har t s a i d t h a t he 
was n e a r l y o p p o s i t e the caboose of e x t r a 498. 

F i reman B o s w o r t n , of e x t r a 498, s a i d tha t s h o r t l y 
a f t e r l e a v i r g Pu l lman Junc t ion he saw a P e n n s y l v a n i a t r a m 
running on a t r a c k p a r a l l e l t o t h a t on whicn e x t r a 339 was 
runn ing ; a l t h o u g h tne speed o f t h e two t r a i n s was h i g n e r than 
cus tomary , n o t m n g was s a i d and he d i d no t know whether or 
n o t t h e y were r a c i n g He e s t i m a t e d the speed of tne t r a m 
a p p r o a c h i n g tne o v e r h e a d o r i d g e south of the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t 
t o nave been aoou t 3 5 or 30 m i l e s an hour, and a s he was 
r i d i n g on the o u t s i d e o f the c u r v e he d i d n o t Know of the 
t r a i n ansad u n c i l t n e brakes were a p p l i e d and the engineman 
c a l l e d t o t he o the r employees m the e n g i n e cab to " u n l o a d " , 
the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r i n g i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s . 

Conduc tor G l e s s n e r , o f e x t r a 496, who was r i d i n g cn 
the e n g i n e , s t a t e d t h a t a f t e r l e a v i n g B u r n s i d e , a s t a t i o n 0 .8 
o f a m i l e n o r t n of Pu l lman J u n c t i o n , t h e r e was a P e n n s y l v a n i a 
f r e i g h t t r a m on tne r i g h t , runn ing p a r a l l e l t o e x t r a 498, and 
a l t h o u g h he d id no t c o n s i d e r t h a t tne tjro t r a i n s were r a c i n g , 
the e n g i n e s were about o p p o s i t e and running so f a s t t h a t a t 
87th S t r e e t he s t e p p e d a c r o s s t h e cab and t o l d Engineman 
Hammond t o s l o w down, as the s p e e d of h i s t r a m approach ing 
the c u r v e ^a,s sucn t h a t ne f e l t some u n c e r t a i n t y as t o whe ther 
i t c o u l d remain on t h e t r a c k , out a l l the engineman d i d was to 
turn and l o o k a t him S h o r t l y a f t e r p a s s i n g the o v e r h e a d 
b r i d g e a t 87 tn S t r e e t he l o o k e d ahead and saw a caboose around 
the c u r v e and a l s o a f l a g m e n , but was not a b l e to say where 
the f l a g m a n s t o o d wi th r e l a t i o n t o the c a b o o s e . The c a b o o s e 
was about 15 c a r l e n g t n s d i s t a n t , and he jumoed when abou t 6 
c a r l e n g t h s f rom the c a b o o s e , b e i n g t e . t n o r a r i l y s tunned and 
s u s t a i n i n g minor i n j u r i e s . When he r e g a m e d c o n s c i o u s n e s s he 
saw Flagman Hart a p p r o a c h i n g f r o m tne south He s t a t e d t h a t 
h i s t r a i n was moving a t a speed of about 20 m i l e s an nour a t 
the t ime of the c o l l i s i o n . 

F lagman P i t m a n , of e x t r a 498, s t a t e d t h a t an a i r ­
brake t e s t was made b e f o r e l e a v i n g tne y a r a a t S t a t e L i n e , a t 
which t ime a l l of the b rakes were o p e r a t i v e , and t n e y a l s o 
worked p r o p e r l y en r o u t e He s t a t e d t h a t he f e l t no b r a k e 
a p p l i c a t i o n j u s t p r i o r t o the c o l l i s i o n 
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Tne engineman o f tne P e n n s y l v a n i a f r e i g h t t r a m 
which was running on the a d j a c e n t t r a c k s a i d h i s t r a i n l e f t 
the I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l c r o s s i n g a t Burr.side ah3ad of e x t r a 438, 
and t n a t he i n c r e a s e d t i e speed t o about 35 m l e s an hour by 
the t i n e tne o v e r a g e 1 o n d g e sou th o f the p o m t of a c c i d e n t , 
n s r e a o l e d , ne tnen made an a i r - b r a k e a p p l i c a t i o n and was 
p a s s e d b y e x t r a 493. Jast a f t e r p a s s i n g the o v e r h e a d b r i d g e 
he saw tne r e a r end o f e x t r a 329 and wnen no t more than 1C or 
15 c a r l e n g t h s f rom i t a w a f l a g m a n Q e t o f f tne caboose He 
s t o p p e d h i s t r a m s n o r t of tne p o m t of a c c i d e n t , and as t h e r e 
was no o b s t r u c t i o n t o tne v i e w o f tne e n g i n e ^ m o f e x t r a 498 
he thought t n a t engmeman had t n e same o p p o r t u n i t y of s e e i n g 
tne t r a i n anead and s t o p p i n g w i t h o u t c o l l i d i n g w i t h i t . The 
head brakeman of the P e n n s y l v a n i a t r a i n was r i d i n g on the 
f r o n t end o f the e n g i n e , and as e x t r a 498 p a s s e d hin. he s a i d 
he sa*r tne f irenran of h i s t r a m g i v i n g s i g n a l s t o the e n g i n e -
man o f e x t r a 498, no a t t e n t i o n c e i n g p a i d to t h e s e s i g n a l s . 
The c o n d u c t o r of tne P e n n s y l v a n i a t r a m , who vas r i d i n g m 
the f i r s t c a r , s a i d e x t r a 498 o v e r t o o k n i s t r a m about 10 o r 
12 c a r l e n & t n s f r o i tne caboose of e x t r a 329, a t aoout t n i s 
t ime he sa1-. tue f l a g m a n g e t o f f t n e c a o o o s e , and tne conduc to r 
a t once g a v e s top s i 6 n a l s t o t n e e n g m e n a n c f e x t r a 493 and 
a l s o c a l l e d to him, but w i t h o u t r e s u l t s . 

