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in re fuvestigetion of an eccident shish otourred en the Chasspeake b
Oh%o Railway near Sharor Ly,, ot Decsmber &, 1517,

Jenusry 17, 1918,

On Cecender £, 1917, there was s depuilsent of & pussenger Sratn
on the Chesapeake & Ohic Rullway nesr Sheren, Ly., afier which the
Srein vollided with the resr end of a freight trals, the escident Yo
sulting {n thoe death of & eaployess snd ipjury of 4 exployees. After
investigation, the Chief of the Suresu of Safety reports as follown:

The seoident seowrred on the Lexizgton Diatrict of the Zhaven
Diviaion, which oxtends from Laxington, Ky., to ishland Ky., o dise
tence of 1R7,7 miles. From laximgton to Retherland, u distenee of 1
nile, It is & doudble~track line, while the remsinder of the divizion
ie single trrok, Train mowenants are goverssd by time~tuble snd
train orders, no bloock signal system being in uss,

On the &ny of the scoident, smetbound pessenger train Ko, 94 con-
sisted of locomotives 97 and 99, 1 mail and express oar, 1 comdivation
csar, 2 day ocathen, 1 divided ear und a Pullmen slosping esr, snd wms
in charge of Conduotor Kemtner and Faginemen Hatkins and lewis. This
trefin loft Lexington at 10,15 p.m,, Goe hour and 41 uinutes lnte, end
passed Tetherland at 10,30 pem, About 400 foet west of the Netherlaad
telograph offios 13 Halton Aventue street erossicg. %hen in abous the
conter of ihis erasaing, the resy pony-treck wheels of the lesding locoe
uotive darailed and ren on the ties a distense of approximately 3 miles
vhan they ocume in contaet wmith the weat switeh of the Sharon passing
sidlog. The losomotives then were completely dorailed and swerved So
the north, solliding with easthound frefight traln oxtrs 53 shich hed
teken the siding %0 zllow train ¥e. 24 to pess, The second dsrail-
ment and eollision oovurred at 10,39 pume while trein Fo. 24 was runpe
ing st a speed estimated to have bean between 25 and 40 miles an hour,
A% the tlme of the acoldent spow was falling, about 9 incies being oz
the ground, snd the temporsture mes Detween 3 and 4 Jdogrese balow sere,.
The wind waa blowing about 2% xiles sm Lour,

The switoh at the place of the aecident was the only faving point
switol that trein Ho. 84 eame in contest with after Deing dcrailed at
walten Avesme, slibough it bad passed over Swo trailing point awitehes.
There was a sovean-£foot guard rail iz front of the facing point switeh
at Shavon and aerks on the end of 1% show where the pony-trusk whesl
struck 1t and drove it egainet the ewitel point, the switeh point
baing driven dack 10 inshes, Both locomotives of train Xo, 24 left the
traek end headed novthwerd noross the Sharon siding, striking the ceboose
of extra 853 and turning on thelr right sides neerly sleay of the maln
line, 7hs meil and express oar elco hesded dirsesly north from the main
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line with the west ond cbutting egeinst the ties) this ear fell off ite
trucks but remsined almaet upright on the ground., The coabinstion ocar
tipped over on f%a alde, $0 the south of the asin line, The fired cossh
remained upright on the roadbed with both trucks on She rell, while one
vhosl of the setond eonth was dsruilsdé, The two cara of the train Tee
mained on the trmoks Tho osboose of extra 563, whish was standing about
3¢ fest in the clear of the Glsarunde post of the switah, was sexpletely
degolished when struck by the leading loccmotive of traln Ko, 84, and the
bor ony adjacent to tha oaboose ws slav denolisbed,

Waleon Avemue orosaing, st whieh point ths tnitisl dereilacnt took
plase, interoects the railroed vheye the track has e ourvature of 2
degress %0 the acuth, thig curve beglinning 1,400 feset weot of tho sresse
ing and suding 400 feet sast thateof, Yollowing the curve westwardly,
there {3 s tangent three-foursthe of a mile in $k, & liedogres surve
to the eouth, 1,300 feet in length, » tangent 1-3/8 miles &n length, a
liefogres curve t0 the north abdoud R,80C feet ia length and then the
track 1s tangend for 350 feot to the west switeh of the passing Srask ot
Bheron. The greade at this switeh is preotically level, dut appreaching
1t from the wert the grade is ebout O per eont esoemding,

he treck 48 laid with B8.pcund ruile, 35 feet in lengtl, asingls
spiked tnside and outside to an average of 20 ouk tiec to the rai) with
about 8 tnehes of rosk balle#t) pells aye Joined with 4e.hole angle bars
but no tis plates are used sxsept on survea of 3 degrees or more., 7The
surfaee, slignnent and generel maintepases of She traek 1s vary good,

