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BEPOPT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU CE SAFETY 113 RE I N ­
VESTIGATION CF AN ACCIDOT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
CHESAPEAKE AFD OHIO RAILWAY AT WHITMAN JUNCTION, 
V (. V A . , Oil SEPTET'EER a C , 1933. 

Oc tobe r 3 1 , 1933. 

To the Commission". 

On September 30, 1933, t h e r e was a c o l l i s i o n on 
the Chesapeake and Ohio R a i l w a y be tween a cu t o f runaway 
c o a l c a r s and a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n a t Whitman J u n c t i o n , Dl/.Va., 
w m c h r e s u l t e d i n the d e a t h o f 2 e m p l o y e e s , and the i n j u r y 
o f 15 p a s s e n g e r s ana 3 e m p l o y e e s . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the I s l a n d Creek Branch 
o f the Logan D i v i s i o n , e x t e n d i n g Qeti/veen Holden and Logan , 
TV. V a . , a d i s t a n c e c f 4 . 3 m i l e s , ana f r cm W n i t man J u n c t i o n , 
vn ich i s b e t i e e n flolden and Logan , to Mine Wo. 30 o f the 
I s l a n d Creek C o a l Company, a d i s t a n c e o f 4 . 6 m i l e s , iwhicn 
i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k 
l i n e o v e r uh ich t r & i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n 
o r d e r s . T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t t he j u n c t i o n s w i t c h a t 
Whitman J u n c t i o n , a p p r o a c h i n g t h i s p o i n t f rom the wes t t ne 
t r a c k i s t angen t f o r abou t 3110 f e e t , f o l l o w e d oy a 7 - a e g r e e 
c u r v e t o t he l e f t e x t e n d i n g t o tne j u n c t i o n s w i t c h , a d i s ­
t a n c e o f aoou t 680 f e e t . The g raae from Mine No- 30 i s 
1.75 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g f o r about t m i l e , 1.4 p e r cen t 
d e s c e n d i n g f o r abou t I f mctles, 1 p e r c e n t descending, f o r 
about a m i l e and the r e m a i n i n g d i s t a n c e t o Whitman J u n c t i o n , 
about ijr m i l e s , v a r i e s f rom 1 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g t o l e v e l -
On account o f a h i g n bank on the n o r t h s i d e o f t h e t r a c k 
the v i e w i s l i m i t e d t o 350 f e e t . The wea tne r was c l e a r 
a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 6:35 
a .m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Westbound s e c o n d - c l a s s p a s s e n g e r t r a i n No- 63 c o n ­
s i s t e d o f one baggage c a r ana two c o a c h e s , hauled by eng ine 
1 2 1 , and was m cha rge o f Conductor S t e e l e and Engmeman 
L e a ^ e . Th i s t r a m l e f t Holden a t 6 . 1 0 a . m . , and p r o c e e d e d 
t o Whitman J u n c t i o n , a t t ha t p o i n t e n t e r i n g on the brancn 
l i n e and p r o c e e d i n g t o Whitman, about 1$ m i l e s f rom Whitman 
J u n c t i o n ; on tne r e t u r n movement to Whitman J u n c t i o n , w h i l e 
b a c k i n g out o f t h e s w i t c h a t t h a t p o i n t , a t a speed o f about 
10 o r 13 m i l e s an hour, i t nas s t r u c k by n i n e runaway cars* 



On tne c o r n i n g o i tne a c c i d e n t a t Mine Wo- 20 of 
t h e I s l a n d Or^ek Coa l Co in? any , loca , t ed about 3 m i l e s west 
o f '""hitman, t h r e e l o a d e d s t e e l hopper c a r s , b l e e p e d oy a 
r a i l r o a d t i e , s t o o a on a t i p p l e t r a c k on the south s i d e 
o f the mam t r e c k a t a p o i n t about 500 f e e t from tne p o i n t 
o f the n a m - t r a c k s w i t c h an j about 300 f e e t above a Hayes 
d e r a i l e r ; about 1,100 f e e t wes t o f t h e s e Cars s tood t h r e e 
l o a d e d s t e e l hopper c a r s ana a box ca r p a r t i a l l y l e a d e d 
w i t h mine t i e s , b l o c k e d by two mine t i e s and a p i e c e o f 
p i n e b l o c k . Two loadea s t e e l hopper c a r s , c o u p l e d , manned 
Dy a ."line company employee on eacn c a r , were c ropped do*vn 
tne t r a c t ; on m i c h tne o t h e r c a r s were s t a n d i n g , c o l l i d i n g 
v i t h t ne f o u r c a r s , and, g e t t i n g beyond c o n t r o l , t h e s e s i x 
ca r s c o n t m u e a dovn tr e t raeK, s t r i k i n g the o t h e r t h r e e 
c a r s , tne t i e s w i t h which tney v e r e b l o c k e d t o r e out t he 
d s r a i l e r , and t n e n ine c a r s e n t e r e d the n a m t r a c k and c o n ­
t i n u e d down the g r ace toward Whitman J u n c t i o n , c o l l i d i n g 
wi t r . t r a m No- 63 nhen t h a t t r a m IF as about t o pass o v e r 
the j u n c t i o n s w i t c h a t Whitman J a n c t i o n , w h i l e runn ing a t 
a h i g h r a t e c f speed. 

