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INTERST&TE CCVWMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFEITY IN RE
INVESTIGATICON OF AN ACCIDOJT W4iCH OCCURRED ON
THE CIIICAGO & ALTON RaILROAT NEAR INDEPENDINCE,
MO., ON FEBRUARY 1bH, 1928.

March 326, 19382,
To the Commission:

On Fetrusry 15, 1828, ihere was a terailument
of a passenger train on tne Chizago & Alton Railroad
near Independence, Mo., resulting in the death of ome
employee and tne injurv of seve. passengers and two em-
ployees,

Location and nethod of coperaticn

This accidert occurred on Sub-division 1 of
the Western Division, extending between Siater and Kansas
City, Mo., a distsnce of 90.3 miles, i1n tne vicinity of
the point of accident this 1s a single-track line over
which trains arc operated by time~-table, train oraers eznd
an automatic block-signal system, valle under a special
bulletin 1ssued in Yebruary train moverents arc also gov-
erned by an absocluts manaal blnck-signal system between
Independence and Rocx Creck Junction, a distance of 34,6
miles, within which territory the accident occurred, The
accident occurred at a poirt apnroximately 1.6 miles west
ol Independence, approaching tnis point from the east the
track 1s tangent for 1,400 fest, followed by a 3Ccurve
to the right 1,883 feet 1n length, the accident occurring
on this curve at a point 1,032 8 feet from 1ts castern
end, The grade 1s descending for westbound trains, ceing
1,101 per cent at the voint of accident,

The track 1s laia with 100-pound rails, 33 feet
in length, with about 21 +“1es fto the rail-length, tie-
plated on curves of 3° or more, double-spiked on the gauge
side of the rails, and ballasted with crushed stone to a
depth of about 30 inches, anti-rail creepers are also
used. The general maintenance of the track was good.
Passenger trains are limited to 2 specd of 50 miles per
hour.

The weathcr wasz clear at the tiue of the acci-
dent, which occuired at about 7.]17 p. m.
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Description

Wegtbonnd oaseencer tv-1in No. 31 consisted of
oné baggage and mall car, one bargage and express car,
one combination baggage and smoxing ¢ali, oné chair car,
one dining cer, and one psrlor car, in the order named,
Lauled by engine €07, &nd was 1n charce of Ccndactor
Jones and Dngincmen Jetton Thig train left Independence,
the last open offi1ce, 8t 7 13 p.m , on tive, and on reach-
ing a point aporoxinately 1,6 miles beyond that so1nt 1%
was derailed while traveling at a speed estiwated to have
been between 40 znd 45 miles per hour.

Engine 607, 1ts tendcr, tne farst four cars snd
the forwara truck of the fiith car were derailed. The
engine and tender were derailzsd tc tvae south or left and
came to rcést oa their left cideg aowan a 10-foot erbank-
ment, parallel with and about 1o fezt from the track, the
head cnd of the engine was 875 feet west of the poini of
derailment, The first four cars were derailed to the
north or right; none of them wae entirely overturned, nor
was any of the derailcd couroment badly damaged. The em-
ployee killed wag tae firenen.

Sunearv of cvidence

At a point abort 125 fect cast of the poiat of
Gerailment i1ndicztione were found of small stonés having
been placed on the outside rsil of the cuarve, thesge stones
evidently were token from the trzeck vallost, They had
tceen crushed elwost to »Howudcr «na werc found on both sides
of the base of tne rall nrd also on the ties. I% further
appeared that a hollowv prick had boen similarl- placcd on
the ostside rail, the crushed material peing found on both
g1deeg 07 the base of th3 rail ond on the ties, and other
fragments of the same matcrial were found in close bprox-
1mity thereto., A 1 1/8 1nch nut was found within a few
feet of the voint of derrilwment, battered on the top side
and with ebrasiocng on the botstom side, apparently this
nut had been run over, although 1t was not badly dis-
torted nor was there any imprint on the head of the razxl
which would have definitely determined 1ts locetion.

