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September 19,101fi. 
On June 5« 1913, there was A head-and collision on the 

Central Tenant flallway near Burlington, ?t», which reaulteu 
in the death of 9 esployee* end 1 person carried under contrast» 
end the Injury of 8 employees. Thla accident woe Investigated 
jointly with the Public Service &osRl*sioa of Yeraoat, aac the 
Chief of the Bureau of Safety, Interstate Coosa arc a CaealBelcn, 
mohoo the following report. 

T h e third dietriot cf the ttorthern dtvleion of the Control 
Tersest Pallway, upon which thit aeoi^ent occurred, ie a elogle , 
trash lino between Berllagtos end Ctjcbrldge Junction, a distance 
of % alios, over which trains ere operated by time care and 
traits ore era, so block signal ryetea being in ace* 

The first »tatIon north cf Burlington on this lino It Witt* 
cook*, three ml lee at stoat* A tower frora which switches sad 
signals ar« oreretod la located approxlaately 3,000 foot north 
of the station at Burlington, ane there Is s tunnel under one of 
the olty streets about 2,100 feet nertb of the tower* At winoosht 
the wouth awl ton of the yard Is about 3,000 foot south of the 
atetlon, one there Is a bridge over the Wlaooski Plver about 
1,200 foot south of that switch. 

Approaching the point of accident froa the north the truck 
is tangent for J.>44 foot, then there Is a A*oegr«o curve to the 
left, 2,379* foot lone, which extends through the Burlington tun­
nel, the entrance to this curve being 1.439 foot north of the 
north portal of tbo tunnel. The track is en the eoeatflug grade 
varytag fro© l£ to to within 1, 450 test of the north portal 
of Berlins tunael, thou It is level for 700 feet to the tunnel. 
The track for 200 feet laaeaiately north of the tunnel is la a 
does out* Approaching the point of a00ideat from tbo south there 
ie a 2~desr»e eurre to the loft. 1,568 foot in length, on witch 
the tower la located j then there Is a tanseat 16? feet la length 
followed by s curve to the right of 4° 4 5 . 930 foot long, ex­
tending to the 4O curve, also to the right, oa which the tunael 
is located; the diatanco fro*? the entrance to too compound curve, 
to the south portal of the tunnel is 1,540 feet* There Is e high ssftauk&eot on the right hand side of the track too entire dis­
tance of 9,270 feat1 sad on tbo loft hand aide of the track the** 
is s high aateoBkaeat the last 1,6J0 feet before roeehlag the *eoth 
portl of the tunnel. The tuauei is which the eeoidost occurred is 

\ e a V f t loWteey oy *wmf*» 

file:///eaVft


the grade through the tunnel 1* level* The eeel&ent ooonrred 
la tha tunnel about 130 feat froa bb» north portal, ipproaan* 
ta*? the tunnel from the aorta taa fireman would be on tho Isold* 
of the ourre and could aat see the north portal whan about 900 
foot away, ana the •aglaoavan could aoo it whan about ?5# foot 
pway. The weather at tho tlae wee clear, . . 

On tho date of thia aooident, northbound extra 393, eon-
elating af loasvotive 393 aad 7 oars, in charge of Conductor 
Botetnyar and Xaglnenan Griffin, left Burlington at 5.45 «• n*t «ad *fcH» doing awitehlag work there a oar waa derailed oa tao 
freight house tract south of tha station. The are* waa unable 
ta rereil the oar without as istance and the conductor reported 
that feot to tho dispatcher at 8. Alhone by telephone, stating 
that it would ho necessary to go to Burlington for assistance. 
Tho ̂ iapotohar 1satrueted the conductor to report to tho tela* 
graph offioe when ho was ra*dy to go; ha did so about 9,10 e»su 
and resolved train order So. 39, reedin* sc follows. 

Kngine 393 m a extra icooakl to Burlington and 
return to Wlaooeki. 