The n ine cprs were d e r a i i e c in s i g - s a g f a s h i o n on 
tne roadbed but remained u p r i g h t , w h i l e the e n g i n e ana 
coaches c f t r a m No. 53 were shoved down the roadway a d i s ­
t ance o f about 4bP fee*- . The eng ine "/as d e r a i l e d and "badly 
damaged, and the tank c i s t e r n tnrown cn i t s s i d e on the 
n o r t n s i a e o f the roadbed about ;30C f e e t e a s t o f the p o i n t 
o f c o l l i s i o n , t ne baggage Car was demol i shed ana t n r o i n 
o v e r on i t s s i d e about 100 f e e t beyond tne tank c i s t e r n , 
a.no tne f i r s t coach was o v e r t u r n e d about 1U0 f e e t beyond 
the baggage c a r , the day coach was no t d e r a i l e d . The 
e m p l o y e e s K i l l e d were t he er_ginen»n and f i r eman-

3un.mary o f E v i d e n c e . 

George Bumgardner, an employee o f t he c o a l company, 
s a i d m a t o r the oay p r i o r to the a c c i d e n t he rode t h r e e 
l o a d e d ca r s down tne t i p p l e t r a c k and s topped them a sho r t 
d i s t a n c e above the d s r a i l e r , s e t t i n g t n e b rakes on t h e 
t h r e e c a r s s e c u r e l y and b l o c k i n g the c a r n e a r e s t the d e ­
r a i l Kith a 7 x 9 r a i l r o a d t i e . 

i\light foreman A l l s o p o f the c o a l company, s a i d t h a t 
he had a s s i s t e d E o o t h , a n o t h e r e m p l o y e e , in n d m g a c a r 
aovn from the t i p p l e , tne Car b e i n g b rough t t o a s t o p about 
oOO y a r d s aoo~Te t n r e e o t n e r cars s t a n d i n g near the d e r a i l e r 
a t the l o w e r end o f the t r a c ^ 5 and t h a t ne saw B o o m s e t 
up the orakeg on tne c~r arc they seemed t o work a l r i g h t , 
and in a d o i t i o n tvo i a n e t i e s w e r e p l a c e d a c r o s s tne r a i l s 
o f the t r a c k T C s e r v e as b l o c k i n g - He a lso saw the n e x t 
two c a r s dropped co».n the t r a c k and the hand b rakes s e t , 
but d id ne t see tn? f o u r t h c a r when i t was movea. L a t e r 
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while en b£ged in making out nis r epor t s he heard tne noise 
oT cars s t r i k i n g and .vent outside and saw s e v e r a l men en­
deavoring to stop a out c f f i v e or s i x cars on tne t i p p l e 
t rack, a"man r i d i n g the l a s t car was s e t t i n g the brake and 
dnotnei rran was running a long on tne ground t r y i n g to 
c lock tne wheels with t i e s - Be r^n a f t e r the cars but 
when he saw then- s t r i k e the tnree cars at tne lower end of 
t.±e tr^ck and pass over the a e r a i l , he ran hack to the mine 
and secuj iug his automobile enaeavored to over take the n m -
awty oars but wi tho t t success . 

Oxa Bootn said tho.t at aoout seven o ' c lock on the 
night previous ne had ass i s t ed Foreman A j l i s o n m dropping 
a leaded car cow.i the t i p p l e track and a f t e r i t i;&s Drought 
to c stop sorce a is tonce abeve tnree cars standing a t the 
lower era c f tne t rack, he set the braK .es securely and 
pieced a mine t i e across both r a i l s next to the wheels and 
another t i e about 3 f e e t in f i o n t c f the wheels, and he a lso 
placed a o i e c e of wood cn tne t r^ck to serve as add i t i ona l 
c lock ing , although he s£id the t i e s nad always he l a . 
Ass is ted by another employee ne aroppea tnree more cars 
down the tru,ck as they were loadea auring the ii ignt s h i f t , 
tne l a s t cai be ing handled c-t aoout s i x O ' C I C C K on the 
morning o f ths acc ident , tne brakes oemg set ana each 
car coupled to the c a r previously handled. He said me 
brakes seem^a to v.crK a l r i g h t on a l l of the cars except 
one, which i;as equipped with ^ patent bra^e, and although 
he aid not exarane i t f o r defectp he saia that i t dia not 
s e e t to check the speed of the car l i k e tne brakes on the 
other cars 

