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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREALU OF
SAFETY IN ©E ISVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT LHICH
OCCURRED O THE CENTRAL VERLONT RAILWAY, NZAR BOLTON,
VT., ON MARCH 11, 1924,

December 18, 1934,

To the (Qcrmission:?

A supplemental investigaticn hos been made of
the derailment of 2 passenger train on the Centr~1l Vermoat
Railway near Bolton, Vt., on Illarch 11, 1924, whach resulced
in the death of 3 passengers cnd the injury of 63 passengers
and 2 employees.

Summary of report of Apral 17, 1924

The accident occurred on that part of the road
extending between Vhite River Junction and 5t. Albans, V.,
& single—track line over which tsrawns were cperated by tiae-
table, tTzin crders, and & monual tlock-system signel.The
point of accident was 1l.48 miles south of Boltoen, opproach-
ing shich point from the south the trick 1s tzngent for
nearly 2 miles, while the grrde 1s generally descending
for more tamm 1 mile. The track was 1loid vith 80-pomnd reaal
33 feet in length, with on average of 19 ties to the rail-
length, single-spiked, and ballasted with grovel; tae
Plates were 1n use on curves.

The train involved, northbound passenger train
No. 1, consisted of an engine and eignt cars, and was ap—
proaching Bolion at a speed of 35 miles z2a hour when the
dercilrent occurred, the entire troia being derailed with
the exception of the forward pair of engine-truck wheels,
While examination of the track showed that one of the r-ails
had been brcken, the investigation conducted to cscerbtain
the reason for the foilure of thais roal i1ndicased that it
broke while in zn ovexturned position, while the fractured
surfaces snoved no evideace of defect s. Further exsminztion
of the track shewed that the ties were generally roal out,
the maximum being nenrly 3 inches, and that this wes the
principle reason for the overturning of the r~11 and the
consequent derailment of the tr-in. The supplemental 1.-
vestigation wes made for the purpcse of ascertaining vhot »
had besen done toward improving the track conditions in thas
vicinity in order to provide for the sofe movement of
troins.
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Results of evpplementnl investigataion

The simolensut~l 1avest iz-tion fevelrpad that on
the s ecbier on vhich th: acciiomt ooeovicd, covering a dis-—
t-nce of & wpales, 3.403 hzes wore rereved 1n 1985, vhile up
to fepte.ker 1, 19 &, the Z=2nc. le arow.ned o 4,203, a
o 1

the 1rmcusate }01' dsvailatet o7uing wmong tnose Te-
newed 118 Ierz dczz o 'o Lonnolt 1o Wit 1he laying of
18w .tU‘- qnd R 1t sg o ”'f";ﬁ@"' ar fo t had he~ n
dlstribuuu L bne viwe T Aan dsraaefat Un“,x lavestiga~
tion, Thizs varty l-r se~tron 12+~ wnehided 1a the
territory nituren snrer Irmeouinn aa ! rfontpelisy Junction,
31.86 m3l.. 1 Jop: L1, -a1ca s fepellasted in 1923,
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The investaigation alse
hal

7~lcoed, mith respect to
the roilroesd a3 o whele, tha
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|, thees vl b o consideroble
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ar,
+

It

increase in the auwwreors 5
pared v-th tre prcrediag yec O ¢FKJF3T°7V 205,000 as
agrinst 167,000, a'so that 1% Gitfzrenl points on the
main line a tnoar T AR e of sl W 1l]l be leid, with
tie wilztes oo oll curse3 ovd bradees, while the reballast-
1rg progran hezbesn coniamusa witi baoe reballagting in
194 of pgprroxinetely =4 mi.es 6J Lrack.

Resgect fully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director,
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