The eoaduetor was also given a message froa the dispatcher read­
ing ss followst 

If you c*m make Winooeki by 9.10 leave flagman 
there so you can ero ahead end return for *o»?2» 

Loooaotlvo 393 was out off frw the train and left Winooski 
9*20 or 9»?5 e«»., en route to Burlington* tfpan arriving thoro 
efter taxing water and aeeurisg tho neeesaary taoa and laplemente 
wi«> which to rerail tho ear, loooewtive 393 started beok toward 
Winooaki sad oolllded with southbound train Ho. 7? in Burling ton 
tunnel, loo* ted about e mile north of Hurling ton, at about 9.4.0 
e. mf The speed of this train at tho time of tha oolliaion waa 
esttaeted to bo about 25 alios per hour. 

Tne southbound train «o. 72, eonelstlag of locomotive 333 
aad 6 ears* wen in eharge of Conductor Berry and mglaesian Andrews, 
It w»e a »eoond-ol* a nixed train, running daily exoept Sunday 
from Cambridge Junction to Burl in*? ton 1 on the day of the aooidaat 
it left Cambridge Junction at 6.10 a#a., arrived at ainaeski at 
9,26 tua*, left there at 9.30 end collided with loocawtive 
393 while running at an eatimet^d speed of $ miles par hoar* 

Tha englawaan. fireman, hrakeaaa end 3 ahop men on loeoaotiva 
393, aad tho csgiaenaa* flreaaa, aad brekeovsa on train 73 wore 
killed. Tao beed aad of loeoaotlve 393 waa badly daaagod, Ita 



treat bent, and tha rear of the aeb partially telescoped by tho 
tender. Locomotive 333 woe badly damaged,a« to stake it neeesaary 
pretisally to rebuild it* Both tend ere were considerably bent 
and damaged* 

Bispatoher Eerie stated that about 8.30 a.m. on taa date of 
tae aooident Coutfuotor Hoteaysr oat led him by telephone, toi4 hia 
af the derailed e*r and advised it would he neoeeaary to secure 
aaa ana tools for rerailing it froa Burlington, bat stated ha waa ' 
not ready to go after thorn at that tlae. About 9»10 tho operator 
at Winooftki informed ila that engine 393 waa ready to go, and tho ' 
ardor was issued* Be atatad that the telegram whi oh waa sent to 
Oonduator aotemyer at tha same tlae was Intended a imply ae a rugg* 
eation to leave a fiegfeah et Wineoo*fci and return ahead of trela 
Ho. Ite if tftĵ tapapbi it possible to do so. Ho stated that thle 
aaoaaga and was not intended in ay way to mortify the rights 1 

of ?S*tra 503 under the running order previously issued; bio pur­
pose ta mggaet e aet hod for 2rtra 393 to a«Jke the aove fro* 
Winoo**t 0*̂  return ahead of train 7?, as otherwise it could not 
return abasd of 29, a northbound first elsee trala due to leave 
Burlington^st 9.50 «.a,t whioh would b*v* involved a delay of about an hour* - ; „ ,-

Btstion Agent Kellogg at Wlooo?ki statod that cn the morning ' 
of tho accident when be arrived at the station at about seven 
o'clock extra 393 was already there switching in the yeydj a ear 
wax derailed at the south enc< of the house track about nine o*eloeJt 
aad Oonduator Eotemyer told him that it would he necessary to get . 
men and tools fror the enginehoufe et Burlington to rerail tho oar* 
The eenfuetor oellefl the enginehouae by telephone and told then 
wfc*t wftn required, enG then he told the operator t>et ho wanted 
orders to run to Burlington. There* were furnished end he stated 
that tatre 393 left Winooski about about S#fc0; train Ho. 7? arr­
ived about 9»?6» pulled down five or ?lx oar leagths beyond the 
atafclon and stopped elear of tho eroasing pouth of the station, he 
was familiar with tl e order and telegrua in regard to tho movsment 
of engine 393 fro© winaoaki to Burlington and return, hut did not 
know wh*t instructions Conductor «0te»yer had given hie flag-mo* 
wmis he did not eee trcin Bo. 72 depart, ho understood it l*̂ tt 
on time at 9.30. S^on efterwsrd? ho learned that extra 391 had 
loft Burlington on the return trip, *nd he notified the flie^toher 
of the impending collision. 

