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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU CF SAFETY 1N RE
INVESTIGATION OF 4N ACCIDENT WATCH OCCURRED ON THE
CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN RATILWAY NEAR ARLINGTON
HEIGHTS, ILL., ON MARCH 18, 1930,

April 16, 1230.
To the Commission:

On March 18, 1930, there was a derailment of a
passenger Lrain on the Chicago & North Western Rallway,
the vrecrkage being struck by an oppcsing passenger train on
an adjacent track, neer Arlington Heights, I1l., which
resulted in the death of 1 employee, and the injury of 20
passengers, 9 emplovees, and 1 rail clerk.

Location and wethod of operstion

This accident occurred on Sub-division 4 of the
Wisconsin Divisiocn, calending detwesn Harverd and Chicago,
T11l., a distance of £3.13 miles. In the viecinity of the
point of accident, thie 18 o dcuble-track line over which
traing are operated by time-tablc, train orders, and an
automatic bloek-signal systcm. Trains movang with the
current of trarfic keep to the left. The accident occurred
at a private grede crossing located 4,615 fect ecast of the
station at Arlaington Heaights; approaching this poiat from
elther direction, the track 1s tengent for more than 2 miles
and the grade s practically level.

The private crossing hod been plenked rcecently by
the railway conpany as 2 convenicnec to the Spencer, White
& Prentis Company, contractors, in 110Ving Sewsr pipe on a
stone boat, or uskid, from one srde of the trucks to the
other, and was yrrolccted by a flacaan furnished by the rail-
way betweon tue hours of 7 2. m. zad % p. m., except Sunday,
in aceordance ynih an azreerent mad: by the railwoy with
the contractors.

It was dark and clear at the time of the ~ccident,
which occurrecd ot 8.55 p. m.

Description
Employecs of the Spencer, White & Prontis Company,

scwer contractors, were roving two pieces of gewer Dpipe,
each 4 fect i1n length and abeut 66 inches in diameter, and
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weighing about 6,400 pounds, across the main line from the
south to the north side of the traocks by means of a skid
which was being towed by & troctor. The clevis on the
cable which was uscd to couple the skid to the tr.cicr
broke when the skid reached +the eastbound treck, and the
contractors' emplovees were unable to remove the skid from
the traclk before tie arpivel cof train No. 316.

Faztbound passcngsr trein No. 516 coasisted ol one
marl car, twe expross carss, one baggage car, one smoking
car, three coecches, cne dining car, snd one parlor car,
all of steel constructicon, hauled by engine 1628, and was
in charge of Conductor MceGirr =znd Zungiraeuwen McClosky
This tre:n deported from Herverd, I1l., 4£0.34 miles wost
of Arlington EHcights, at Y.56 p. n., three -ninutes late,
passed Arlington flolghos tnrec or four .uhnutes late, and
was derarled when 1t struck the slkiid at lthe praivale cross-
ng while traveling &t 2 specd estinweted tc have bcen be-
tween 40 snd 495 wm1ics mer hour.

Wegibound pacsenger train No. 687 consisted of cne
combinatiun bagga.c and smoking car and four ccacras, all
of stceel construnition, hauled ty caglae 1087, and was 1n
charge of Conducter Ccndon ond Enginemon Kutzuer. This
train departed from Des Plaines, I1l., 5.%Y3 males cast of
Arlaington Heights, ot 8.45 p. .., on tine, and collided
with the wreckage of train Nc. 5le whilec traveling ¢t a
spoed estimated to nave been between 45 and 50 miles per
hour.

Ingine 1628, of train No. 5lé, cane &tc rest on 1ts
right side across both vioin traczs at a pecint apnruxinately
500 feet beyond the er2ssibg. [The Tirst aad Ffeourth cars
glso came to rest on their rignt sides seross n.th tracks,
while the gsccond cad third c.rs remoaincd upri.at. The
Ti1fth, sixth zand scvewntl. cars wors derailed nd leaned
toward the westhournd raxn track, wmd tac front truck of
the eightn cor *vao dernaled, the iost tvo coars in trein
No. Ble not beilag deorozled fngine 1087, of train No 687,
stripped 1tself frci the frome ond the huiler cance to rest
on top of enmine 1628, while lhc tender turacd over toward
the right. The Tirst car in train No. 687 was practicnlly
destroyed, and the frunt truck _.f the sccond car was derail-
ed. None of trhe Teriaining czaquicnert in trein No. 687 was
derarlsd or dawagea. The eploves killed was the englinewwsn
of ftrain No. 687, while those injared verce the firesian, con-
duetor, baggageuan-collestor, and tlogian of trasn Noe. 687,
and the enginerian, firer.an, hesd brofennn, <nd two dinwng-
car eaployccs, of train Ne, 516,
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Surmary of evidence

