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January 13, 1915.

IN BRR IHVEBTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT %HICH OCCURRED ON THE CHICAGO
& ALTON RAILWAY NEs4R CLARK, HO,, OH HOVEMBER 27, 1914.

On Hovember 27th, there wus & derallment of a pasgenger
train on the Chicago & Alton Hailway, neasr Clark, ¥o., which re-
sulted in injury to eighteen passengers and nine smployees. After
sn investigation into the nature and czuses of this seceldent,
the Chief of the Division of fafety reports as follows:

The train invelved in this zccldent was eastbound train
Ro., 22, conglating of one combination baggage-smoker, one chsir
ear, one dining cur and one Pullman parlor eur, all of wooden con-
struction, hauled by engine 607, and wes in charge of Conductor
Haywood and Engipneman Callzhsn. It left 8later, Ho. at 12.25 peite,
five minutes late bound for 3t. Louls, Ho. It passed Clark, Ho.
58t 211 p.m., nine minutes late, and zt about 2,18 p.n. was de-
reiied at 2 point about 3 miles oeast of (luark, while running at
s apeed of about 30 miles jser hour.

The sngine remained on the rails and stopred about 700
fzat sast of the point where the first marks of the derallment
appesr. All of the wheels of ths tender were derailed on the north
slde &f the track. The trazin was derailed on the south slde of
the track, the comblnatlon car being separsted from the tender
about 120 feet and come to rest on its side with 1ts forward end
on the roadbed and the resr end partially down the bank. The
three rear cnrs remsined acoupled wnd were separated from the con-

bination car about 65 feet, and came to rest on thelr side at the
bottom of the fill. The trucks of all cars were budly broken up.
This divialon of the Chicago & Alton BRellway ls a =single -
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trockt line. Train sovements are controlled by tlne-table, train
orders ind asnual block aignels. The tr:ek is lald with AJ=-pound
raila, 33 feet 1n length, sin:le apiked to hLard wood tles with
sbout 18 tles to the rsll, noe tie >lates belng used. The truck

13 bullastad with eilpghteen lmches of broken gstone. The darallment
ceocurred aemrly in the middle of 2 section of straight track aslx
mites in longth, on 2 twelve foot 111, with a gr.de of 357 fes-
cending sastward,

Engplaenan Calluran atotes that at Dlater, 0., he received
¥ trein order restricting the axeed of tredns %o 25 miles ser our
Yatwean Clark snd Lepubse. The “irst lndigstien he had ¢ the
dersilment was the Jumping o ~nd Jdown of the tenaer apon the tles,
and he lmediataly arde an ogerpency aoplicatlon of the slr-hroiies,
e agrtin-tes hia sgeed bo arve Maon about 30 alles ser hour at
the tise of the derallnent. It 22 ds opinlon thot from tie bine

e first noticed tiwe Jar La. o bt tenner until hias englne stosoed,

he ron only abont helf of tne tov L . tanece wizickh sthe trais run
aftor derellment wnd 4z Lo _ff c0 hellove thict the tenver wes

not the first to leave tre oo llz. oFter the aceldent he exuniqed
the enpine and fenuer ¢ St~ oL, “alng weong whlceli he foung wes
the toy braxe rod of tne T gt trwess of the tender which was
dragging, He expminec the Lr.c-, Ut wap unabdle to find anything
whiilioh would cuause the der.ni .:irnt. o stutes that hs haed not
recently noticea uay wor’t ; »t. in tne tracl in the viclality of the
acerdant.

Firesan Flnton st.ten tiet 1 1ls attention was first celled
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to the der=iluent hy the flopping up ¢f the apron between the
engine and tender. lie lumsdiotely went to the left side and
looked out of the ¢xb window and suw the to 9f the combinstlon
cor golng over; he then gzot out on the rumning board of the englne,
but by that timn the engine hod come to a stop, about half a
ninute having 2lajsed slnee ne first noticed the dernilment., He
stuted that the tender did not begin to away until «fter he hLad
<otten out uwoon the running bozrd. He egtinstes the aneed to
nave been 25 ailes par hour at the tize of the aceident, lHe
Alzo aade an eXaminutlion of the englne, tander snd trock after the
aseeldent, but wes useble toe find uny cruse for the derallnent.

