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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CC WISSION

REPOPT OF THE DIRECTOR OF TFE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATICN OF AN ACCIDENT WFICF OCCURRED QN THE
CFICAGO AND ALTON RAILFOAD NEAR LARRABEE, MO., ON
JANUARY 23, 1937.

March &2, 19237.
To the Comwmission:

On January 23, 1927, there was a hecad-end col-
lis1on betwsen a passenger train and a freight tralin
on the Cricage and Alton Raillroad near Larravee, Mo ,
which resulted 1in the death of 1 employeec and the 1injury
of 13 passengers and 2 emrployees.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the
“estern Division extending between Booth and Slater,
Yo., a thrigrnne of 165.7 miles, in the vicinity of the
point of gaoecident this 18 @ single-~track line over which
trains a operated by time-taple, train orders and a
manual plock-signal system. The point of accident was
about 2% miles west of Larrabee, approaching this point
from either direction the track 1s tangent feor more trhan
2 miles. The grade at tre point of accident 1s nearly
1 per cent descending for eastbcund trains.

Trhere was a sleet storm prevailing at the time
of the accident, which occurred at about 5 10 a.m.

Description

Westbound passenger train No. 9 consisted of one
baggage car, one comblnation mall and smoklng car, one
chailxr car, tso Pullman sleeping cars, and one comolnation
sleeplng and ooservation car, 1n the order nared, hauled
by engilne 626, and was 1n chzrge of Conductor Alexander
and Engineman Eikost. Trhis train left Larrabee at 4.58
a.m., according to the train sheet, 34 minutes late,
and shortly afterward 1t collided with traln second No.
84 while traveling at a speed estimated to have besn be-
tween 30 and 40 miles an hour.



Eastbround freight train second No 84 consisted
nf Z7 cais and a caboose, haunled by enrine 815, and was
1n chaige of Couductor Varkwell and Engireran Taylol.
Trig train arrived at Clecrk, 6.4 miles west of Lariabee,
at 4.02 a.m., entered the passing track fer the purpose
of meeting trains Nos. 25 and 9, and recelved a clearance
card authorizing 1t to proceed upon the arrival of those
trains, According to the train sheet, train No. 29
rassed Clark &t 4 51 a.m., one hour and one rinute late,
wh1le train second No. 84 departed from Clark at 4.52 a.m.,
without walting for train No. 9 to arrive, and collided
with that train while traveling at a reduced zate of speed.

Bcth engines came to rest 1n an upright posttion
badly daraged, with their driving wheels aeralled The
baggage car i1n trarn No. @, which was of wooden construc—
tion with eteel sheathing, was telescoped 1ts entire
lergth, while the first Five cars in the freight train
were meTre or less badly damaged. The empleoyee killed
was the bagegageman of train No. 9

Surmary of evidence

Engineman Eikest, of train No 9, stated that
after his train had takern coal at Larracee he departed
from that point st 5 OF a.r., under a clear block-signal
indication. Bhortly afterwarde hz observed the headlight
of an opposing train, out thought 1t was standing at
Clark and did not realize the train was approaching until
1t camrz ovzar the crest of a hill a stort distance wast
of the point of accident. He wmmediately closed the
throttle, applied trhe ai1 brakes 2n emergency and got
do*n on th: staps piepared to get off, out was not aocle
to do so0 bafore the acecident occurred. F-2 said that by
this time the spcoed of hie train probably had besn re-
duced to about 40 riles an hour. Engineman Eikost further
stated that his view was not obstructsd by the slzet or
snov, out that the approaching headlight had a tend:ancy
to blind him and to prevent himr from asccurataly determrin-
ing 1ts loecation.

Firaman Wemack, of train No. €, stated that the
window con his side of the cao was opaen and trhat he was
locking forward continuously after leaving Larrabee,
except during two gtort intervals while he was sngaged
10 shoveling coal, but he did not see the headlight of



the opposlng lrein until 1t came ovar the crest of a

hi1ll a short distance ahead of Fis >ngin:. Ths alr brekes
wvers appltad 1n emeresncy, at wrich tir: the traln was
traveling at a speed of about 50 wilze an hour, but he

did nct know to what cxtent the spz=d rad bz=n reduced
before the collision occurred.

The staterents of Conductor Alexasncer, of traln
No. 9, adduced nothing of 1mportance as he was unaware
of anything unuesual until the emergency arplication of
the brakes was wmads Just p~fore the occurrence of the
accident.