C. C. Ramsey said tnat on tne morning of the a c c i ­
dent he rode the f i r s t o f two loaaea cars , which were 
coupled toge tns r , a own the t i p p l e t r^ck, R. Watson, anotner 
employee, r i d i n g the second car, and that the oraxe on tne 
car ne vTo-s n a i n g 'lets se t ana they 7 e r e moving at a low 
•-•ate of speed when they struck j o u r other c^rs s tanamg on 
the t r a c K , as tne brakes dia not seem to ho le , and the 
cars s tar ted to move, he t-nea to se t the braxe t i g h t e r 
on the car he was n a i n g ana did succeed m s e t t i n g i t 
another notch t i g h t s r , then he got o f f anu t r i e d to stop 
the cars by b locking the wheels, at which time he not iced 
thct POie cf tne wheels were s l i d i n g on tne r a i l s , but the 
car9 gamec momentum and continued on do m the grade, 
s t r i k i n g three other cars near the d e r a i l and en te r ing 
onto tne main t r a c x : - R W t c o n saia he had set the brake 
on the c^r ne 'fes n o i n g when the ceirs struck and although 
Ramsey got o f f and t r i e d to clock the roneels, ne remained 
on the oar u n t i l the cut c o l l i d e d with the passenger t r a m . 
He estimatea the speea o f ths cut at the time o f the 
c o l l i s i o n to have been about 1 0 0 miles an hour. 
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Car Foreman Eurke s a i d t h a t he i n s p e c t e d the n ine 
runaway c a r s on h i s a r r i v a l a t the scene o f the a c c i d e n t 
about 7 .30 a . in . , and f o u r c tna t tne b rakes ana b rake r i g g i n g 
on a l l 01 the c a r s uvere i n good c o n d i t i o n . The hand Drakes 
on o n l y one o f t he c a r s , the n i n t h or l a s t ca r m the c a t , 
AEL3 s e t , v m i l e the t r a c e s on t h e second car were so c o v e r e d 
oy wreckage t h a t ne A as u n a b l e to make a t borough i n s e c t i o n , 
t h e r e '/ere two rounas of brake c h a i n around the b rake s t a f f 
o f the f o u r t h c a r and the cha in was s l a c k f rom tne s t a f i 
to t he b rake r o d . 

Genera l Foreman Mahannes and B o i l e r m a k e r Foreman 
Hankey s a i d , t hey ma,o.e an i n s p e c t i o n o f the runaway ca r s 
wh«r. t i e y a r r i v e d &t tne scene of the a c c i d e n t aoou t 10:30 
a-m , one of t he c a r s , the l a s t ca r m The cu t , haa been 
removea, but on tne r e m a i n i n g e i g n t c a i s they found tne 
b rakes and orake r i g g i n g t o be i n gooa c o n d i t i o n , e x c e p t on 
tne f i r s t ca^, vunich nad c-Oiie m c o n t a c t w i t h tne e n g i n e , 
tne brakes were s e t on o n l y two of the o t h e r sevei^ c a r s , 
which they i n d i c a t e d as the second and f o u r t h ca rs f rom 
the heaa end. 

Conductor S t e e l e , of t r a m No. 63 , sa id t h a t l e a v i n g 
Holden he d i d n o t nave a f u l l c rew, but wnen be c a l l e d on 
tne t e l e p h o n e f o r a c l e a r a n c e ana t r a i r o r o e r s ne d i d not 
r e p o r t the f a c t to tne d i s p a t c h e r . He s a i d the f i r eman 
handled the s w i t c n a t Hhitman J u n c t i o n and tne s w i t c h was 
l e i t l i n e d f o r t he branch w h i l e the b r a i n moved t o Whitman. 
On the r e t u r n movement he was r i d i n g on t n e r e a r p l a t i o r m 
of the ciay coach and w h i l e b a c k i n g out of the s n i t c h a t a 
speed which he e s t i m a t e d to have been about 10 or 13 m i l e s 
an hour, ne s a i d he f e l t two s e v e r e impac t s from the head 
end, a t wnich t i m e tne t r a m WCLS aoout two coach l e n g t h s 
p a s t the j u n c t i o n s w i t c h , ne had had no warn ing o f danger . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

Tn i s a c c i d e n t iias caused by the f a i l u r e of employees 
of the c o c l company p r o p e r l y t o a p p l y hand b rakes on l oaded 
c o a l c a r s on a heavy c e s c e n a m g g r a d e . 

Whi l e tne s t a t e m e n t s of the r a i l r o a d employees as to 
t h e number of nand c rakes icund s e t a f t e r the a c c i d e n t d i d 
ne t o,gjee w i t h + hose of the c o a l company employees as to the 
number jvhich vere s e t p r i o r to i t s o c c u r r e n c e , i t i s c l e a r l y 
e v i d e n t e i t h e r t ha t the l a s t two c a r s to oe moved down the 
t i p p l e t r a c £ were a l l o w e d to a t t a i n too h i g h a r a t e o f speed , 
or tn .ct tne hana b rakes on the c a r s s t a n d i n g at tne l o w e r 
end o f tne t i p p l e t i a c k were not s e t s u f f i c i e n t l y t i g h t to 
p r e v e n t them from running away when o t n e r l o a d e c c a r s Jvere 
coup led t o tnen 
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A l l o f the e m p l o y e e s o f the r a i Lroad were e x p e r i ­
enced men, and a t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t none o f them 
had been on duty i n v i o l a t i o n o f any o f t he p r o v i s i o n s o f 
t ne hours o f s e r v i c e l aw-

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u o m i t t e d , 

I1,1, P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


