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On June 5, 1@15, there was a derailment of a pas* 
sengar train on tha 0hie&@e & Alton E&llroad soar tinier, 
111*, whioh resulted in the injury of S2 passengers, 8 e»~ 
ployeos and 1 mall clerk. After investigation of this acci­
dent the flhief of the Division of Safety reports as follows? 

Tho train involved ia this accident was a&stbound 
tr-'iia Ho. 70, consist Ing of 1 u'ail ear* I savage oar and B 
ooaohes, hauled by locomotive and was in shares of Con** 
duetor Grady and tagitimsm Mclaughlin* Xt passed Eopedale, 
4*$ Bjilea west of the point of accident, at lOiOd cum., 9 
jainutes late, and v/au derailed about 1 mile west of Kialer, 
Mills running at a sgê d of approximately 40 railes per hour* 

tfhe t@ad«r was the firwt nart of the train to be de* 
railed, and waa followed by the derailment of all four ears, 
the first three of "#hich turned over on their sides* $one of 
the etjuip&ent was badly daisâ ea* 

This ,?art or the Chicago & Alton Railroad is a 
single track: line, trains being operated by the manual block 
signal system* The traofc la laid with $0 pound rails, 30 
feet in length, with an averse of IS oak ties under each rail, 
about 20 percent of 'tffcioh are treated ties* She ballast is 
of stona, v&ryings from £ to £ inches in depth, a great deal of 
this atone ballast being fro- 3 to 3 laches in diameter, making 



it difficult to tasg> properly* The traok at tbo point of 
aooidont is straight* wit!* a alight deseendisg grade for east-
bound trains, Tfee wether wan clear* 

Inglnesian ttotsugblin stated tbat tbe train sma 
traveling at a speed of about 40 Riles per bour when tbe 
tender started to lussp, and after three or four jolts the 
wheels se^sd to go out from under it, he at one© applying 
the tineggsnay air bra&^s* Ho did not &now what sensed the 
aeeident* 

Firessysn Mulhem stated that he had iuat started 
putting in a fire *vfcen he noticed the tender was derailed* 
'Sh® tender started to go toward tha right and then %mm back 
and turned to the left* Be thought the speed at th« tii&e 
was about 3@ or 40 csile© per hour* 

The road$a®t« stated that the section foreman went 
over th© trae& on May SI, l©velihu it and jiekiag up low spots, 
and thtk% ho himself rode over the tr&els on June 1, at whioh 
tine he did ant aotioe any rough tr&ek or end spots. So fur­
ther stated that the ties w r o in good condition* fhe rails 
were laid in 1090 and «er© also In good condition* The angle 
bar a, however, w r e eaten by brine and so&e were badly surfs co 
bent, wfelah wuld allow the joints to be one-half ineh low* 

Bses&in&ti&s of th© wheels, truehs, eta*, of the de­
railed equipa*»nt» revealed nothing whioh could have caused 
this accident. The track ?#aa esa&iaed for a distance of one-
half Bile wm% from &h@ point of derailment, and also for one-
fourth Kile esst of that point* It w found that tha forward 
tender whe^l h»d wanted th© right-hand rail, and after running 



along on tho D«11 of t&is rail for a dlet&sae of S? foot 
had dropped off on the sou t is aide of the mil end run along 
on tha tiea a distance of about 1 rail length* $he wfeasl 
aeries on tha tiea n$ to thia point Indicated that only one pair 
of whâ ls and been derailed* After dropping off the rail 
the wheels worked amy from It until, is a dlatanoe of 30 
feet* they were about S3 laches amy from the rail* ffcoy 
than hegan to tear ug the traok* resulting in the derail* 
mmt of the balance of the train* 

Tula examination also a Sowed that, while the gauge 
and alignment of the traok ̂ ero good* the surface waa irregu­
lar* About 3 foot west from tha point of derailment thsre 
waa a rail joint in tho left rail that -ms nearly 1 inch low* 
fifteen fee* wect of tMs Joint tha left rail *aa a little 
less than one-half inch low, while at the nest Joint the left 
rail was slightly orer X inch low* ffifty-threa foot west of 
the psjlat Of derailment tbe left rail was nearly one-balf 
inch low, amis d9 feet a«ay 6b® two rails were practically 
level* About Si feet fro© the point of derailment the left 
rail waa about three-fourths of an inch higher fcbara the right 
rail, tbla condition existing for & distance of about 30 feet* 
One hundred and twenty-eight feet sresfc of the point of derail­
ment, the two mils ware level again* while at a distance of 
16e foot the left rail was s&aia lower than the rigbb rail, the 
deviation in this case assenting to nearly one-half inch* 

^sla acoiaant TOO censed by the derailment of the 
forward tender wheels, due to the uneven condition of the 
track ifsnediately west of the point of derailment* This un-



even condition undoubtedly eauaed tbe tender, partially 
filled wito water, to roeSc bao& and forth to such an extent 
that the wheels counted the rail* dropping off on the out­
side and abusing the subsequent derailment of the rest of 
the train* 

In &®ny previous reports dealing with avoidant* 
wfeieb have been due to tenia? derailments en aecoust of un­
even tr&o&, attention haa be&a sailed to the feet that on 
siany railroads the trao£ 1B not properly oonstruoted or euf-
fleiently «sll maintained to pemit of the safe operation of 
trains att the rates of apead allowed* In tha aooidont under 
Ificfstftlostion th© traak was not in good condition, the sur­
face being w r y irregular* Until ste^s a^e taksn to nlaes 
traofe in #ood oondltioa, and to aal&tein it in that condi­
tion, avoidants of this ehareeter any be expected to oeour. 