Operator Barlow at ^iaooefci stated that Conductor ffotouysr 
tsliced aver the telephone with the cfispafcoher In regard the aereil-
ed o*r ead tho trip to Burlington for wcter, tools anl arslstanoef 
a little later t« received the running order for that trip, the 
ardor being ooapleted et o . u a.n. He also received the message 
froa tha dispatcher la regard to that movement and handed it to 
Conduetor Koteroyer who restarted ho didn't tola* ho oould aatea 



Wlnooerl fcy 9.40. Re sals the order *tt»aaff*$s *er* delivered to v 
COPflue tor Kotosiyer at shout 9.15 J tho>uonduotor loft the *b**t sa­
gas a few miaete* later he aaa extra 393 teavlsg the yard*'' tie** 
So* 72 arrived at 9.26, sad while he res/ers laaie?te«l that I* o a — \ 
pafte* at f*30 he wasn't aura Jaat what tlao that trala did leevef 
WtifM, he sow trala 7* passing over the bridge «hwut half o " ;, 
wAle aouth af Wluoeski statiea at 9«M ana seeu&eu it left eoowt 
ea tl*% Id atoning in as the * phone, he overheerd a eoavarstties 
tefcwoea the Burlington telegrepfe office the tower, aad learned ' 
the ««*a 3*3 hee loft BerUagtos; this *»• eooat the viae trala <•: 
soi 7* poesed out of hi* elgftt* and he reported the situation to , 
the dlspetehor* ' 

Operator Perry at Burlington stated tmt ho registers Bxtra 
393 as errlrlag ct 9,30; the tewsraeo eslleu his by 'pheae ana 
*a*e£,ht»tt> register it* ̂ rrirel at that tiwe. So î tateo that 
ho r.ls> fwgjUterou Its vMNsi at that tire*. He stated that he 

alee registered Its tlao of devarture ia tha aaaa sooner 
at 9.351 the towsraaa oalloft M a at about 9.3% told 
hla the ertxu had departed aad ashed hla to rati star 
it out et 9*15* He said he knew of other inotoaooo 
whore engine* ooaing from wioeoeki to Burlington aad 

retarding had aot cose to the station to raglstar, hut he Hid sot 
tola* it was e general practise. Operator ferry etated It was 
tbotit 9.32 Whoa the tewerwan asked fcla to rogtstor the arrival 
of trtra 393< sad a minate or two later he called wtaaoeki en* 
losraea fyefi the operator that *o* 72 had loft*, Whoa tha tower* 
aaa the* ̂ efced hla to rogistor Extra 393 out* ho sokes where they 
ware EOtag if the toweraan oould sat stop thaa; but It was tea 
late to do so a a the train hr$ «lre»dy poesed the tower* 

tbwor aaa J*oua»b<wry» who was on duty at the tower ot the 
north sad of Burling ton yard, stated that wfeea extra 393 arrived 
the eonduotor Juaped off frosj the sugiuo -no" told M a to hall the 
operator aad register thaa ia* oovlelng that he sad left a feagaea 
at wisooahi to hold train 72 until hie return, nothing was sola 
about 9*40 or say other time limit f he understood tha aagiae was 
going to take water, get toola and man at the eugtaehoaeo, and re* 
turn Isatedlately to wisooaki* So wade a note that Sxtre engine 393 
arrived at 9»30, ofilled the operator to rogistor Its arrival, «fid 
was Instructed by the operator to let his know waea they started 
seek* lie stated the engine took water end thoa stopped at the 
esgia*house whore tools and equipment *~re losgod ou| ̂ hoa a 
whistle slgsal was aoundad, the switohos heiag already lined up* 
ha gave a head slgaal to prooood* He was busy whoa she engine paooefl 
tha tower aaa did aot *a*« a note of the time then, hut a little 
later sow that It was 9*42 aad the extra was thou passing too eig­
ne! 10 or 12 oar lengths north of tha tower ea ho eoaeiades it was 
sbomt 9.40 whoa it passed the fewer and wage o sate af Its depsra-



