
In ys investigation of as accident which occurred on 
tha Cheajipeake & Ohio Hallway near weaver 
taraek Junction, % * , on karefc 29, X9XS. 

spriX 17* X©XS* 

On Harsh £9* XSXB, tfeers was a deraiXsseiifc of a 
passenger train oa the Chesapeake 4 ffeio Hallway sear 
Seawaw creak JuncMoc, % * , which rasaXtad im the 
death of one trespasser. After investigation tee Chief 
of the our^au of Safaty reports as follows* 

She Elkhorn amd ^eawar Valley Branch af the Chesa-* 
peaks & Ohio hallway, upon stiisfe the accident occurred, 
is a ain^U-traek line extandin^ between Beater Creek 
Junction and WsyXatid# &y*, a distance of » # e miles, 
over which trains are operated by tisss table and tele
phone dispatching ayataav no bleak system balag in usa. 
fhara ar a aa train order offices m this branch, there 
being five telephone booths where train craws receive 
train orders, than are no facilities for turning en
gines, «hlch •iaka© it necessary that tfeay be ran back
ward in m direction, and there is a spaed restriction 
of 13 silas an hour for engines running forward and IS 
miles an tour «h«n running backward* 

fhe track was laid with ? H ^ a steal rails, 30 
fast in Xaagt&, on about 1 ? M a s to the rail, aingle-
splked and tie-plated on curves, ballasted with crushed 
alag fairlj wall nalxifc&lnscU ihlle tfce rails have 
beaa 3s the track for several years, Ssey wars cot badly 
worm and vara in fair condition. 

Westbound passenger train 37, as routs from 
«ayland to weaver Creek function* consisted of loeojeo-
tiva ZOB runain*- fesjalnMBd* 1 baggage car, X ccsiDinatloc 
ear and X coach, 1» charge of Conductor Davis sad 
^inaman Conway. It left B&yland at about %%*$Q p*a«, 
about 16 or £0 sdnutes late, aada XX stops en route, 
and, was derailed at a point £.7 alias east of £s*ttaa» 
Creek Junction at 1»85 p«m. wMle rusuing at a speed of 
about £5 or 30 alias as hour. rihe accident occurred on 
a curve to the Xeftl the first indications of 
daraiteamt ware steal earks on top the outside rail £60 
feat froa the aaat end of the curve, the&s isarks con
tinuing for a distance of i&«3 feat, tfcen the wheal s 
dropped off OB to the ties and ran for a distance of 



feet* The locomotive. tender and Trent truck© of the 
bftggtt£« car were derailed cm tha inside of the curve, 
the locomotive turning over and crushing tfee trespasser 
who m riding on Itj the tender was turned crosswise 
t&e track. Tha weather at the time was clear. 

Engineman Coaway stated that his train stopped at 
all the stations between Wayland and the point of acci
dent, kept closely to the speed reatrictions, and when 
It was derailed its speed was IS or IS miles an hour. 
Ms thou^at the tender ems the first to be derailed, 
which caused the locomotive to derail and turn over, but 
so far as he knew it was in good condition and he had 
noticed no unusual swaying or rooking. Is his opinion 
the track in the vicinity of the accident was safe for 
& speed of 20 ssiles ait hour* He said his train left 
Way land 20 or 2d minutes late and at the tifcie of derail
ment it was only about 10 xainutes lata* out they wars 
able to sake up this tiiae on account af the express busi
ness being lighter than usual 13ras making ttm stops at 
stations shorter* He did not think speed had anything 
to do with the derailment. 

Conductor Davis stated that his train left Wayiand 
at about 12. SO pjn«, aada all the station stops he tare en 
Wayland and point of deralliBent. nine in number, and a 
stop for water and coal. He was in tfce r^ar car when 
the derailaaent occurred, want to the head esd and found 
that the locomotive had turned over, and assisted in 
getting the trespasser from under the locomotive. QJS 
station agent at Pin wood was at the seem of accident 
and found a piece of a wheel flange under the rear ear 
of the train* and Conductor Basis said he saw tfce tender 
wheal from which the flange had h e m broken. Ha said 
the speed restriction of 12 miles an hour had not been 
violated at any time after leaving Way land, and in his 
opinion the accident was caused by a broken flange. 