S e c t i o n Foreman Sweeney, of the C h i c a g o & T e s t e r n 
I n d i a n a R a i l r o a d , was on the Dal ton Branch t r a c k s , and s a i d 
he sa^r tne f l agman of e x t r a 329 aoout 200 f e e t soutn o f the 
c a b o o s e , w a l k i n g t o w a r d e x t r a 498, g i v i n g s top s i g n a l s . Agen t 
Dusman, o f ths B e l t F a i l w a y of C h i c a g o , s t a t i o n e d a t 87tn 
S t r e e t , e s t i m a t e d t n e speed of e x t r a 498 when p a s s i n g n i s 
o f f i c e t o have been about 50 m i l e s an hour, 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t -as c a u s e d by tne f a i l u r e of Engineman 
Hammcn 1, c f e x t r a 498, to m a i n t a i n a p r o p e r l o o k o u t and t o 
o p e r a t e h i s c r a m une'er p r o p e r c o n t r o l approaching ' a p o m t a t 
which a l l t r a i n s a r e r e q u i r e d t o s t e p . 

The e v i ier .ee c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s t n a t e x t r a 438 was 
b e i n g o p e r a t e d a t an u n r e a s o n a b l e r a t e c f sp3ed, and i t i s 
b e l i e v e d Engmeman Hammond was so f u l l y o c c u p i e d i n r a c i n g 
w i t h t n e P e n n s y l v a n i a t r a i n t h a t he n e g l e c t e d to . p a m t a i n a 
p r o p e r l o o k o u t o f t h e t r a c k anead . Tne f i r e m a n , t o g e t n e r 
w i t h a n o t h e r employee n o t a memoer of me c r e w , was r i d i n g on 
tire l e f t s i d e o f the e n g i n e and c o u l d n o t see t ne t r acK ahead 
on a c c o u n t o f the c u r v e Conductor G l e s s n e r i n p o s i t i o n 
t o know tne e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n ; he c o n s i d e r e d i t s u f f i c i e n t l y 
dangerous to t e l l t he en 6 inejfian t o reduce s p e e d , ana the 
c o n d i t i o n s ?ere such t h a t wnen tne en^meinan f a i l e d t o heed 
t h i s warn ing he s n o u l d have t a k e n mere e f f e c t i v e s t e p s t o vard 
b r i n g i n g the t r a m t o a s t o p , a t any r a t e a f t e r s e e i n g the 
f l a g m a n and the t r a i n anead. I t a p p e a r s t n a t a l l the 
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c o n d u c t o r dad was t o t e l l the engmeman t o reduce speed , w i t h ­
out t h e r e b e i n g any c o m p l i a n c e on tne p a r t o f the engmeman or 
even any i n d i c a t i o n t h a t he u n d e r s t o o d what the c o n d u c t o r had 
s a i d . F o r h i s f a i l u r e t o t ake any e f f i c i e n t a c t i o n , Conductor 
G l e s s n e r must share i n tne r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the o c c u r r e n c e 
of t h i s a c c i d e n t 

The f l a g g i n g r u l e o f tne C h i c a g o & Weste rn I n d i a n a 
E a i l r o a d r e q u i r e s a f l agman t o g o back a s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e 
t o i n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n . V / m l e the e x a c t l o c a t i o n of the 
f l agman wnen e x t r a 498 app roached 15 no t c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n the t e s t i m o n y , i t i s a p p a r e n t f rom h i s own t e s t i m o n y t h a t 
he went back out a s h o r t d i s t a n c e , a l t h o u g h he had about 41 
minutes a t h i s d i s p o s a l . Had ne gone back a d i s t a n c e o f aoou t 
20 c a r l e n g t h s he wou ld have been a t the n o r t h e r n end of tne 
s t r a i g h t t r a c k , and n o t o n l y c o u l d he have b e e n seen a much 
g r e a t e r d i s t a n c e , but any d i f f i c u l t y i n d e t e r m i n i n g on which 
t r a c k he was f l a g g i n g would have b e m e l i m i n a t e d . 

A l l of the employees i n v o l v e d were e x p e r i e n c e d men. 
A t the t i n e o f t he a c c i d e n t the c r e w of e x t r a 329 had Deen on 
duty about 4 hours , a f t e r about 16^ hours o f f duty ; the crew 
of e x t r a 498 had been on duty about Tg h o u r s , a f t e r f rom 16 
t o 18 hours o f f du ty 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . B o r l a n d , 

D i r e c t o r . 


