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IE BE INVBSTIGATICN OF ACCIDENT «HICH QCCURRED ON !aﬂ,ﬂnisﬁ2!3££
& eam BAILA4Y NEAR BARHCURSVILLE, ¥. Va., @
CCTOBER 28, 1914,

On OCotober 28, 1014, there was a darsilment on the Chese-
pecke & Ohdo Rallwny mear Berboursville, il. ¥a., whish resulted
in tka injury of 9 passengers, 3 Fullman smpleyees and 2 employees
of the reilrosd. After investigation of this accident, the Culef
of the Division of Safeaty reporta as follows:

Thia part of the Chesmpeake & Ohio Rallway Is a doudls trask
line, trein movements bsing protesoted by the sutosmatie block aslgneld
srstgn. ThQ traek is lald with 100=-pound steel ralles, 53 feet in
length, with sbout 18 ties under emsh rall, single spiked and roek
ballagted. Eo tle platez or rail brases are used on ourves of 3
degress or less, Thip mcciisnt ocourred on s curve of 2 degrees
end 30 minutes leading vn the left, the train having passed over
about 625 faet of this curve when 1% wos deralled. The grade is
practioally level and the super-elavantion of She}anrta is 4 inches.
The traek at this point iz on & £lil of =bhout 18 feet. Ths weather
was olear.

The traininvolvad in this derallmwnt was westbound passenger
train No. 1, en route from Yort lonrce, Va., to Chiesgo, I1l, 4t
the time of the seeldent 1t scnsisted of 1 eombinmetion cer, 1
gosol end 3 Pullman sleeping cars, hauled by loeomotive Ho, 178,
end wes in charge of Conduvator “ohwelekast snd Engineman Freutsl.
Train Ho. 1 passed Jgott, i. Va., at G.21 AX., 8 Zi;;fas late,

and at abéut 5.47 a.n, wag derziled =zt a point abou =quarter

of a mile anst of Esrboursville while running at & speed estimeted
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tp have been about 850 mllas per hour.

The locomotive end forward truoks of the gombination ear
were not derslled. The rear trucks of the eombinatlon ear and
both trucks of the coach were derailed, both gzrs remaining at the
top of the ambankment. The thres Pullman slesping ozrs turned
over tc the right and went down the embankzent. None of the
sguipment wes serlously demaged.

The first marks of derallment were ebout 625 foet weat of
the bBegloning of the eurve, et which point the outsalde rail had
spread suiflolently to sllow the wheele of the rear truck of the
coach to drop dowrn to the ties on the luslde of the inside rail
of tﬁa eurve, the first marke belng wpen an angle Har on the lnalde
of the rell, the bolts of which woere sheared off by the derailed
wheels, The nezt three adjolning ralls on the {nside of the
eurve turned over. The right hand wheels then erczeod the out-
slde rail, running upon the ties for a distance of about 2135 feot,
boyond whieh point the track was torm up by the derallmeant. The
looonotive and first two ears oeme to a atep at @ polnt about 1500
feet beyond the inltiasl point of derallnent,

Exzsmination of the track showed $hmt at the poilnt where
the wheels dropped fnside the rail, ¥ out of 8 ties were defactive,
wiile the splkes on the outsldie of the outside rail had been pushed
outward. Tha ties showed that the aplkes hed bheen ret end re~-set
in the endeavor to keep praper geuge and elignment. The ties

were wornk by the bose of the rall to sueh sn extent aa“ts parzlit

the rall to turn slightly when the weight of a traln uua upen 1it,
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" without pushing the rail out ut the dase.
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Seeticon Yoremen Mallory, in cherge of the n;tlan #d Join~
ing that on skich the aocident ocourred, teatifisd that ke Teachsd
the scene of the derailment about 20 minutes after 1ta ccourrerce.
The Tolta at the rail joint had Been mhsared eti on She lnside
of the rall, this balng the rfirst sign of dmh Opposite
thls point e found that the eplkes bolding the ;l;tliydl rail hed
baen pashed outwerd fius 1i lnghea to 2 Ainches; the rell Ltself
bhad sprung back in line,

Fuglinessn f‘rmtsl stated thet ths speed of this train at
the time of dercilmant wze between 45 and B0 afles per bour. He
felt 's Jork and as he locked cut of the winfow the alr brakes
applied in smergency.

fteotlon Yorenan Xelly, In cherges of the seotlon on which
ths derallment ccourred, stated thet he bad worked om the traek
at the psint of derailment during the preseding week, spiking,
gsuging end aligning the same,

Tool Cer FPorem=sn Smith stated that he found nothing wrong
with thov trucks of the cars conposing traln Ko, 1, except broken
rigzing and pedestals, while iastrr Hechsnle Butler stated thot
Ae found all tiree and flanges to be ia good eondition, all wheels
in proper gsuge, and no defects of any kind existing with respect
to the trucks.

his noeldsnt wra awueed by the apreadling of the outside
rall on the surve, thus allowing tha wheels vunning on the inside
rall to 4rep down on the ties. 3Seyond the initiel i) of de=
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rallment the outslde reil remaeined in line, thus puehing the
deraiicd wﬁaals againat the inside rall, resulting in the turning
ovar of She three sugcaeadinzg ralla on the inslde of the gurve,
!hat/gﬁgnifﬁhaﬁ was due to traok gonditions seqssz to b alears-

1y established by the fant that the tiles remcved from the tyrack
wnro%nat in good gondition znd were badly baeee worn, whils the
spikes had bLeen set mnd re-set ln the endeavor to kesp the track
in line until their holding rowers dad beem mmtarially weaskened,
This iz alsc further evident from the faed Shal at the time of
the darailment the spikss on the outslde of the outzide roll were

pushed putward in zome plaoces as mugk ez 8 lnshes,




