
Ill re Investigation of eeeident which eeatirrsd 
on tti* Ibiesgo o Eastern iUlaoi* ft&ilreed, 
At snelfeoro* Xnd«# keroh IA* ISleV < 

Oa aapch 14, 1910* there «*a a derailment oa tbo 
Chicago A ftastera Illinois Railroad at fl&elbura, !**&*> whioh 
ratal tod in the death of tee engiaeasn and too injury of 4 
passenger*, 0 anil alar*** f trespassers end 1 eapleyee. 
AT tor investigation of thia aoeloeat tho Chief of tho 
Bivieiea of safety reperto oa follows* 

tha train involved in thia aeeldeat was southbound 
train ffo* 95» snows as tho dixie flyer* oa route froa Chicago, 
lit** to Jacksonville, ria. It consisted Of X aail ear, 
1 beggege eer# 2 ooaohoo and ft roilaan sleeping ears* ell of 
allosteei construction* hauled by looosotifo 10©?, and woo in 
charge of Conductor fecraoo add lofiaoaaa Betdirio* It left 
Terra Haute, Ind*, at 3*31 a« el* alautea late, passed 
gisfert* lnd*» IS silos boyoed Torro tteutt, at $*Se a* a* and 
at a* a* waa tiorallod Jttet north of tho station at 
Shelbum, six alios boy nod Soif ortf whilo running at on 
eetlaatsd speed of 60 alios por hour. 

The looonotivo ooao to post on its right side nearly 
TOO feat beyond tho point of derailaont. tho first 7 oars were 
derailed but oil renetoed upright, excepting tho baggagO oar end 
tbo first coaen, the forcer being partly on one side, while tha 
oeaeh was on its left side dlreetty serosa tho track* Jfono 
of the oars wore badly daaaged*. the weather woe eloudy* 

This part of tho Chicago and Eastern Illinois fisilread 
is a eiagle-trsek line, train noveaeats being pro tooted by tho 



Manual bie<&~0%nal systems. The traefe le laid will. expound 
Steel rails. S3 feet in length, with an average of id treated 
oe.it tlee under each rail, ballasted with fro* 13 to 15 inches 
of gravel* Just north of the Kill Street ereeslng and about 
BOO feet norm of the station, la a ewitea leading to the old 
passing traefe on the left side of the gala track. Xaaediately 
south of the street crossing is a switch leading to the new 
passing track on the right slue of the nain track* Soth of 
the switch®a w*sre facing point awl tehee for southbound movmmts* 

the first signs of derailment were cn a rail Joint 
on the outsia© of the right hand rail opposite tbe heel of the 
frog of the switch leading to the old passing trac&, about 5 feet 
north of the street crossing* At thia point two bolts had been 
shesrsa off, #hils just ©eyoad w&e a mark en a tio* close to the 
rail, gsside by a %rheel flange, m e next aarlts aade by this 4e-
r&ll#4 &he&l #ens on th® arising pl&n&6, the asr&s gr&au&liy 
wer&lng away fro a th© rail until they we** IS inches distant 
therefrom at & point fin f^et oo/jnu the Initial sau&. Iftey then 
ran parallel to the rail f->r a Jiss&nce ef 45 feet, at «hich 
point the derailed ^m<l crwe in contact with the lead of the 
new passing traeh* It then f oHoied this for ab&ut 29 feet, at 
which point it £1 inches « s y fro® th$ gain traefc rail. 
Beyond this point, tha ti^a were hunched and broken and tha tmak 
prssotlojilXy destroyed for a «3istanea of about 400 feet, an4l on 
this account it was lupaftoii'le to determine exactly where the 
locomotive was derailed. *lhe asrfcs on the ties aM on tha cro»«-

i 
ing planks, however, appeared to b&ve been neds by only & single 
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pair wheels end it is believed that they were ®ade by Che 
forward wheels ef the forward tender time*, as the left forward 
whe#l en the forward truoft had a mr& en the outside of the 
tretd, where the stetstl hed been sheared off ef the outer edge 
for one-third, its elrcaaf»renae, whioh indicated that this par* 
tioui&r wheel had counted a rail* and that this aor* wms «nd# 
by this pair of wheels coating in contact with the lead of the 
new p&seiag track. 

Examination of the locomotive and tender showed th&t 
the metis were && good condition sad nothing was found that 
eauld hare contributed to the aocident* *ne tender had besn 
shipped with a full eet of rolled steel wheels and n#w axles 
a short tine previously. One of the rear tender wheels had a 
tisfiil piece of metal shipped wit of a flange, but this v&a be* 
lieved to have been due to a blow delivered crosswise to the 
flange* parallel with the exit, during the dsvallsent* 

•gxamln&ti^n of th© track shoved that the gauge 
alignment ware generally in good condition* fhe surf&ee, how­
ever, not good* m e rsll Joint on the left side of th® 
traex« lis feet north of the street crossing, W H S pr&etically 
level with the opposite rail* ^h* next rail Joint on the 
l«ft side of the tr&o&, 8& fset fro® the crossing, was nearly 
1 inch iQmv than the opposite rail* $he next Joint on thia 
a Ida i 66 feet froia the crossing, was practically 1*1/3 inches 
lo^er th^n the opposite rail* and; go feet nearer the crossing 
the left rail wae wore th&n four-fifths of an Inch low, while 
th* joint S feet farther south, 40 feet frera the crossing, was 



level with the opposite rail* the frog, the toe ef *fcich was 
Id feet froa the Grossing, wee nearly level with the right hand 
rail* *hlle the heel of the frog was about one*-third of en inch 
higher then tbe right hand rail, this frog* however* was a 
new one platted in the track after the * accident* and examination 
showed that when it was put in* the ties had not bean disturbed 
and that in order to bring it up acre nearly to the level of 
the opposite rail, i t had been necessary to place under it & 
shla 1-1/3 inches thick* the section forenan in charge of 
this division, who had had 9 years* experience as & section 
faraiaan, stated She % he did not alaoe any ehia under tha old 
frog* 

Fireman Van Lieu stated that when spproaehing ®hel~ 
burn he eat down on M a tost box and looked at his watch, at 
vhldh tiae it was 4,.02 p,$* lie bad just put his watch into 
itla pocket #hen the ermine left the track* He stated that 
the engineaan at once shut sff st*>**3 and applied the braises, 
and had gotten on to the deck jg tha engine end had Junt tn&en 
hold of the reverse Xevsr *A%T«n tbe angina turned over* the 
fireman further stated thtt he did aot notice any derailment 
of the tender prior to the i^llasnt of the engine. Ms 
thought the tender sat «fcot»t half full ef water at the tiae, 
aad estimated that the e~e©a of the train was about §0 ailes 
par no ur* 

Superintendent sudden stated that there- was a sark 
on tha running surface *f tha right rail ̂ hen he first 



examined it, evidently made by a wheel* or by soise object 
drsggleg, but thia mrk could not be found when the traok 
was examined, although no traffio had saved over it with the 
exception of the wroefcing train* 

1% is believed that thle ceviftont wats caused by the 
derailment of the far^ar4 tender truck wheel, due to %h® Isw 
&?©ts la the left hand re.il &tA the.aJ^, rate of apaed at 
^hieh th© train ®m aevi&j; st the tisst * 

?his aeoidaat ̂ galn Galls attention to the 
deeir&billty of using eii-f&teel cars in fast peaBender train 
®ervlee» Thia train was derailed while aovin̂  at a high rat© 
of speed, yet the * equipment was not badly daiagged, and nana 
of the pagsangtirFg waa killed or serially inured* 
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