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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

April 16, 1930. 
To the Commission: 

On March 18, 1930, there was a derailment of a 
passenger tram on the Chicago L North Western Railway, 
the wreckage being struck by an opposing passenger tram on 
an adjacent track, near Arlington Heights, 111., which 
resulted in the death of 1 employee, and the injury of 20 
passengers, 9 employees, and 1 rail clerk. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on Sub-division 4 of the 

Wisconsin Division, extending oetween Harvard and Chicago, 
111., a distance of 63.13 miles. In the vicinity of m e 
point of accident, this is a double-tiack line over which 
trains are operated by time-table, tram orders, and an 
automatic block-signal system. Trains moving with the 
current of traffic keep to the left. The accident occurred 
at a private grade crossing located 4,615 feet oast of tho 
station at Arlington Heights; approaching this point from 
either direction, the track is tangent for more than 2 miles 
and the grade is practically lovel. 

Tho private crossing had been planked recently by 
the railway company as i convenience to the Spencer, White 
& Prentis Company, contractors, m noving sewer pipe on a 
stone boat, or skid, from one s i d e of the tracks to the 
other, and was protected by a flagman furnished by the rail­
way between the hours of 7 a. m. and 7 p. in., except Sunday, 
in accordance v-mh an agreement, madi by the railway with 
tho contractors. 

It was dark and clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred at 8.55 p. n. 

Description 
Employees of the Spencer, Fhite &, Prontis Company, 

sower contractors, were moving two pieces of sewer pipo, 
each 4 feet m length and about 66 inches In diameter, and 
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weighing about 6,400 pounds, across the m a m line from the 
south to the north side of the tracks by means of a skid 
which was being towed by a tractor. The clevis on the 
cable which was used to coupLe the skid to the tractor 
broke when the skid reached the eastbcund track, and the 
contractors' employees were unable to remove the skid from 
the track before the arrival cf train No. 516. 

Eastbound passenger trem JSTo. 516 consisted of one 
mail car, two express cars, one baggage car, one smoking 
car, three coechos, one timing car, and one parlor car, 
all of steel construction, hauled by engine 1628, and was 
in charge of Conductor McGirr and Engineman McClosicy 
This tram departed from Herraid, 111., 40.34 miles wost 
of Arlington Heights, at 7.56 p. n. , three minutes latt. , 
passed Arlington iloighcs tnree or f^ur on mites late, and 
was derailed when it struck the skid at the private cross­
ing while traveling at a speed estimated to have been be­
tween 40 and 45 miles ^or hour. 

Westbound pacbengor tram No. 607 consisted of one 
combination baggage and smoking, car and four coaches, all 
of stool contitranti on, hauled ty engine 1087, and was in 
charge of Conductor Ocndon and Engineman Kutztior. This 
tram departed from Des Plalneo, l]l., 5.73 miles east of 
Arlington PIcights, at 8.45 p. m., an tine, and collided 
with the wreckage of tram No. 51b while traveling it a. 
speed estimated to have been between 45 and 50 miles per 
hour. 

Engine 1628, of tram J S L . 516, came be rest on its 
right side ncros3 both u a m traces at a point approximately 
500 feet beyond the craacia^. The first and fourth cars 
also came to rest on their rignt sides across o,th tracks, 
while the second and thirl c.rs renamed upright. The 
fifth, sixth and seventh cars vcrj derailed and leaned 
toward the ^eatbourd m a m tracK, m a tno front truck of 
the eightn car nraa dermic.1, the aast two cers m train 
No. 51b not being derailed Engine 1087, tram No 687, 
stripped itself from the frame and the boiler* cane to rest 
on top of engine 1628, while the bonder turned over toward 
the right. The first car m tram No. 687 was practically 
destroyed, and the front truck the second car was derail 
ed. None of the renaming equipnert in trem No. 687 tns 
derailed or danagea, Tho employee killed was the enginei-ion 
of tram Nu. 687, while those injured were the fireman, con 
ductor, baggageman-colJector, and flagman of train No. 687, 
and the engirierion, fireman, heed bra^e.tan, and two dinmg-
car employees, of tram No. 516. 
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Sunmary of evidence 
Enginenan McClosky, of train No. 516, stated that 

