July 8, 1912
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COLLISIOR OR THE CHIESAPEBAXKE & OHIO RAILWAY AT
SILVER GHOVE, KENTUCKY, JUNR &, 1912,

On June 8, 1912, there was a resr-end gollision be-
tween two light engines In the frelght yard of the Chesseske
& Ohle Rellway at Bilver Grove, which regulted in the desth
of twe employees znd the injury of five cother employees,

Thiz accident wus reported by telegraph on the date of its
occurrence, ond after lnvestigation the Chief Ianspector of
folfety Appllances reports ag follows:

The Silver Grovs yard in a new one. It 13 snbout two
ailes long and &3 the torainal for all frelght trsinz. The
roundincuse 13 lognted about three-cuarters of a nile from the
exatern and of the yard. On tﬂe date in yuesticn engine No.
195 mas atendlinyg outside of the roundhouse hesded eaat on
the traei known ag the sast-bound ready track. BRenrly a
half mile from the roundhouse this track unlites with the
truck lesding from the east-bound freight yard, which in turn
Jolns the reguler ezst-bound main line at a point sbout
2,000 feot bayoad,

0n the day in nuestion dachinists Houston snd Pope to-
getner with thelr helpers quit worl gt 5 a, o., agd took
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posaesglion of engine NHo. 195, and astarted for the sustern
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end of the yard. At this tize a second light engine, Ho,
552, was standing on the other end of this track, at its
Junction with the truck leading from the sast-bound freight
yard, Thia second light engine had bsckaed in on this track
in order %o mllow an eust-bound frelght train to pull out.
After being atarted by Muchinlst Houston, engline Ko, 195
ineressad 1ts speed until 1t collided with the tender of
engine No. 552, Wdsither engine wea deralled.

At the time the machinlats and thelr helpers mounted
the engine, Hussell Helesw, emwrloyetl as a steam keeper, was
attending €0 the {ire., He stated that Hechlnists Houaton
and Voye togethsr with Helper Burges, mounted the engine,
wulle Helper Rershaw aocunted the rear foot-board of the
tank., Without saying anything to hinm, Hachinist Houston
tock the enginsmen's geat, while dachinist Pope wounted the
fireman's seat, ilounton 4t once started the engine forwsrd
and made no attempt to cheecit iis aveed until wlthin 2 short
distance &af engine o, 584, e Laen sede an emorgency applie
cation of the sir breces nwut did net ghuf off steam, the
throttle resalning open until closed after the collision.
Stean Keaper Belew estl.ated the speed to have been 30 nlles
per hour st the time of c¢ollision., He stated that he aald
nothlng to the men about taxing the engine on account of the
nogitlon held by Hichilnlst MHouston, who ocessienally acted

s Assistant Roundhiouse Toremen. He further astated that none
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af the employeed was drunk, and thst he hesrd thes say nothing
as to where thoy intended to go.

Helper Berges stated that he saw the two machinists
boarding the engine snd thought they wero goling to take a "Joy
ride.® He concluded to go along, and after mounting the engine
found thsat they were goling to the sast end of the yerd in order
to get some dulsies growilng in & neighdboring fleld. He did not
sae engline Ho. 552 untlil very e¢lose to it, and st ones jJumped.
Ho stated that the men were off duty st the time and had no
ordars or dutlea to perform which neaessitated the use of this
engine. He did not %Xnow whether or not the speed had heen
¢hecked when he jummed.

Haloer Xershow gtated that it had often been the custon
to g0 to the esst end of the yard after stoppling worx in order
to get flowers. Ususlly the men walked, but on one previous
oceasion they had ridden an emylne, He saw the engine astart-
ing out and was invited to Join the party. He mounted the
rear of the tank, where he remained until after the eolllsjon.
He corroborated the atatenent of Helper Berges thet the nen
had no dutles te perform. He did not think that the apeed,
whilgh had been about 32 miles per howr, was checked hefore

he ecllision.

The engineman of another engine on an adjoinlng track
stsated that he sav englne No, 195, but pald no attentlon to it
until 1t was close enourh foy hilm to sea that it was ruming
at »n unusually high rate of speed. Thinking thﬂﬁ it would
ecolliide with engine No. 552 he whistled them down twice, but
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no attentlon was pald to bhis signals. He stated that the
driving wheela of englne Ho. 195 were still revolving after
the golliasion and thaet he sent hls fireman down to e¢lose the
throttle.

After the collision the brake valve of engine Ro, 195
was found to be in ithe emergonoy positicn, The faet that
the driving wheels were revolving with the brake velve in
tals positlon indicutes that there wus no alr, due elther to
the Junmp not haviag heeas started or not having been started
in tise Lo cherge the reservoirs to thelr full capseiliy.

dachinists Pope an¢ flouston were Xilled as & result of
the ecllision.

This aceldent wmas dac to Niehlinists Houszton wnd Pepe
taking poszseszion of engine Mu. 195 and rugnin@ it to the
augtern ond of the yurd without authority. It sppezrs, how-
ever, that it 13 not -n uncownon thing for engines to he
oseratad in «nd shout thig yrrd by sersoneg who have no
authority to do so. I{ tae gencral foreman snd night round-
house foreman hiave no Ncsled,c whetever of the occurrences,
tiwen the superviaslon srercigsed by them over thelr subordinutes
1s very lax. Un ‘he other lund, 1if they were aware of these
practices, they should hi-ve taken such stepsa in the matier ag
vould hove prevenicu tlie cecurrence 6f en sceldent of thia

cheyacter,