Engineman McClogky, of tra2an No. 516, stated that
after leaving Arlington Heights he wes looking chead
through the front window, wvhich was open, and was 10Ving
at a specd beiween 50 and 80 mi1les per hour when hc sow
three i'cn near the pravate crossing, then about 300 or 600
feet distant, one of the rnen wes between the rarls of the
costbound track swinging & red lentern back and forth,
hi1le the other two were north of the tracks, one of thesec
ren had a white lanterrn, and possibly the other had a red
lantern., He also saw @ large tile or sewer plpe which ap-
peared to bhe Just north of the north ralybut not clear of
the track, and imcdiately applied the 2ir brakes in emer-
geacy, opened 1lhe sanders and sounded the whistle. The
brakes took hold immicdiztoely and he trought thie speced had
been reduccd to about 40 cor 45 wales per hour wien has
engine sbtruck ‘he pipc. <*he nen at the crossing ron over
toward the north or fireian's side, ond Le did notb seec
wh2t becamte of them. When he slicbed cuf, of the engine cab,
he saw the headlig:it of o westbound trair only a short dis-
tance away, so he ran up along the south side of the west-
bound track to the point where severnl 'en were standing
along & passiang track Juat soulh of tle .wan tracks. One
of thege tien had 2 white laniern, vhich he took frorm hain
and gave viclent stop signalr, but by tnat tire the pirlot
of the engine was atout opposite him ond Lew threw the lan-
tern at the firvenents side of She ¢2b as vt pasced hinr,

Ee did not sec the firernan looliing out of the window, now
t1d Le hear any whistle sovnaed bhefure the collision oc-
currcd. Tnginerian MeClosky did not go back to the crossing
afterwards, nor did he sabseguently see caything of the ren
who attenpted to flag his own tro.n. He further stated
that the headlight of ais own engine was burning brmghtly
at the tille of the accirdent.

The stateucnits cf Wlircenal Ring,, of train No. 516,
practically corsrobor~ted thosc of dAnginecan MeClosky al-
though he said that ipproaching the crassing he weas busy
attending to the fire cad di1d anctb see the nen a8t the cross-
ins, nor the pipe, unti. the enciner-n ¢alled hin over to
his side of the cab; they werc {ucn about two car-lungtlihs
from the crossing, and 1t oppeared to hin that therc were
two preces of pipe on the truck and another just vo the
left or north of the track. Ilc noticeld one 1zan had o red
lentern, tur did not see hinm swinging 1t. Fircren Ping
followed Enginemen McClosky up the track when he atterpted
to flag the westbound trzin, 2nd oo the trein pecsced haim
he noticed nothing that would indicate whether or tot the
braxes lhad been applied in ericrgeney, dbut he hecrd tle
wnistle sounded just before the collision. The stote.ents
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of Conductor McGirr, Bagmagerian Kirclien and Brakeman Sals-
nan, of train No. 516, brought out nothing additional of
inpertance, except that they estiusted the speed of their
train at the tirie tne braxkes were applied in encrgency to
have been betweecn 40 and S0 niles per hour.

Flapan Frost, of train No. 516, stated that he was
riding in the 1ear c¢ar wnen he r'elt the a1r brakes applied
1n ernecrgenecy, abnd as scon as the troin stopped he went to
the rear platformn and got off on tho lefé side, and ae he
looked anead, he saw 2 large paipe to the left of tne traan.
He then went arcund tc the right side and savr that the west-
bound track was bloeked by eors of his own treoen, he alsc
Sow soveral ulen appreaching, aid thoy told hir that the
train hed struck a lead of pise. One o5f the .1en hod a
lighted red lantera, and the otheors hed white lenterns. At
sbout that ti.c, he Lieart &« vh_stle freoil a westbound train
and realizing vhe positility of a ccllisiun, he ot ouce
lizgated a red fusee and gove 1t to cune f the nen wmnd told
hin to ge arcund the hizad end of his train and try toe stop
the wegthound tra:n. Flaran Frost then procseded toward
Arlington Hecishts oo proetect thie rear of hig own train,
which had stopped with The head end of tne ninth car chout
cn the grssswng, ond on hrg wiy back Le sw 1o one whe
rmight have been fla ming. Fe furtacr stoted that wiien hie
first saw the ..snm w.oth the red lontern, he wesd chout two
and one-half car-lan-ths veet o f Llo crcssin,, cr 10 or 15
feebt from the recar of his tra-u.

