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In ve Investigation of sceident which socarred
on the Miosgo & Eastern I1limels Rsilrasd,
A% Shelburn, Ind., Mapeh 14, 19185, ’z ,

On Herch 1A, 1ULG, shers wea & dorcilsent on (e
Gateags & Fastera Illinols Hallroed st Snelburs, Ind., which
pesulied tn the death of the snginemsn snd ¥he injury of ¢
pasusngers, 2 sall clorks, ¥ trespacsers and 1 employse.
After investigation of this mguldsnt the Chief of the
Bivislon of Safety peports as follovss

The train involved i1n thils neoldent wus scathbound
train Xo, 88, known as the Dixie Flysr, en poute from (hloago,
111l., to Jackaonville, Fla. TI% eonstfated of 1 mail enr,
1 bvaggege exr, E ecnaches and & Fullman slsepluog oars, sll of
alivates) sonstruction, haulsd By lovomative 1007, end was In
charge af Conductor Burnes and Englosasn Baldwin. It left
Torre Heule, Ind,, &t 3.3) k. M., six sinuden late, passed
Siofort, Ind., I8 milea bayond Tervs Heute, &t 3.56 ¢. n, and
2t 4,082 a. a. was @sralled Just napth of the statlion at
Shalburs, slx siles beyond Felfoet, while running st an
egtinated wread of G0 milea per houy,

The logomotive cams 0 rast on its right aide mearly
700 feat beyond the polnt of derailsent. Ths first 7 cars were
deraliled ut all rossined um's.gm, ueopuﬁg the baggagé ey snd
the firet comnch, the firmer belng partly on one slde, while the
goach was on its left side direotly soross the trngz\k. Hone
of the ears were badly damaged. The weather ve ‘ ﬁaudyﬁ

his part of the Chiloego and Zsatern Illinoisz Railresd
Az & single~tysck line, train sovemsnts being protooted by the
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wanusl bloekegignel syetoms, The track s lald wiith 0wpound
steal patle, 33 faet in loagth, with an awerage of 18 freated
nax'taas wnder each rall, ballasted with fros 12 to Al inches
of gravel. Just acrth of the H1ll Slreet croasing snd about
8O0 feet nmorth of the statlon, Ls o #wlteh lesding so the old
pagsing track on the left side of the main track, Immedlstiely
goutn of the strest crossing 1s o ewiteh leading Yo the nsw
rageing track on the right slde of the asin track. Both of
the swlitahen wore faolng polnt awitcheq for southbound movenents.
The first signg of derallaent were on & pell Jolnt
on the cutelide of the right hend rall eprosits the heel of the
frop of the awitan lewding %o the old pasalng track, absut & feet
sorth of the sirest erogeing. AL this polnt two Bolta had been
ghearsd off, while Just beyond was 2 msrk on a tle, eloge o the
rell, zade by a wheel flsnge. The next saris asée by this le-
ralled whevl were on the orugsing planks, the sarks graduslly
working awey £roz the pail until they wepe 12 ioches dlstant
therefrom at a psint 00 feat neyund the Initial mark, They then
ran perallel to the pall T a tlatance of 48 fael, &% which
point the derallied =heel groie in contaoct with the leed of the
naw pasaing trsek, It then Fsilowed this for abdut 20 Ieet, si
whioh poing it was 21 incbse sway Irom the maln track rall.
Beyond this point, the tira were butched and bhreken snd the track
pragtioelly destroyesd for 2 Jdiztance of about 400 feet, and on
this sesount 1t wes Iuvonsi®ls fo determine exactly where the
1veomotlve wng deraliled. The marks on the $lee and on the orogs~
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ing planks, hovever, apuwosrasd to have bees nade by ¢nly e elngls
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paly of whaela snd Lt 1g belleved thet they were sade by the
Torwerd wheslg of the foruward tender truck, es the 1ef% fopwnrd
whesl on the Pforwerd truck had a merXk on the cuteide of the
tread, wvhers $he metal hed been aksargd off of the ouler adge
for cue~third ite alrcumfrrence, which indiczted thas thils pare
tigular wheel had mounted a reil, and $hat this zark was onde
by this palyr of whesls coming in gsontset with the lasd of the
mew paaping track,