Comiuetor Haywood st .tea that he waz riding near the
canter of the combination eur. iHls =itentlon wus first ealled
to the dersilgent by a rottling neoise of gn lnstantts durstion,
tien the enr walch lie was Ln left the railas, He egtinutes the
goegd to huve bean 45 or 30 alles per hour. lle sade on exanine-
tion of the tr. clk, Dut found nothing wihieh woald cause the dernlli-
aent. The first anrk whleh ne found wes on a tie on tae north
sice of the scuth rail. He thinks he felt . Jer ahead just be-
fore the car walech e was in left the track, and was of the oiln-
ion that the tendsr wog the 7irst to be derailed.

hoadmaater Xline states that he arrived st the scene of the
secident ot 1.33 2.m., .nd ns acon 48 1t wus dsyllshv, nede an
Inzpeetlion of the tract and found nething whilch would ezuse z de-~

roilment. He also laveled and gruged 1t for some aistencs

aopoaehin, that jolnt, messurements beln, taken every 165 Iuet.
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It was found that the north rail varled from 3+ te % inch higher
than the aoputh roil snd at ne plsce wes the gauge found to he nore
than 3/8 of an inch frow standasprd. At & noint 195 feet west of
the daersilment wee & low Joint which hid one bad tle under it, how-
evar, this in his opinloen haéd ne hearing on the asccldent. Ile con-
siders the truek good, and safe Ffor a speed of 45 ta 50 miles jer
hour, although it 12 linited by tizne table rula to 40, ie states
that on Novenbsr 218t, a train order was lssued, restricting the
spced of pamsenger tralns to 25 ziles per hour between Clarik wnd
Lurnbea, This order wias lsgued on :ecount of the line not heing
zhaclutely corrcet through the sage, having in zind particul. riy
four apft soots, three east of, and one west of the gulnt of de-
raligent, «nd in oresr to -rotect these the order coversd tue wlcle
section from Clur< to Lur=hes, . Jistunce of 6.4 =nlles,

Haster “Yechimnic S¢hnidt -tates that he arrived at the scens
of the nceldent “erfore anytzirnn 5 & »een disturbed., 7The tender
wes stondlne with the riprt «neelsz 57 Lthe forwerd trich nearly In
the center of the truee, l.o¢ tlue r»uhil. wheols of the pear truek
were nearer tne acuth ruil, ¢ 1 de an axamination of the engine
anéd tendar wnd the only 'olcery Puand were broken top broke rod
on tie front tracics of the t.i4 and u broken pight frent side bear-
Ing which allowed the tunk to lown zhout three inches. The left
front flonre wee s8lijhtl, wornm wut a0t below the linit. He ~lso
exziinged the troek but wow 1 oic Yo find anything that would

eaine s depullmnent, Tis condit_ o ofF the tender indiested that

it nod aot been off the r Lis “or .y great distencs and in his
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@pinion was not the firat part of the train dersiled,

Truck Foreman Doun states that the e¢iatern of the tender
of sngine 607 is egqulvped with four leongitudinal and ten lateral
wateyr walls and an exnmination showed that they were In thelr
Jroger glace and in geod condition with the axeeption of twe rivats
ulzalng.

Track Juperviscr Murshy examined the trael .ad Tound
nothing that would souse a deorallment.

Rowd Foreman of Inginus Corbett, states thit he mede an
lasneection of the troek and sbout one-~helf s rall length .est of
the flrst flange Indentation on the ties, found a flan e nark on
tiie to) of the north rail, sbout ten faet in lencth nd leaocing
of'? towanrd the aorth. Qpn2osite the esst end of this anryk, a
bolt .ad been sheerad off on the inside of the soull rall, then
roliowed a flonge sar: on the ties on the asrth side of the south
rall ifadicsting a dernilnent to the north,

Engine 607 Lz af the A~6=2 type, hoving a totul walght of
Z43,200 poundsg. The tendq:r hus s eupselty of 14 tong of coal
and $,59J) ygallons of v ter; ite louded weight is 165,500 sounds.
It i3 aegaloed wlth steel wneels znd has u truck bage of £ Taet
9 Inghes, and o totzl wheel i:3e of 29 foet 9 Inches,

sfter the weeldent, 1t wes found that ones right front side
Besrin: was broken; cne right baek apring soecket wes nlasin, w«nd
ane front tos traek road was broiken on the tender,

The tr o was not ln a esndition “or a high veate of speed

netxeen Clar% snd Larabee, ond the speed of treing hud leen re-

atricted by train order on Hovember 21lst to 2§ wmlles per hour,. .
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which crder was in effect st the tlne of the accldent. The
stutesent of both Englneuan and Gonductor was that the train at
the tine af derallaent wags muming about 30 nlles per hour.

This a8 well :8 the dlstange tuat the traln ran after 1t waz de-
railed would seex to oclearly Indleaste thet at the tize of the
acelident the sieed of the truin was foster than thwt pernmltted
hy tlie traln oruer.

n view of the conflict in (ke evidence and, the fect
thot the traek wune hadly torn ay froa & elnt a fow feet zast of
the iaiiial point of derailmeat, w0 the slaee vwhere the troaln
ctze to rest, it 1z lagoesllle Lo letermine the csuss of this
gersilaeat or wiich nurt uf $tie trein was the flrst te he de-

ralled.

——



http://orailrao.it