The chef of tns dining-car 22 Jrqai1n o, 516 statoed
that as svon as the traia canle To 2 stop, he ~3saisted the
fteward »>7 tlhe dining czr, who hod beer Im_cked Jown, and
tnen went to itne ccach at teos head ond Jf the diniag cor
and opencd tne vestibule Jocr o the left siae. Hoe saw
three aen, and two 1 taese .en .al red Tanterns, but he
was not surc whether or 20t toe ctacr oan had o white or
a red loantern, Ho <gked then what ".appened, ~ud .nc of
ther cuswerel, "Wihr b 1s Jbe natter wath thet enginecr, We
tried to flag uire lown bus e CGrdn'c poy ne avhe. tion to
us,n"

One of tne dining-cor couis soabted that be fallowed
the chef off the train, and saw the three pen standing 2t
the cressging; one o tnen hal . red lantern, and he thousht
ne gav a red ard a white lanceirn on the beaunk about 10 fecou
west of the crossing.

Fireran Munson, c¢f trawn Nco. 687, steted that he wns
unaware of aaythinsg wrong until thesr enrmine struclh cngane
1628. He had been attending € thoe fire after leaving
Mount Prospect, 2.78 r1les cast of arlingtcen Heipghte, and
when he saw thie headllizht of enfiace 1628, apparentl, ahout
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150 feet distant, 1t appecared to be on the ocaltbound track.
Ho said the enginenan was looking straight ahecd, with

his hand on the brake valve, but the brokes were nct ap-
plied before the collision. Fireldan Munson said that he
hanmself was looking out of his side window and did not
notice any one on hig gide of the engine with a white lantern.
He also statad that the enginenman had dirmed the headlight
after leaving Mount Prospect, and that the headlight on
engine 1628 was also dimmed., He estinated the speed of
their train at the time of the accldent to nave been be-
tween 40 and 45 niles per hour.

Conductor Condon, of train Nc. 687, st-ted that there
was no application of the arr brakes before the accident
cecurred, nor was the whistle sounded, and he thought the
train was traveling at o speed between 45 and 50 rinles
per hour. The staterenls of Bazgapenan-~Collector Service
and Re~r Brakeran Edgar corroberzted those of the conductor.

L

Laborer Miller, omployzd by the Spencer, White &
Prentis Comrcony, stated that he works frow 4 p. °.. until
midnight, and cn the night of the nccident he was driving
a traetor pullang o skid, with two ccrlent sower pipes on
it, fron the south si1de of the tracks over the crossing to
the north side. iite ski1d w2s atbtached to the troctor with
two cleviscs. On rcachaing the last rail cn the n.rth siade,
cne of the clevises broke and upon ettoiipting to pull che
sicid with the one clevis, thzo one s1so broke. Laboerer
Miller then drove the tractoer benind the skid and pusied
off tne two scetions of pipe, and then tried to push the
skid off the track, but hce was unabhle to rove 1t. He *then
saw a train approachine fron the west and his sceond helper,
Leborer Cataldo, started up the track with a red lantern to
flag it, soxng a distance of aboun 1,700 feet. Lahorer
M1ller then drove the cractor baelr cver to the sHr»uth side
aad alsc tovk a red lanvern «nd fullowed Lavorer Cotaldo,
while his first anelper, Loborer lachnik, stayved near the
Pipe with = vhite izantern. Leborer Miller further stated
that he had =. 1msbiuciicns as t° flagzing treins, and
that one cof the rien alwoys iccoksd 1in poth directions bhefore
they started acruse the tracks.