Engineran Taylor, of train second No. 84, statad
thst as his train passed the telegraph office, located
near the west passitpg—-track switch, he received a clzar—
ance card which authorizzd his train to procezd aftzr
the arrival of trains Nos. 25 and 9, provided 1ts orders
and time-table rights pzrmitted. The train was brought
to a stop et about 4.10 a.m. w1tk the enzine near the
castern end of tte vasscing track. Fe than 1nsvected his
gngine, which r:culred only a few minutes, returned to
th2 cngine cao and evidently fell asleep, although at
the tire train No. 25 passed his engine he vas wide awaks
and ci1d not rzalize then thet he had peen gelecep. He
was unocer the impiassion thet both trains had passed,
although he had only noticed on= train, ance 1mmedlately
after train No. 2% had passed sore ons said "let's go',
wh=reupcn the head dDrakeran opaned tle =z2ast vassing-track
switck and ke pullsd ocut onte th: main track, shortly
after which he recesived a proceed siemsl frow the rear
of his train. ™hea his train rcacnzd tr= gscond rise
in the track esst of Clark ke obssrved the beadlight of
the opposing train and he said he continu~d to watch
1t for acout 15 minutes, being uncder the 1mpiession the
train wss standing cn the main track at Larrao:e. Ha
did not realize that the train was avpioaching until it
was a short distance abtead of his o'm train, and he 1r-
redlately appli=d the orakes in cmergency and jumpad.
Engineman Taylor could not account for his i1dza that
voth trains rad passed while his train vas standing on
the passing track. Enginaran Taylor furtha:r stated that
the headligbt on his engine wag extinpulshed while
stending on the passing track at Olark, but that 1t had
teen lighted snd was burning brightly at the time of
the accident. It was his baligf thet 2t the {ti1m= the



hoadlight of the opposing trair wae 1n sight, while his
o'm traln was paesing cover the krolls ociweon Clark
and the roint of acc:dent, that that trs.n ras stancing

at Larratee, sand thet 1t started fror Lirraoee affer his
own trailn had passed over the last knoll.

Fireman Henderson, of train scecond o. B84, read
and understood th: clzarance card receiicd it Clark and
thon fell asleep whil:y bis Lrein -wac siznding on the
passing track, being aw.u.nad oy th2 pa-sing of train No.
25. After ths/t tuiz he red o furibizr ccoversatlon with
the enpinwan snd he d-d not reacrher of | sving made any
statr>nt avout vrocendine. ¥ Lo 7 P2 wz2p the hzadlight
of en oppocing treln woi n hilg own Troin s 2l oa point
about one-hzl< wi1l~ from th: pont ¢I wcelacat, but he
thousht th2 oppoeing troln wes e'zmo210r o3 Larracaeg; he
then started erov:iinz co 1l and hed 1ot recuined to his
sgat boxX wh:n ha2 obseriowd th: approacning train lmmediate-
ly ah:ad of his enpins.

Ecad Erakemwan Anson, of train second No. 84, stated

that as hi1ie troi1m pacsed the tolegreph office at Clark

he recaived the cleerancs card frow the opzretor and tret
ha read and undaerstood 1ts contenis. orakeman anson zlso
wert to slzep 1n th> cab of th2 2sngine and did rot araie
until train o. 25 vessed. He then heard some cne, he
thourht 1t wae the Tireran, say "Let's go" and *ithout
conferring with any one he proceeded to open the switeh.
After the rear of Rig L1iain Lad passed the switch he
cleosed 1%, geve 3 poceod gilgnal on the enpinswman's slde
of the tr 1a agna cuiered tne caboose. Brakemen Anson
sald the conductor, =who was riding on the rear of the
cavoose =2& he entered 11, nguired ss to whatrar train
No. © had gone and he repliesa that Fe had boen asleep

oul supnesed thot 1t had, judging from the renerk he over-
heard w27iors leaving the eanrine cab. he did not know
that the engineman and fireran also had peen aslcep while
his train wa3 standiag at Clork.

