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O B October 26, 1914, there waa a derailment en the Chesa
peake & Ohio Hallway near Barbouravillc, V* Ta., which resulted 
In the Injury of 9 paeeengers, 3 Pullman employees aad £ employee a 
of tha railroad. After investigation of this accident, the Chief 
of the Division of Safety reports as fallows: 

This part of the Chesapeake & Ohio Hallway Is a double traek 
Una, train movementa being proteatad by tbe autoaatia block signal 

i 

system. The track ia laid witb 100-pound steel ralla, 33 feat in 
length, witb about 13 ties under eaeb rail, single spiked and rock 
ballasted* Bo tie plates or rail braces are used on ourves of 3 
degrees or less* This aoci iont oeourred on a curve of f degrees 
and 30 minutes leading to the left, tbe train having paseed over 
about 625 feet of this curve whan it was derailed* Tbe grade is 
practically level and tbe super-elevation of tbe curve la 4 inches* 
Tbe track at this point is on a fill of about 18 feet. Tbe weather 
was clear* 

Tbe traia&nvolved in this derailmwat was westbound passenger 
train So. 1, en route fros fort 1'onroe, Va*» to Ohio ago. 111* At 
tbe time of tbe aeeident it consisted of 1 combination ear, 1 
eoaob and 3 Pullman sleeping oars, hauled by locomotive Bo* ITS, 
end wee in charge of Conductor "ohweiekert and £nglnemam Frontal* 
Train So* 1 passed Scott, T O . , at 0.21 A.&., 0 minutes lata, 
and at about 6.47 a.m. was derailed at a point aboutone-quarter 
of a mile east of Sarboursville while running at e speed estimated 



to have bean about 80 miles per bour. 
tbe locomotive and forward trucks of tbe ooabinatlon ear 

were not derailed. Tbe rear trucks of tbe combination ear and 
both trucks of tbe coach wars derailed, both oars regaining at tbe 
top of tbe eabanksant. Tbe three tollman sleeping oars turned 
over to tbe right and want down tbe embanksent. Stone of the 
equipment was seriously damaged. 

The first s&rks of derailment were about 625 feat west of 
the beginning of tbe curve, «t which point tbe outoifle rail bad 
spread sufficiently to allow tbe wheels or tbe rear truck of tbe 
eoacb to drop dawn to tbe ties on tbe inside of tbe inside rail 
of tbe curve, tbe first aetrka being upon an angle bar on the inside 
of tbe rail, tbe bolts of which were sheered off by tbe derailed 
wheels. Tbe neat three adjoining rails on tbo inside of tbe 
curve turned over, tbe right band wheels then eroaaed tbe out
side rail, running upon tbe ties for a distance of about S15 feat, 
beyond which point tbe trade was torn op by tbe derailment. Tbe 
locomotive and first two cars case to a stop at e point about 1500 
feat beyond tbe initial point of derailment. 

Examination of tbe track showed that at tbe point where 
the wheels dropped inside tbe rail, 7 out of 8 ties were defective, 
while tbe spikes on tbe outside of tbe outside rail bad been pushed 
outward. Tho ties showed that tbe spikes bad been ret and re-sat 
In tbe endeavor to keep proper gauge and alignment. The ties 
were worn by tbe case of the rail to aueh sn extent as-to permit 

f 
tbe rail to turn slightly when tbe weight of a train was upon it, 



without poshing the rail out at the 
section Foreman 3£allory, la charge of the aeation adjoin-

ins that on which the aoeldent occurred, testified that he reaobed 
the aoeae of the derailment about £0 ainatea after ita occurrence. 
The bolta at the rail joint had seen sheared off on the inside 
Of tne rail, thia being the first sign of derailaent. Opposite 
this point ha found that the apikse holding the outside rail had 
haen pushed outward from If inches to S inches; the rail itself 
had sprung hack in line* 

laglnen&n Frcutel stated that the a peed of this train at 
tho tins of derailnsnt was between 43 and 10 ailes par hoar. He 
felt a Jerk and as ha looked cut of the window the air brakes 
applied in emergency. 

reaction Foreman Kelly, in charge of the aeation on which 
the derailment occurred, atnted that he had worked on the track 
at the point of derailment during the preceding week, spiking, 
gauging end aligning tbe same. 

fool Car foreâ n s&ith stated that be found nothing wrong 
with the trucks of tbe cars eo&poaing train So. 1, except broken 
rigging and pedestals, while «rast*r Heohanie Butler stated that 
he found ell tires and flanges to be in good: oondltlon, all wheals 
in proper gauge, and ao defects of any kind existing with respect 

/ to tbe trucks. 
This accident was caused by the spreading of the outside 

rail on the curve, tbua allowing tbe wheals running on the inside 
rail to drop down on tbe ties. Beyond the initio! 



rallaeat the outside re11 remained in line, thus poshing tho 
derailed wheels against the inside rail, resulting in the turning 
over of the three aueeeedlng rrslla on tho inside of the eurvo* the 
That/deraiisiant was doe to traott eenditiona see&s to he alear* 
ly established by too fast that the ties removed from tha track 
wore not in good eeadltion and were badly usee worn, while the 
epikea had been set a&d ro-eet in the endeavor to keep th$ traek 
in line until their holding powers bad been materially weakened* 
This la also further evident from tbo fast that at the time of 
tbe derailment tbe spikes on the outside of tbe outside mil were 
pushed outward ia aesa places as much as £ inch®a* 