after leaving Arlington Heights he was looking ahead 
through the front window, which was open, and was moving 
at a speed between 50 and 60 rules per hour when ho sow 
three men near the private crossing, then about 500 or 600 
feet distant, one of the non was between the rails of the 
oastbound track swinging a red lantern back ana forth, 
while the other two were noith of the tracks, one of these 
nen had a white lantern, and possibly the other had a red 
lantern. He also saw a large tile or sewer pipe which ap­
peared to be just north of the north roil/but not clear of 
the track, and immediately applied the air brakes in emer­
gency, opened the sanaers and sounded tho whistle. The 
brakes took hold inricdiatoly and he thought the speed had 
been reduced to about 40 or 4 5 ales per hour when his 
engine struck -i he pipe. The non at the crossing ran over 
toward tho north or firenan's side, and ho did not see 
what becane of then. When he climbed out of the engine cab, 
he saw the headligit of a westbound tram only a short dis­
tance away, so he ran up along the south side of the west­
bound track to the point whore several ,icn wore standing 
along a passing track just south of the >oin tracks. One 
of these nen had a white Jantern, which he took fron bin 
and gave violent stop signal?, but by tnat tire the pilot 
of the ongine was about opposite h m and hew threw the lan­
tern at the firenan's side of the ceb as it pasted M r . 
He did not see the fireman looking out of the window, now 
did he hear any whistle sounded before the collision oc­
curred. Enginenan McClosky did not go back to the crossing 
afterwards, nor did he subsequently see anything of the nen 
who attempted to flag Ins own trc.n. He further stated 
that the headlight of nis own engine was burning brightly 
at the tine of the accident. 

Tho statements of ^Ironaji Rin b ) of train No. 516, 
practically corroborated those of Engmeiian McClosky al­
though ho said that approaching the crossing he was busy 
attending to the fire end did net s^e the nen oz tho cross­
ing, nor the pipe, unti L the enginerrn called h m over to 
his side of the cab; they were then about two car-lengths 
fron the crossing, and it appeared to hin that there were 
two pieces of pipe on the track and another just to the 
left or north of the trick. Ho noticed one nan had a red 
lantern, bur did not see h m swinging it. Fir men Ping 
followed Enginenan McClosky up tho track when he attenpted 
to flag the westbound train, and as the trein passed him 
he noticed nothing that would indicate whether or not tho 
brajtos had been applied in onergency, but he heard tie 
wnistle sounded just before tne collision. The statements 
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of Conductor McGirr, Baggageman Kirclicn and Brakenan Sals-
nan, of train No. 516, brought out nothing additional of 
importance, except that they estimated the speed of their 
train at the tine tno brakes were applied in emergency to 
have b'̂ en between 40 and 50 niles per hour. 

Flagman Frost, of tram No. 516, stated that he was 
riding in the rear car wnen he felt the air brakes applied 
m emergency, and as soon as tho tram stopped he went to 
the rear platform and got off on tho left sido, and as he 
looked ahead, hs saw a large pipe TO the left of tne train. 
He Then went around to the right side and saw that the west 
bound track was blocked by cars of his own tram, ho also 
saw several nen approaching, aid they to] d h m that the 
tram had struck a load of pipe. One of the neu had a 
lighted red lantern, and The others had white lanterns. At 
about that tn.c, he beam 1 a whmtle from a westbound tram 
and realizing The possibility of a collision, he ot once 
ligiited a red fusee and gpve xt to cue .f the men and told 
him to go around the head end cf his tram and try to stop 
the westbound tram. Flagman Frowst then proceeded toward 
Arlington Heights GO protect the rear cf his own train, 
which had stopped with the head end of tne ninth car about 
on the cross i.ng, and on his way back he saw no one who 
night have been flagging. Fe furtuor stated that when he 
first saw the i-sn w m h Tho rod lantern, he was about two 
and one-half car-lengths west w f tho crossing, er 10 or 15 
feet from the rear of his tram. 