Ee planks are used at the Gaulton Aventue streed orossing, and as
thore is oonsiferuble traffic over {t, end as the dallest 15 filled wp
level with tha dope of She yails, the snow apd foe formed s solid mass
along the topa of she mils. On the night of the aceident the suow and
fee was from two to four inches deep aver the raile,

There wai no indicetion of anything falling from the trafn and
esuning the deyanilment, and thore wne no svidense of anyshing dragging
from the treip. All of the wheels wers inspedted subsequent %o the
scatident and all of the squipment serefully inspected, dut nothing was
found that might have contrituted %o the dewnilment, Three bresks were
found ip the pony~trugk frame, howsver, which evidently were the result
of the derailment, all belng in ithe upper part of the freme,

Locosotives 97 and 99 ere of tho 4«42 type, having s totel woight
of 181, BOU pounds sach, The pony trueks have 33-inch wheels and were
atayed by chains %o the pilot beams and also to the engine fremes, AS
no time from balton Avenue orossing to the Sharon switeh 414 the pomye
truok wheels on loecmotive ¥7 diverge further than sbout 12 inches from
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the raile, but seemed to bounee up spd down, often missing seversl ties,

Sectior Foveman Tors, who 18 in charpe of the asotion on whieh the
iaitia) derailuamt took place, stated that on the uight of the seoident
ne bhad al) of his non at work elasning switches wnd crossings, bus that
ke 412 108 have men emough t0 Sakv surs oF them all wnd nems of Mo men
bad clsoned the erossing ot “alton Avenue, ¥%is session 4is 3§ miles in
length ané cemsists of 1Y miles of trusk.

Sestion Poreenn Harris, whe has sharge of the seotion where the
final dorallasnt and eollision oecurved, steted that on the
following the suoldent, he walked from the wresck %o the Yalton Avenms
orosning and traced the marke of the flanges the snew aloag the ¥nile
the sntire distanee., Fle seetion i
sverege of & namn in s gang. sl
seation and that be 14 mot find it necessary on $he night of ks avale
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sy Tereman Hoek steted that he inspected the track on the aorulng

ing in about the middle of the Welton Avenue strest erossing, From this
pinge the murks nede weare ensily dlstinguished and eceld be readfly
followad through Ste snow, He atated ‘dat he Tollowed the marks So ¥
new yard affies and them stapped, as ho met the supervisor vho bed followed
she marks from the wreek,

Firexan Greven, vho had jJust pone off &uty nt ke time of the noels
dent statad that Re got on the lemding locomotive of trein Ko, 24 at
lexington and rode o Yallton Avanue; that the traixn slowed down %0 Dae
tween 6 und 8 miles an hour in apder to let him off, and that he got off
o the engineman®s side Bus noticed mothing wms wromg nor felt any Yunpe
Sng of mny Xind whdle getting off, Xe sald that ke stood on the
and wotoked the entire trein pass, looking smpecfally for any defest that
uight exist tn the traln, dut observed noms.

The statenents of Tysiouaster katkine, whe was riding on train No, 24
at the time of the aseident, and the obabements: .9 noine orew of the

second loocomotive 45fTer ep to the spesd of the twein at the tims it solliée
o8 with extra O3, Hr. Vatkins giving 1% az 40 miles nn hour =nd the englae
arew zo £5 miles ag hour, Trelrmestor Yatkine and Proivemen Tewie both
stated shat Dugineman Vatkine, of the lesding loetantive, did not make sny
sargensy applisstion of the brukes until the Sharon Switeh was yeashed, at
shish tine he evidently reesived hie fivet Intimation of somethbing wrong,

The fests guibhered in eonnection with this liwestigation olearly indie
sate thas tha setident was sasused by the formation of & 50114 mess of snew
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and loe on the ialten Avenue strest cressing, vesuliing in the devailment
of o pony-trusk wheel on the leading locomotive., How 1t was possible for
$ais train to run thres miles after bLelng derailed without sttyacting the
sttention of the enginemen 12 a fuet that onmnot be explained,

Englnemms “atkine entered the ssrvier of the Chesapeske & Ohio Naile
muﬂmhﬁwt,lﬂl.mﬁ&tymﬂﬁwtmhm.
1899, 4% the tine 0f the acoldent he had Leen on Suty £ hours end 30
mﬂmwumwwmwmm