There was a light flazage mark or the running surfece of

the outside rail stvartving et the ncirt of derailment and
continuing for a dist-necc of 33 fe.t, bevond which point
there was a very light flenge wark on the oitside of the
base of the south rail ond oan the ties on the gauge side

of the north reil. These rarks continaed on the ties on

the left sides of botn rerils for e distance »f approximately
442 fect, at which point the merks left the ends of the

ties on the south side of the trrck, the track then being
torn up for a distrnce of =bout 335 feect. These light
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merks indic.tcd th-t only the 1lced wheels of the engine
truck were at first dereilled ond v :re neld close to tne
ralls by the sefety cnrins , ard Tu~t tac entire engine
truck was derailcd at the voirnt shere the rarks left the
ties, cavsing tac tics to bunch anu i esulting 1a the final
dersiluent.

Tarirewrn Wetivon suoted thot he noticed nothing
yrirong with the ¢cnzinz, eitn2r in 1ts raiding cuelities or
othervige, 2nd tnt the he-dlighl ves burning properly,
Approaching the curve on vhicn tune accideatbt occuried he
made an 8 or lO-pound breks-pipe redaction in order 1O
gteady the Sreoin fr1ound the curve, ~ad left the brakes
epplied. dnile rounding tne curve at ¢ speed of not more
then 45 mileg por hour he saw wn~t appecred o be a tie
lying lergthuise ageinet the gouge si1de of the south rril,
only 2 sno.t Cicfence ahezd or to> engine,  [he object
then pasgssed irrm his vicew and 1istlently he heard a roar-
1ag anoilse, as 1f the ongine hed struck soamething., LHe
mmnediately anplied 1he zir broget 1a emergency ard then
leened cut of the WlﬂdOW, spoareitly thu engine-truck
vheele were sliding and he sow a little stresm of fire
coming from the éngine track, =2ad efter traveling an
additional distaice of gbout trice 1ts cown length the
enging started to bouacc on the ties, finally turning over
to the left. Znginewern Wetson co ulmnued th-t the sneed
had been reduced to zpout 205 nilig per hour by tne time
the engine overturred, whsn tolu th-tv there ves 2 hend-
c=r svi-cff, consistirp of planks bet-elr the rolle, 1n
the 1mcediase vicirnity of the point or derailmont, Eagine-
gan Wetton ss1d this orcbavly wes the object that he at
first thought wrs a 11¢c egainct the g-ure side of the south
rail, He w=s satisfied, an7rever, that the accodent ras
ceused by some obstruction on the ocuteide or high real
of the curve. None of the other rembers of the crew was
awere of anythiig vreoap unt 1l the air brakes werc apolied
in emergeacy, thelr scetencerte orousht cut nothing addi-
tional of i1mportrnce, nor wore they aplc to deterrine the
cause of the accident,

f=l

Sccotion Foreman Jermen steted thet he last in-
spected t2e track, from hic motor car, ebout three hours
before the accidert ocecurred, oad found 1t to ps 1n Zood
coadition He arrived at the scenc of fthe accideant gcbout
tweaty minutes after 1ts occurrcuce and fourd brick dust
on e=ch si1de of the vose of the outside r-o1l of the curve
ond on the ties, Toaere v also £ nut thot had been run
over, this nut not veirg of the kind vsed 1n trnck work,
In his opinicn the accident was cuc to zn obetraction on
the nigh r-11 of the curve Scction Foreman Jarman said
thet there 1s comsiderable trespeesing over tnis sSction



—4_

of track end thit on one or %70 occarions he hed remcoved
spikes from therunning sarfaccy of ihe reils, while on

onc occasion a passénger troin vag derailcd and at anocther
time 2 mosor cer wop derailed, botn on account of obstruc-
fions on the rails,