ture at that tlae. Be stated it occurred quite frequently that 
tae arrival and departure of an extra spgin^ operated by tale 
orew returning to Burlington for water, wae registered in the 
asme manner as on the date of the aooident. He stated that ha 
kn«w nothing about tho orders heldj his duties consisted merely 
of operating tho switches and sigaftlft. After the engine psssod 
b« exiled the operator and notified him that it was leaving,but 
noshing was said about • top pine it. He board a on eon e sty tho 
«n&in«**R was going to five than a fast ride, end when the englso 
went around the aurve aouth af the tunnel he thought it was roam­
ing about 35 alleo an hour. He stated that ertre 393 had not passed 
out of bis sight when the anaunelator bell rsn. Indicating the a pp-
roaoh of a train north of the tunnelI but extra 393 waa than be­
yond the signal north of the tower. 

Jtanaatt Tlttaisntons of the Burlington ea^lnehouso,stated that 
extra 393 arrived a little before 9.30 end he hud the neoes««ry 
tools nd nan ready• When the -angina w n a taking w«t*r th« engine-
man tpofce to him about loading on the tools end 9nid they had to 
bo be ok at Winooskl st 9.40 as they had left a tlagman with in­
structions to bold everything until that tijr.e. They 0 or pared 
watches taaa and it waa 9.30 juat as they finished taking water, 
go ateted it was about 9.3? when extra 393 left the snglnehouse 
at Burlington, aad he thou ht there was -mple tlae to get to 
Wlaooski by 9.10, When tha engine <tep»rted thgre ware on hoard 
four of the train crew, needy, the engineacn, *ir*ai*n, oonduator* 
and brakasten, end eight en&lnaftou? men including hta*elf. Passing 
tha tower© the peed low; going ttrough th* tunnel he thought 
they were running 25 ^ilea «n hour. 5^ yt«3tad that he hid no 
warning of taa impending collision; he wee riding on the running 
boa d on tho right aide of the engine with his feet o n the steam 
cheat, end to protect himself against cinder? •c the tun 1 1̂ he 
had hie h»ad over both eyeaj tho sect thing ho knew he we a pinned 
aader tha wreeksge with hot ratar fatting upon hia. Some of the 
wen wore aiding on the front end, aaaa- oa both running board?, soaa 
la the cab, and soma on the trader. Be did not think steam waa 
shot off aor tho brakes applied before tha collision occurred, 

yiagaan £eeew of Sxtra 393 etsteu th^t it was nearly 9.30 when 
Conductor Botenyar told him they were going ok to Burlington 
for water, tools and men, and instructed him to flag *11 trains 
and hold toe* until 9*40. He stated that after the departure of 
hia engine he worked et the derailed o r pnd when train 72 earae he 
flag^ttd it* That train omm* to ft stop up towards the station; he 
was talking up to it, he act Brakeman Foster and tho section fore­
man wpa near by. He et*tod tfcst he told Brakeoea Foster his engine 
had gone to Burlington for veto? &&d men to help rereil tho car, 
and that ha waa to bald everything until 9«4<>; If his engine waa 
aot hash by that tine be anderatoed ho waa to let thorn go* about 
that tiaetfie e Bgiae started slwly toward bin, aad aa it waat by 



he called to the englaemtts who was leaning out of tho q«b window 
giving him the 99ti* iflforwrtion as he had gives the braVoaau. the 

— train continued to more, ftntf he thought It was pulling to 
^ ole**r the crossing. Ha walked ~lonp- beside the locomotive as he 