The staterents of Leborer dochnik corrohorated those
vl Labtorer Miller as tcothewlr ..ova ents over the cressing,
and he cdded that as the twe rea ran coward the apirroaching
train, the enginerian sounded the vhistle several tices; ne
of the nen was i the raddle of the eastbound track wnile
the nther wus between tue twu vailn tracks. He stated that
it had been his practice to &> a~2ed on the tracks sand
lock in both directivns and 1f tere wore s trains in
s1ght, he would tell Raborer Miller to ccie across. There
was 2 bright white lignt cn the I'ront of the tractor cud
a red light on each rcar corner ol the sgkad.
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The statenenls of Lavorers Miller cnd Machnik werc
nade in the presence of Speeial Agents of the Railway Cor.-
pany and the Justice of the Peace for Cock County, and
these special agents soid that Labecrer Cataldo, who was
alsc prcsent, stated that he could give no fu-ther inf.rma-
ticn to that given by the olher two men and he signed his
norie %0 the state.ents made by ther. At the time of this
investigaticn by the Cormission's inspectors, however,
Laborer Cataido could not be located. Roaiuaster OtConnell
stated that on February 20 he becare aware of the fact
that the construecticn company was usiug thas crossing with-
Jut provaiding proper pretecticn and an agreerent woes nade
wherevy a flagnan was furnished by the railwny ccupany Tron
7 a. n. to 7 p. n., except Sunlay, to protect the crossing,
and at no tine was there ausy undarstanding twrat prps was
tc bte hauled over the tracks after 7 p. 1. or before 7 &. Ii.,
and he vas entirely anaware of the fact that the crossing
was being used dwran, the night.

Crossing Plagr.an Peterscn, whe hac been cssign ned te¢
osrotect tne moverent of trains whlle pipe was bewns sxkidded
over the main cracks, stated that the skid nade o trlp
over the crossing about cacc every lour, and re ha? wit-
nessed 2ccidenvs to loads cn thwyce d:xffcerert oceezsions,
once wren a section of ropce rolled off the skid; the ..cxt
tlre, part of the skid couprt in the flong: of the ra.l,
and ancvther tine the o ble coite off, but nc crains were
due on eny cf chesc occasieng. He had olsz cbserved nove-
"ents acrcss the trocks about three tines a weck ofter
dark, when no lunterns were used.

2
L

Superintendent Canpbell stated that nesither the
readnaster, trailncaster nnr hinsell weoe cwrre that pipe
was being huulc“ acress this cercosiag after 7 m. 1., and -t
Seened to hir. that 10 view ¢f 1he fact tiat 1t had bb@ﬂ
outlined tu the r~onsiructicn gor pony tlab protection was
necessary, they shculd have token gole steps to lDfUTL
the r2ilway of eny ..ove_cnts over the erossing thoy cone
teanlated rmokiug uciag the nizht, as witasut guestion,
night operation of t.je kind would involve a grerter hoz-
ard than would operatichs durwug the doy tine.

Conclusi-ns

This accident was causcd by the cttenpt »f coa-
tracters' criployees To 10ve hexvy scetions of pipe scross
the tiacks ¢f the rairlway vith.uv any flag protection hav-
1ng been provided.

According to the gtate. eats of the erew of tra
No. 516, 1t appears thaot note of the latorers nad gone up
the track asny distance to flar the train, as clar.ed n
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tlhe gtatenent of Laborer Miller, vno s214 that Laccrer
Cataldo went up the track 1,700 feet. Engincman McClosky
and Fireren Ring beth stated that they saw lien with lan-
terns near the crossing, Just before tue dernil-ient
ocecurred, and within a few seconds efter the train had
corie to a st p, twoe dining-car eapleyees and the orain
Plagan talked with the ..en, who were tren 1n ithe 1.1te-
diate vicinity of the ecrossing. Under thesce circu:stonces,
1t 18 believed tacy were 2iso in the wmediate vicinity of
the crossing when the accident cceurred, and ihat no r'lag,-
ging was done excopl fror that point, at a tire when 11 was
too late to stop the apyroaching train.
in vaew of the foet thav 1t ~/as outlined to the

contractors by tne c¢fficials § the raililwsy that vroper
“"oteﬂtl a was nesessavy durine the tice that ripe was 1o
be neulcd over the trecke ot tne eravate cressing, and
arrangenents were rode For a Plagran Lo be stationed at
lhe crossint between 7 a. 7. and 7 p. it., 1t was very pocr
Judgnent on the art of the controctors in uct notifying
t'.e railwvay ecoipony thot such rever.ents were lein; con-
tlnued duriag the nigant tie, s¢ that 1rozer protectacs
cculd be afforded, esyoc 1al¢y as night operations obvious-
ly were attended uy groater hazards thon day operati.ms

A1l of the railroed eaployees involved were cX-
perienced nen, sund ot the tie of the accilent none of
ther: had been on duty in viclabion »f any of the provi-
sirng of the hours of service law.

Respecotfully subraitted,

W. P. LORLAND,

Director.