Tho chef of tne dining-car on main No. 516 stated 
that as Swon as the tiam cane TO a stop, ho -assisted the 
steward m the dining car, who had been knocked down, and 
tnen went to tne coach QD tne heal end jf the d m m g car 
and opened tne vestibule doer en tho left siao. He saw 
three nen, and two ^f these -.en m l red "lanterns, but he 
was not sure whether er not tne etuei < an had a white or 
a red lantern. He mked then what happened, mid m e of 
then answered, 1,TAh' t is the natter with that engineer, We 
tried to flag e m lorn but ha didii'o pay no attention to 
us." 

One af Tne dining-car cooae smtcd that he followed 
the chef off the tram, and •saw the three men standing at 
the crossing; one of tnen hal ^ red lantern, and he Thought 
ne csav a red and a white lancern m the bank about 10 feet 
woST of the crossing. 

Fireman Munson, of tram Ne. 687, stated that he was 
unaware of anything wrong until their engine struck engine 
1628. He had been attending to the fire after leaving 
Mount Prospect, 2.78 I lies east of Arlington Heights, and 
when he saw the headlight of engixie ]628, apparently about 



150 feet distant, it appeared to be on the eastbound track. 
He said the enginenan was looking straight ahead, with 
his hand on the brake valve, tut the brakes were not ap­
plied before the collision. fireian Munson said that he 
himself was looking out of his side window and did not 
notice any one on his side of the engine with a white lantern. 
He also stated that the enginenan had dinned the headlight 
after leaving Mount Prospect, and that the headlight on 
engine 1628 was also dimmed. He estimated the speed of 
their train at the time of the accident to aave been be­
tween 40 and 45 miles per hour. 

Conductor Condon, of tram No. 68V, stated that there 
was no application of the air brakes before the accident 
occurred, nor was the whistle sounded, and he thought the 
tram was traveling at a speed between 45 and 50 mles 
por hour. The statements of Baggageman-Collector Service 
and Rear Brakeran Sdgar corroborated those of the conductor. 

Laborer Millor, employed by the Spencer, White & 
Prcntis Company, slated that he works from 4 p. m. until 
midnight, and on the night of the accident he was driving 
a tractor pulling a skid, with two cement sower pipes on 
it, fron tho south side of the tracks over tho crossing to 
the north side. The skid was attached to the tractor with 
two clevises. On reaching the last rail on the m rth side, 
one of the clevises broke and upon attempting to pull the 
skid with the one clevis, thao one e-lso broke. Laborer 
Miller then drove the tractor behind the skid and pushed 
off tne two sections of pipe, and then tried to push the 
Skid off the track;, but he was unable to move it. He then 
saw a tram approaching from the west and his second helper, 
Laborer Catuldo, started up the track with a red lantern to 
flag it, going a distance of about, 1,700 feet. Laborer 
Miller then drove the tractor back ever to the smth. side 
and also took a rod lantern and fallowed Lacoior Cataldo, 
while his first nelper, Laborer Kachnik, stayed noar the 
pipe with a white lantern. Laborer Miller further stated 
that he had ia metmctiens as to flagging trams, and 
that ono cf the men always looked in Doth directions before 
they started acrose the tracks. 