WHO talking to the engineman* H« flidn*t look at his watch and 
didn't know what time it was whan he flagged train K. 7a, So Sid 
aot pay any * eolftl attention to that train ifftsrw&rds as he 
thought it was just g£in* down to clear tt*> switch, and he resumed 
work at the derailed oar. He did not notice until soma time 
If tor that train Ho. 72 hod departed. He stated the section fore* 
man ovorh#r-ro his conversation with the breksssji - ad was near by 
whan he VPSS talking to the englntiar n. The s&glaeman replied "All 
right,** aad the brekaetea ellm&ad on the locomotive es It phased* 

Section Forossan Molapuar stated; ttatwwhon train 73 arrived 
oa the coming of the accident he wae *»lklag from the station 
down toward tbe dor lied oer, »nd before he reached that car he 
mot PlfegjKaa Base/ who w*a walking t-̂ i*yd t>w locomotive of train 
So. 72i the train at that time ha* stopped c:ear of tiie crossing 
south of the station. Es stated that Brakeman Poster was walking 
down H t h him, an<? Tlagmsn Eesaw tel<? tbo br^em^n that 39? had 
gone to Burlington *n<3 win coming right b e ok. Be heard nothing 
said about holding trains until 9.40, Brskeaaa Foster continued 
walking down to the derailed oer̂ f and thou got oa the engine as 
it want by* The section foremen $tfite<! he d i d not hepr the con­
versation bet wear) Flagmen CSBBW pud th© englnsmeii although the 
flagjp.f», after talking with the hr^kwrr n, talked b ok toward the 
tr?In and when the treln went by he standing on tha othar fildo 
of the track about o posits the derailed oar* He eaid ho notice 
train Bo, 7? pesaac! but he did aot pay pprtieul&r attention to It 
as Jj* r!i<3n't know * h*t crderr Deeew ha<I. 

Conductor Berry of trala *©. 11 steted that on the morning 
of the aeeident his train arrived ?t Yt'inooakl at 9«2©»'^pulled^eowa 
hglt&w the'oroeatag sad waited for ti ©j it was sbout 9*31 or 9.32 
whoa the train pulled out and passed the south ewitoh* He etated 
that aftar the accident wasn he got off froa the train he com-
psreu wntchee with the brakemaa and it *«IB then 9*42; ho thought 
the eolllalor occurred! m a boost 9*4u« He said he did nob see , 
flagmen Doaaw t\t ^InoosM, Vrj*-r r»»*,*ir\* at mnr flajs«lKK In­
structions h«l£ >?y him. Ha stated that hie train sl^w^d up 
reaching the tunnel, and at the time It entered the tunnel bo 

^ thought It was rucrlag fbout eight miles per hour. 

Brakeman Tucker of train Ho. IT stated that he was riding 
with the eoaeuotor In the baggage part of the combination oar, 
which was the rear e*r In the train. On* the data of the roc Id eat 
there vore no pae angers on board end t^aio No. 72 did aot «top 
however, with the rear end about a oar length from the crossing 



eoath of the station aad than started again. Ho did not ooo 
Flagmen £eeew, *nd did not know enytbing about what flagging in­
struction ho hod* Statesman Tuaker stated that ha was holding 
hta watoh in his hand, and than it was just 9.30 whoa trala no.?2 
started to pull out* Tha train did aot stop a pain, nor alow up, 
until it reached tha aoono of tho aooidaat* 

T5I* sooiSoat wte caused by tha fallurs of Flagman Deeew to 
e&rry Oat his flagging Instructions, and by Srtra 393 ooeupying 
the aeia track oa the time of a superior train without proper 
protection, far wbeih Oonduator Koteayar an 1 Rngin«w»n Griffin 
were roaponeible. t*a* praotioaa in the opera tion of trains sad 
the absence of neoeee**ry supervision »*ere also disclosed 