Conductor karkwell, of train second No. 84, n=ent
to sleep 1n the caboose, he avoke soout 4.4 a.m., went
outside of the cabtose snd sagw the hesdiight of an
approachlng %trzin whkich he TerRcognilized as train No. 25 at
the time 1% poczeed l1r. Irvec ately aftervard his trasin
pulled out of tns pzecsing frasck wiilbout bis knowing
whether or not tra'rn No 9 haa gone. As the caboose
pzssed the switcn Ffead Brekeran Anson closed 1T arnd Le
told Brakerman Anson that he had osen asleepn and asked 1f
train No. © had passsd to which tne biakeran teplied that
1% had. EHe then asked tre bra¥Yeman 1f the crew at the



=

head end of the trmin haa been acleep zad the uracenan
1eplied that ke had, out that Fir=vorn Hernoerson el Ie-—

mained a’/oka. Conductor Yarkmell wee -yvart of the
telephone lecated near the eas. pa~e k. -1rodk egvitch end
gai1d that he 1nteandsd to ceoravnicale wolo th2 opetator

at Clark to learn the locet-on of Ulrain wme. 2, but filed
to do so on account of tre erpratic staseaznt of Sioke-
man Ansgn that ftrain No. 9 had passed.

Flacmoen Davenvort, of train s2cond No. 84, stated
tnat as his trein ras approachirg Clerk Lhe felt eloepy
and lay down in tne ecatooe=, 1n vwichk pos2tion he remalned
until the accident occaried. The passing of train No &5
aroused him gne he wes a 2re th-%t oo 5 trein a8 12aving
the passing track, ne alsc hoard tLne conductor aad head
prgakeran talking with 2ach otler put did rnot krow what
they were discussinr.

CJonclusions

This accident was cauced pv train secord Yo. 34

heading out on *he main track before the arvrival of train
No. 9, an overdus superior fTra.r, Aduc Lo the fzct that
the entire c¢rem f311 aslecep and thought train Ilo. 9@ had
paesed.

The evidence 1s conflicting as to rnetkhsr or not
the remark "Let's go!" was mace by some membzr of the ciow
in the =zngine cao of train second No. 84 before tha
train left Clatk. BRegardiess of whether or not any
statoment wag made about procredingz, th: fact rerains
tres tha -sr=ire crew, and also the train cre~, hsd bean
asle2p and had P=ard only on= *tra'n pass the~, mhile they
vare fully gnare that tro trains were to ve w2t at Clerk,
as 1nclcated oy the cleoarance card in thei:r posc2ssion.
No cexcuse can be olfered for thelr action 1n se<uming
that both trains had passed, particularly in v_ew of the
fact that ample facilities wers avallable for cormunl-
cating with the cperator arnd trus obtalaing accuiate 1n-
forration.

Fach enginerman sav the headlight of the opposing
traln when 1t »as bcvoTal wilss distant cut farlad to
reallze trhat the tisirsg vere approachins cscn oth2r and
conezouently made no effort to stop until th: cistance
pztween thew mae too shart to pirevent tne accrlouent This
18 a gitaztlon vhich has arisen con sevaral occoclons, aad
1t was discusced 1an the report coverlng the 1nvestigation



of the accident which occurred on the Cricago, VMilwaukee
and St.Paul Railway near Sacred Heart, ¥inn., on November
. 15, 1985, 1in which the following statement was made:

"With respect to the ability of enginemen to
determine the location of an opposing head-
light, 1t was found that 1t was 1mpossible
to do this, theze being no zpparent change
1n the lgceztion of the headlight, or any in-
crease 1n the intensity of the light, from
the time 1t first appsesared, more than 4 miles
distant, until 1t was close enough to reflect
onnt the rails at a distance of luoss than 1 mile;
even this reflection howevar could not be seen
by an engineman 1if ris own headlight were burn-
ing, neither would 1t be visible 1f each of the
opposlng engilnes was running cn a slightly
ascending grade."

If an adequate automatic block-signal system
had been 1in use on this line, this accident probably
would not have occurred; an adeouate autoratic stop or
train control device would have prevented 1t.

The erployees involved were experlenced men and
at the time of the accident none of them had been on duty
in violation of any of the provisions of the hours of
service law. It appcared, hovever, thzt before goilng out
on the trip on which the aceident occurred several members
of the crew of train second No. 84 had not obtained adeguate
sleep, the conductor and flagman having slept only about
3% hours while the head brakeman had not had as much sleep
as the conductor and flagman, these three erployees had
been off duty 8 hours and 20 minutes, while the engine
craw had been off duty nezrly 15 hours. In the case of
some of the members of this crew 1t appeared thet the
reason for their failure to obtain adecuate rest was the
fact that they had not anticipated being callsd back on
aduty as soon as actually was the case.

Respectfully submitted,
. W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