Exapinastion of ths logcmotive and sendsr showed that
the wieels weres in good oonditlon apd nothing wes found that
gould heve contributed te the acoident, The jendsr hed been
equipped with a full set of polled steel wheels and new axles
s short tima previonsly. One of the reer tender vhesls had s
gnsll pleve of metal ehipped sut of 4 flanpge, bul this wee bee
lievad to have bean dup to & Blow delivered orosewlss %o the
flange, parallel with the exle, during the depallzent.

Txamination of the trach ghowed that the gauge and
gliznment wers generally in good condition. fThe swrfuce, Row
ever, wss not good. Tha rail Joint on the left slde of the
track, 1l fest aorth of the gtreel oroeniay, wes practiomlly
leve)l with the oapposlte rall, The next prall Joint on the
lef't 2ide of the track, 84 fzet fyosz the crosglng, wee nearly
1 inoh lower than the oproslie rell. %The next Jolnt on this
gide, 90 fast from the creealng, wee practleelly le1/8 laches
lower then the oaprosite rall, and 20 fest nesrer the oroesing
the left rall vas pore then four-fifths of an lmeh low, while
the Jjoint & feet farther south, 40 fset from the crogfsing, was
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loval with the oppoeite pall. The frog, the tos of s loh was

18 fost from the epogealng, was nsarly level with the pight hend

reil, while the heel of the frog wem aboul ane~third ¢f an inch
higher than the »ight hand rall. This frog, howaver, wss a
new one plaged An the track efter the gocldeal, sud examlnatlon
ghoved that when 1t wes put i, the ties hed net besn dleturbed
aad that in opder to bring 4% up mors pearly $0 the level of
the op-ositse rell, it LHed been pecegsary o placs under 1t 2
si:dm 1-1/5 Inschea Yhiock, The sectisn fopsmsn in charge of
tikls divieion, who had had 9 yeers® expariencd as a sectlion
foremen, stated thet he &1d nat oluos any shis ander the o0ld
froge

Firemen Ven Lieu siated that when approsehlng Zhele
burs e gat dpwn on his seet box aad laoked st hle watch, &t
whigh time 1% wee 4,02 p,m. Je had Just put his waloh intoe
his poecket when the engine iaft the trasck. He sitated that
the englnemsn at onee shut >0f zte~x and applisd the hrakse
pad Ard gotten on to the deck 3 the engloe and hed Juet teken
hold of the reversy lever woes ihe anglne turned aver, The
firesan further stoted the: he 3id dot notloe any dersllsent
of the tender prier to the l-roillpent of the engine. He
thought the tender was atout half full of water at wWwis time,
and estizated shai the eveed oF the traln was about &0 miles
par nour,

Juperintendesrt Jlidden atntad that khers was & 2Rk
an the runaing eurfsce f the right rall vhen he first




@l

examined it, evidently made by = whesl, or by sca¢ object
desgging, but this sark could not be found when the traek
wee sxemingd, slthough no treffic had moved over it with the
exteption of the wrecking train,

It &5 beliavad that this sovldent wee csuzed by the
derallawnt of the fopward tsnder truck whesl, due t2o the low
grots 1n the left hsad #eil and (R hlgh rate of apesd af
which the traln wee aovisng st the ti=e,

Thia soglésnt agsin calla c¥tention to the
dealrabllliy of uslng ellesteel care Lh st pagssnger traln
service. Thila trein woe dersiled while soving &t & bhizh rats
of epewed, yoi the squipsent wag not bedly dsmgged, and none
of the Dressngers ¥ag k1lled or serisugly injured.
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