Fireman Parry stated that he thought the speed of 
his train was about 12 miles an hour at tha tiase of da* 
railicent. He said his train stopped at all the stations, 
the time consumed at each station being from a minute 
and a half to two minutes* 

arakenan MeOuire said ha thou^it the speed of his 
train was 12 or 15 miles an h o w at the tijso it was de
railed and thought It was proceeding at a safe rats of 
spaed* 



& aaraful examination ©f tfaa tender trucks m i 
wm£m after the derailment 0y t&a abop eu^rlntarateot 
aaa gaaaral foreman* together with iaa^aetara of the 
COHENS* ion, an& tfca? fouasl tkat a pieca af flanga, 9 
Inchmfl to latsgth, hafi tsaan brofcaa out of Wm front 
atoaal the ri£ht tad side af m * tass&ar. It aaa 
feufid that the break w e A fraah one « M Ite a£#»a 
• i n not &attara4 or ms&aa, iaoiaati&i tfcat th* i^raken 
part of tha a&aal had not east* is contact wife me rail* 
Qua ©f t&a ahaala on tha Xaft basa s34* of tfc* raar 
truefe of ttsa tender and oa th* front axla af that truck 
fca4 * nittt 3/4 incfe laag ferafcaa ©*st af Its fXaa&a* ana 
the wheel on the appaeita aafi af tfea axl» aaa battered 
and araai£a£* *m* raar aaOa af th© ten&ar va* &art 
1-3/4 Inofaea &&& the front aa&a 3/s tncb, bat tfcara aaa 
00 flanga vaa? aa tfc© «%aala to Izi&iaata t&at thaaa 
aa£e« te?« &esst p*iar to t&a accident- It i n that? 
opinion that tha fXaagaa vara broken aad axiaa bant aa 
a rasnXt of tfca accident. 

The cause of this *ecld*mt eouXd sat dafteitai| 
aacartaload. W&m all available $*9i4aasa it la certain 
that train la# 07 aaa &a4ag operated in backward isoUca 
on a $~«$agraa carve at a speed watch excess of that 
allowed by ttoj-car* TOI©* jpnfeaAl? afcout 50 sdX«# an 
tear* aaa varj likfel^ *&* accident m a e t w d fey © g r 
ating t&la trala at am aaaafa rata of speed* B s m t p . 
In mlmm of t&a faet that an a-lncfa pieaa van brokau o%*t 
af t&o fXaaga of m a of the fcenaar ahaela aad two af tha 
otfcar wheel* af tb© teener had tmtll craaka aad cracks in 
tha&* It ta paaai&Xa ttoat th*> aaal&attt as* oaaaaS by a 
orolam fiaag*. 

All of & e smplojees involved is feta aaaMaat 
aara ma&fcaaoa ia 4feair atatassa&ta tfeat tfc* trala did 
not ajEeaat a a$ea& or 12 or 15 alias am hour at 
%t»3 aa t&Ia trip. fIba distance from Havana ta point 
af derallsEa^t ta le.l isilaa and train He* 57 travolsd 
tiiat OXatnaaa la aooufc 55 ̂ icutae, a top pad at Blsa sta
tion* aad teak eaal anti water aaaa. §&a af tte employ* 
aaa aattmta4 t^at tha avarage langt^ af each atatl^ 
atoi* aaa from 00a and a ̂ alf to two vslnvtt&&, asd ^eiag 
tbat aa a zwU, about 20 of Bie 5b ssiEmtas w^re coe-
a^eS ia raising ttosa stops aad taking eaal md a*tar, 
aisich would laavo ^ ^iautos aa tha actual running tlM 
af trala So. 5? Wa^Xa^ to paint ©f darail3&wtt or 



en average spsod of & little acre than 50 sales an 
hour* 

In this connection it i* to b« noted that the 
schedule contained is the t i w eard allow 1 h o w and 
!& ni^tes for train £o. 57 to proceed m m wayland 
iieaver Creek Junction, a distance of £0.8 mi lee, which 
provides for an average rata of speed of 1S,G miles an 
h a w without taking into eonsideratlon the station 
stops* if m minutes ha deducted for all regale? stops, 
it would he necessary for train So. 6? to run at a® 
average spaed af 82.7 edloe an hour in order to 
tain its schedule* while the lis* card rules provide 
that It raust aot exceed a speed af IE miles an h a w 
when tha losseiotlve is running backward, obviously if 
the schedule is smintain©*! tha crew sust operate their 
train at * speed in 9^*10 of l&at provided by tke rules 
governing the speed of t&eir train. 

m Of the employees involved in this accident 
ware experienced sjsn with food record* and at the tiste 
af accident bad baas on duty & hours aad 2b minutes. 