Master Mechanic Ray found the nut that showed
indicaticns of having bezn ruar over by a wheel, He also
saw the brick dust ard crushed stones on botn sides of
tne base of the rail at the »noint of accrdent, and in
addition found some smwall pieces of tile znd brick, while
about three o. four rail-lengtie east of that point there
was evidence that stones aned been wnlaced on tne high rail
of the curve at g1x different nlaces, 2 feet apart. In-
spection of the engine at the scene disclosed no defect
that would have caised tne acufcnt, ard after (he engine
had been rerailed anc tae engine truck vlaced in proper
position, the engiae was woven to Slater, 64.3 miles from
Independénce, on 1t8 ovn whecls witunout incident, llaster
Mechenic Ray wes of tne ominion that the nut vlaced on
the outside reil of the curve raised the enpine truck-
vheel flange high cncugh for 1t to drop on top of <the
running surface of tne razl,

Assistent General Rnelunaster Kleine ond Saper-
visor Myers arrived at tne scone of the accident about
five hours alter 168 occurrence, <They saw the brick dust
on the rail anc tne nut that nrd been Tan over, and said
that 1n their opinion the accident ras coused by the nut
having been placed on tae high rz11 of the curve,

Vianrent Williaason, sced 18, who said he had
eéscaped from a hom? for freble-mindrd persons atv Salem,
Oreg., on June 1, 1927, confes =d tnet hc placed the nut
on the cutside razil of thc carve, as well as several
rocks, with malicicis 1utent, and toet he supoorted she
nut on the ra:il with a piece of i1ock on one side and a
picce ol brick on the otaer side, He gave as his rTea-
gon for his actions the fact that ne wanted to go to
Chicago and had boarded a Cniccgo & Alton freight train
wilth this 1de< 1n wind, but thet he was put off the
freight train end this aroused bis anger esnd caused him
to decide to wreck a train., He also confeesed to at-
tempting to wreck a train on the Union Pacific Railroad
1n the vicinity of Lenane, Kans , during the night of
March 7, 1228, in conpany vwitn Thaddens W, Atkins, aged
17, on this occasion rocke, » gpike, an old broken
brake-shoe, a piece ¢f coel and a big iron plug were placed
on the rails. Thesc obstructions, however, were digcovered
by sn employee of the Union Pzeific Reilrosd and removed,.
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On March 9, 1523, tnese boye ple-ded suilty to »lacing
these obetructions on %ne rails of thz Union Pacific
Reilroed 1in an atiempt to wreck a train end wer:z sentenced
tC serve frna 5 %0 10 ye-r2 in tne Kansas S+tete Reforma-
tory at Hutchinsun, X-nzc.y The #:lliaason boy 1s z@lso
sald to have steoed t 2t he wes 1n the couneny of Herry
Lemp, who esczo2d wito hia ficon the homne for fesble-
rinded et Selem, Crea., at the t.me one of ther shot and
killed a2 special offirer of the Unmion Pocific Reillroad

in the yard of thet r-1li0-d at <opecka, ¥Yens , in August,
12237, after tre specizl officer nod ordersd them out of the
vord.,

Coaclusgione

Iris accident wos ceusced by obrtructions being
pleced on whe hipgh rozl of a caerve with ralicious incent.

The evidence indiceted ihot obstructinns in the
forn of a nut, ~nd riceee of brick, siore ~nd tile, had
becn placed on the hiech r-11 of (he carve, mad this wasg
confirred ov the subs:oucnt confussion of an 18-ycer old
Loy, who sa.d he ~ut tnese cobstructisns on the roil rith
the intention of vresoing a train, agnarently with the
idez ol oplarning rovenge for havirg tecn put off a
freight frair a 1cw 2ours pnreviously., It avpeared thet
this boy nhod esceped “rom ~2a 1nssitvitiorn for the fecble-—
minded, 2md thas he nra olaced oostr.ciicns on reilrond
tracks on av lengt one otnor ocersion.

Hesnectfully submitted,

W. P. BCHLAND,

Director,
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