The statements of Laborer Machnilc corroborated those 
of Laborer Miller ao tcthear n o v 3 - ents over rone crossing, 
and he added that as the two men ran coward the approaching 
tram, the enginenan sounded the whistle several tioos; ne 
of the men was in the niddlo of the eastbound track wmle 
the other was between tne two m n tracks. He stated that 
it had been his practice to ^o ^ =ad on the tracks and 
lock m both directions and if there wore no trams in 
sight, he would toll laborer filler to ceie across. There 
was a bright white light en the front of the tractor and 
a red light on each rear corner of the skid. 
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TTie statenents of Laborers Miller and Machnik were 

node in tbe presence of Special Agents of the Railway Com­
pany and the Justice of the Peace for Cook County, and 
these special agents said that Laborer Cataldo, who was 
also present, stated that he could give no further informa­
tion to that given by the other two men and he signed his 
name to the statements nade by then. At the time of this 
investigation by the Cor .mission*s inspectors, however, 
Laborer Cataldo could not be located. Roadnastcr OfConnell 
stated that on Februaiy 20 he became aware of the fact 
that the cons truer; ion company was using this crossing with­
out providing proper protecticn and an agreement was nade 
whereby a flagman was furnished by the railway company fron 
7 a. n. to 7 p. n., except Sunday, to protect the crossing, 
and at no tine was there any understanding tip at pipe was 
to be hauled over the traces after 7 p. n. or before 7 a. m., 
and ho was entirely unaware of the fact that the crossing 
was being used diii'in̂  tho night. 

Grossing Flagman Petersen, who hau been assigned to 
protect tne riovencnfc of trains while pipe was being s K i d d e d 
over the n a m cracks, stated that the skid na.de a trip 
over the crossing about once every hour, and re had wit­
nessed accidents to loads cn throe different occasions, 
once wren a section of pxpe rolled off the skid; the ^ext 
tire, part of the skid caught in the flangi ef the ra^l, 
and another time tne o^ble cars off, but no Grains were 
due on any of these occasions. He had also observed move­
ments across tho tracks about three tines a week after 
dark, when no lanterns were used. 

Superintendent Canpbell stated that neither the 
readnaster, trainmaster nor himself was awrre that pipe 
was being hauled across this crcosirg after 7 p. n., and at 
seened to bin that in view cf the fact tnat it had been 
outlined to the construction cor^any that protection was 
necessary, they should have taken sone steps to inform 
the railway of any ..oie-cnts over the crossing they con­
templated making -hiring the nirglit, as witnout question, 
night operation of t,J s kind wmld involve o greater haz­
ard than would operatechs during tho day tine. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused by the cttenpt of eon-

tractors* employees to rove heavy sections of pipe across 
the tlacks cf tho railway vitluui any flag protection hav­
ing been provided. 

According to the state, eats of tho crew of tram 
No. 516, it appears that none of tho laborers nad gone up 
the track any distance to flag the tram, as clamed in 
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W. P. bOELAND, 

Director. 

the statement of Laborer Miller, wno said that Laoorer 
Cataldo went up tne track 1,700 feet. Enginenan MoClosky 
and Fireman Ring both stated that they saw men with lan­
terns near the crossing, just before tne derailment 
occurred, and within a few seconds after tho train had 
cone to a st-p, two dining-car employees and the cram 
flagman talked with the ^en, who were tnen m tho leiuie-
diate vicinity of the crossing. Under these circumstances, 
it is believed tnoy were also in the immediate vicinity of 
the crossing when the accident occurred, end that ne flag­
ging was done except from that point, at a tire when it was 
too late to stop the approaching tram. 

In view of the fact that it was outlined tc the 
contractors by tne officials f the railway that proper 
protection was necessary during the time that pipe v̂ as to 
be naulod over the tracks at the private crossing, and 
arrangements were made f m a flagman to be stationed at 
the crossing between 7 o. n. and 7 p. ii. , it was very poor 
judgment on the part of the contractors in not notifying 
the railway company that such movements were being con­
tinued during tno night time, so that i roper protection 
ceuld be afforded, especially as night operations obvious­
ly were attended by greater hazards tnon day operations 

All of the railroad employees involved were ex­
perienced men, and at the time of the acciiont none of 
then had been on duty m violation jf any of tho provi­
sions of the hours of service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 