According to Flagman Desaw's own statement, tho flagging la* 
atrreotiose were definite and positive to flag all trains and hold 
th«* until 9.40. But from the evidence there is considerable 
dou^It whether these Instructions were properly communicated to 
member* of tho orew of traia Ho* 72. While tho flagman stated 
ho told "both the brakeman and the engineman that he was Instructed 
to hold everything until 9.40, the seotlon foreman and th* bvake-
man hessrd nothing sola about 9.40 or say other time limit for 
flagging £&d holding trains1 and It is aot believe Rnglaemaa And­
rews understood tho flagmen* £ instructions aa he wse flaggod oaly 
a few hundred foot from the point where ho would have boon re­
quired to wait if he bad understood and boserved ther- end iuatead 
of siting as required he proceed on schedule time. It is spp-
arent, therefore, that Flagman Deeaw did not take proper seeoares 
to see that bis flagging Instructions vera correctly understood 
aad observed* 

There la some conflict in the testimony as to the time whoa 
extra 393 loft Burlington on tbe return trip to *Inoeeki, The 
operator et Burlington stated it wise registered or?t et 9*35, while 
tho towerman ?^id It was not until 9.40 that it wes registered aat 
The enginehoufo foreman said it w*» ebout 0.32, ^nile tho towerman 
said it waa not until 9.40 that it *ne registered oat. The englne-
heu«e foramen said it was about 9.3? when they left the enginebouse 
and he thought there wee *»flo time to got to wiaoaskl by 9.40. 
The conductor of Train Ho. 72 stated that Just after tbe aeeldeat 
oaourred ho compared matches with tu> brakeman sad it was then 9*49* 
Thia last statement of time is supported by tho testimony of taa 
towemsn, as wall as by tho fact that trala Ho. 72 waa running 
oa schedule time, having left winaoakl at 9.30, and being dao to 
arrive at Burlington at 9*45; Its spaed at tao time of th* aeeldeat 
was estimated by tho conductor at a miles par hoar, the aversg* 
Schedule speed being 12 alios per hour. 



It seems evident, therefore, that the tine of too collision 
woo v«ry close to 9*40, And ma the point where srtre 3*3 would 
eleer for train Ho* 72 at wlmoeeki wae nearly two mllea north of 

•
the scene of the aeeident, It lo apparent that Intra 393 would 
cle^r for train Ho* 72 at win oo ski was nearly two miles north of 
the scene of the aoeldeat, it 1* apparent that Extra 393 would 
hare occupied tbo main line on the tine of trala So. 72 without 
flep protection. For this reason, the conductor and angiaeaan of 
Krtra ",93. wall aa tbo flagoaa, are responsible for this ase* 
leant. 

The Investigation disclosed that tha copy of message do-
llrsrod to Oonductor Rotewyer was aot dated or sigaed, indicating 
carolers hpndllog of matters it such importance, Tha assistant 
superintendent stated thet the arrival and depertur© of &rfcrs 39> 
should have boon rlglstared personally by Conductor Botemyer la* 
stead of being left to the towerman; be alec stated that sot with 
stauvJln« that Burlington was a termieal, the crow of extra 393 was 
hot required to secure a clearance crd when lee-ring Burlington 
on this *hort turn-round run. It is evidant from the lnvestig*ties 
that the time svaila' la for making tha trip from Wlnooski to Bur­
lington cud returr fhetd of tr»los 72, and 9 was very ahort at 
bast, and in or3er to m^ke that run in the time available the ordi­
nary precautions for s*fcgu>?r "ing train moveraentp were ?ecrlfload. 
Other Instances whore movementi of the same obareter were mode 
in a attllar manner ssore diaolosod by the investigation, lndleat-
lug the absence of necessary supervision to insure e«fs operation 
of trains. 

T>o conditions of safety would bo improved oa thie lino by 
a rule, or a ccaatmction of the present rule, requiring e train 
under similar clroum«tanees leaving a terminal to secure * clear­
ance. Bad the block system boon In use on this line, the accident 
would GO doubt have been avert ad. 

all the employees involv«<! in this accident v/era experienced 
men, and mono of them had b an on duty for eroeselve pcriodr. 

i 


